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PIX PROSPERITY IN FOR A RUN 





‘Captive’ Guests Hold Up Catskill Biz 
Despite Floods, But Shows Wash Out 








The hotel operators in the Cats- 
kill belt and several in the Pocono 
Mt. area of Pennsylvania weren't 
hurt too much over the past week- 
end, as far as business was con- 
cerned. Guests already in the re- 
sorts were afraid to leave because 
of the dangerous road conditions, 
and so many elected to stay over. 

However, act employment was 
hurt. Several hotels had to cancel 
shows for the simple reason that 
performers couldn’t get there be- 
cause of flood conditions. The 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has ruled that in these instances, 
acts cannot get compensation, 
floods being classed as an “act of 
God.” However, the union is ask- 
ing that all performers who have 
been cancelled out be hired by the 
inns as soon as possible. 

There was one major ficcident 
over the weekend. Singer Joan 
Dexter driving on N. Y. route 209 
figured in a head-on collision. After 
a brief stay at an upstate hospital, 
she was moved to the N. Y. Hos- 
pital of Special Surgery. 

In the Pocono area in Penn- 
sylvania, there was one show can- 
cellation at the Log Tavern, Mil- 
ford. Booker Herman Fialkoff, tak- 
ing a show to Unity House, For- 
est Park, a few miles from Strouds- 
burg, which was heavily hit by 

(Continued on page 20) 


Philly Bans ‘Merchant’ 
On City Property Rather 


Than Provoke ‘Minorities’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

Philadelphia enjoyed a new sort 
of censorship last week, when a 
city official took it on himself to 
bar a performance of “Merchant 
of Venice” on city property be- 
cause he believed it might an- 
tagonize minorities. Official was 
Wayne Barr, head of the Philadel- 
phia Bureau of Public Information, 
and rarely has a “pressagent,” as 
he’s been termed in the City of 
Brotherly Love, met with a worse 
press. The dailies and the radio 
stations hopped on him with 
charges of “censorship” and “in- 
consistency,” and KYW, the West- 
inghouse station, promptly aired 
the BBC recording of “Merchant” 
and loudly publicized the offering. 

Philadelphia Shakespearean Fes- 





_ Enterprise 

Al Hibbler, blind Negro vo- 
calist who clicked for Decca on 
“Unchained . Melody,” gets 
lyrics of all new songs assigned 
to him in Braille. They are put 
into Braille directly before 
the session and Hibbler learns 
them on the date. 


Two Decca a&r men “head up 
Hibbler recording sessions, 
with Leonard Joy cueing the 
singer’s position at the mike 
and Paul Cohen directing the 
dials in the control booth. 


Fraternal Groups 
May Pick Up Tabs 
For USO Troupers 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

A seven-act variety show, cur- 
rently touring U.S. bases in France | 
and North Africa, may also be} 
blazing the trail for a new format 
for providing entertainment for 
far-flung. U.S. troops. Check for 
show, estimated to be about $6,000, 
is being picked up by Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, national organiza- 
tion which is making the gesture 
as a patriotic service. Outfit has 
already agreed to buy a similar 
package for Alaska area, and 
Pentagon reps are hoping other 
groups will follow suit. 

Cel. Joseph Goetz, head of 
Armed Forces Professional Enter- 
tainment Branch, was frankly jubi- 
lant over deal with the Eagles, set 
up under his supervision. Arrange- 
ments follow the regular USO pat- 
tern, with the military providing 

(Continued on page 62) 











48th St. Playhouse Tank 
| Gives B’way Its Own Flood 


Broadway had its own flood yes- 
terday (Tues.). Water poured into 
| 48th Street between 6th and 7th 
Avenues when a_ 10,000 - gallon 
water tank atop the 48th Street 
Theatre toppled from its perch and 





TELEVISION FADES 
AS 8.0. HEANY 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Some theatremen are still sing- 
ing the blues (in certain situations, 
perhaps, out of force of habit) but 
film exhibition generally is doing 
fine. And prospects for the im- 
mediate future; say the experts, 
are unusually. good. 

In the past, exhibs regarded 
the fall season with trepidation 
over the competition of the tv 
shows. There’s a switch this year; 
exhibitors in many areas say they 
feel the public is returning to its 
former habits; people will stay 
home for tv only if the program- 
ming is above the routine—all this 
in contrast with the past, when 
touted network airings almost 
automatically meant impaired the- 
atre boxoffice. 

United Paramount, 650-theatre 
chain, is now experiencing a third 
quarter that’s slightly ahead of the 
same period last year. The reve- 
nue last year was the best in the 
circuit’s history. 

Numerous regional chains are 
doing similarly well. For the most 
part, all signs are encouraging. 
Valid complaints seem limited to 
“sub-subsequent” situations which 
have yet to receive the better pic- 
tures that went into national re- 
lease beginning in late June. 

Firstrun houses and neighbor- 
hood runs of important revenue 








tival Players, who were allowed to/| nosedived through the roof onto 
co the play on another city site, | the stage, box seats and orchestra. 
at Pastorious Park in Germantown,!The tank, which was mounted 
were forbidden to go or. with | above another 10,000-gallon water 
their scheduled performance last | tank, ripped a hole in the roof ap- 
Wednesday night (17) in Reyburn | proximately 60 feet in diameter. 

Plaza, opposite City Hall. Barr and| The 925-seater, which is owned 
Charles B, Cranford, deputy com-| by the Joseph Leblang Estate, has 
missioner of recreation, explained | been dark since the closing of “Tea 
that they felt the play could be|and Sympathy” last May. The 
produced without objections in | four-story house had been inspect- 
Germantown, but that they feared | ed last April 25 and no violations 
injury to.minority feelings in| were found. Traffic on 48th 
downtown Philadelphia. 





|Stature over the past few years 
| Rave been showing a marked up- 
turn since around July 4. A fac- 
| tor, of course, has been the avail- 
| ability of top releases from all dis- 
| tributors. 

As for the film product, every 

(Continued on page 75) 


Disk Royalties 
Up 25% to Pubs 


Supporting éstimates by disk 
company execs that platter biz will 
| be up this year by 20% or over, 
| publisher royalties from mechani- 
‘cals for the second quarter of this 
| year were nearly 25% higher than 
for the same period last year. Roy- 
|alty figures cover payments to 
| Harry Fox's office of the Music 
| Publisher Protective Assn. which 
collects disk royaities for most of 
the top publishers in the field. 
| While the pub royalties indicate 
| a climb in the pop field, a corre- 
| sponding increase has been taking 
| place in the longhair disk mar- 
| ket, where sales have been steadily 
|rising due to lower prices and 
| more phonograph machines in cir- 








| culation. Current estimates of 1955 | 
| Street, in the vicinity of the theatre, | disk sales now range from $250,- | cover 





Hollywood Off on New Biopix Cycle: 
Emphasis on Lives of Show Bizites 


+ 
vv 





Theme Songs 

Hurricanes are getting bigger 
than ever. 

Last year Joe Carlton, RCA 
Victor’s a&r topper, received 
32 songs titled “Hazel.” This 
year there have been 33 en- 
tries titled ‘“‘Connie.” Nothing 
has been recorded. 


Se 


Sinatra, NBC Call 
Off Deal; Network 


Adamant on Town’ 


Frank Sinatra and NBC have} 
agreed to disagree. As a result | 
there will be no five-year contract, 








There’s nothing quite as inter- 
esting to people as other people, 
and so Hollywood is off on one of 
the most solid biopix cycles in 
many a year. 


A lot of personalities, living and 
dead, big and small, important and 
unimportant, are going to have 
their accomplishments dramatized 
and glorified on the big screen. 
They range all the way up and 
down the social ladder, with the 
emphasis particularly heavy on 
show folk. 


Actually, the biopic run has al- 
ready started with such films as 
“The Glenn Miller Story,” “Inter- 
rupted Melody” (Marjorie Law- 
rence), “The McConnell Story” (on 
Joe McConnell, the late jet ace), 
“The Seven Little Foys,” etc. But 
the personality parade has just 
begun. 

Here is a sampling ot some of 
the projects, starting out with the 
show biz contingent: 

’ “The Bill Robinson Story,” bio- 


or any other kind of contract. Net-| pic of the late great Negro enter- 
work and star couldn’t get together |; tainer who died in 1949; “The Ed- 
on exact terms of longrange deal.|dy "uch'n Story,” about .the Jate 

For a while it even looked lik2| bendleader; “The Benny Gdodman 
Sinatra would cancel out of the/| Story,” with Steve Allen in tie 
“Our Town” musical*spec present-| lead; “Intermission,” in which 
ation, scheduled for Sept. 19 as | Danny Kaye portrays jazz musician 
the first “Producers Showcase” of | Louis (Red) Nichols; filmization of 
the new season. However, NBC, | Richard Aldrich’s book about his 





it’s reported, threatened the star | 
with a suit if he walked out of 
the show at this late date. 

Had NBC finalized its deal with | 
Sinatra, he would have done a} 
number of specs plus possibly his | 
own regular series. 

The “Our Town” musicalization, | 
incidentally, will wind up as an) 


all-Academy casting job. 

In addition to Sinatra, it boasts 
Eve Marie Saint and the songwrit- | 
ing team of Sammy Cahn. and} 
Jimmy Van Heusen. All got Acad | 
nods. And Paul Newman, also) 
featured in the cast, won the} 
“Desperate Hours” legit honorar- | 
iums this past season. 





Okay Missions to Moscow 
For NBC, CBS Newsmen | 


Along with Russia’s “new look” | 
attitude toward the West has come | 
an easeup on admission of network | 
newsmen inside the Soviet Union. 
Russia last week granted the first | 
visa to a western radio commen- | 
tator since 1948 when it accredited | 
NBC's. Irving. R. Levine, and then | 
quickly followed up that. action by 
granting temporary visas.to CBS’ 
Richard Hottelet and Daniel 
Schorr. 

Levine was 


given permanent 


| status and will do regular broad- 


casts from the U.S.S.R., while the 
visas extended to Hottelet and 


| Schorr are temporary ones, not yet 


dated. It’s believed that Hottelet | 
and Schorr will 
West 


be allowed te 
German Chancellor 


Dailies, particularly the Daily | had to be stopped briefly bacause | 000,000 to $300,000,000, as against |Konrad Adenauer’s visit to Mos- | 
slightly over $200,000,000 last year. | cow next month. i 


(Continued on page 64) | of the inundation, 


wife, “Gertrude Lawrence As M’°s. 
A”; a pic on comedian Buster 
Keaton; an@the life of Elsie Janis 
(via So! C. Siegel for Metro). 

In the military field there’s a 
project revolving around the life 
of the late Ira Hayes, one of the 
marines who raised the flag over 
Mt. Surabachi; “The Court Ma tial 


| of Billy Mitchell’; story of Gov. 


Joe J. Foss of S. Dakota, a flier 
in World War II who also served 
in Korea, and two other films con- 
cerned with flying: “Kitty Hawk,” 
which will tell about the Wright 
Bros., flight pioneers, and “The 
Spirit of St. Louis.” ; 
There’s also a pic upcoming 
titled “The Wings of the Eagle,” 
to star Robert Taylor. It’s based 
(Continued on page 75) 


2 Out of 3 Households 
In US. Own a TV Set, 


Census Bureau Finds 


Washington, Aug. 23. 





Two out of three American 
households now have at least one 
tv set, the Bureau of the Census 
reported last week on the basis of 
|}a survey conducted last June at 
the request of the Advertising Re- 
search Foundation. 

The study, taken in conjunction 
with the current Population Survey, 
showed that 32,000,000 households 
(not necessarily families) had one 
or more receivers. This compares 
with the count of 5,000,000 sets 


made by the Bureau in its 1950 
census of housing, 


s 
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tions With 32 Pix in-Venice Film- 


Fest; Thief,’ ‘Kentuckian’ From US. 


By ROBERT F. HAWKINS 


Venice, Aug. 23. 

Thirty-two feature films from 19 
countries will be in the running 
for the Grand Prix Lion of St. 
Mark when the Venice Film Festi- 
val gets its start here Thursday 
(25). .Fete runs for 16 days, with 
prizes being handed out at final 
ceremonies Sept. 10. Currently, 
the so-called “minor” section of the 
Festival, including documentaries 
of all types and films for children, 
is already under way, ending just 
before the main event starts. Best 
documentaries and moppet pix will 
get repeat screenings during the 
feature festival. 

Feature screenings will be held 
afternoons and evenings in the 
1,300-seat Palazzo on the Lido, 
around which Festival activity 
gravitates, in the nearby outdoor 
Arena, seating 1,600 ‘here the af- 
ternoon and evening pix will both 
be shown after dark), in Venice’s 
San Marco Cinema on the day fol- 
lowing the Lido showings, and fi- 
nally in the industrial suburb of 
Mestre, where a theatre screening 
will be supplemented by shows 
projected via a mobile unit, for the 
benefit of the working population. 

Tab for the main Palazzo show- 
ings is 2,500 lire per seat ($4), but 
there will be few of these ducats 
for sale, as the audience, including 
press, government reps, delegates, 

_ stars, etc., is mainly invitational. 
Other showings may be held in the 
Palazzo’s two small. preview rooms 

(Continued on page 75) 


NBC-TV’s Braintrusters 


Mall Super-Duper Format 
For Irving Berlin Spec 


Irving Berlin and NBC are talk- 
ing a spectacular on the order of 
the Rodgers & Hammerstein two- 
network salute although the song- 
smith recognizes that if “Peter 
Pan” could garner an audience of 
61,000,000 that is plenty satisfac- 
tory. 

Berlin’s next concern with NBC 
is an “idea,” and in this connection 
. the network plans to. put some of 
its braintrusters to work so as. to 
achieve an idea worthy of a super- 
duper Berlin show. All stops would 
be pulled out on this one, as to 
facilities, personalities and budgets 
once the “format” is achieved. 


_ MICKEY ROONEY BOWS 
IN A.C. AT CLUB 590 


Atlantic City, Aug. 23. 
Mickey Rooney will follow the 
Will Mastin trio starring Sammy 
Davis Jr. into the 500 Club here 
starting this Saturday night (27). 
It marks the first appearance here 

. of Rooney in a night club. 

Rooney replaces Frank Sinatra 
who was to come in if he could 
so arrange his motion picture 
schedule on the Coast. Paul 
(Skinny) D’Amato, 500 Club oper- 
tor, learned some 10 days ago that 

Sinatra would not be available. 











L Mayer ‘Citizen of Year’ 
Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 


Louis B. Mayer will be kudosed 
as 1955 “Citizen of the Year” by 
the Guardians of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged of Los Angeles, at 
presentation ceremonies held at 
the annual Guardian dinner Sept. 
20. Former film chief has long been 
a benefactor of the home, and has 
donated a number of rooms to the 
Mary Pickford Bldg. Past winners 
of the award are Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis, Eddie Cantor, Paul G. 
Hoffman and Danny Thomas. 


Guardians is a group of 1,000 
business and professional men. 


Plenty of Showmanship 
Dots the U.S. Highways 
Motoring L.A. to N.Y. 


By HAL KANTER 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Showmanship isn’t restricted to 
show business by any means: 
America’s highways teem with at- 
tempts to attract the wanderer into 
everything from homesteading to 
purchasing chocolate-covered pin- | 
on nuts. 

During an 8,000 mile trip around 
the country this summer, we were 
amused and beguiled by showman- 
ly attractions in the most unex- 
pected places one could unexpect. 

A motel in Evanston, Wyoming, 
has a crudely lettered but effective 
sign out front that advises trav- 
ellers, “If You Can’t Stop, At Least 
Smile Whén You Pass.” As you 
might expect, the proprietors of 
the establishment were good-hu- 
mored landlords who provided a 
delightful atmosphere around an 
otherwise mundane establishment. 

In some now-forgotten southern 
city, a body and fender shop must 





tgather a great deal of business 


from careless drivers with their 
(Continued on page 64) 


Denver TV Station’s 
Uranium Stock Giveaway 


Ballyhoo-conscious showmen 
have given away everything from 
dollar bills to television sets to 
plug their products, but Joe Herold 
of KBTV in Denver has come up 
with something new. He’s giving 
away 25,000 shares of uranium 
stock to timebuyers, agency execs 
and network personnel to point up 
the wealth of the Denver market 
and KBTY’s, programming lineup 
with which to sell that market for 
sponsors. 

Herold is currently in New York 
making the rounds of agencies and 
visiting with ABC-TV execs to firm 
up his affiliation setup with the 
web. On each call, he hands out 10 
shares in Liberty Oil & Uranium 
Co., along with a brochure on the 
station’s fall lineup. First 10 shares 
went to Al Beckman, ABC-TV di- 
rector of station relations. 
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Bilingual Jap Teahouse’ 
‘Worst Flop’ in Theatre’s 
Run; Slow Pace Panned 


Tokyo, Aug. 23. 
Marred by a bilingual presenta- 
tion, in which the principal 
speeches are given once in English 
and immediately after in Japanese 
by Sakini, the interpreter, the 
Tokyo presentation of “The Tea- 
house of the August Moon” has 
turned out to be what its backers 
call “the worst flop in the history 

of the Tokyo. Kabuki Theatre.” 


Shochiku Co., which operates the } 


Kabuki, said it would import some 
of its stage experts from Osaka to 
try to bolster the last 10 days of 
the run. Since “Teahouse” opened 


Aug. 6 with a mixed cast of Jap-} 


anese and American professionals 
and amateurs, Shochiku says it has 
been playing to a daily average of 
only 400 in the luxurious, air-con- 
ditioned, 2,500-seat of Kabuki, 
Japan’s traditional theatre. 
Although the Kabuki Theatre is 
normally closed each year during 
the month of August—only respite 
the Kabuki troupes get from their 
ll-month, 25-day-a-month sched- 
ule of eight hours of performances 
daily—cost of keeping the lights 
on for “Teahouse,” plus royalties 


jJand salaries, is expected to result 


in a sturdy deficit for the month. 

Local critics- have been. unani- 
mous in decrying the slow pace of 
the play and have suggested that 
a more sensible plan would have 
been to present a Japanese ver- 
sion alternately with one in Eng- 
lish. Sets, costumes and perform- 
ances have all been very adequate 
considering the talent available, 
but the laughs just have not been 
coming. 

Diplomatically, Sakini’s com- 
ments about the Japanese occupa- 
tion of Okinawa have all been 
excised for Tokyo audiences. 


No AFTRA Actio 

Yet on Balking 

‘Sth’ Witnesses 

The American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists. as 
yet has taken no disciplinary ac 
tion against those members, who 
as witnesses before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
last weék, cited the Fifth Amend- 
ment in refusing to answer ques- 
tions. The union’s membership 
recently voted that such action— 
suspension, expulsion or other au- 
thorized means—be taken against 
AFTRAites employing that Con- 
stitutional out. 

The Committee, which was 
probing into Communist infiltra- 
tion of New York show business, 
wound up four days of hearings 


last Thursday (18) at the United 
States Court House in Foley Sq., 





N. Y. The Monday-Thursday ses- 
sions were almost a complete 
washout. Of a total of 23 wit- 


nesses called during that period, 
only one, actor Gearge Hall, con- 
fessed to having been a Commie. 

Originally 27 show biz figures 
had been subpoenaed to appear 
before the Committee, but sev- 
eral were granted postponements. 
Most of those still booked to 
testify, according to Committee 
counsel Frank: S. Tavenner, are 
likely to be called to appear in 
Los Angeles as the Committee is 
expected to hold hearings there 
“in a matter of weeks.” 

Tavenner said the. list to be 
called in L.A. is headed by Zero 
Mostel, who’s currently appear- 

(Continued on page 64) 


FEMME SLIDEHORN AS 
OPERA THEATRE HEAD 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 
Dorothy Ziegler, principal trom- 
bonist for the St. Louis Symphony 


Orchestra, has been appointed act- 
ing musical director for the local 
Washington U. Opera Theatre. The 
director, Harold Blumenfeld, is on 
a year’s leave of absence. 

Miss Ziegler, who came here 
from the National Symphony, in 
Washington, 10 years ago, has 
served as coaching director and as- 








sociate director, 


will pay.” 


In 1899, six years before the 
founding of VARIETY, a young man 
named Lee DeForest took his doc- 
torate at Yale with a paper on 
ether waves, which had more or 
less n pinned down in 1887 by 
a German scientist, Heinrich Hertz. 
In between Hertz and DeForest 
there was a young’half Italian-half 
Irish guy named Marconi. There 
were also a number of British, 
Canadian, Swedish, French, Dutch 
and even Russian experimenters, 
none of whom got mentioned in 
Variety but all of whom played a 
-part in creating a phenomenon that 
was to smack show business, but 
hard. DeForest rates a special spot- 
light because it was his audion tube 
which turned .the radiotelephone 
(as it was originally. known) into a 
runaway fad around 1922. 


A lot of young men had been 
fired with the radio idea during 
World War I, via the United States 
Navy and the Signal Corps. Actu- 
ally “voice” transmissions .(as dis- 
tinct from Morse Code. dot-and- 
dash) had been demonstrated as 
early as 1905 and the Jules Vernes 
of the day had predicted radio, di- 
athermy, television, radar and 
guided missiles. But hardly any- 
body imagined the radio sponsor 
whose subsidies would make pos- 
sible an organized schedule of en- 
tertainment which ultimately 
would rival the boxoffice. 


| Story of’ Radio | 


In VariEty’s Golden Jubilee Edi- 
tion, late this year, the story of ra- 
dio will be told in much detail. 
For radio was the first of a number 
of “mechanical” innovations that 
were rapidly to alter the compara- 
tively simple amusement industry 
identified with the early years of 
this publication. Date radio from 
1920. Talking pictures from 1926. 
Television, crudely, from 1931. 
These three developments alone 
have spelled theatrical r-e-v-o-l-u- 
t-i-o-n. More recently we have 
come to grips with color television, 
Cinerama, CinemaScope, VistaVi- 
sion, closed-circuit. and pay-see. 
Verily, the engineer has moved 
into show business as nobody, but 
nobody, could have envisioned half 
a century ago. And even today no 
man may say for a certainty where 
it all shall end. The public pro- 
phesies of a Brig. Gen. David Sar- 
noff, of RCA-NBC, or a Dr. Frank 
Stanton, of CBS, literally dizzy the 
imagination. 

Vaudeville was to languish and 
largely disappear from the face of 
America in the years following ra- 
dio’s upsurge but radio alone can 
hardly bear the whole burden of 
thé blame. Dialog and the music 
soundtrack on moving pictures, 
and the buying up of vaudeville 
circuits by film interests, all 
sapped the stamina of vaudeville. 
Nor can the full story omit the 
suicidal tendencies in the vaude- 
ville managers, their blind toler- 
ance of, or connivance in, all sorts 
of penny-ante chisels, their official 
encouragement of copy acts, and 
other nefarious economies which 
killed incentive among the per- 
formers and made the best of 
them anxious to move out of vaude- 
ville into legit, flims or even—in 
due course—radio, 

VARIETY said it right out—soon- 
er or later radio would have to pay 
actors. Operators of early stations 
tried to con troupers into going on 
with free broadcast on the grounds 
that radio was the greatest public- 
ity medium ever invented. It was, 
up to that time, but the actors 
still clung to a quaint fondness of 
folding money. 

In those early days it wasn’t just 











Times Sq. of the Future. 





‘ 


Times Square has ‘been given an architectural going-over by a 
group of students at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. — 
strictly in the modern groove with overpasses for pedestrians, up- 
dated outdoor advertising gimmicks, and numerous other features 
including a changeover from the news ribbon on the Times Build- 
ing to a 100 feet by 175 feet screen erected on a- parking tower 
for visual projection of the news in color. 

Abstract blueprints and comments on the student designs are 
featured in the August edition of Architectural Forum. The face- 
lifting also take in the existing traffic and parking problems. 
Among those commenting on the redevelopment plan in the mag 
are T. J. McInerny, managing director of the Broadway Assn., and 
Robert V. Dowling, City Investing Co. prexy. 

Dowling observes, ‘“‘Times Square should never be dignified; it’s 
a carnival place. Trying to dignify it would be like putting a high 
silk hat on Davy Crockett and taking away his coonskin ... We 
should improve what we’ve got. I’m for a practical cleanup which 
On the other hand, 
gave the new look virtual 100% 


It’s 


the Broadway Assn.’s McInerny 
endorsement, 








Screams In The Night 





the talent that found broadcasters 
tight with a buck. The American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., which 
owned some of the .basie radio 
patents, wanted station’s to pay roye 
alties. So did the music *-perform- 
ance society, ASCAP. In both in- 


‘stances the radio operators yelled 


bloody murder. AT&T was to duck 
out by 1926 but ASCAP and the 
broadcasters kept up a running 
feud until 1940. 

It is interesting to note that a 
page one VARIETY streamer of 
March 10, 1922 proclaimed, “Radio 
Sweeping the Country.” This fact 
had both immediate and specula- 


‘tive significance for the rest of show 


biz, and Variety did not flinch at 
the at-the-time depressing possi- 
bilities. Actually the founder, 
Sime Silverman, was something of 
a radio addict, partly because he 
was fond of baseball and partly 
because he liked music while he 
worked, often late into the evening, 
As to Sime’s tolerance of static, 
crosstalk and cosmic shreiks, staff 
members old erough to remember 
that torture machine with the big 
hern at the back of the office, still 
shudder. When Sime would final- 
ly leave, someone would quickly 
press the ‘button and usher in 
blessed silence. 


Early radio had a bad name for 
more reasons than static. It was 
populated by a motley crew of con 
men and con women. They sold 
everything from stock certificates 
(ideal for papering bathrooms) to 
cemetery lots (slightly under 
water) and they preached anything 
from Yogism to Kluxism. One of 
the worst Kluxers flourished right 
in New York City where he. oper- 
ated his own radio station. When 
invited to give equal time for reply 
to persons he had slandered this 
impudent demagog flatly stated 
that he would have no truck with 
silly ideas like fair play. 

In broadening out to cover radio 
VaRIETY found itself dealing with 
all sorts of strange new species. 
For instance: advertising agencies, 
hillbillies, soap operas, gold-voiced 
announcers, silver-masked tenors, 
Mystery Chefs, Voices of Experie 
ence, majors of the Missouri State 
Militia, specialists in the cries of 
babies, racoons and yeast manu- 
facturers, shortwave and Graham 
MacNamee. , 

One thing has comforted VarIeT¥ 
—eome radio, come television, 
come widescreen, or high tide, our 
basic language has always got us 
over the border. That basic lan- 
guage, as if we had to tell you, is 
showmanship. It fits every where. 
And how are your Hertzian waves? 


BBC-TV to Put On 
Plays Prior to West End 
Theatrical Presentation 


London, Aug. 23. 

Under a deal made with BBC-TV 
last week, Henry Sherek is to tele- 
vise a number of new plays over 
the state web prior to West End 
theatrical presentation. This is a 
major switch from past policy, 
which has restricted cooperation 
between legit and tv to brief ex- 
cerpts of plays after they have 
opened in town. 


The plays will be staged under 
the title of “Henry Sherek Pre- 
sents” and will be featured, mainly 
on Sunday nights, at monthly in- 
tervals. The first of the series will 
go on the air on Sept. 25, the first 
vodheng of commercial tv in Lon- 

on, 
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FOREIGN PIX’S “NOW- OR-NE 





Boxscore on NY. Pix Crix 


Here, in thumbnail fashion, is a boxscore on the companies’ ap- 
praisal of the film crix on the N. Y. dailies: 

Bosley ‘Crowther (Times) — Brilliant; erratic; prefers foreign 
films; writes the most thorough review in the business but oc- 
casionally retreats to ivory tower; can literally make or unmake 
any picture in the “sophisticated” class; has thorough grasp of the 


industry and its problems. 


William K. Zinsser (Herald Tribune)—More open-minded than 
Crowther in many respects; for the most part a “fair” reviewer 
who writes a readable piece, but has a penchant for biting sarcasm, 
a la John Crosby; also likes foreign films; cares nothing for b.o. 


values. 


Kate Cameron (News)—Knows what her readers like and don’t 
like; a “friend” of the industry; goes by popular appeal* rather 


than “art.” 


Archer. Winston (Post)—Occasionally gets on a high horse, but 
on the whole rates pix realistically; a pushover for “significance” 


in films. 


Alton Cook (Telegram & Sun)—Apt to be tough one day leni- 
ent the next; writes a punchy review that occasionally veers to the 
sophisticates’ corner; usually fair and realistic. 

Frank Quinn (Mirror)—Likes most pictures and therefore is 
great favorite with the companies. 

Rose Pelswick (Journal-American)—Considers her function as a 
reviewer to rehash the plot without giving opinions. Tough to get a 


good quote from her. 





Heat Wave Isn’t Enough; Now Execs 
Boil at Trio of Pix Panned in N.Y. 


Film company execs are plenty + 


burned up about the tonguelashing 
some of their top pix received last 
week from the N. Y. Times and 
Herald Tribune crix. 

Films involved were “Love Is a 
Many Splendored Thing” (20th- 
Fox; “Ulysses” (Paramount) and 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (Warner 
Bros.). Of the three, “Ulysses” 
probably fared the worst, with the 
Trib’s Wiliiam K. Zinsser gagging 
up his review with what one film 
exec called “New Yorkerish glee.” 

Criticizing the critics — when 
they pen unfavorable notices—is a 
favorite game at the companies. 
But, on the basis of the three re- 
views last week, execs claim the 
scribes of the top papers have lost 
all contact with reality. 

“They’re all trying to out-New 
Yorker the New Yorker,” opined 
one 20th plugger, studying the 
“Love Is a Many Splendored 
Thing’ pans in the Times and 
Tribune. “After all,” he added, “he 
(the Times’ Bosley Crowther) must 
have some regard for the boxoffice. 
Nobody expects him to pick the top 
moneymakers, but when he cruci- 
fies a picture, and then it is a very 
big grosser both in N. Y. and out- 
side, that ought to prove at least 
that a lot of people—including his 


(Continued on page 20) 


SEE PRICE BEEF PROBE 
AS STAFF WORK STARTS 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

The staff of the retail pricing 
subcommitte of the Senate Small 
Business Committee expects to 
commence __ investigation next 
month on complaints of the prices 
being charged by the film distribu- 
tors. 

The staff work, it was explained, 
will continue until the’ beginning 
of January, by which time the sub- 
committee, headed by Sen. Hubert 








| 


Humphrey (D., Minn.), will be | 
ready to conduct public hearings, if 
necessary. 


While the sub-committee’s deci- 
sion will be based upon findings of 
its staff, the general belief here is 
that hearings are a foregone con- 
clusion. This is in line with a 
statement made in Minneapolis 
last Thursday (18) by Benjamin 
Berger, chairman of the emergency 
defense committee of the Allied 
States Assn. 

Berger predicted that the hear- 
ing was a sure thing. 


Gardner, Levy Prod. Team 
Check Out of Col Studio 


Holiywood, Aug. 23. 








20th May Pay Up to 2506 
On Wilson ‘Flannel Suit’ 


Twentieth-Fox, in purchasing 
Sloan Wilson’s “The Man in the 
Gray Flannel Suit,” is paying the 
author $125,000, plus $25,000 for 
exploitation of the book, which is 
on the bestseller list. 


Deal involves an escalator ar- 
rangement under which 20th may 
end up paying as much as $250,000 
for the noval, depending on _ its 
bookstore sale. 


Col Buys Touchy 
Kantor Civil War 
Yarn for $250,000 


“Andersonville,” an unpub- 
lished novel by MacKinlay Kantor 
about the Confederate’ prison 
camp during the Civil War, has 
been bought by Columbia Pictures 
for a reported $250,000. Deal was 
made personally by Col’s produc- 
tion chief, Jerry Wald, and is un 
usual both for the high figure paid 
and the subject matter involved. 

As a result of the film sale, 
Kantor stands to collect close to! 
$400,000 prior to publication. Book 








NY. ARTY OUTLETS 
100% stWED UP? 


One of the most active seasons 
in the foreign film market is shap- 
ing. up for this fall, promising 
sharp competition for N. Y. play- 
dates and a new accent on dubbing. 

Situation is changed quite radic- 
ally from last fall, with exhibs now 
increasingly prominent in the dis- 
tribution of foreign pix. Side-pro- 
duct of this is that the art show- 
cases in N. Y. will be more difficult 
than ever to crack by the indies 
without theatres of their own. 


Paris Theatre is run by Pathe 
Cinema, which is going into dis- 
tribution later this year end can 
be counted on to favor its own 
product. Fine Arts Theaire is 
owned by Richard Davis, portner 
with John G. McCarthy in United 
Motion Picture Organization, wiich 
is also going into distribution and 
is likely to use the Fine Arts as 
a logical outlet. Little Carnegie 
belongs to Jean Goldwurm, who 
also runs Times Film Corp. as a 
distributing outfit. Baronet is 
operated by Walter Reade, partner 
with Frank Kassler in Continental 
Distributing. Another circuit, also 
with art theatre outlets, is cur- 
rently mulling distribution of for- 
eign films. 

Video Angle 


- Where, only a few years ago, 
dubbed product was generally con- 
sidered unsuitable for the U. S. 
market, today it’s the talk of the 
foreign film trade. Indies seem 
convinced—despite the lack of any 
great precedent—that imports with 
English soundtracks, if prepared 
intelligently, can succeed and, ad- 
ditionally, have a chance on tv. 
In fact, some of them argue, a tv 
sale could well pay for the con- 
siderable dubbing cost. 

Primarily, however, they feel 
certain that American theatres and 
public will. accept dubbed pix. Ac- 
tually, only one dubbed foreign 
film—the Italian “Anna’’—has had 
any, success in this country, even 
though a number of others 
(“Fabiola,” ete.) -were dubbed. 
Again and again, the argument is 
advanced that, if American pix 
abroad are so wholeheartedly ac- 
cepted in dubbed form, the op- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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‘Loew's to Acquire Ozoners in NY., 
N.J.; Justice, 


Court Okays Seen 





Goetz on Coast for M-G 
Talks About His Future 


Future status of Ben Goetz, 
former head of Metro’s production 
activities in England, will be de- 
termined following confabs with 
studio officials. Goetz, whose con- 
tract with the company has ex- 
pired, returned from London last 
week and went to the Coast Fri- 
day (19) after numerous meetings 
with Loew’s prexy Nicholas M. 
Schenck in New York. 

Goetz, it’s said, has expressed a 
desire to retire, but at the urging 
of Schenck is reported ready to 
reconsider if a satisfactory ar- 
rangement could be made for a 
studio advisory post. 


Grant’s 10% May 
Yield Him Up To 
7506 From ‘Thief 


Cary Grant will walk away with 
$500,000 to $750,000 from his deal 
with Paramount on “To Catch A 
Thief.” If the film maintains its 





will get nearer the $750,000 mark; 
the lesser figure is a conservative 
one based on the possibility of a 
now-unexpected softness in subse- 
quent theatre areas. 

It was recently reported that 
Grant has a cut of 10% of the gross 
on Stanley Kramer’s upcoming 
“Pride and the Passion.” The deal 
with Par is considered the more 
significant at this time because 
“Thief” is completed and in re- 
lease and established as a click. 

Pact with Par gives Grant 10% 
of the “Thief” gross but insiders 
are vague on where the gross be- 
gins. Specifically, whether it’s 
measured before or after Par takes 
a slice of the income to cover dis- 
tribution expense. “It’s very close 


(Continued on page 17) 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Strong; ‘Roberts’ 


First for 5th Consecutive 


Week, ‘Thief’ 2d, ‘Holiday’ 3d, ‘Blues’ 4th 


With some,new, strong product 


| starting out in key cities covered 
| by VARIETY this session, biz is pick- 


| 
| 


ing up despite handicap of more 
torrid weather, floods and hurri- 
canes. The storms and high water 
along the Atlantic seaboard did not 
hurt as much as a return of tropical 
| temperatures. They actually helped 


is due out via World Publishing in | | Boston and Philly. 


November. It'll also be brought | 
out in a paperback edition by new 
American, which is paying $75,- 
000 for the rights. 
$15,000 which the 


house was to pay in case of a| 
Hollywood sale. 

Furthermore, 
a Book of the Month selection 
(another $30,000) and one chapter 
of it was sold to the Readers Di- 
gest Book Club for $35,000. First 
printing of the novel only amounts 
to 35,000 copies. Col deal was 
agented by Donald Friede, World 
Publishing exec and editor, and 
amounted to the very figure origi- 
nally asked by Kantor for 
screen rights. 

Col’s pickup of the novel is un- 





| 


“Andersonville” is | 





the 


usual in that the subject is unfa- | 


'vorable to the South. At least one 
other company that had been in- 
terested in 


the tome eventually | 


Producing team of Arthur Gard-/| decided against considering it for | 


ner and Jules Levy, inked by Co- | that very reason. 
lumbia a year ago, has checked out | | pix on the Civil War, 
of the studio, not having put any | | reasons, 


of the three _ properties 
prepped into work, 

Yarns’ included 
Bug,” “Flight,” 
pilot film, 


“The Talking 
an Air Force jet 
and “Reprisal.” 


Practically all | 


have been friendly in 


being | tome to the South, or at least neu 


tral in relating events and etching 
personalities. 

It’s assumed that Kantor will 
do the screenplay for Columbia, 


for obvious | 


| 
-} 
| 
| 
| 


For the fifth week in succession, 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) is capturing 
first place by a wide margin, with 
gross total again near the $500,000 


That includes | mark. It is big to smash in nearly | 
blishi all 21 keys where now current. 
ener | “To Catch Thief” (Par), standout 


newcomer last session, is moving 
up to second place, first time in re- 
lease to any extent. It is brisk to 
terrific in eight key cities. “Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indie) is winding 
up third. 


“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB), third | 


a week ago, is landing fourth spot. 
“Never Too Young” (Par), not 
prominent last session, is coming 
back via some new playdates to fin- 
ish fifth. “‘Not As Stranger” (UA), 
long high on list, is capturing sixth 





GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR 


VARIETY 


1905 - 1955 











money, with “Man From Laramie” 
(Col) taking seventh. 
“Lady and Tramp” (BV), seventh 
on round, is taking eighth place. 
‘We're No Angels” (Par), in hun- 
| ner-up category last week, is wind- 
ing ninth while “Summertime” 
| rounds out the Top 10 list. 
“Marty” (UA) is topping the rufi- 
|ner-up group. “The Shrike” (U), 
“Private War Major Benson” (U) 
and “How To Be Popular” (20th) 
are the other runner-up pix in that 
order. 
“Love 
| Thing” 


Is Many  Splendored 
(20th) shapes as outstand- 
ing future winner, based on show- 
ing this stanza. It is terrific in Bos- 
ton and Philly, big in Minneapolis, 
sock in L.A., great in N. Y. and 
swell in Detroit. ‘“‘Ulysses” (Par), 
also new, is mighty in first week at 

Y. Globe. 

“Female on Beach” (U) apparent- 
ly is picking up where Joan Craw- 


ford’s previous big pic left off, be- | 


ing terrific in N. Y. and huge in 
| Philly. “Girl Rush” (Par) looms 
fast on Philly preem. 

“Pearl of South Pacific’ (RKO) 
is not promising this round, okay 
sessions in Boston and Buffalo be- 
ing tops. “Virgin Queen” (20th) 
still is spotty, being neat in Boston, 
stout in Providence but modest in 
Detroit, fair in Seattle and light in 
Portland. ‘“‘Kentuckian” (UA), okav 
in L.A., 
in St. Louis. 

“Foxfire” 
Chi. 
to, 
“7 Year Itch” 
(Complete Boxoffice 

Pages 8-9) 


(U) 
“Wichita” 


shapes hotsy 
(AA), big in Toron- 


Reports 


present boxoffice pace, the actor. 


is fair in Buffalo and great | }; 
in | 
is sock in Chi and lean in L.A. | 
(20th) is big in L.A. ||! 


on |} 
aL 


~¢* Loew’s Theatres, which has been 


adding to its theatre holdings re- 
cently, is planning to acquire drive- 
ins in New York and New Jersey. 
It has its eye on one site in Jersey 
where it contemplates building. 
Theatre chain is also on the prowl 
for another N. J. location as well 
as one in N. Y. State. As with its 
previous acquisitions, the circuit 
will ask permission of the Dept. of 
Justice and the Federal Court. Ap- 
proval of both Federal units for 
theatre additions is required under 
terms of the consent decree order 
divorcing Loew’s into separate 
theatre and production companies, 

The theatre chain received Court 
approval to obtain ozoners in sub- 
burban Chicago and Jacksonville, 
Fla., recently. It presently has a 
request on file for the acquisition 
of a 1,300-seat conventional theatre 
now under construction in Coral 
Gables, Fla. Hearing on the ap- 
plication is set for Monday (29) in 
N.Y. Federal Court. 

It’s understood that the D. of 
J., following a study of the com- 
petitive angles, will not oppose 
Loew’s request. Archie Weltner, 
Loew’s Theatres counsel, went to 
Washington last week to confer 
with Justice Dept. officials. A 
‘greenlight from the D. of J. usually 
means court approval, unless some 


(Continued on page 20) 


MPAA CAN'T SHED THAT 
$40,000 SHORTS MONEY 


Fund of some $40,000 is going 
begging at the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. 

Coin reps the profit on the 
theatrical release of the industry’s 
12 public relations shorts back in 
1949-50 and has been held in es- 
crow ever since, waiting for some- 
one to decide what to do with it. 

To dispose of the money, MPAA 
would have to collect all the exhib 
association prexies around a table, 
along with distrib reps and others. 
First, the coin would have to be 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Pas Rast Jumket Misses Washout 
~- Of Conn. Area: Newsreel Gets Beat 


By HY HOLLINGER 


Watefbury,; Conn., Aug. 23. 
Paramount newsreel. m 


here 
to cover the world preem of Rosa- 
lind Russell starrer,. “The Girl 


.”” Thursday..18), got a.beat 
on .the film. ‘footage of’ this in- 
undated area, which was one of 
the hardest hit by last week’s flood. 
Cameramen,, who were scheduled 
to leave on Friday. (19), stayed on 
to cover the disaster. 

New York newspapermen cover- 
ing the Par junket, Gloria De 
Haven, producer Frederick Bris- 
son, and Par pub-ad chief Jerry 
Pickman got out-on one of the last 
trains to leave the city, unaware 
of what was coming. A special 
two-car New Haven train left 
Waterbury in a heavy downpour 
shortly after midnight Thursday, 
travelling over the same bridge 
which was washed ‘out the next 
morning. 

The Boston and New England 
newspaper delegation, shepherded 
by Par’s Boston rep‘ Arnold Van 
Leer, made it to New Haven Fri- 
day morning by taxi safari 15 min- 
utes before a state of emergency 
was declared. 

Miss Russell, who was scheduled 
to be in New York Friday to re- 
hearse for Sunday’s (21) Ed Sulli- 
van tv show, almost didn’t make 
it. She started out by car at 2 a.m. 
but had to turn back because of 
flooded roads. On Friday morning, 
with the help of the Automobile 
Club, Miss Russell and her party 
made it to Gotham via back roads 
not hit by the flood. 

The junket and preem activities 
just got under the wire, winding 
up as the heavy downpour started, 
While the flood may have deflated 
the preem’s result, it shaped up, 
as originally. planned, as a potent 
boxoffice booster. 

There may be a-tendency ameng 
many to disparage the value of film 


(Continued on page 18) 
Ohio Allied Unit 
Backs Pix Ex 

Support for the idea of a film 
industry exposition as suggested by 
Theatre Owners of America for its 
1956 convention at the N.Y. Coli- 
seum came this week from -an 
Allied States Assn. unit. Robert A. 
Wile, executive secretary of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, declared in letter to VARIETY 
that the announcement “intrigues 
us here in Ohio very much.” 

He suggests that the expo plan 
be carried out even further so that 
the exposition could be broken up 
and sent travelling. He recalled 
that Ohio was the first state to 
have a film industry exposition. It 
was held at the Ohio State Fair in 
1952 and the material was later 
moved to the Indiana State Fair. 

“As long as the material is all 
assembled,” Wile argues, “don’t 
you think it best to keep it out 
before the public in cities other 
than New York? I can envision the 
exhibitors in cities like Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Toledo, Columbus, Day- 
ton, Akron, and Youngstown find- 
ing the space in an armory or 
empty store to display this ma- 
terial.” 


JERSEY ALLIED CALM 
ABOUT ANY TOA ‘RAID’ 


Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey appears unconcerned about 
the possibility of a “raid” on its 
territory by Theatre Owners of 
America. At a meeting of the 
Jersey TOA unit last week, Wal- 
ter Reade Jr., TOA board chair- 
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- Better. Late Than... 


. Hal March, emcee of tv’s 
“The $64,000 Question,” has a 
short- role as a punchdrunk 
fighter in Metro’s musical, 
“It’s Always Fair Weather.” 
Since the picture was made 
before the tv show and March 
achieved national prominence, 
he receives no sereen credit 
in the picture and his name 
is not included in the adver- 
tising aceessories. 

,With March presently a suc- 
cess, Metro is determined to 
capitalize on his new-found 
fame. All future advertising, 
publicity and promotion relat- 
ing to the picture will include, 
where possible, copy to the 
following effect: “Introducing 
Hal March, Master of Cere- 
monies of the _ sensational 
‘$64,000 Question’ tv program. 
He’s a riot in his first im- 
portant movie role.” 


Lowel Calvert Dies; 
Producers’ Rep Had 
Unusual RKO Tiein 


Lowell V. Calvert, who died in 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. last Tuesday 
(16) night, was a member of that 
special fraternity that had its ups 
and downs as independent pro- 
duction trended alternately strong 
and weak. 

Calvert mostly was kniwn as a 
successful and highly regarded pro- 
ducer’s N. Y. representative. Film- 
makers with whom he was associ- 
ated included David O. Selznick, 
Frank Capra, Hunt Stromberg, 
Robert Rifkin and James Nasser. 
In 1950, when indie production 
was at ebb tide, Calvert joined 
Howard Hughes in what proved 
an unusual arrangement. Calvert 
headquartered at the RKO home- 
office and functioned as represen- 


~ 





tative of Hughes on the latter’s |. 


films, yet Hughes was: in control 
of RKO and his pictures were, of 
course, distributed by that - com- 
pany. 

In his prior aspen: Calvert's role 
was that of the final authority on 
whether an exhibition contract was 
the best for his client. The distrib- 
utor would set the deal, and Cal- 
vert would be called in to say yes 
or no. Producers’ reps with his 
authority now have become few 
in number because of the new pat- 
tern of indie production. 

Worked With ‘GWTW’ 

The outstanding pic with which. 
Calvert was connected. was Selz- 
nick’s “Gone With the Wind,” in 
its early Metro release stages. It 
was in 1933 that he became gen- 
eral manager of Pioneer Develop- 
ment Corp., and in this capacity 
supervised distribution of Se:znick 
International and Gapra Produc- 
tions releases. In 1942, when a new 
era of prosperity for the independ- 
ents began (and lasted until short- 
ly after World War II), Calvert 
switched to the succession of team- 
ups with Stromberg, et al. 

In joining Hughes, Calvert went 
on the payroll of Hughes Tool Co., 
not RKO, thus adding to the un- 
usual aspects of the post. Despite 
the fact that Hughes sold RKO to 
Tom O'Neil, Calvert stayed on the 
job with Hughes Tool until the 
time of his death. 

His widow, Edith, and a daugh- 
ter, Audrey, survive. 


Disney Joins AMPP 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Walt Disney Productions’ entry 








into the ranks of the Assn. of Mo- 


man, revealed that TOA will be- tion Picture Producers increases to 


gin an organizational 

New Jersey. 
George Gaughan, 

representative, will tour the ter- 


drive in 10 the number of major producing 


companies which hold membership 


TOA’s field jin the outfit. 


Disney company now belongs to 


ritory shortly to pitch TOA’s story, | two producer groups, other being 


Reade disclosed. 


Except for the | the Society of Independent Motion 


Reade, RKO, Fabian, and. Skour- Picture Producers, which will con- 
as chains in Jersey and a handful | | tinue to act for the company in 


of firstrun ops, the majority of | 
the 


are members of Allied. The Jer- 


sey Allied unit is one of the strong | to Disney, include Columbia, Metro 


outfits in national Allied and it’s 


telt TOA will have to do a top sell-| Fox, UI, Warners and Allied Art- | | at Heart, 7 


ing job to pry away some members. 


state’s independent exhibitors to prexy Roy O. Disney. 


film distribution matters, according 


The AMPP members, in addition | 


, 


Paramount, Republic, RKO, 20th- | 


ists. 


hegenn Firm Wants 
Full Title to ‘Love Happy’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 


duction starring the Marx Bros., 
released by United Artists in 1949, 
is subject of a quiet title suit in 
Superior Court, filed by Standard 
Capital Ine., investment firm. 
Court is asked to declare the plain- 
tiff sole owner of the film, rights 
to which it asserts were acquired 
in-a sale. 

In seeking any claim which the 
defendants may hold, - Standard 
names as defendants Cowan,!_ 
Artists Alliance Inc., General Ser- 
vice Studios, Drakes Investment 
Corp., Ben Hecht, Harpo: Marx, 
Chico Marx, Gummo Marx, 
Groucho Marx, Betty Marx, Law- 
rence W. Beilenson, United Artists 
Inc, and Neil Agnew. 


Double-Vision In 
‘War-Peace Title 


If Mike Todd goes ahead with his 
production plans. or “War and 
Peace,” likelihood looms that the 
classic Tolstoy title will adorn two 
films. 

It’s all because Todd, as an indie, 
isn’t a member of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America and there- 
fore not bound to register a title 
with the MPAA’s title registration 
bureau. Paramount, on the other 
hand, which will handle the Ponti- 
ci Laurentiis ““‘War and Peace,” did 
register the title with the MPAA. 

Even though Todd isn’tan MPAA 
member, he could still have regis- 





_tered the title “War and Peace.” 


However, this would probably have 
prevented him from using it, since 
Par was in there ahead of him (at 
least at the title bureau). 


Nat that Par is at the head of the 
title bureau list either. Top spot is 
held by Metro. Under MPAA’s un- 
written rule, when a company gets 
going on a picture, and none of 
those that have registered the title 
ahead of it have any plans for a 
similar production, they then re- 
linquish the title and it’s assigned 
to the studio making the film. 

Par’s “War and Peace” is cur- 
rently shooting im Italy and, in any 
event, will beat the Todd version 
to the punch. Nevertheless, says a 
Todd spwkesman, the latter will not 
hesitate to release his pic under 
the. “War and Peace” tag if and 
when it hits the market, which 
could be sometime in 1956. 

Furthermore, says the Todd of- 
fice, ‘War and Peace” in the Todd- 
AO process—regardless of the Par 
version—will be the only true ver- 
sion of the book. Fhe argument: 
Par is shooting its film in the 
Italian Alps, where there’s snow. 
Book calls for snow, but it’s set 
against the bc>ckground of the Rus- 
sian plains. snd that’s the setting 
Todd wants to duplicate in Yugo- 
slavia. 


NAT’L THEATRES SEEKS 
BUY OF 7 UTAH HOUSES 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

National Theatres has applied to 
the Federal Court to acquire seven 
theatres in and around Salt Lake 
City. 

Hearing on the petition will be 
held before Federal Judge Noonan, 
in U. S. District Court at 2 p.m., 
Friday Sept. 2, it was disclosed by 
the Justice Dept. yesterday (Mon.). 

The houses, owned by Joseph 
Lawrence, include the Uptown and 
Rialto in central Salt Lake City; 





‘the Oak Hill Drive-in, Villa Theatre 


and Southeast Theatre on the edge 
of the city; the Murray Theatre in 
nearby Murray, Utah; and the 
Academy, in Provo, Utah. The Anti- 
trust Division will appear at the 
hearing, but has not yet disclosed 
its position. National Theatres has 
been dickering for several weeks 
with Justice on the matter. 


WB in New Product 


Deal With Hoyts Loop 


Sydney, Aug. 16. 

Stanley Higginson, WB’s local 
chief, and Ernest Turnbull, head 
|of the Hoyt’s loop, have signed a 
| six- -film pact, covering the 180 
| houses attached to the circuit. New 
contract takes in “A Star Is Born” 
| (due for Melbourne preem next 
October); “Drum Beat,” “Young 
“East of Eden,” Un- 
' chained” and “Track of Cat.” 








“Love Happy,” Lester Cowan pro- 


~ Don Marquis’ Seering 


The late Don Marquis, author of “ 
an odd prediction in one of his “letters. 


and mehitabel,” madé 
m archy the cockroach* 


~ called “hold everything” 25 or 30 years ago. Closing up the vers- 
libre lines, it reads: “mehitabel the cat says she is not scared by 
the cleanup in the moving pictures cheer up says mehitabel sclee 
vision is coming some time and who knows but What television 
will be lousy and enjoyable and by the time television is cleaned 
up the pictures will get immoral again there is always hope says 
mehitabel if you dont weaken the artistic purpose of these periods 
of reform is to give greater zest to the relaxation which follows” 
(This from page 298 of “the lives and time of archy and mehi- 


tabel” (Doubleday) a collection from Marquis columns. 


Copyright 


dates start as far back as 1916 but it’s impossible to tell just when 


the above appeared. ) 





America-On-Wheels Ups 
Nat'l Parks, Monuments 
To New Boxoffice Peaks 


By JOHN QUINN 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 


Touring and rubbernecking con- 
tinue to be one ‘ef the great “diver- 
sions of America: And it is on the 
increase, according to reports from 
national*parks and monuments. 


National parks and monuments 
have their fingers on the entertain- 
ment pulse through admissions 
charged. Through the more north- 
erly chain of these attractions at- 
tendance was on the climb early 
in the season, with traffic thriving 
at Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons, 
Hell’s Half Acre and the Craters 
of the Moon (Idaho). Early in the 
season it was down a shade in the 
California Redwoods and Yosemite, 
but gaining rapidly. They, too, 
were looking for record years, 
given a break in the weather. 


As with other enterprises in the 
amusement, weather is a gigantic 
factor in the trade at the parks and 
monuments. Given favorable atmg- 
sphere .on a big holiday week-end, 
traffic at Yosemite would reach 
well over 30,000 in three days, 
against an average of 7,500 tourists 
on a week-day. The Yosemite 
figures this year were 38,000 on 
the July 4 weekend, against 36,000 
on the same weekend of 1954. 


Some extent of the popularity of 
these tourist destinations can be 
seen from the fact that Yosemite 
played to 1,008,031 persons in 1954. 
This year it is virtually apace, and 
expected to top that figure before 
the season ends—at $3 per auto. 
The California-enclosed park ranks 
third among national parks as an 
attraction, behind Yellowstone, the 
champ, and the Great Smokies of 
Tennessee, a perennial favorite. 


Yosemite and the Great Smokies : 


chalk up their attendance with 
year-around play, while Yellow- 
stone is open only during the sum- 
mer. The 1954 total was the first 
time Yosemite ever topped 
1,000,000, and was 4% ahead of 
1953. The total came largely from 


{motor vehicles, with 287,641 being 


the count. 
Entertainment Angle 


Running a park such as Yosemite 
with its many lodges and camps re- 
quires considerable attention to 
entertainment, but it is mostly dis- 
charged by amateur or semi-pro 
talent. Camp Curry, largest of the 
camps in Yosemite, offers a nightly 
Stage show, mostly teenagers and 
others rounded up by the enter- 
tainment director, but capably pre- 
sented in an outdoor theatre. 


Orchs (usually of smaller dimen- 
sions) are to be found in the more 
elite spots, such as Sun Valley, 
where it goes with dinner and/or 
cocktail hours. 

Smaller spots, such as_ the 
Crater of the Moon, in remote Cen- 
tral Idaho, reported an increase 
of 10% in traffic (50c per car) over 
last year, and that is felt to be 
somewhat above the average. 

Tieups, such as of a drive-in 
theatre with the leading motels, 
seemed untouched, and compara- 
tively little use was being made 
of outdoor display, either for in- 
stitutional ads, or of attraction 
notices. 

Verging on this category are 
radio stations, few of which give 
a passing motorist any chance to 
tune in on them. Only a few sta- 
tions post signs on the. leading 
highways as to the ke spot where 
they can be found on the dial. 
Some, even with roadside locations, 
have signs indicating their call 
letters, but still no ke listing. 





Ava Gardner will take over the 
title role in Metro’s new version of 
Eugene O’Neill’s “Anna Christie,” 
to be produced by Jules Schermer 
as a dramatic musical. Howard 








Keel will costar. 





Charge Account 


Setup Spreads To 
Film Boxoffice 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

: What long has been discussed 
as a smart piece of showmanship 
but for the future now has become 
a reality. Film goers can now 
mareh up to the boxoffice of the 
eight Fanchon & Marco theatres 
in Souther California and say to 
the cashier, “Charge it,’ for a 
novelty ‘in film biz history. 

Circuit has finalized a deal with 
Trip Charge, under which any of 
its houses will honor the credit 
cards issued by TC to subscribers 
for use in restaurants and other 
places of business. 

TC clients will be billed at the 
end of the month and payment 
guaranteed to F&M. Fee to theatres 
is 10% of the ticket charge. 

After this ice-breaker, Irving 
Parker, TC vp in charge of the 
western division who negotiated 
the F&M deal, is discussing the 
ade project with other chains 

ere. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jean Pierre Aumont 
Leonard Bernstein 
Barbara Brent 
Jackie Coogan 
Gary Cooper 
Mary Costa 
Jane Darlyn 
Madelyn Darrow © 
Claude Dauphin 
Al Delynn 
Chuck Dreyfus 
Maurice Evans 
Vittorio: Gassman 
Bernard Glasser 
Mel Goldberg 
Dolores Gray 
Shirley Jones 
June Kirby 
’ Chico Marx 
Jayne Meadows 
Ella Mae Morse 
Mort Nathanson 
Margaret O’Brien 
John Patrick 
Milton R. Rackm#l 
Allen Reisner 
Will Rogers Jr. 
Barbara Ruick 
Frank Sinatra 
Ed Sullivan 
Lew Wasserman 
James Westerfield 
Robert Wyler 


N. Y. to L. AL 


Robert Ardrey 
Barbara Cook 
David Davidson 
Bob Downing 
Milton Goldman 
Albert Hague 
David Harmon 
Arnold Horwitt 
Eugenie Leontovich 
Mervyn LeRoy 
Jan Murray 
Tyrone Power 

L. Arnold Weissberger 
Charles Wick 


N. Y. to Europe 
Paul W.. Benson 
Anita Ekberg 
Elizabeth Frazer 
Maria Gambarellli 
Wayne Morris 
Meg Mundy 
Charles Peck Jr. 
David E. Rose 


Europe to N. Y. 
Constance Collins 
Harold Franklin 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Milton Gordon 
Kay Harrison 
Judy Holliday 
George Jessel 
Boris Karloff 
Priscilla Morgan 
Arnold Moss 
Renata Tebaldi 


‘ ee 





Wednesday, August 24, 1953 


PICTURES 5 





—CODE'S COZY “LEGAL CLOAK | 





The Brush on Reefers 


Even some of the trade’s more vocal supporters of the Produc- 
tion Code are not entirely “sold” on the continuing tabu on nar- 


cotics. . 


Illegal drug traffic or addiction is proscribed; the mere 


suggestion of the subject may not be depicted. 
Yet, it’s not denied by certain otherwise 100% pro-Code execs 


that the drug addict represents a growing menace. 


And the evil 


could be combatted with dramatic force via a responsible producer 
focusing on the horrors of addiction. 
The public knows of the existence of reefer and hop elements, 


it’s pointed out. 


Pushers and users make the press headlines re- 


peatedly. TV dramatic shows, including “Dragnet” airings, have 


had subject matter dealing 


with drug victims. 


The Code’s attitude, it’s concluded, reflects obliviousness to a 
serious. problem with which the nation has come face to face. 





COMPO’s Awards Poll Rolling Along 
Despite Allied Sluff; Circuits Join 





There’s no holding back the Au-+ 
dience Awards poll being conduct- 
ed by the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations, despite object- 
tions to both COMPO and the poll 
project by some leaders of Allied 
States. Also, despite the refusal 
of Allied theatremen to kick in 
‘on the financing. 

Over 4,200 theatres participated 
in the recent periodic nominations 
of pictures and players. By the 
time the poll reaches the actual 
public vote in theatres, at least a 
few more thousand expectedly will 
be added. COMPO execs Say 
they’re thus assured of ballots 
numbering high in the millions. 
(One major circuit has privately 
set a quota for itself of 3,500,000 
votes.) 

COMPO got underway with a 
dues collection drive to finance the 

jl a few weeks ago. The money 
CS now rolling in at the same rate 
achieved during the last campaign 
for funds, which was two years: 
ago. 

Allied units which have openly |. 
stated they'll not contribute are 
those in Indiana, Ohio, New Eng- 
land, Western and Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, Denver, Texas, Kansas- 
Missouri and Minneapolis. But 
making up for these defections is 
the ante from the entire National 
Theatres chain. At the time of the 
last COMPC coin solicitation, the 
late Char'es P. Skouras, then head 
of National, was indifferent to 
COMPO and refused .to enhance 
its treasury. Elmer Rhoden, pres- 
ent prez of National, is on 
COMPO’s side to the extent that 
he’s chairing the Awards project. 

(Continued on page 18) 


Nude Documentary Pic 
Readied for Release; 
See No Censor Trouble 


A full-length documentary, fea- 
turing a number of nude sequences, 
will soon be offered to theatres. 
The 77-minute picture, produced 
by Robert Kingsley, will be dis- 
tributed by Walter Bibo’s Excelsior 
Pictures in 13 western states and 
by Arnold Jacobs and Peter 
Horner’s Union Film Distributors 





for the rest of the country. 
Film, titled “The Secret of 
Venus,” traces the history of 


beauty down through the ages and 
emphasizes to what extent modern 
females will go in their attempts 
to improve on nature, Picture was 
filmed in both Europe and the U.S. 

Despite the scenes of undraped 
femmes, Kingsley says he expects 
no difficulty with state and city 
censors. He plans to submit the 
film to the New York Censor Board 
as well as to other censor bodies. 

Claiming there’s nothing offen- 
sive about the film despite the pres- 
ence of the nudes, Kingsley de- 
clared: “It’s all done very taste- 
fully. I’m not in the business of 
peddling smut or offending the 
sensibilities of the public. That 
would defeat the purpose of the 
picture. The fact that people still 
take showers with their clothes off 
is a recognized fact and we 
shouldn’t close our eyes to it—and 
who ever heard of a girl taking 
a bubble bath in a bathing suit?” 

Picture is scheduled for a num- 
ber of test engagements early next 
month, 





Paramount Pays $50, 000 
For Jim Piersall Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Paramount has acquired the 
screen rights to “Fear Strikes 
Out,” the Jimmy Piersall autobiog, 
for a reported. $50,000. It’s under- 
stood the studio became interest- 
ed in “Fear,” about the former 
Red Sox centerfielder, after catch- 
ing it on CBS-TV’s “Climax” last 
Thursday (18) starring Tab Hunter 
and Mona Freeman. 

Deal is also on to get Mel Gold- 
berg, who penned the tv adapta- 
tion, to do the screenplay. Piersall 
and sportswriter Al Hirshberg co- 
authored the story which has a 
mental debility theme. 


Breather for UA 
Execs—No New 
Prod. Deals Pend 


United Artists execs are taking 
a breather—that is, there are no 
new production deals pending that 
they need nail down. Company, of 
course, always is on the alert for 
tieups with indie film-makers and 
it’s rare when not a single new 
association is on the fire. 

Company at present is engaged 
in “jelling” projects already con- 
tracted for, meaning capitalization 
and production follow-through work, 


with the producers, stars and. 
others aligned with the distributor. 


‘UA has a total of about 36 pacts 
with indie producing companies 
or individuals in its portfolio. Via 
these, the company is set with a 
schedule of over 100 pictures for 
delivery within the next three 
years, representing an unusual 
long-haul production blueprint. 


Company, though, is boasting 
about names, rather than number 
of films. Underlined, for example, 
are Stanley Kramer, Anatole 
Litvak, Joseph L. Mankiewicz, Nor- 
man Krasna, Hecht-Lancaster, Kirk 
Douglas, Errol Flynn, Henry Fonda, 
Joan Crawford, Victor Mature, 
Robert Rossen, Paul Gregory- 
Charles Laughton, Frank Sinatra, 
etc. 

Most recent pacts entered by UA 
were renewals calling for four more 
pictures from Robert Aldrich and 
two additional from Kramer. 


PAR WINS EXTRA JAPAN 
IMPORT 3D YEAR IN ROW 


Toyko, Aug. 23. 

For the third year in a row, 
Paramount has been awarded an 
extra import license for showing a 
film which has been determined 
to be “superior” by a board of 
Japanese judges. 

“Rear Window” earned the latest 
bonus. Last year Par won an extra 
license for “Stalag 17” which had 
been a bonus import earned by 
the 1953 “superior” film, “Come 
Back, Little Sheba.” 











HUGHES "46 SUIT 
SET PRECEDENT 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and major company lawyers are 
indifferent to threats of a test of 


the legality of the Production Code 
‘| Administration. A courtroom con- 


test focusing on’ the Code’s au- 


thority has been hinted as forth- 


coming by several independent 
producers and distributors, a con- 
troversy over the Code being in 
full rage again. 

But the. Code’s champions are 
smug about it for the reason they 
feel there’s a solid precedent to 
falls back on. And they have How- 
ard Hughes to thank for the legal- 
istic umbrella. protesting them 
from those who’d prefer that the 
| Code should get lost. - 

Hughes tried to outlaw the Code 
in 1946. This was the first major- 
scale challenge to the industry set 
of standards that were adopted in 
1930. Hughes lost out in the N. Y. 
Federal Court and dropped another 
round in the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. He never carried his beef 
to the U. S. Supreme ‘Court for an 
ultimate ruling, but the lower trib- 
unal’s opinions sided with the Code 
so completely that the company 
attorneys feel there can be no 
doubt of their legal footing. 

Hughes’ row with the Code cen- 
tered on “The Outlaw,” which he 
made independently in 1941 at a 
cost of $2,000,000. He obtained 
Code approval for the pic after 
making a number of required dele- 
tions. But the film-maker failed to 
comply with the Advertising Code 
standards which are designed to 
uphold the same principles of good 
taste in ad copy as the Production 
Code insists upon in pictures. 

Coercion Claim 

Hughes’ nonconformity in adver- 
tising the Jane Russell starrer led 
to revocation of the Production 
Code approval. Hughes filed suit 
against MPAA, of which“Mhe Code 
Administration is a division, charg- 
ing “violation of antitrust laws and 
conspiracy in restraint of trade.” 
Among other things, he squawked 
that member companies of MPAA 
coerced 90% of all theatres in the 


‘Arbitrary Stand’ Rapped 
By Schwartz in Code Seal 
Turndown for ‘Camera’ Pic 


Rebuffed on his appeal for a 
Production Code Seal for “I Am a 
Camera,” Fred Schwartz, president 
of Distributors Corp. of America, 
charged the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America with taking an “arbi- 
trary stand that there is no place 
on the screens of America for a 
film of this kind.” 

“We cannot accept that posi- 
tion,” Schwartz stated. “It is our 
belief that an enlightened inter- 
pretation of the Code, based on 
nothing ‘more than the precedents 
the Code administration itself has 
set in dealing with other films, 
would permit the granting of the 
seal to ‘Camera’.” 

The DCA topper declared in a 
statement following the MPAA 
turndown last week that there 
have been many instances in 
which the Code seal has been 
granted to films which “have cir- 
cumvented the expressed taboos 
of the Code.” He cited instances 
of the depiction of brutality, lust- 
ful kissing and embraces, and the 
overlooking of Code restrictions 
against adultery and illicit sex. 

“Suggestive costumes,” 
Schwartz noted, “are express- 
ly forbidden by the Code. How 
many films have we seen in which 
suggestive costuming has _ been 
used and exploited? As for the 
Code’s restriction which says that 
‘dances suggesting or representing 
sexual actions or indecent passion 
are forbidden’—anyone can name 
a handful of recent films in which 
such dances were prominently dis- 
played.” 

Schwartz said that if the pro-| 











Code Seal for Imports Actually No 
Business of MPAA, Say Execs, Who'd 


Like to Wash 


‘Their Hands of It 





TV-Wise Padre 


Waterbury, Conn., Aug. 23. 
Rev. William J. Kilcoyne, 
who had been principal of the 
school where Rosalind Russell 
had been a pupil, made his 
debut on television during 
‘Miss Russell’s homecoming 
here last Thursday (18) for the 
premiere of Paramount’s “The 
Girl Rush.” 

It was a hot, muggy day and 
the priest stood off alone near 
a window while waiting to go 
on the Dave Garroway telecast 
with Miss Russell. Asked by 
Burt Champion, Par’s publicity 
manager, why he remained at 
the window alone, the priest 
replied: “This is a cool spot. 
You know I’m going on tele- 
vision and I don't want my 
collar to wilt.” 


Col Pics Seeks 
New Format For 


Entry Into TV 


Columbia Pics may be next to join 
the parade to tv, but there’s a 
major “if” involved. The picture 
company wants to fashion a show 
for network airing but is not now 
content to follow the pattern of 
the forthcoming Metro, 20th-Fox 
or Warner programming. 

Col execs haven’t been abie, as 
yet, to come up with the “right” 
format, one which they feel would 
benefit the company’s trademark, 
and combine entertainment values 
with some plugs for the company 
and its theatrical releases. The WB 
show will be stories based on its 
previous studio productions, while 
the M-G airer is slated as “behind 
the scenes” tours of the Culver 
City lot plus short subjects. 

The 20th outing is to be a dif- 
ferent full-hour dramatic show for 
exposure on-alternating weeks. 

Col has had talks with NBC-TV 
officials about a possible tieup— 
both M-G and WB are aligned with 
ABC, and 20th is in the CBS camp 
—but nothing concrete has de- 
veloped as yet. 

Col has been in the pix for tv 
field for some time via its Screen 
Gems subsid. 


ZANUCK TO PRODUCE 











2 PIX IN 12 MONTHS 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Darryl F. Zanuck personally will 
produce two films for 20th Fox 
within the next 12 months, ‘Man in 
the Gray Flannel Suit,” starring 
Gregory Peck, to be scripted and 
directed by Nunnally Johnson, and 
Alec Waugh’s “Island In Sun,” cur- 
rently serialized in the Ladies 
Home Journal and an upcoming 


Literary Guild and Readers Digest | 


book club selection. 

“Sun” will be filmed entirely in 
the Caribbean. Zanuck, whos last | 
personal film was “Egyptian,” 
leaves for London next week to 
meet with 20th prez Spyros P. 
Skouras and attend the annual 
convention of 20th’s European dis- 
tribution organization Joseph Mos- 
kowitz, eastern studio rep, will ac- 
company him. 





Percentage Split 
Zanuck’s trip to Europe with 


Moskowitz to confab with Skouras | 
undoubtedly will entail discussions | 


re the possibility of a profits par- 
ticipation for him in productions. 
However, 





term contract any such changes 


duction Code as now constituted {would probably require stockhold- 


does not see fit to approve “Cam- jer approval. 


Under his present 


era” then the Code should be re- | contract Zanuck gets no participa- 


(Continued on page 64) 


tion in personal productions. 


in view of his long | 
redheads all his life, only to find 


By FRED HIFT 


There is an important. element 
within the- Motion Picture Picture 
Assn. of America which believes 
that both the Production Code and 
foreizn producers would be better 
off if subtitled imports were al- 
lowed .to find their own way in 
the American market without hav- 
ing. to bother with a Code seal. 

The. reasoning. is that the for- 
eign. films’ continued quest for a 
seal is likely to prove a source of 
increasing embarrassment to the 
MPAA and in fact isn’t fair to the 
Code, -which was set up to gov- 
ern production in Hollywood and 
not in Rome or Paris. 

There are several specific points 
of which MPAA officials both here 
and on the Coast are sharply 
aware, even though they are cur- 
rently notin much of a position 
to act upon them: 

1. There is a considérable temp- 
tation on the part of foreign pro- 
ducers to: “use” the Code as a 
publicity kickoff point for pix on 
which.they know full well that the 
Code Administration can’t possi- 
bly issue a seal. 

2. A foreign film, particularly 
with subtitles, automatically. en- 
joys a highly restricted—and cer- 
tainly an adult—audience. The 
Code is meant. primarily to “pro- 
tect” the family audience. There- 
fore, it seems futile to raise a fuss 
about a picture that will never 
even be seen by the great mass of 
the people. 

3. There is a difference between 
American and foreign morality and 
the Code is constantly being asked 
to be flexible beyond a point to 
which it was meant to go. Further- 
more, most of the foreign films 
that do apply for a sedl come be- 
fore the MPAA in finished form, 

- (Continued on page 64) 


‘ ° , ° 
Summertime’ Is Lightly 
e ¢ 5 ] = 

Snipped for ‘B’ Rating; 

— e ° 
Legion Easing Up a Biti 

One of the key dramatic lines 
in the Ilya Lopert production of 
“Summertime” has been trimmed 
and a few feet of footage have 
been eliminated to satisfy the 
Catholic National Legion of De 
cency. 

Changes requested by the Le 
gion were so gninute as to get ob- 
servers wondering why the rat- 
ing group bothered at all. How- 
ever, for the sake of the “B” rat- 
ing, they were made. 

In the original version, Rossano 
Brazzi, upbraiding Katharine Hep- 
burn for her prudishness, says: 
“You are like a hungry child who 
is given ravioli to eat. ‘No’ you say, 
‘I want beefsteak!’ My dear girl, 
you are hungry. Eat the ravioli.” 

The Legion-approved version: 
“You are like a hungry child who 











is given ravoli to eat. My dear 
girl, you are hungry. Eat the 
ravoli.” 

Earlier in the same _ Brazzi 


i speech, Lopert and his distributor, 
United Artists, dropped the line 
in which he tells Miss Heburn 
| “What my wife does is not your 
business,” and they also snipped 
out a brief shot of a waving cur- 
|tain after the lovers kiss on the 
| haleony; this, presumably, to al- 
low the pure-of-mind to feel that 
| Brazzi and Miss Hepburn spent 
ithe rest of the night out on the 
| balcony, watching the fireworks. 
,egion, incidentally, appears to 
| be easing up some. In addition to 
|“Summertime” with its obvious 
| theme of illicit love (Brazzi is mar- 
ried but separated), it has also 
“B”-rated “The Man Who Loved 
| Redheads,” a Korda pic and UA 
| release. In it a diplomat maintains 
a separate home for affairs with 





in the end that his wife knew all 
about it. Prolog to the pic makes 
it clear, however, that it’s a fan- 


jtasy and nothing more. 























Man Called Peter,” again taps that 
story material fount with “The 


od he tee — ao FE ue 
to y Hum v ; ne 
Tierney and Lee J. bb, this 
opulent production is headed for 
- boxoffice in the general mar- 
et. 


Based on the nevel by William 
KE, Barrett and screenplayed by 
Alfred Hayes, the film is somewhat 
provocative, in that its central 
character is a man who masque- 
rades as a — Carrying on this 
deception Yank flier Bogart, 
who believes it to be the sole way 
he can escape as prisoner of 
nese warlord Cobb. 


What transpires in a remote Chi- 
nese province after Bogart dons 
the ecclesiastical robes in 1947 
largely adds up to character studies 
of the fake priest and his imme- 
diate colleagues at a Catholic mis- 
sion, where all are stationed. For 
the drama and s nse aren’t to 
be found in whether the flier 
escapes from C but in the soul- 
searching he subjects himself in 
eontinuing the masquerade. 


Besides Bogart, others who have 
their own mental conflicts are 
Gene Tierney, a nurse searching 
for her husband lost in the war 
and believed dead; E. G. Marshall, 
a doctor who fears for the safety 
of the mission’s staff in light of 
menacing gestures of warlord Cobb, 
and Agnes Moorehead, the physi- 
cian’s wife whose shrewdness in 
appraising the true thoughts of her 
associates appears to have been 
sharpened by her long stay at the 
lonely mission. 


Not only does Bogart wrestle 
with the problem of how to avoid 
carrying out functions of a priest, 
such as hearing confessions, but 
he’s also faced with tactfully re- 
sisting the obvious romantic inter- 
ests of Miss Tie . But on the 
whole he endears himself to the 
villagers, especially in vanquishing 
Cobb via a parley when the latter 
is bent upon laying waste the town 
and mission. 


To sticklers of logic and realism, 
there are a number of scenes and 
incidents that strain the imagina- 
tion. Particularly the tense se- 
quence in which Bogart actually 
wins the village’s freedom by cast- 
ing dice with Cobb. As a gesture, 
the warlord announces blicly 
that he’s been converted to Catholi- 
cism and is sparing the village as 
a modern miracle. 

Entire picture has been given 
top-budget values by producer 
Buddy Adler. Notable of these are 
the physical backgrounds, such as 
the Chinese village set, the native 
vistas, costumes and general Orien- 
tal atmosphere. Use of many Chi- 
nese extras gives an authentic 
touch and a group of native chil- 
dren is outstanding in a community 
sing at the mission. 


While at first glance it’s diffi-. 


cult to picture’ Bogart as a priest, 
his smooth portrayal of a spurious 
man-of-the-cloth is a compliment 
to his acting. Nature of Miss Tier- 
ney’s role somewhat dampens her 
giamor, but she’s honest and sin- 
cere in eventually winning Bogart. 
Cobb scores handily as the cruel, 
bitingly arrogant Chinese general. 

With director Edward Dmytryk’s 
sure hand to guide them, Marshall 
contributes a fine characterization 
of the doctor who struggles with 
his multifold problems, | Miss 
Moorehead registers nicely as his 
spouse, and Carl] Benton Reid is 
forceful as a bonafide priest who 
is sent by a bishop to investigate 














The film companies may be em- 
bracing television, t you 
wouldn’t know it from Metro’s 
sparkling spoof of the medium in 
“It’s Always Fair-Weather.” For 
good measure, the Arthur 
production also takes on advertis- 
ing agencies and tv commercials, 
and what emerges is a delightful 
musical satire that should help 
empty living 
theatres. .The entertainment 
values are enhanced by a peeee of 
friendly performers, including 
Gene Kelly, Dan Dailey, Cyd Char- 
isse, Lelores Gray, David Burns, 
and Michael Kid And Kelly and 
Stanley Domen, who share the 
directorial chores, give the pro- 
ceedi the right tongue-in-cheek 
touch for sock results. 


Betty Comden and Adolph 
Green, vet scripters of both Broad- 
way. and film tuners, have pro- 
vided a number of hilarious 
sketches that fit neatly into the 
framework of the story. Like 
most musicals, the overall yarn is 
inconsequential. It is the individ- 
ual production numbers and 
whacky bits that carry the bite in 
running down the film industry’s 
great competitor. 


Miss Comdén and Green present 
Kelly, Dailey, and Kidd as a trio 
of former GI buddies who meet 10 
years after World War II. Some- 
how the warm friendship that ex- 
isted during the war years has de- 
teriorated into a sour reunion as 
different interests has driven the 
buddies apart, ; 


Kelly, bitter abaut a busted 
romance, is a cynical fight man- 
ager; Dailey has given up a prom- 
ising art carecr to become a stuffy, 
ulcer-ridden advertising executive, 
and Kidd’s dreams of ming a 
famous chef end at a hambuger 
stand.. Their luncheon at a swank 
restaurant, with the CinemaScope 
camera condensing to focus on 
each of the three separately to reg- 
ister each one’s thoughts about the 
others, is cone of the highlights of 
the film. 

Through the efforts of Miss 
Charisse, coordinator of “Midnight 
With Madeline,” femceed by Miss 
Gray, the three former friends un- 
wittingly find themselves on a nso 
gram similar to “This Is Your 
Life.” It is at this point that the 
darts are sharpest. It’s one of the 
funniest bits in recent films. Miss 
Gray, as the temperamental, syrupy 
hostess, registers excellently in ap- 
pearance, emoting, and warbling. 
Kidd, better known as a chore- 
ographer, emerges as a seasoned 
musicomedy performer. 

Kelly, Dailey and Kidd score in 
group routines and Kelly and 
Dailéy have a field day in solo out- 
ings. Kelly’s roller skating rou- 
tine and Dailey’s drunk act at a 
chi-chi party. are standouts. A 
Stillman’s gym production number 
involving assorted busted beak 
characters singing the pug’s alma 
mater is a laugh riot. iss Char- 
isse, as lovely as ever, has only 
one terp routine, but she carries 
it off to perfection in the com- 
pany of the Stillman’s gym crowd. 
David Burns, as a Third Ave. bar- 
tender, also comes off fine. 

At first hearing, Andre Previn’s 
music doesn’t appear of “Hit Pa- 
rade” calibre, but in combination 
with the Comden and Green lyrics, 
it is geared perfectly for integra- 
tion. into the film, The picture 
ihas one objective—-to provide en- 
|tertainment, and it accomplishes 
‘its purpose admirably. Technical 
‘aspects are all first-rate. Holl, 





rooms and fill upig 








and a blackmailing maid who falls 
in love with him. 

From the exhibitors’ int of 
view, this made-in-Bri item 
should have a certain name merit, 
since both Granger and Miss Sim- 


F , | Mons have appeared in.a good 


many American films. Their being 
together in “Footsteps” also may 
be an exploitable angle. Certainly, 
their screen teaming hasn’t in any 
way improved their acting. Miss 
ons does have charm and 
looks as beautiful as ever. But 
Granger just walks through what 
is essentially an unexciting part 
anyway. There is a bit of heavy 
mugging at the end, but on the 
whole he just concentrates on look- 
~—— and elegant. 

eenplay, concocted by Dor- 
othy Reid and Lenore Coffee, is 
routine in — respect. Not even 
the dialog—and there is plenty of 
it. any attempt at original- 
oe It’s curious to think that the 


manage to come up with good, 
solid thriller fare; each character is 
etched out sharply and contrib- 
utes importantly. Now Columbia’s 
Frankovich comes along, with the 
same general story, also made in 
Britain, and it misses. 

Rambling story tells about Stew- 
art, who has Fg yap his wife and 
is blackmailed by a maid who even- 
tually becomes his housekeeper. He 
tries to murder her, too, but kills 
the wrong weNney in the fog. Her 
false testimony wins him an acquit- 
tal in the trial. In the end, in one 
of his fantastic schemes, Granger 
poisons himself and the truth 
comes out. 

Supporting cast goes through its 
aces in somewhat uninspired fash- 
on. Bill Travers is handsome and 

nothing more 'as the fellow who 
loves the girl (Belinda Lee) whom 
Granger wants to marry but can’t 
as long as Miss Simmons is around. 
Finlay Currie is okay as the in- 
spector and Renald Squire con- 
tributes an amusing bit as Miss 
Lee’s stuffy father. 

- Arthur Lubin’s direction shows 
some imaginative touches, but 
doesn’t try too hard to overcome 
the natural -obstacles put into his 
way by the script. At the least, the 
climax could have had more punch. 
And the way Lubin used Cinema- 
Scope, he might as well -have 
worked on a standard-size screen. 

Music composed and conducted 
by Benjamin Frankel has an ap- 
pealing and fitting quality that 
goes with the turn-of-the-century 
atmosphere of the film. Alan Os- 
biston’s editing is okay. Color by 
Technicolor is very good in what 
are mostly interior settings. Hift. 


The Bar Sinister 
(C’SCOPE—COLOR) 


Fine dog story for family 
trade; less b.o. prospects in 
other markets. 











Metro release of Henry Berman pro- 
duction. Features Jeff Richards, Jarma 
Lewis, mund Gwenn, Dean Jagger. 
Directed by Herman Hoffman. Screen- 
lay, John Michael Hayes, from story by 

chard Harding Davis; camera (Eastman 
Color), Paul C. Vogel; editor, John Dun- 
ning; music, Elmer Bernstein. Previewed 
or oul Aug. 17, ’55. Running time, 88 
Patch McGill Jeff Richards 
. Jarma Lewis 


eee eeeteeee 


Jeremiah Nolan ........- Edmund Gwenn 
Mr. Wyndham ............. Dean Jagger 
.  “ “ARAM Re Willard Sage 
Dorothy Wyndham ., .. Sally Fraser 
George Oakley ....... Richard Anderson 
Paddy Corbin .«........... J, M. Kerrigan 





“The Bar Sinister,” a whimsical 
tale of a bull terrier of uncertajn 
parentage who rises from the Bow- 





, when making the same 
kind of films on their own, usually 


a youthful saloon hanger-on with 
an aversion to work and an eye 
for fast women. Tops on his list 
is Jarma Lewis, a cafe entertainer, 
whose alluring figure nicely sets 
off yesteryear’s femme fashions. 

Gwenn turns in a thesping gem 
as the groom whose loyalty to the 
dog he’s befriended almost costs 
him his job. Willard Sage makes 
himself suitably unpleasant as a 

m who has it in for Wildfire. 

y Fraser, Jagger’s, daughter, is 
pert and attractive. Others who 
acquit themselves favorably are 
Richard Anderson, a dog judge and 
Miss Fraser’s beau, and Kerrigan 
as the saloonkeeper. 

Particularly noteworthy are the 
overall production values that have 
been excellently lensed in Cinema- 
Scope and Eastman Color by Paul 
C. Vogel. Art direction of Cedric 
Gibbons and Daniel B. Cathcart is 
an asset as are the set decorations 
of Edwin B. Willis and Keogh 
Gleason. The Elmer Bernstein 
score adds to the nostalgic touches, 
while John Dunning edited to a 
breezy 88 minutes. Gilb 


. 





The Teekman Mystery 
(BRITISH) 

Average British whodunit; 

okay for art houses. 


Associated Artists Productions release 
of Joseph Somlo production. Stars Mar- 
garet Leighton, John Justin. Directed by 
Wendy Toye. Screenplay, Francis Dur- 
bridge, Jamés Matthews, from o nal 
stor. by, Durbridge; camera, Jack id- 
yard; editor, Albert Rule. Tradeshown in 
N.Y., Aug. 18, ’55. Running time, 90 MINS. 


Helen Margaret Leighton 





eee ee eee 


p< EE espewaseneree so wee 2 
Date o'ce waded «wines er er 
Martin Teckman ........ Michael Medwin 

Se idbie eg a.< tidbw dhens vais Roland Culver 
Linda adeseh ceieoes George Coulouris 
ME Ubecedees cCecedocbs- Jane Wenham 
inate bie can nae» Duncan Lamont 
SE -Scus dewbe veen'es Raymond Huntley 
ROR ey Harry Locke 
Eileen Miller ........... Frances Rowe 


ee ee 


Warwick Ashton 


This. innocuous little British 
meller will have to find most of its 
American playdates in small art 
theatres, Francis Durbridge, who 
did the original story, also helped 
on the screenplay with James Mat- 
thews, which probably accounts for 
the plot sagging near the-end. It’s 
only in the final few reels that pro- 
ducer Josef Somlo and director 
Wendy Toye have the yarn rolling 
along in best British melodramatic 
tradition. Prior to Scotland Yard 
really swinging into action, 
the mystery is so baffling that the 
audience is only confused. Often 
it does not care what happened to 
Martin Teckman (Michael Med- 
win), an airplane test pilot, who is 
supposed to have crashed while 
testing out a new F-109. : 

Scripters have injected a success- 
ful author (John Justin) into the 
plot, since he has been commis- 
sioned to write a biography of 
Teckman. He meets Teckman’s sis- 
ter (Margaret Leighton) and falls 
for her. Then things start happen- 
ing to him. His apartment is ran- 
sacked and wrecked. Teckrnan’s 
co-worker, who helped design the 
fatal plane, is murdered, and a 





niker) tries to bribe Justin to go to 
Berlin. Then Rice is slain. 

When the Scotland Yard inspec- 
tor (Duncan Lamont) and his su- 
perior, Roland Culver, decide to 
take drastic steps, the whole mys- 
tery is solved. The supposedly dead 
test pilot turns up alive just when 
the international gang wants him 
dead,. and the romance — between 





a strange end. 
Justin suffices as the author 
‘turned amateur sleuth while Miss 


mysterious Mr. Rice (Meier Tze!- | 


Miss Leighton and Justin comes to |! 
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istér torn between love of a woman 
and love of God. In this modern 
version of the old meller, Ilse Lotz- 
Dupont and Tibor Yost have 
worked loosely with the original 
German plot, to base the story in a 
particularly scenic part of Bavaria, 
They also toned down the melo- 
dramatic overtones in producing 
a believable contemporary drama. 
It may do for some American arty 
theatres. : 

The picture was first made 25 
years ago, but this new version is 
modernized and improved. It is in 
for some local competition because 
an Austrian aged is filming the 
same play, but titled “Das Maed- 
chen von Pfarrhof” (The Girl From 
Pfarrhof), adhering much more 
closely to the original legiter. It is 
due for release at a slightly later 
date, similarity being considered 
somewhat of a handicap in book- 
ing either one. 

Ulla Jacobsson plays the girl who 
comes to work for the parson of 
Kirchfeld (Claus Holm) because 
she has a young illegitimate son 
living in the nearby town. She and 
the minister are compromised 
when they attend 2 concert at the 
other town and miss the last train 
home. Inevitably, the minister re- 
nounces his love, and performs the 
marriage uniting her with the vil- 
lage blacksmith, Kurt Heintel. De- 
spite the melodramatic theme and 
the heavy bid for emotional tugs 
throughout, the pic comes through 
as an entertaining production. 

The Eastmancolor gives splendid 
treatment to the charm of the tiny 
Bavarian town and captures the 
colorful highlights of the church 
ceremonies and the picturesque 
village wedding. And the parson, 
brought up to date, becomes a 
believable creature as he tips an 
occasional mug of beer or bowls 
with the boys. 

The film just won two awards at 
the San Sebastian Festival, with 
Ulla Jacobsson being selected as 
the best actress and Constantin 
winning an award for releasing the 
film. Willy Winterstein deserves 
special plaudits for his color cam- 
era work,~The direction of Hans 
Deppe is standout in underplaying 
an otherwise heavy plot, Music by 
the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra 
is a big plus factor. 

In the heavily Catholic coun- 
tries of West Germany, pic is sure 
to be a solid booker. As an art 
house piece because of the color- 
ful portrayal of life in Bavaria and 
its fine acting, it could do U.S. 
business. Haze. 


‘Outlaw’ Finally To 
Be Screened in Ohio 


Columbus, Aug. 23. 

Howard Hughes’ oldie, “The 
Outlaw,” will shortly be shown in 
Ohio houses for the first time. 
Picture was held up for years by 
deletion demands made by the 
now-defunct Ohio censorship board. 
It was finally passed by the scissor 
group in 1954. First date in Ohio 
will probably be RKO Palace in 
Cleveland, Sept. 8. 

Current bulletin of Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio warns 
that slackening bus service in big 
Buckeye cities may be hurting the- 
atre business, Columbus evening 
and Sunday service has been cui, 
Cleveland's fares are up and bus 
service in Marion and Cambridge 





has been abandoned. Plenty of tie- 
atre patrons still depend on public 


transit, ITO points out, 
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‘Who's Sensitive Now? 


Allied States Assn., whose history has been marked by vitupera- 
tion and blunt talk, is showing a curious sensitivity to news stories 
_ reporting a difference of opinion among its higher echelon relat- 


ing to Government intervention 
New Jersey, for example, in its 


in the film industry... Allied of 
latest. bulletin, charges VARIETY 


. with “innuendos and conjecture” in questioning “the motives of 


our national leadership.” 


What the unit terms “innuendos and conjecture” is based on 


a “don’t-use-my-name” interview 


leaders, who admitted the existence of a schisny between radical 


with one of Allied’s tep nationai 


and moderate elements within Allied. There are many Allied 
leaders, the source said, who are opposed to Government action, 


but have been forced to go along with this move by the more out- 
spoken officials of the organization. 

Jersey Allied, in particular it’s felt,-should be aware of differ- 
ences among the leadership of national Allied. 


It was at Jersey’s 


recent annual convention that a spirited defense was made against 
an attack of the national leadership by another national leader. 


At Allied’s annual convention in 


Milwaukee last year, many rank- 


and-file members, in off-the-floor comments, strongly voiced op- 


position to Government intervention. 


Asked why this opposition © 


had not been registered on the floor of the convention, one small- . 
town exhibitor replied: “What chance does a little guy have against - 


the national leadership?” 


Par Eyes-Its Biggest 3d Quarter; 
~ Sees $120,000,000 for ‘55, New Mark 





Paramount, which operates on+— 


the calendar year, is figuring on 
the biggest third quarter in its his- 
tory as a_ producer-distributor 
without domestic theatres. Third 
quarter of 1954 brought the com- 
pany $1.11 in earnings. (About 
2,190,000 common shares are out- 
standing.) 

Arnold Bernhard & Co., a Wall 
St. outfit publishing the Value Line 
investment survey, thinks the film 
éompany will earn $5 per share for 
1955 on gross revenue of $120,000,- 
000, for a new record. 

’ Par’s record gross was the $110,- 
300,000 raked in in 1953..The earn- 
ing high is $5.73 per share achieved 
in- 1946, computed on a pro forma, 
or independent of the then-affili- 
ated theatres, basis. 

Here’s a rundown back to 1945 
on gross earnings, taking the pre 
forma approach for the years prior 
to the 1950 divorcement of the- 
atres and estimating 1955’s_ re- 
sults: 


Earnings 

; Gross . Per Share 
1945 ....$ 84,200,000 $2.45 
1946 .... 103,700,000" 5.73 
1947 .... 98,300,000 3.29 

° 1948 .... 86,600,000 - 1.79 - 
1949 .... 78,200,000 1.00 
1950 .... 81,800,000 2.67 
1951 .... 94,600,000 2.33 
1952 .... 104,800,000. 2.52 
1953 .... 110,300,000 3.06 

1954 .... 106,900,000 3.72* 
1955-.... 120,000,000 5.00 

* Excluding capital gains of 38c 

per. share. 





Puerto Rican Influx 
To Gotham Is Plot Of 
New ‘Paradise’ Indie 


Nearing completion ‘in N. Y. is 
a feature starring Hume Cronyn 
and Nancy Kelly that focuses on 
the heavy influx of Puerto Ricans 
to Gotham, this within the frame- 
work of a story about an attempt- 
ead murder and rape. (Cronyn 
worked on it before his current 
legit road stint). 

Film is “Crowded Paradise,” 
with Ben Gradus as producer and 
Fred Pressburger as director. This 
is the first feature for Gradus, 
whose Imps company makes docu- 
mentary shorts and tv spots. It’s 
Similarly a first for Pressburger, 
formerly an assistant to Sir Alex- 
ander Korda and son of the late 
independent producer, Arnold 
Pressburger. 

Gradus said this week he made 
a short for the Puerto Rico govern- 
ment some time ago, titled “Girl 
From Puerto Rico,” and this arous- 
ed his interest in the subject. 
Arthur Forrest fashioned the 
screenplay and additional scenes 
and dialog were contributed by 
Mare Connelly. Boris Kaufman was 
behind the camera. 

Photography is finished and dub- 
bing is now underway, according 
to Gradus, who claimed the budget 
is “slightly less than $500,000.” He 
also said he provided his own fi- 
nancing. 

The producer reported he’s 
awaiting completion of “Paradise” 
be‘ore setting a distribution deal, 
adding that both Republic and 
United Artists “have shown inter- 
est.” Production Codé okayed the 
project in its script form, 


‘Brando Mex Pic Pact? 


; -; Mexico City, Aug. 23. 


ing signed a contract. with Miguel 
Aleman Jr., head of Producciones 
Tele-Voz and son of Mexico's 
former president, for one film to 
be made here in .1956. 


Aleman said he planned to sub- 
mit a script to Brando soon. It’ll 
be based on the defense of lower 
California and northern Mexico. 
“Supporting cast will be Mexican. 


20th to Take Over 
Rita Hayworth's 
Contract at Col 


Hollywoed, Aug. 23. 

Deal is near finalization for 20th- 
Fox to take over Rita Hayworth’s 
contract with Columbia. Negotia- 
tions call for 20th to absorb thesp’s 
Beckworth Corp. Under pact, cur- 
rently being discussed, Col would 
get the services of Susan Hayward 
from’ 20th via a loanout for one 
picture and probably another 20th 
personality also for one pic. 

Miss Hayworth, whose Beckworth 
firm has two more films to go at 
Col, would drop her suit against 
the studio, seeking abrogation of 
her contract and profit accounting 
under terms deal now discussed. 

As and when Beckworth moves 
to 20th Miss Hayworth will retain 
her 50% interest in pix produced 
under her indie company banner. 
When she ankled Col after nixing 
“Joseph and His Brethren,” she 
charged Col violated her contract 
by delaying the film's starting date. 


Goldwyn Girls Being 
Revived (Natch) For 
‘Guys and Dolls’ Pic 


With five new girls selected, 
Samuel Goldwyn is reviving the 
Goldwyn Girls for the promotion 
of “Guys and Dolls.” The concept 
of the Goldwyn Girls was first es- 
tablished by the producer and 
Florenz Ziegfeld in 1930 in con- 
nection with the film version of 
“Whoopee.” It has been periodi- 
cally revived by Goldwyh for his 
musical productions. This is the 
first time in nine years—since 
Goidwyn's “Kid From’ Spain’-— 
that a crop of beauties under the 
Goldwyn banner will hit the bally 
road, 

The new dolls—June_ Kirby, 
Madelyn Darrow, Jann Darlyn, 
Barbara Brent and Larri Thomas— 
will embark on a nationwide tour 








from ‘New York, where they ar- 
rived last week, the girls will be- 
gin their tour in Philadelphia Sept. 
6 and wind up back in Gotham 
Nov. 6. They’re scheduled to ap- 
pear at many local celebrations 
throughout the country and also 
will be subjected to newspaper 
and radio-tv interviews to drum- 





beat “Guys and Dolls.” 


Marlon Brando is reported hav-. 


Shortly after Labor Day. Starting, 


Jeanmaire Being Paged 
.* ‘For ‘Can-Can’ at 20th 
; Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Jeanmaire likely will costar with 

Cary Grant in 20th-Fox version 

of “Can-Can,” to be written, pro- 

duced and directed by Nunnally 

Johnson .in the summer of 1956. 
Johnson, who recently huddled 


‘with the- ballerina and her hus- 


band, Roland Petit, in southern 
France, also. set Petit to do 
choreography. 


No Problem Child 
Is This New RKO 


For long a source of migraine to 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica because of its nonconformist at- 
titude, RKO now appears no longer 
as the “problem”. company, under 
the Tom O’Neil-Daniel T. O’Shea 
regime. As a matter of fact, this out- 
fit appears conformist to the ex- 
tent that even a current release, 
“Son of Sinbad,” is being altered 
to. win approval of the National Le- 
gion of Decency. 


MPAA had its headaches with 





‘RKO via the Production Code— 


RKO, under Howard Hughes, hav- 
ing been the one company that re- 
fused to toe the line. Outstanding 
example of this was “The French 
Line,” Jane Russell starrer, which 
the distributor kept in release de-. 
spite the Code’s nix. 

This defiant stand led to.a fine 
of $25,000 imposed by MBAA, but 
collection of the money from RKO 
was never pressed. It’s now under- 
stood that MPAA had suspicions of 


a sale of the company by Hughes | 


for some time, and preferred to 
await such a move rather than 


bring the “Line” matter to a head, | 


In any event, that RKO looms as 
less difficult for MPAA is reflected 
in the “Sinbad” situation. Ap- 
proved by the Code but condemned 
by the Legion, the film is being re- 
edited to obtain a less harsh rat- 
ing from the Catholic reviewing 
group. This show of regard for the 
Legion will be accompanied by new 
saeee for the Code as well, it’s 

elt. ; 


Longer on 20th 


Investors taking the short po- 
sition on 20th-Fox fell off. during 
the past month. Short interest 
shares currently are listed at 2,740, 
compared with 5,805 a month ago. 

The short position is taken when 
the investor figures on a stock 
price going down. Republic short 
position is 6,270 shares, up from 
4,575 a month ago, 
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“Othello,” completed more than 


Welles, finally made the trans-Atlantic hop. 


New York Sound Track 


Dem Bums’ Plaint Sparks ‘Me Too’ 
"Move Among Exhibs to Hypo B.0.; 
Transit, Parking Big Problems 


Problems faced wy the major and 





Mex Eyes Toll-TV 
Mexico City, Aug. 23. 
Mexican government is investi- 
gating the possibility of introing 

subscription-tv here. 

Ira Kamen, a specialist in toll- 
tv who in the past. has been con- 
nected with Telemeter, is staying 
at the U. S. Embassy here. He 
came at invite of the government. 
Kamen.is briefing Mexican offi- 
cials on the economics and tech- 
nical details of pay-as-you-see. 


Mexico is only.one of several 
foreign governments interested in 
the pay-to-see proposition. In most 
countries, tv service isn’t free any- 
way as it is in the U. S., with 
viewer having to pay for yearly 
set licenses. Britain, Australia 
agd Canada also are eyeing the 
toll field. ‘ 


N.Y. Cap Snares 
~ “Gays Preem In 
90-10% Split 


The world premiere of Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Guys and Dolls,” be- 
‘ing released by Metro, will be 
held. Nov. 4 at the Capitol Theatre, 
N. Y.. Goldwyn will come to Goth- 
am‘to attend the opening. 

-Capitol snared the picture after 
a _ neck-and-neck battle with 
Charles B. Moss’s Criterion, which 
appeared on the verge of closing 
a deal for the film. John P. Byrne, 
Metro’s eastern sales topper, final- 
ized the deal for the Cap yesterday 
(Tues.) with Loew’s Theatres prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel. Latter was among 
a group of exhibitors invited to 
the Coast recently by Goldwyn-to 
gander a rough cut.of the picture. 
Deal involves no ‘guarantee, being 
a straight percentage arrangement 
at 90-10. Goldwyn is footing the 
bill for house expense and all ad- 
vertising and promotion costs. 

It’s expected that the Cap bow 
will entail a lush preem. Location 
of the house has added significance 
because of its proximity to Lindy’s 
and the famous Broadway restau- 
rant’s association - with Damon 

(Continued on page 20) 











two years. ago in England by Orson 
The UA release is to 


open at N. Y.’s Paris Theatre . . . Despite the mixed notices, “Ulyses” 


provided the Globe with the biggest opening in six years . 


Gottlieb’s “The Fighter,” aired 17 


. . Alex 
times on WOR-TV’s “Million Dol- 


lar Movie” three weeks ago, played the Bryant Theatre, 42d St.. grind 
house, last week ... Dean Jennings has a lengthy feature on Ernest 


Borgnine in the Aug. 27 Saturday 
bow of “‘Kentuckian” will be, of co 
tucky. girl in town. 
breaks . 
Rico, luckily escaped Diane. . 
H, A..Cole donated $1,000 for the 


Mervyn LeRoy in Gotham for a 


Evening Post . . . Gimmick for the 
urse, a search for the prettiest Ken- 


It’s the same old corn, but usually gets photo 
. . George Seaton and William Perlberg, working in Puerto 
. Texas COMPO relays word that Col. 


Sam Rayburn memorial library. 
few days to gander the stage ver- 


sion of “The Bad Seed” before starting his assignment as director 
of the Warner Bros. film treatment. , . Singer Marion Marlowe signed 


to appear in the Ed Sullivan film 
Marlowe has been appearing on a 


set for Warner Bros. filming. Miss 
number of Sullivan's “Toast of the 


Town” ty-ers, being signed for guest shots after she exited the Arthur 


Godfrey show . 


. . Jarma Lewis off on a personal appearance tour on 
behalf of Metro’s “‘The Bar Sinister” 
the Coast after a brief Gotham vacation 


. . - Anne Francis returned to 
.. - David Golding, Samuel 


Goldwyn pub-ad chief, returned to his New York headquarters after 
basing on the Coast . . .Harry Belafonte interested to star in a remake 


of “Emperor Jones” . . 
ing its first “preview weekend” in 
societies. 
showing in 16m will be screened . 


. American Federation of Film Societies hold- 


N. Y. Aug. 27-28 for reps of eastern 


Both shorts and features newly available for noncommercial 


. . Skiatron’s Arthur Levey denying 


any connection with T-V Consumers. Organizaticn reportedly has con- 
tacted tv service companies to solicit funds to aid in the licensing and 


operation of the Skiatron system .. 


.. Italy’s Sophia Loren on the cover 


of Life just a week after getting the same spot in Newsweek . .. Walter 
Reade manager Ralph Lanterman won first prize in the circuit’s “Jack 


Harris Drive.” 


He manages the Community. Theatre, Morristown, N. J. 


Second place went to Ted Davidson of the Majestic, Perth Amboy. 


Veteran industry publicist Irwin 


Jacobs flackery as an executive associate. 


B. Franklyn is joining the Arthur 
Currently publicity director 


of all Frederick Brisson enterprises, Franklyn brings the account to 
the Jacobs office ... Warner Bros.’ “East of Eden” and “Mississippi 
Traveler,” a two-reel Warner Color travelog, have been accepted for 


screening at the Edinburgh Film Festival . . 


. 20th-Fox treasurer 


Donald A. Henderson back from South Africa where he helped nego- 





tiate the Schlesinger deal. 





| minor ‘league baseball clubs. paral- 
+lel in many aspects the woes of 


the nation’s film theatres. Like 
baseball attendance, theatregoing 
is being hurt by television, trans- 
portation difficulties, lack of ade- 


‘quate parking space, and high costs 


of operation. The parking and 
transportation problem, the latter 
heightened by traffic jams and a 
reduction in public transit facili- 
ties, is adding a major headache to 
already harrassed theatremen. 


The appeal of Walter O’Malley, 


\ president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, 


for municipal aid in relocating the 
antiquated Dodger ballpark and 
providing an adequate parking 
area, has started a-“me, too” move- 
ment among metropolitan area ex- 
hibitors, with the stress of the lat- 
ter being on parking facilities and 
the maintenance of firstrate rapid 
transit. This situation is not pe- 
culiar to New York alone. - The- 
atres in cities throughout -the 
country are.faced with similar con- 
ditions. Exhibitor organizations 
are becoming acutely aware of the 
seriousness of the situation and are 
urging their local units to take ac- 
tion via forceful appeals to local 
authorities. 


Theatremen are being urged to 
band together with other down- 
town businessmen. in fighting for 
improvements. | Industryites, in 
the tax and toll-tv fights; have eon- 
stantly hammered home the value 
of the downtown theatre in provid- 
ing business for surrounding mer- 
chants. A dark theatre, it has been 
argued, can mean general economic 
ruin for adjourning stores in the 
business districts. 


The increased usé of automobile 
transportation has resulted in a 
decrease of public transit facili- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Toll-TV May Be Hot But 
Small Number Turn Up 
For Film Ed Seminar 


Hollywood, Aug.’ 23. 

Toll-ty may be a hot-and-ready 
subject for argument, but. only 
about 100 turned out for the Amer- 
ican Cinema Editors’ seminar last 
week when 300. and more had been 
expected. Four-man panel heaved 
the topic back and forth but came 
up with little new. 

Paul MacNamara, vp of Tele- 
meter,  pay-as-you-see _ device, 
opined that the FCC will toss the 
whole issue to Congress, but came 
up with the thought that big busi- 
ness interests such as _ baseball, 
which he said would favor toll-tv, 
would put pressure on in behalf 
of such a system. 

Don Belding, board chairman of 
Foote, Cone & Belding, asserted 
the strongest argument against toll- 
tv is the fact the American public 
has always had free radio and 
video, and Congress would think 
long and carefully before voting to 
legalize subscription tv. 

Mervyn LeRoy was of the opin- 
ion pay-tv would benefit the film 
industry backdoor-wise, by people 
leaving their homes to patronize 
theatres for their entertainment if 
they had to pay for such entertain- 
ment on their hofne screens. He ad- 
mitted, however, he didn’t feel’ the 
major studios would go into toll-tv. 

Dr. Dallas Smythe, director of 
the Institute of Communications at 
the U. of Illimois, and retained by 
TOA to help exhibs fight any pos- 
sibility of licensing toll-tv, fourth 
member of the panel, felt the 
home-viewer would lose his free- 
dom in choosing programs if issue 
was legalized by the Government. 
He also stated that pay-tv would 
lead to monopolies. 

In passing, he mentioned that 
Tom O’Neil’s purchase of RKO is 
“an indication that the studio’s 
backlog of pictures will be*released 
toe free tv.” 


AA 1334c. Divvy 
Holiywood, Aug. 23. 
Allied Artists has declared its 
regular quarterly dividend of 
1334c. per share on the company’s 
542% cumulative convertible pre- 
fered stock, 
Divvy-is payable Sept. 15, 1955, 
to stockholder of record Sept. 2. 
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‘Roberts’ Wham 556, ‘Foxfire’ Hot 
296, ‘Holiday’ Sock 53G; ‘Terror’ 76 


Young’-Stageshow Smash 856, Chi: 





Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Windy City boxoffices are hold- 
ing nicely this round, with several 
strong openers helping business 
generally throughout the Loop. 
“You’re Never Too Young” with 
Howard Miller topping stage bill 
looks a terrific $85,000 opening 
round at the Chicago. “Mister 
Roberts” shapes might $55,000 in 
first at the State-Lake. 

“Foxfire” should get a big $29,- 
000 in first frame at McVickers. 
“How To Be Popular” heads for a 
nice $28,000 in same round at the 
Oriental. “Night Holds Terror” 
and “The Gun That Won The 
West” combo is getting an okay 
$7,000 in first week at the Grand. 

“Wichita” and “Shotgun” combo 
stays big in second session at the 
Roosevelt. “Great Adventure” 
stays nice in third frame at the 
Surf. “The Wizard of Oz’ is still 
lively in fourth at the Monroe. 


“Phenix City Story’ continues 
solid in fifth round at the Woods. 
“Summertime” is still hot in same 
week at the Loop. “Not As A 
Stranger” holds sturdy in eighth 
session at United Artists. “Cine- 
rama Holiday” continues smash in 
10th week at the Palace to register 
a record-breaking $53,000 or bet- 
ter. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carnegie (Telem’t) (480; 95)— 
“Life In Balance” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $3,200. Last week, $3,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Never Too Young” (Par) with 
Howard Miller topping vaude. 
Smash $85,000. Last week, “Pete 
Kelly’s Blues” (WB) with Some- 
thin’ Smith and Redheads heading 
stageshow (2d wk), $63,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban). (1,400; 
85-$1) — “Cocktails In Kitchen” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Neat $7,500. Last 
week, $8,300. 

Grand (Nomikos) (1,200; 98-$1)— 
“Night Holds Terror” (Col) and 
“Gun That Won West” (Col), Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “City ‘Across 
River” ¢U) and “Girls In Night” 
(U) (reissues) (2d wk), $8.500. 

Leop (Telem’t) (606; 90-S1.25)— 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘Beneath Sea’ Rousing 


126, ‘Young’ Wow 146, 
‘Misbehavin’ ’ Oke 1426 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

‘*“Came From Beneath Sea” at 
the Midland is week’s leader in a 
session which is loaded with new 
entries. Probably the best show- 
ing is being made by “You’re 
Never Too Young” at the Roxy. 
*“Ain’t Misbehavin’” at the four 
Fox Midwest first runs is okay. 
“Pearl of South Pacific’ at the 
Missouri is lightweight. Weather 
continues warmish which is mak- 
ing the theatre cooling systems an 
attraction, 

Estimates for This Week 

Glen (Dickinson) (750; 85-$1)— 
“Too Young for Love” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Satisfactory at $1,306. Holds. 
Last week, $1,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 85-$1)— 
“Gate of Hell” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Good $1,300. Last week, $1,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 60-80) 
—"“Came From Beneath Sea” (Col) 
and “Creature Atom Brain” Col). 
Date here spearheads saturation 
campaign with about 200 dates of 
this dual bill in the territory in 
next two weeks. Fancy $12,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Cobweb” 
(M-G) and “The Marauders” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $6.000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.585; 50-80)— 
“Pearl South Pacific” (RKO) and 
*Robbers’ Roost” (UA). Lean $4, 





500. Last week, “Prize of Gold” 
(Col) and “Five Against House” 
(Col), $6,000. 


Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
75-$1)—“Mister Roberts” (WB) (5th 
wk). Unusually strong to win fifth 
week here, and nearing record 
money for the house. Fat $7,500. 
Last week, big $10,000, and better- 
ing many first weeks. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) (879; 75-$1)— 
*‘Never Too Young” (Par), Great 
$11,000. Holds. Last week, ‘Seven 
Little Foys” (Par) (4th wk), $5,000. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 65-85)—“Ain’t Misbe- 
havin’ ” (U) and “Man Prom Bitter 
Ridge” (U). Okay $14,500. Last 
week “House of Bamboo” 
and “That Lady” (20th), $16,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
“Mr. Hulot’s Holiday” (GBD) (4th 
wk), Oke $1,100. Last week, 
$1,500. 


A 
—" 


(20th) | 000 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ..... ...-- $643,300 
(Based on 20 theatres.) 

Last Year 25 
(Based on 22 theatres.) 


‘Benson’ Bright 

$12,000 in L ville 
Louisville, Aug. 23. 

Best way to describe first-run 
situations hereabouts is that it is 
normal. Outstanding new pic és 
the Kentucky’s “We’re No Angels” 
with a lofty figure at this small- 
seater. “Private War Major Ben- 
son” .is getting the most coin in 
town, with a big session. “Man 


From Laramie” at the State, is 
rated fair in second round. 


Esimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 65- 
85)—“‘We’re No Angels” (Par). 
Lofty $7,500. Las€ week, “Never 
Too Young” (Par) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
75-$1)—“‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (6th 
wk). Oke $4,500. Last week, $5,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-75)—“Private War Major Ben- 
son” (U). Bangup $12,000 or near, 
tep newcomer in town. Last week, 
“Lady and Tramp” (BV) (2d wk), 
$13,000. 








State (United Artists) (3,000; 50- | C 


75)—"“Man From Laramie” (Col) 
(2d wk) and “Bring Your Smile 
Along” (Col). Fair $7,000, after first 
week’s $11,000. 


‘Female’ Giant $24,000 
In Philly; ‘Love’ Mighty 
336, ‘Rush’ Fancy 176 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

Unusually warm weather cou- 
pled with flood warnings in Pennsy 
resort areas contr>buted consider- 
ably to the higher b.o. biz here this 
session, Two newcomers, “Love Is 
a Many Splendored Thing” and 
“Female on the Beach,” both are 
huge in their first stanzas. “Girl 
Rush” is rated fast at the Stanley. 

“To Catch Thief” continues sock- 
eroo in third round at the Trans- 
Lux. “We're No Angels” still 
thrives at the nearby Arcadia, 
partly from the overflow. “‘Mister 
Roberts” looms tidy in sixth Mast- 
baum session. * 

Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (S&S) (625; 99-$1.40)— 
“We're No Angels” (Par) (7th wk). 
Fancy $9,000, Last week, $10,000. 

Boyd (SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)— 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (27th 
wk). Climbed to smash $15,000. 
Last week, $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 99-$1.49) — 

(Continued on page 22) 








‘Thief? Catches Tall 
$15,000 in OK Indpls. 


. Indianapolis, Aug. 23. 

Biz is continuing its August up- 
beat at firstruns here this stanza. 
“To Catch a Thief” looms sock at 
Circle to lead the city and prob- 
ably will hold. “Man From ra- 
mie” is doing fairly good at Loew’s. 
“Mister Roberts” is holding its own 
in 5-day fourth week at Indiana to 
set new run high for summer. — 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 75- 
95)—"To Catch Thief” (Par), Sock 
$15,000. Last week, “House of 
Bamboo” (20th) and “That Lady” 
(20th), $8,500 at 85c top. 

Indiana. (C-D) (3,200; 75-95)— 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) (4th wk). 
Trim $8,000 in 5 days or about 
$50,000 total for run. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 50-75)— 
“Purple Mask” (U) and “Thunder 
Over Sangoland” (Lip). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Life In Bal- 
ance” (20th) and “Northside 777” 
(Indie), $4,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427; 50-60)— 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) and 
“Bring Your Smile Along” (Col). 
Good $10,000. Last week, “Came 
From Beneath Sea” (Col) and 
Bon Atom Brain” (Col), 

tto. 


Longruns Bolster Balto; 
‘Roberts’ Rich $11,500, 
‘Stranger’ Big 106, 6th 


Baltimore, Aug. 23. 

Longruns continue to show 
strength at firstruns . here” this 
week. Sixth round of ‘“‘Mister Rob- 
erts” is plenty okay at the Stanley. 
Second round of “Man From Lara- 
mie” is healthy at the Century. 
“How To.Be Popular” is mild in 
second frame at the New. “Last 
Command,” only new entry, is 
brisk at the Mayfair. “The Shrike” 
is ok sturdy in third week at Film 

entre. 





Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 25- 
65-95)—“‘Man From Laramie” (Col) 
(2d wk). Firm $9,500 after $14,000 


_| getaway. 


Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50-$1) 
—“Green Scarf” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Modest $2,500 following $3,000 in 
second. 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (960; 
50-$1)—‘‘The Shrike” (U) (3d wk). 


Sturdy $5,000 after $6,500 for} bo 


second, 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 


'50-$1)—“Lady And Tramp” (BV) 


‘7th wk). Okay. $6,000, Last week, 
$7,500. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
“Last Command” (Rep). Brisk 
$5,500. Last week, “Pearl South 
Pacific’ (RKO), $4,000. 

New (Fruchtman)~ (1,600; 25- 
$1.25).—“How To Be _ Popular” 
(20th) (2d wk). Fairish $8,000 after 
$12,000 opener. 

Playhouse ‘(Schwaber) (320; 50- 
$1)—“‘Marty” (UA) (10th wk). Still 
drawing at $2,800 folowing $3,000 
for ninth. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 35-80-$1.25) 
—‘‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (6th wk). 
Rousing $11,500 after $12,500 for 
fifth. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 35- 
$1.25)—“Not As Stranger” (UA) 
(6th wk). Boff $10,000 following 


4$11,500 in fifth. 





‘Love’ Potent $16,000, Mpls.; ‘Desire’ 
Good 86, ‘Holiday’ Terrif 266, 5th 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

After a 10-day spell of cool, 
pleasant weather that followed a 
long record-breaking heat wave, 
it’s torrid again, with temperatures 
at alltime August highs near .100. 
Seorching blasts once more are 
driving many people into air-con- 
ditioned theatres, thus helping biz. 
Downtown is up to its neck in 
holdovers, Five of the eight Loop 
firstruns have stubborn high- 
grossing extended-runs. Only new- 
comers are “Love Is Many Splen- 
dored Thing,” ‘“Moonfleet” and 
“One Desire.” “Love” is the best 
turnstile bet. Top extended-runs 
are “Not as a Stranger,” “Cine- 
rama Holiday,” “Mister Roberts” 
and “‘House of Bamboo.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘S-W) (1,150; $1.75-| 
$2.65)—“Cinerama Holiday” (In-! 
die) (5th wk). No letdown here. 
Terrific $26,000. Last week, $27,-| 





Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)—| 
“Moonfleet” (M-G). Mild $4,800. | 
Last week, “Abboit & Costello} 
Meet Mummy” (U), $4,600. 


ter Roberts’ (WB) (m.o.). Here 
after three tremendous Radio City 
weeks, Still sailing at smash 
$8,000. Last week. “Davy Crockett, 


Indian Scout” (Indie) and “Iro- 
quois Trail” (Indie) (reissues), 
$3,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-$1)— 
“Love Is Many Splendored Thing” 
(20th). Wel soid and meeting with 
approval. Sock at $16,000. Last 
week, “Mister Roberts” (WB) (3d 


| wk), $13,500, 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
75-$1)—“One Desire” (U). Rock 


Hudson has feminine puHing pow- 
er here. Good $8,000. Last week, 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1)— 
‘Man From Laramie” (Col) (m.o.). 
Fancy $7,000. Last week, “Lady 
and Tramp” (BV) (5th wk), $5,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-$1)— 


| “House of Bamboo” (20th) (2d wk). 


Virile $9,000. Last week, $14,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 75-$1.20)— 
“Not as Stranger” (UA) (6th wk). 
tall $6,200. Last week, $6,900. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)—“Mis- | Staying another week. 


Diane Hypos Hub; ‘Love’ Torrid 226, 
Blues’ Boff ZG; ‘Laramie’ Loud 306 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $2,793,200 
(Based on 22 cities and 210 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) ; 

Total Gross Same Week 

East: Rear: Fs. se: $2,978,906 
(Based on 23 cities and 221 

theatres.) 





Thief’ Fast 206, 
Cincy; Blues 146 


Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 


Downtown trade volume this 
week is holding to a high level des- 
pite recurrence of torrid temper- 
atures. “To Catch A Thief,” tall 
at the flagship Albee, is the ace 
grosser. Another new bill, “How 
To Be Popular,’ looms good at 
Keith's. “Mister Roberts” and 
“Pete Kelly's Blues” are petent 
holdovers. “Cinerama Holiday” 
continues hotsy in ninth round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1.25)— 
“To Catch A Thief” (Par). Tall 
$20,000. Last week, “Mister Rob- 
erts” (WB) (3d wk), $14,000. 

Capitel (Ohio Cinema _ Corp.) 
(1,376; $1.20-$2,65) — “Cinerama 
Holiday” (Indie) (9th wk). Main- 
taining sizzling $30,000 pace after 
last week’s $32,700 which was 








ness firm. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 75-$1.25)— 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) (m.o.), Solid 
$9,000 -in sight for fourth down- 
town week. Last week, “Man From 
Laramie” (Col) (m.o.), at 75-$1 
scale, $8,500. 


“How To Be Popular” (20th). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “We're No 
Angels” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) (2d wk). 
Swell $14,000 following $24,000 
iW. 


‘ ) ‘ 
Roberts’ Huge $35,000, 
‘ >7T° 
Det.; ‘Love’ Lively 306, 
‘ SS ie e 
Shrike’ Solid 106, 2d 
Detroit, Aug. 23. 
Biz is picking up smartly in some 
locations downtown to give a 
brighter outlook to this week’s 
prospects. ‘‘Mister Roberts” looks 
terrific at the Michigan. “Love Is 
A Many Splendored Thing” is do- 
ing splendid trade at the Fox. 
“Virgin Queen” looms disappoint- 
ing at the United Artist. ‘Pete 
Kelly’s Blues,” after a better than 
forecast first week, is holding up 
big at the Palms. ‘‘Cinerama Holi- 


day” shapes smash in its 28th week 
at Music Hall, 
Estimates for This Wek 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
$1.25)—** Love Is Many Splendored 
Thing” (20th) and “Life in Bal- 
ance” (20th). Swell $30,000. Last 
week, “Night Holds Terror” (Col) 
and “King Dinosaur” (Lip) (2d wk), 
$17,000. : 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
$1-$1,.25)—“‘Mister Roberts’ (WB). 
Terrific $35,000. Last week, ‘““Seven 
Little Foys’” (Par) and “Green 





Scart” (Indie) (3d wk), $11,500. 
Palms (UD) (2,961; $1-$1.25)— 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) and 


“Robbers Roost” (UA) (2d wk), Big 
$25,000. Last. week, $37,000. 
Madison (UD) (1,900; $1-$1.25)— 


“The Shmike” (U) (2d wk). Solid 
$10,000. Last week, $13,300. 
Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 


80-$1) — “Pearl South Pacific” 
(RKO) and “Sky Chasers” (AA). 
Slim $9,000. Last week, “Rock ’n’ 
Roll” (Indie) and “Betrayed Wom- 
en” (AA), $13,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,939; $1- 

$1.25)—“Virgin Queen” (20th). Dis- 
appointing $11,000. Last week, 
“King’s Thief’ (M-G), $6,600. 
* Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1-$1.25) 
—‘“Interrupted Melody” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Sturdy $9,000. Last week, 
$10,000. 

Music Hall (Cinema _ Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)-—“Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (28th wk). 
Terrific $28,700. Last week, same. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Steady $5,000. Last week, same. 





boosted by block sales to a busi- | $12 


Boston, Aug. 23. 

Hurricane Diane dripped all over 
the Hub to slough cinema matinee 
biz Friday (19) and close down sev- 
eral nabe houses via power fail- 
ures. Night biz here was terrif with 
thousands of commuters stranded 
when train service was halted. 


Despite the storm, biz held up 
and took a surprising upturn Sat- 
urday (20). Best bet is “Love Is 
Many Splendored Thing” at the 
Memorial with a mighty take. It’s 
the second big winner in two 
frames at Ben Domingo’s house, 
last week, “Female on Beach” pac- 
ing the city. ‘“‘Pete Kelly's Blues” 
at Paramount and Fenway shapes 
socko. “Man From Laramie” at 
State and Orpheum looms great. 
The Mayfiower’s “Virgin Queen” 
is on disappointing side. 


“Pearl of South Pacific.” ‘ on!y 
other newcomer, is so-so at the 
Pilgrim. Holdovers were great, 
with “Mister Roberts” still amazing 
in fourth stanza at Met. “Cine- 
rama” winds up longest playing 
time ef —_ _ ever in Hub with 
its 6th a nal frame. “Shrike” 
sti was good in third Astor ses- 
sion. ‘ 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
‘““Bhe Shrike” (U) (3d wk). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (6738; 
74-90-$1.25)—““Game of Love” 
(Indie) (4th wk). Fancy $9,000. Last 
week, $9,400. 

Cinerama (Cinerama Productions) 
(1,354; $1.25-$2.85) — “Cinerama” 
(Indie) (86th wk). Final frame fer 
this alltime record helder in play- 
ing time in Hub’s history, nice 
$12,500. “Cinerama Holiday” 
preem Tuesday (30). Last week, 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Cocktails in Kitchen” (Indie) (3d 
wk), Oke $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

Fenway (NETA) (1,373; 60-$1)—~ 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB). Happy 
$7,000 aided. Last week, “Wichita” 
AAA) and “Spy Chasers” (Indie), 


Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— | $6,400 


Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘“Marty” (UA) (3d wk). Socko 
$15,000. Last week, $16,200. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1)— 
“Love Is Many Splendored Thing” 
(20th) and “Life in Balance” (20th). 
Leading city with a whopping 
$22,000, Last Week, “‘Female on the 
Beach” (U) and “Skabenga” (AA), 
$20,000 to pace town. — 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 75- 
90-$1.25)—“Mister Roberts” (WB) 
(4th wk). Terrific $12,000. Last 
week, amazing with $17,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (689;. 75-90- 
$1.25)—"Virgin Queen” (20th). 
Neat $11,000. Last week, subse- 
quent-run. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘Lady’ New High $31,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Kentuckian’ Tall 
216, ‘Laramie’ Nice 196 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 

Cinema biz is taking a sharp up- 
swing this session, with “‘Lady and 
Tramp” heading for new alltime 
high at Orpheum. “Kentuckian,” 
aided by smart bally, looks great at 
Loew’s. “Mister Roberts” con- 
tinues smash in fourth round. 
“Man From Laramie” chalked up a 
husky round at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cinerama Holiday” (In- 
die) (27th wk). Socko $18,000. 
Last week, $20,200. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-90)—‘Pri- 
vat War Major Benson” (U) and 
“Francis In Navy” (U). Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Man 
From Laramie’ (Col) and ““Women’s 
Prison” (Col), lofty $19,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-85)— 





“Kentuckian” (UA) and “Chicago 
Syndicate” (Col). Great $21,000 
or close. Last week, “Not As 


Stranger” (UA) (4th wk), $11,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,400 75-$1)—~ 
“Lady And Tramp” (BV). Record 
$31,000. Last week, “It” (Col) and 


“Creature Atom Brain” (Col), 
$6,500. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
90)—“‘Marty” (UA) (2d wk). Big 


$3,500 after $4,500 teeoff session. 

Richmond (St. Louis Amus.) (400: 
$1.10)—*““Marty” (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$2,000 following $2,500 initial 
frame. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
51-90)——“‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (4th 
wk). Sturdy $15,000 after $18,000 
third round. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
$1.10) — “Innocents In Paris” (In- 
die). Big $3,500. Last week, “Dam 
Busters” (WB) (2d wk), $2,000. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





New Pix Perk Up L.A.; Love Lively 


$78,000, ‘Francis’ 





ris Fast 806, 10 Spots, 
‘Summertime Slick 22G, ‘Roberts’ 296 





Los Angeles, Aug. 23... + 


Film business is holding to a 
good stride here this round de- 
spite the heat, with a number of 
holdovers and two openers rating 
solid grosses. “Mister Roberts” 
continues to maintain the lead 
with $29,000 or better in fifth ses- 
sion in three theatres. ‘Love Is 
Many Splendored Thing,” show- 
casing at the Chinese, is hitting a 
sock $28,000 in ‘initial stanza. ° 

“Summertime” should reach a 
very good $22,000 opening week at 
the Fox Wilshire. “Seven Year 
Itch” is near $24,000 in four houses, 
second m.o. week. “Lady *and 
Tramp” .is nice $22,700 in two 
houses on first moveover week. 

“To Catch a Thief” is sturdy 
$19,500 in third round at Holly- 
wood Par. “Pete Kelly’s Blues” 
is racking up a nifty $20,000 or 
near in second week = two houses 
plus a big $65,000 in one nabe 
and seven ezoners. “Francis in 
Navy” is somewhat disa 


ppointing | 
at the State with $9,000 but hitting 


a big $71,000 in one nabe and a 
drive-ins. “Cinerama” s stout in 
120th week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Four Star (UATC) (900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Man Who Loved jHedheads” 
(UA). Slim $3,000. week, 
“Wichita” (AA) and Eoee Red 
Monkey” (AA), $4,600. 

State (UATC) (2,404 90-$1)— 
“Francis in Navy” (U) and mAs 
in Paradise” (Indie); Fair $9,000 
Last week, “Wichita” (AA) and 
“Case Red ‘Monkey” (AA), $11,800. 


ratte Hawaii (Metropolitan- 
G&S) (1,725; 1,106; Bog) "Pear 
of South Pacific” 
“Purple Mask” (U), Palace only; 
plus’ “Lone Star” (M-G), Hawaii 
only. Lean $9,200. Last week, 
Hawaii, “Wichita” (AA) and “Case 
Red Monkey” (AA), $5,800. 


El Rey (FWC) (861; 70-$1.25)— 
“Red Shoes” (UA) and “Quartet” 
(UA). (reissues). Brisk $4,000. 
Last week, “The Bed” (Indie) and 
“Fuss Over Feathers” (Indie) (3d 
wk), $1,600. 

. Warner Downtown, ‘Hollywood 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 756; 90-$1.50)— 
“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB) and 
“Five Guns West” (Indie), . Nifty 
—— or close. Last week, $20,- 


Chinese (FWC) (1,905; $1-$1.80) 
— “Love. Is Many Splendored 
Thing” (20th). Sock $28,000. Last 
week, “How Be Popvlar” (20th), 
$9,500. 

Orpheum, New Fox (Metropoli- 
tan-FWC) ‘(2,213; 965; 90-$1.50)— 
“Kentuckian” (UA) and “Break to 
Freedom” (UA) (2d wk). Okay $17,- 
000. Last. week, $21,000, 

Hollywood Paramount 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—“Ta.Catch Thief” 
(Par) (3d wk). Husky $19,500. Last 
week, $21,200. 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as_re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 


come. 
The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 


include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Thief Whopping 
$465,000 Tops D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 23. 


Business looks selid at midtown 
showcases, with “To Catch Thief” | ¢ 
leading the ay with boff business 
at the Capitol “This Is Cine- 
rama,” -which i announced the 
end of its run, has rebounded as 
people rush to see it before it gives 
way to “Cinerama Holiday” next 











month. Aside from “Catch Thief,” | 


most of strength comes from hold- 
overs since other newies are re- 
issues. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 
$1.25)—“‘Mister. Roberts” (WB) (5th 
wk). Good $9,000 after $9,500 last 
week. Stays over. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25) 

—“Teo Catch Thief” (Par). Tre- 
mendous $45,000. Last week, “How 
To Be Popular” (20th) (2d wk), 
better than expected at $16,000, 
hypoed by final of “Miss Washing- 
ton” contest on stage. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 60-85)— 
“Came From Beneath Sea” (Col) 
and “Creature Atom Brain” (Col). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, one 
of Oz” (M-G) (reissue), $9,000 
6 days. 


Dupont (Lopert) (372; '75-$1)— 
“Fan Fan Tulip” (UA) (reissue) 
and “Beauties of Night (UA). So-so 
$4,200. Last week. “Captain’s Para- 
dise” (UA) and “The River” (UA) 
(reissues), $4,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1;939; 75-$1.25) 
—‘“Lady and Tramp” (BV) (6th 
wk). Steady $8,000 after $8,200. 


Metropolitan (SW) (1,200: 90- 
$1.25)—“Mister Roberts” (WB) (5th 
wk. Lofty $13,500 after $13,800 in 
fourth. Stays over. 

Palace (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— 
“Not As Stranger” (UA) (4th wk). 
Handsome $15,000 after $19,000 in 


Playhouse (Lopért) (435; 75- 
$1.10)—“Seven Little Foys” (Par) 
(8th wk). Hep $4,000. Last week, 


(F&M) | third 


Fox Ritz (FWC) (1,363; $1-$1.50 | $4,800. 


—‘“Interrupted Melody” (M-G) (8th 
wk). Mild $4,700. Last week, 
$4,600. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 
$1.50-$2) — “Summertime” (UA). 
Fast $22,000. Last week, “Lady and 
Tramp” (BV) (8th wk), $8,600. 

Downtown Paramount, Pantages, 
Wiltern (ABPT-RKO-SW) (3,200; 
2,812; 2.344; $1-$1.50) — “Mister 
Roberts” (WB) (5th wk). Hearty 
$29,000 or better. Last week, 
$31,600. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; $1- 
$1.75)—“‘Not As Stranger” (UA) 
(8th .wk). Fair $7,000. Last week, 
$8,600 


Egyptian (UATC) (1,536; $1- 
$1.50) — “We're No Angels” (Par) 
(5th wk). Medium $8,500. Last 
week, $9,400. 

Globe (FWC) (782; 80-$1) — 
“Wichita” (AA). Thin $4,500. Last 
week, in different unit. 

Hillstreet, Vogue (RKO-FWC) 
(2.752; 885; $1-$1.25)— “Lady an 
Tramp” (BV). Hefty $22,700. Last 
week, in different units. Hillstreet 
last week, “Seven Little Foys” 
(Par), $5,700; Vogue, “Virgin 
Queen” (20th), $3,500. 

Los Angeles, Iris, Uptown, Loy- 
ola (FWC) (2,097; 816; 1,715; 1,248; 
90-$1.50)\—“‘Seven Year Itch” (20th) 
and “Adventures Sadie” (20th) (2d 
wk this unit), Hot $24,000. Last 
w 2k, $34,800. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1-$1.50) 
—'‘‘Marty” (UA) (6th wk). Neat $8,- 
000. Last week, same. 


Warner Hollyvwzood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.°0-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 





(121st wk). Into current frame 
Sunday (21) after fancy $28,200) 
last week, 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 70-$1)— 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) (5th 
wk). Neat $5,000 after $6,000. 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘“‘Cinerama” (Indie) (93d wk). Re- 
bound to a big $18,000 and getting 
repeaters after advertising about 
end of run. Last week, $14,500 


‘BLUES’ BOFFO $17,000, 
PROV.; ‘VIRGIN’ 146 


Providence, Aug. 23. 





Terrifically hot weather will hold | 800. 


most takes down here this week, but 
mainliners are happy that floods 
failed to materialize in this sea 
level area. RKO Albee’s “Pete 
Kelly’s Blues” shapes _ terrific. 
State’s “The Cobweb” is fairish. 


“The Virgin Queen” is rated strong | 


at Majestic. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-90)— 


d|“Pete Kelly’s Blues”. (WB) and 


“Seven Angry Men” (AA). Wow 
$17,000. Last week, “City Across 
River” (U) and “Girls In Night” 
(U) (reissues), $8,000 

Majestic (Fay) (2, 200; 50-75)— 
“Virgin Queen” (20th) and “Living 
Swamp” (20th). Strong $14,000. 
Last week, “Mister Roberts” (WB) 
(3d wk), $13,000 

State’ (Loew) (3,200; 50-75)— 
“The Cobweb” ((M-G) and “The 
Marauders” (M-G). Fair $13,000. 
Last week, “The Kentuckian” (UA) 
and “Robbers Roost” (UA), same. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-75) 
—‘“Special Delivery” (Col) and 
“Gun That Won the West” (Col). 
Opened Sunday (21). Last week, 
“Neved Too Young” (Par) (2d wk), 
nice $7,000. 


90- | “Cinerama” 
racking up $37,800 in third round 





‘Pearl’ NSG $10,000, 


Buff.; ‘Blues’ 1014G, 2d 
* Buffalo, Aug. 23. 

Town is loaded with holdovers 
this session but it is not hurting 
some spots. “Pearl of South Pa- 
cific,” lone new pic, is just pass- 
able at Century. “Mister Roberts” 
still is doing great in sixth round 
at Center. “Pete Kelly’s Blues” 
still is potent in second Paramount 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“The Kentuckian” (UA) and “Big 
Ho U.S.A.” (Indie) (2d wk). 

h $9,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Pete Kelly’s. Blues” (WB) and 
“This Man is Dangerous” (Indie) 
(2d wk): Potent $10,500 in 5 days. 
Last week, $20,400. 

Center (Par) (2,000; 50-$1) — 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) (6th wk). 
Sturdy $9,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) and 
cpnne Smile Along” (Col) (2d wk). 

Okay $7,500 after. $15,000 opener. 

Century (Buhawk) (3,000; 60-85) 
—‘Pearl of South Pacific’ (RKO) 
and “Betrayed Women” (RKO). 


‘Pagsable $10,000. Last week, “Lady 


and Tramp” (BV) (4th wk), $8,000 
at $1 top. 

Teck (Cinema Products) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40) —“Cinerama” (Indie) 


“ry Ray Stout $9,000. a week, 





‘haaele Rousing 
$70,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 23. 
“Cinerama Holiday” is the big 
news here currently since it set a 
new alltime house record for any 
week in the city by 


at Orpheum. “We're No Angels” 


is easily top newcomer with a 


smash take at Paramount. ‘Wages 
of Fear” is headed for non-holiday 
record opening week at Vogue. 
“Mister Roberts” still is great in 
sixth round at St. Francis. ; 
Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80- 


$1)—“‘Lady and Tramp” (BV? (5th 
Ji see Fine $11,000. Last k, 
Fox (FWC) (4 ,651; $1.25-$1.50) 
— “McConnell Story” (WB) and 
“The Road to Denver” (Rep (2d 
wk). 78 ag $12,500. _ Last week, 


Warfield (Loew) nase: 65-90) 

—‘Scarlet Coat” (M-G), -Fair $10,- 
afrsee Last week, “Moonfleet” (M-G), 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1— 
“We're No Angels” (Par) and 
“Trouble In Store” (Indie). Smash 
$20,000. Last week, “Man From 
Laramie” (Col) and “Bring Smile 
Along” (Col) (2d wk), $14,000. . 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 
—"‘‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (6th wk). 
Fast $14,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama Theater 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65) — ’Cin- 
erama Holiday” (4th wk). Hit 
house record of $37,800 in third 
session aeeee Sunday (21), Last 
week, $37,400 

United ‘Artists (No. Coast) 1,- 


207; 70-$1)—‘“‘Not As Stranger” 
(UA) (8th wk). Big $8,800. Last 
week, $9,700 


Stagedoor (A-R) (400; $1-$1.25) 
—‘Marty” (UA) and “Kind Hearts, 
Coronets” (reissue) (8th wk). Good 


000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1) — 
“Flamenco” (Indie) (2nd wk), Tall 

,600. Last week, $3,500. 

Clay (Rosener) (400-$1)—"“Green 
Scarf” (Indie). Nice $3,600. Last 
week, “Front 1 Stery” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $2,100 

Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (377-$1)— 
“Wages of Fear’ (Indie). Big $5- 

Last week, “Innocents In 
Paris” (Indie) (5th wk) and “Fal- 
len Idol” (Indie) (83d wk), $2,100. 

Bridge (Reade-Schwarz) (396: $1- 
$1.25) “Court Martial” (Indie (2d 
wk). Big $2,500. Last week, 
$3,600. 

Rio (Schwarz) (397-$1) — “Miss 
Italy” (Indie) and “La Favorita” 
(Indie). Good $2,300. ,Last week, 
“Svengali” (M-G) (3d wk), $1,500. 


‘Pearl’ Smooth $10,000, 
Denver; ‘Shrike’ 126, 2d 


Denver, Aug. 24. 
Best newcomer 1s “Pearl of 
South Pacific,” nice in two ozoners. 
“Cobweb” is mild at Orpheum. 
“Shrike” shapes fancy in second 
Paramount week. “I Am Camera” 
is big also in second. “Mister Rob- 
erts” looms sock in fifth Centre 
round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 60-$1)—‘“I 
Am a Camera” (DCA) (2d wk). Big 
$12,000. Last week, $16,000. 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 60-S1) — 
(Continved on page 22) 








New B ‘way Entries Beat Heat and Rain 
Ulysses’ Epic 446, ‘Female’ Socko 376, 
‘Love Splendid 906, ‘Pete Plush 356 


Hurricane Diane had little ef- 
fect on Broadway firstrun business 
except to clip Thursday night take 
with the heavy rain.~ The heavy 
downpour Sunday (21) - night 
around 8:30 came at the peak hour. 
Otherwise, the lone handicap to 
strong b.o. was the tropical heat 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
Despite all handicaps, there is a 
quartet of newcomers which is 
hanging up astounding business. 

“Ulysses” gave the Globe. its 
biggest trade in years by racking 
up a mighty $44,000 opening round. 
Initial day was the greatest at the 
house in six years. “Female on the 
Beach,” paired with vaude, is giv- 
ing the Palace its strongest money 
since recent two-a-day vaudeville 
was used. Joan Crawford opus is 
ot for a terrific $37,000 or 
near. lit stays a second week. 

“Love. Is Many Splendored 
’Thing,” of course, is great at the 


“The Kentuckian” (UA) 
Sept. 1. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—“Divided Heart” (Rep) (4th 
wk).* Third stanza completed last 
night (Tues.) was okay $4,500 after 
$5,500: in second week. Holds on 
for while, new pic not being set 
on date. 


opens 


Palace (RKO) a ,100; 50-$1.60)—— 


“Female 6n. Beach”. (U) with 
vaudeville. First round climbing 
to smash $37,000, biggest here in 
many many months. Holding over 
pic. Last week, “King’s Thief’ 
(M-G) and vaude, $33,500. This is 
first time that a film has been held 
for a second week here in some- 
time. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; $1- 
$2)—“‘To Catch Thief” (Par (3d 
wk). Current round winding up 
today (Wed.) is heading for great 
$75,000. Second week was $88,000. 
Holding on at least through Labor 


Roxy, with $90,000 or thereabouts | Day 


for opening stanza. It looks in for 
arun. “Pete Kelly’s Blues” is the 
fourth kig new entry, with a smash 
$35,000 in prospect for initial 
round at the Victoria. 


Although naturally hit ‘by flood |s 


conditions in surrounding states 
(which held down out-of-town pa- 
trons), “Mister Roberts” with 
stageshow is holding with a sock- 
eroo $146,000 in the sixth session 
at the Music Hall. This-cinches a 
seventh wéek and possibly a carry- 
over through Labor Day. Show- 
ing is unusual, not only in the face 
of weather conditions, but in view 
of how many cities in the sur- 
rounding area now are playing 
“Roberts.” 

“To Catch a Thief” looks to hold 
in amazing fashion with a great 
$75,000 likely for third stanza at 
the Paramount. It, stays on. 
“Sheep Has Five Legs” hit a new 
high for a second week at the Fine 
Arts by holding with the same fig- 
ures as the initial round—$18,000. 

“Cinerama Holiday” perked up 
last session to land a great $44,700 
in 28th week at the Warner. 
“Summertime” held at big $19,000 
in its eight stanza at the Astor. 
“Seven Little Foys” is off to mild 
$11,000 or-close in final six days 
of eighth week at the Criterion aft- 
er a great run: “Never Too 
Young” ~— ’' tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

“T Am Sienetet still is smash 
with $18,700 in second Little Car- 
negie week. “Private War of Ma- 
jor Benson” continues sock at $11,- 
000 in third week at the Plaza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$1.75) 
— “Summertime” (UA) (10th wk). 
Ninth round completed last night 
(Tues.) was great $19,000 or near 
after $25,500 in eighth week. Looks 
to stay on the remainder of the 
summer. 

Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie) 
(550;, $1.25-$2.20)\—“‘I Am a Cam- 
era” (DCA) (3d wk). Initial hold- 
over frame ended Sunday (21) 
was huge $18,700. First week hit 
$23,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 85-$2.20) 

—‘“Not as Stranger” (UA) (9th-final 
wk). The eighth stanza finished 
yesterday (Tues.) at fair $27,700 
or close after $31,000 for seventh. 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) comes 
in Aug. 31. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$2.20) 

—"Seven Little Foys” (Par) (8th- 
final wk). Final round being held 
to six days, winding up today 
(Wed.). Looks to reach mild $11,- 
000 as against $19,000 in full 
seventh week. “Never Too Young” 
(Par) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80)— 
“Sheep Has Five Legs” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Initial holdover round fin- 
ished Monday (22) held with an 
amazing $18,000, same as first 
week. Second week established an 
alltime high for any pic in first 
holdover session here. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 
—‘‘Ulysses” (Par) (2d wk). Soaring 
to terrific $44,000 or near in first 
session ended last night (Tues.). 
This. was big from start, initial day 
being biggest opener at house in 
five years. Looks to be around for 
some time. In ahead, “Son of Sin- 
bad” (RKO) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-1.75) — 
“Gate of Hell” (Indie) (38th wk). 
The 37th week ended Monday (22) 
was big $7,800 after $7,500 in 35th 
round. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79- 
$1.80)—“‘Land of Pharaohs” (WB) 
(5th wk). In fourth session ended 
Monday (22), 
000 after $15,500 in third week. 





dipped to fair $11,-} 


Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 


$1.86) — “Man Who Loved Red- 


heads” (UA) (5th wk). Fourth stan-: 


za ended Sunday (21) held with 
ry $8,500 after $10,200 in third. 
S. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke-’ 


fellers). (6,200; 95-$2.75) — “Mister 
Roberts” (WB) and stageshow (6th 
wk). Current session winding ~-up 
today (Wed.) looks to reach’ great 
$146,000, despite weather handi- 
cap. Fifth week was $150,000. 
Holds seventh,. and possibly long- 
er. Picture has grossed a total of 
$973,000 so far, including ‘an esti- 
mated $146,000 ‘for this week. 
“Roberts” is starting to feel usual 
August upbeat but is handicapped 
by so much heat and stormy 
weather plus hurricane warnings. 

Plaza (Brecker (556; $1.50-$1.80) 

—‘Private War Major Benson‘” 
(U) (4th wk). Third session finished 
Monday (22) was rousing $11,000 
after $12,000 for second. 

Roxy (Nat’l. Th.) (5,717; 65- 
$2.40)\—“‘Love Is Many Splendored 
Thing” (20th). Soaring to mighty 
$90,000 or close in first week wind- 
ing today (Wed), Holding on. All- 
day preview of “Thing” on final day 
(Wed.) and night of Aug. 15 boost- 


ed “Virgin Queen” (20th) to okay 


save in final -(2d)‘ week of six 
ays 

State (Loews) (3,450; 7861.75)— 
“Cobweb” (M-G) (3d wk). Current 
session ending tomorrow.:(Thurs.) 
is heading for an okay $15,000 
after $26000 in second week. 
“Phenix City Story” (AA) opens 
Sept. 2. . 

Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$1.80)— 
“Marty” (UA) (20th wk). The 19th 
stanza.- ended Sunday (21) was 
smart $13,400 after $14,300 in 18th 
week. Continues. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50) — ‘Court Martial” (King) 
(4th wk). Third round finished 
Sunday (21) was big $6,000 after 
$7.500 in second week. Holds again. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$1.75—“‘Pete Kelly’s Blues’ (WB). 
Climbing to smash $35,000 or near 
in first frame ending today (Wed.). 
Holding, naturally. In ahead, ‘The 
Shrike” (U) (6th wk), $13,500 to 
round out a solid run here. 

Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600 
$1.20-$3.30) — “‘Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (29th wk). The 28th session 
completed Saturday (20) pushed 
to wham $44,700 after $41,700 in 
27th week. Stays indefinitely. 


‘ROBERTS’ GIANT 126, 
OMAHA; ‘MELODY’ 106 


Omaha, Aug. 23. 

Two new entries are scoring 
socko. biz this week, offsetting a 
warm, humid weekend. “Mister 
Roberts” is huge at the Brandeis. 
“Interrupted Melody” is hep at 
the Omaha. Of the holdovers, “To 
Catch a Thief” is still hefty at the 
Orpheum and “Not as a Stranger” 
is good at the State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.100; 75-$1)— 
“Mister Roberts” (WB). Giant 
$12,000. Last week, “Came From 
Beneath Sea” (Col) and “Creature 
Atom Brain” (Col), $5,500 at 50c- 
75c scale. 

Omuha (Tristates) (2,000; 70-90) 
—‘Interrupted Melody” (M-G). 
Shapes as big $10,000. Last week, 
“Purple Mask” (U) and “Adven- 
tures of Sadie” (20th), $7,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 75- 
$1)—“To Catch Thief” (Par) (2d 
wk). Brisk $10,500. Last week, 
$15,000. 

State (Goldberg) (860; 80-$1)— 
“Not as Stranger” (UA) (3d wk) 
Continues strong at $8,000. Lasi 
week, $11,500. 
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Hecht 


Sees Films Made 0’Seas Costing 


Same as U.S., But Get More Sweep 





Paris, Aug. 16. 

Harold Hecht, prexy of Hecht- 
Lancaster Productions, feels that 
production abroad costs about the 
same as it does in Hollywood. 
However, when a subject calls for 
foreign locales they add a sweep 
of freedom to the film. H. & L. 
have made about half of their 
films in such climes as the Fiji 
Islands, Italy, England, Mexico 
and the Bronx. Combo now is here 
to begin the next pic, “Trapeze’> 
(UA) in CiScope. It will star Gina 
Lollobrigida, Burt Lancaster and 
Tony Curtis with Sir Carol Reed 
directing. James Hill is handling 
the production chores. Hecht says | 
that the film likely will cost about | 
the same as if made in the U. S. | 


Hecht said equipment usually | 
was a problem overseas. Here in, 
Paris he encountered some diffi- 
culty getting proper mikes and 
lighting of voltage needed to shoot 
in the actual circus, Cirque D”Hiv- 
er, which is the film’s locale. He 
opined that any money saved in 
operating costs was usually swal- 
lowed up by extra living expenses 
of people involved in the film plus 
the longer shooting sked caused 
by different working conditions. 


He found that foreign crews 
were hep and that the many for- 
eign contributions to the film, 
such as sets, music, etc,, gave it 
a more unique quality. The recent 
H. & L. pic, “The Kentuckian” (UA) 
made in C’Scope, has been chosen 
as one of the U. S. films for the 
coming Venice Film Festival. 
Hecht has great respect for the 
power, publicity and prestige val- 
ue of a festival since his “Marty” 
(UA) copped the Grand Prix at 
the .recent Cannes Fest. It has 
created a pré-sold aud in Europe, 
he feels, and also made for interest 
with the usual foreign film audi- 
ence highbrow group ‘n the U. S. 

Hecht, who left for the States 
yesterday (15), may not come back 
here until October. . © 


MEX EXHIBS GIVE UP 
HOPE FOR ADMISH TILT 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 


Exhibitors here, smiling wanly 
at the city government’s statement 
that the cinemas make $640,000 a 
year, again have abandoned hope 
of having the 32¢c admission ceiling 
boosted. It was set late in 1952, 
with no possible change until the 
incoming government that takes 
over Dec. 1, 1958, for the next six- 
year term. 

The government has stressed its 
nix of the asked boost fn admission 
price hike by asserting that it 
won’t permit any increase for any 
public amusement, particularly 
cinemas and other theatres. The 
government suggested to theatre 
impresarios that it would be bet- 
ter for all concerned if they cut 
prices for shows during the week. 


Reds Hand Rosenhuegel 
. Studios Back to Austria 


Vienna, Aug. 16. 

The Rosenhuegel studios, occu- 
pied by the Soviet forces for more 
than 10 years, have been officially 
handed over to the Austrian gov- 
ernment here. Paula Wessely 
Productions has first claim on the 
lot for its next picture. Karl 
Harti will move in afterwards and 
start the long-projected Mozart 
color film. . 

Experts declared that its syn- 
chronization setup is the best ever 











. e ue cf 
Roumania Starts First 
nate Os 
TV Experimental Work 
' © Washington, Aug. 23. 
Roumania expects to start its 
first experimental operations to- 
day (Tues.) at the new station being 
completed in Bucharest, aceording 
to word received here. Roumanian 
government claims all the equip- 
ment except for “the camera tube” 
was made in that country. Also it 
will use a Soviet-made iconoscope. 
Receivers are to be installed in 
several parks, museums and at one 
or two radio stores in the eity so 
that the public may watch the re- 
ception. 


New Proposed Law In 
W. Germany Seen Blow 
At Current-Day Bionix 


Bonn, Aug. 26. 

A new bill, which appears to 
violate the freedom of public opin- 
ion and artistic creation (particu- 
larly abridging the rights of film- 
makers for projects concerning 
contemporary historical figures), 
has been presented in the Parlia- 
ment of West Germany. Bill de- 
mands that all producers doing 
biographical films about persen- 
alities in present-day life obtain 
releases from either the persons 
concerned, or their heirs or rela- 
tives. The bill restricts itself to 
films only, ‘and does not extend to 
similar releases from newspapers 
of novels in conjunction with the 
same people. 

The Parliament has handed the 
bill to its Authors Rights Commit- 
tee in its last meeting before the 
August holidays, and it is assumed 
that the bill will be brought up 
again when the group re-convenes 
in the fall. 

Outgrowth of the bill is the re- 
sult of the recent legal battle be- 
tween two German pix makers who 
both produced‘a film on the same 
topic, the July 20 bomb plot 
against Hitler. The big hassle be- 
tween the producers broke into 
legal fireworks ever the question 
of obtaining releases from the per- 
suns portrayed or their relatives. 

Neue Film, which did “Es Ge- 
schah am 21 Juli,” obtained re- 
leases from all the persons por- 
trayed. Herzog did not for its “Der 
20 Juli.” The widow of General 
Fromm, who was presented in both 
films, issued an injunction to pre- 
vent the opening of “Der 20 Juli” 
on the grounds that it violated her 
husband’s memory. The ‘court, 
however, ruled that there were no 
grounds for the injunction, since 
her husband was presented in a 
like manner in. both films, and 
since Neue Film had obtained a 
release from her. 

Case may carry over to the U.S., 
however. ff both films are released 
there. “Der 20 Juli” is likely to 
have trouble in America where the 
rights of privacy are protected by 
law and where other films have 
been forced to settle with persons 
<r or with their descen- 

ants. 


De Cordoba Sets Up 
3-Per-Year Mex Prod. 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 








Arturo de Cordoba, vet top 
dramatic actor, has joined with 
Gregorio Wallerstein, frontline 


producer, to turn out an average 
of three pix, all tinters, per year. 
The actor will play in at least two 











in Austria. Austria will pay $150,- 
000,000 for all former Russian-run 
enterprises. 


Just what will be done with the | 
two unreadied films, “Puntilla and | 
by | 
Felsenstein, will be decided short- | 


his Servant” and “Fidelio” 


ly. 


400 Reels of Films Lost 


Lisbon, Aug. 23. 

About 400 reels of films were 
destroyed when a warehouse in the 
center of the city caught fire. No 
American distribs or reps used 
that particular storehouse, it being 
employed by distributors special- 
izing in European pix. “About 10 
distribs lost at least half of their 
current stock, little of it being 
covered by insurance. 





'of them. This pair are budgeted 
'at $200,000 each. 

“Golden Wedding,” the first, 
stars Libertad Lamarque, Argen- 
tine tango singer, who is a big 
name in Mexico. As soon as this 
is finished, “Letter to an Unknown 
Woman,” with Marga Lopez, the 
Argentinian who recently became 
_& Mexican citizen, goes into work. 


Old Mex Classic to Pix 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 
One of Mexico’s classic traged- 
ies, the bitter end of the bizarre 
j}empire which Austrian Archduke 
| Maximilian and his archduchess, 
| Carlota, headed in Mexico, 1863-67, 
jis to be filmed again but on a big- 








| ger scale by Reforma Films. Cine- | 
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Pic on Hitler Tees Off 
Edinburgh Film Fest 


Edinburgh, Aug. 23. 
An Austrian film, “The Last 
Act,” dealing with the last 10 days 


in the life of Hitler, was the pic} 


production used to launch the 
ninth International Film Festival 
here Sunday (21). It is directed by 
G. W, Pabst, and is based on scri 
by novelist Erich Maria Remarque, 
author of “All Quiet on Western 
Front.” ; 
“Festival in Edinburgh,” pro- 
duced by the Films of Scotland 
Committee, was shown on the same 
program. > 


Old Aussie Vaude 
House Ace Legiter 


Sydney, Aug. 16. 

Majestic in Newtown, onetime 
vaude house attached to the Fuller 
loop, and later a cinema, is now 
one of Sydney’s plush legit the- 
atres. Given a facelift, this 2,000,- 
seater is now. under the control 
of the Elizabethan Trust, headed 
by a group of top Aussie business 
executives. It may become Aussie’s 
first National Theatre. 

The power of marquee names 
is indicated by the smash boxoffice 
currently being done by the house, 
which is located in an industrial 
area four miles from the city and 
in a back street. Sir Ralph Rich- 
ardsen, Meriel Forbes, Dame Sybil 
Thorndike ‘and Lewis Casson in 
“The Sleeping Prince” and “Separ- 
ate Tables” have been great b.o. 
Garnet Carroll, indie legit opera- 
tor and partner of the late Sir 
Ben Fuller, in association with 
H. M. Tennent Ltd., brought the 
group to Aussie for a limited sea- 
son. Shut out of a Sydney house, 
Carroll hooked to the Elizabethan 
Trust and has struck a real money- 
maker. Carroll, who operates the 
Princess, Melbourne, played the 
Richardson combo there for a run 
of 12 weeks, shortening the run 
with an intake of $22,000 weekly 
to accept the Sydney date. 

Carroll, after a recent U.S. and 
British looksee, has set plans for 
a major legit upbeat Down Under. 
He has set “Kismet” for a Novem- 
ber preem at the Princess, Mel- 
bourne, following the smash hit 
of “The Little Hunt,” with Marsha 
Hunt and Peter Gray. He recently 
hit the jackpot with Melvyn Doug- 
las in “Time Out for Ginger,” and 
has for the future “Tea and Sym- 
pathy” and “Anniversary Waltz.” 


GREATER UNION NET 
TO RECORD $600,000 


Sydney, Aug. 16. 

Under the guidance of Norman 
B. Rydge, the Greater Union The- 
atres’ circuit turned in a record 
net profit of $600,000 in 1954. It 
now looks as if the 1955 earnings 
will go even higher, with boxoffice 
biz buoyant via solid product 
from U. S. and Britain. GUT is a 
50-50 partner with the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization here. Loop op- 
erates around 130 houses, includ- 
ing some drive-ins. 

Rydge informed stockholders 
that the film industry here over 
the past year had benefited from 
highgrade product minus competi- 
tion from tele. Rydge said it was 
felt that the initial impact of tv 
would affect pic attendances. Cine- 
sound studio, under the GUT tent, 
is geared for local tv production 
and GUT also is a stockholder in a 
major Melbourne commercial tv 
Station. It also will expand into 
the drive-in field in New South 
Wales, Rydge stated. 


Int'l Pix Prods. Okays 
- Fall Confab in Wash. 


London, Aug. 16. 

The International Federation of 
Film Producers has acceptéd an 
invitation from Eric Johnston for 
the next meeting of its administra- 
tive council to be held in Wash- 
ington. The session is set for Oct. 
26-Nov. 2. 

The invitation was reported at 
the last session, held in San Se- 
bastian during the recent film fes- 
tival there, when member coun- 
tries were urged to suspend indi- 
vidual negotiations on problems 
which were being tackled on an in- 
ternational level by the federa- 
tion. A top item on the Washing- 
ton agenda will be the future pol- 
I¢y on the Cannes and Venice 
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~ In Barcelona This Year 


Barcelona, Aug. 16. 

Summer legit companies are do- 
ing good biz in Barcelona during 
this summer. The Barcelona Thea- 
tre presented the musical play, 
“Snow in the Harbor” by an Aus- 


{trian company directed by. Eladio 


Verde. Leads are Jose Gonzalez 
Presi, Jaime Garcia and Maudilia 
Fernandez. 

At the Talia theatre, the Cata- 
lonian-speaking group is doing 
“The Bride Has Lost Her Bou- 
quet,” with popular vet Bella 
Dorita starred. The Romea has 
another lyric company doing the 
operetta, “Holy War,” directed by 
Juan. Gual. 


Mex Film Banker Socks 
Reciprocal Deals In 
Europe, Latin-America 


; Mexico City, Aug. 23. 
Recriprocal distribution deals 





‘between Mexico and Latin Ameri- 


can and European countries was 
advocated by Edwardo Garduno, 
General Manager of the Banco 
Cinematografica, National picture 
industry financing bank here. 
Garduno castigated the French 
and Italian distribs and exhibitors 
for their regulations against Mexi- 
can-produced films. He stated that 
it seemed almost useless to set up 
any type of distribution branches 
abroad at this time. ‘ 

“Only in Spain,” said the film 
industry leader, “do we receive 
full reciprocity. In France, the 
requirements for the exhibition of 
Mexican films are very stringent. 
All our product there must be 
dubbed into French. It cannot be 
more than two years old and no 
film may play more than 35 the- 
atres. To add to this, all dubbing 
and printing must be done in that 
country. This brings our print 
costs up to approximately $13,360 
per picture. 

“In Italy, our costs rise some 
$10,000 per pic. Because the the- 
atres there are controlled by the 
producers, only they decide what 
pictures shall be exhibited. Be- 
cause of these facts there would 
seem to be no reason for us to 
throw away money in establishing 
distribution outlets in countries 
where we must spend additional 
money beyond our normal dis- 
tribution costs. In the overall, it 
would seem that we must request 
France and Italy to no longer 
think of Mexico as a generous 
country.” 

Garduno then proposed the for- 
mation of a new organization 
whose main object would be to 
promote even better relations with 
countries now exhibiting Mexican 
films. This organization would aid 
and assist in the distribution and 
promotion here of Spanish prod- 
uct, and possibly that of Argen- 
tina and Brazil. 


British Equity Pact 
With 3 Com’l TV Units 


London, Aug. 16. 

An agreement was signed last 
Thursday (11). between three com- 
mercial tv programmers and Brit- 
ish Actors Equity, governing the 
employment of thesps in commer- 
cial television. New pact covers en- 
gagement of actors in live telecasts 
and also provides for pre-record- 
ing of their performance or the 
recording of their performance for 
re-use here or overseas, other than 
in the field of telepix. 

Rehearsal fees are to be stand- 
ard at the rate of $6 a day and 
payment for repeats and overseas 
use of recordings will be a per- 
centage of each artist’s fee. Artists 
will negotiate fees for single trans- 
missions only, subject to a mini- 
mum of $21. The pact also imposes 
limitations on the use of recorded 
programs and establishes concilia- 
tion machinery. 

The agreement with Equity, 
signed by Associated Broadcasting 
Co., Associated-Rediffusion and 
Granada, is the first of a series to 
be signed with performers organi- 
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+ By GORDON IRVING 


Edinburgh, Aug. 23. 

The transatlantic accent is strong 
along Edinburgh's Princes St., be- 
low the ancient ‘rock of the city’s 
historic Castle.. More - Americans 
are arriving this season than ever 
for the great cuiture junket from 
Aug. 21 through Sept. 10, the 9th 
annual International Festival. 


From most overseas countries, 
ticket receipts are up. Demand has 
been 25% greater than iast year, 
with an appreciable rise in the 
number of visitors from Australia 
and New Zealand. 


An unusually warm British sum- 
mer and a dearth of rain in Scot- 
land has induced many Americans 
to prolong their vacations and take 
in some of the musical and 
dramatic events over the next 
three weeks, 

Pan-American Airways, now 
bridging the Atlantic with their 
new DC-7B’s, advise. that -more 
U. S. citizens are planing to the 
Festival. Moreover, they. state, the 
people of Boston and Philadelphia, 
whose cultural noses are tipped 
just a little above the average, in- 
crease their trips to Edinburgh 
when the Festival’s music offerings 
are “extra special.” 

This season, the fest offers three 
great symphony orchs, from Ber- 
lin, London and New York. The 
N. Y. Philharmonic is giving six 
eT ai to wind up the fest, Sept. 

The Berlin Philharmonic Orch, 
under guest maestro Eugene Or- 
mandy, opened the fest Sunday 
(21). Also to take part is Britain’s 
pride, the BBC Symphony Orch. 

Major offerings of England’s 
Glyndebourne Opera at the King’s 
Theatre have attracted a top list 
of requests for tickets. Of outdoor 
events, the colorful floodlit Tattoo 
enacted by gaily-clad soldiers on 
the Castle Esplanade captures the 
fancy of most overseas visitors. 

_. There has been much interest in 
the new Thornton Wilder play, “A 
Life in the Sun,” which had its 
world .preem on the open stage of 
the Assembly Hall Monday (22), 
with the author present. The Old 
Vie company’s “Julius Caesar.” 
starring Paul Rogers and Wendy 
Hilter, and staged by Michael 
Benthall, is pulling many custom- 
ers to the Lyceum Theatre. 

Ballet & Dance 

Frence’s contribution, Edwige 
Feuillere in Duma’s “Las Dame 
Aux Camelias,” opening Sept. 5, is 
also arousing interest. 

The Azuma Kabuki Dancers and 
Musicians, from Tokyo, are die 
here from Genoa, where they have 
been warming up for their Festi- 
cal opening at the Empire Theatre, 
a vaudery here. The Kabuki have 
a Covent Garden, London, season 
following the Edinburgh stint. 

Classical ballet is provided by 
the Royal Danish Ballet, Copen- 
hagen, presenting six ballets. Their 
“Romeo and Juliet,” with music by 
Prokofiey and choreography by 
Frederick Ashton, is a _ British 
preem. Repertory also includes 
“La Sylphide,” set in early 19th- 
century Scotland. 

Glyndebourne Opera offers a new 
production of Verdi's “Falstaff,” 
cast including Fernando Corena 
from La Scala and the Metropoli- 
tan, who will sing the name part. 
Carl Ebert has staged, with de- 
signs by Osbert Lancaster. The 
other two operas are Ebert's pro- 
duction of “Il Barbiere Di Siviglia,” 
conducted by Alberto Erede of the 
Metropolitan, and “La Forza del 
Destino,” a 1951 click here. 

“The N. Y. Philharmonic will be 
conducted by Dimitri Mitropoulos, 
Guido Cantelli and George Sze)l. 
Théetr programs highlight some 
modern American music in addi- 
tion to the more familiar items and 
have Dame Myra Hess and Clifford 
Curzon as soloists. 

Pianist Solomon, cellist Pierre 
Fournier and violinist Zino Fran- 
cescatti will appear in recitals and 
with orch. 

Chamber music is by the Nethe 
erlands Chamber Orch, directed by 
violinist Szymon Goldberg. Morne 
ing Festival concerts are by tie 
I Musici group from Rome, the 
London Baroque Ensemble, and the 
ee and Hungarian String Quar- 
ets. 

Hotels in Edinburgh and for at 
least 30 miles around are reporting 
SRO biz. Hundreds of Scot fami- 
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Arg. Actors-Directors 


Feud With 


Exhibs Over Native Pix Profits 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 16. 


Some of, the Argentine film in- 
dustry’s actor-direetors are cur- 
rently feuding with exhibitors 
here. They claim that in many 
cases the exhibs are cheating the 
industry (the producers and di- 
rectors) of its profits, and not com- 
plying. with the Protection law. 
This law stipulates that all native 
pictures must be exhibited on per- 
centage terms, with 40% going to 
the producer. For instance, Hugo 
del Carril claims 70% of the exhibs 
flatly refuse to accept these terms 
and insist on their rental terms or 
refuse to exhibit the pix. As the 
actor-producer made these state- 
ments publicly, he was attacked 
by an exhibitor group in the Pro- 
vince of Buenos Aires, with a 
demand for retraction. Del Carril 
publicly rejected this plea, inviting 
the association to look over proofs 
of his~ assertions and thereafter 
expel any violators of the law from 
its organization. 

Del Carril quoted his colleague, 
Luis Sandrini, who is now in pro- 
duction on. his own, as corroborat- 
ing what he has stated. These two 
are promoting a plan to set up 
their own film theatres throughout 
the country. ¥ 

Currently, Del Carril is on loca- 
tion in Cordoba, shooting exteriors 
for “Mas Alla del Olvido” (Beyond 
Forgetfulness) for Sono Film, ‘with 
Laura Hidalgo as his lead. His wife, 
Ana Maria Lynch, (La Quintrala), 
is working on German-Argentine 
co-production deals? After his pres- 
ent chore, Del Carril is due to 
direct a biopic of the Paraguayan 
dictator, Francisco Solano Lopez. | 


Czeeh Film Interests Step In 


Czech film interests have offered 
Del Carril direction of an Argen- 
tine-Czech co-production, to be 
rolled in Brazil next year. Franz 
Sole and Richard Falbr, of the 
Czech Foreign Trade Dept., have 
been here recently and will dis- 
tribute Del Carril’s “La Quintraia” 
in their country. They also will re- 
lease 25 Argentine pictures of 
every vintage, including “The Fire- 
land Burns Out” (Mapol), which 
is the Argentine entry at Venice. 

In-the first half of 1955 the native 
industry released 25 pictures, which 
means that the year’s total will 
stand at about the usual 50, same 
as in the last five years. Only nine 
of the crop are rated even pass- 
able: “Mercado de Abasto” (AAA), 
“La Quintrala” (Big V), “Cuando 
los Duendés Cazan Perdices” (San- 
drini), “Mi Marido y Mi Novio” 
(Sono), “En Carne Viva” (Guar 
V), “Un Novio Para Laura” (AAA), 
“El Barro Humano” (Big V), “La 
Ciguena Dijo Si” (Belgrano) and 
“Mas Pobre Que una _ Laucha” 
(Sono). These nine represent the 
handful of producers still active. 
However, new candidates are al- 
Ways cropping up, who seem to feel 
either that there is coin to be made 
in pix production. 

The main prop of State support 
has been withdrawn, i.e. the 70% 
loans of production cost (on much 
inflated budgets). This has effected 
the rate of production to the extent 
that many former “stars” are now 
willing to accept supporting parts. 
Sandrini To Work With De Sicca 

Sandrini is currently in Brazil 
seeking the cooperation of a Brazil- 
ian actress for “El Hombre Virgen” 
(The -Virgin Man), his next pro- 
duction. When this opus has been 
shot, Sandrini will go to Rome.to 
work with Vittorio De Sicca on 
“The Man Who Made the Miracle.” 

AAA has made a bid to Hugo 
Fregonese (Wild Wind) to direct 
“La Pampa y su Pasion,” a novel 
by’ Mantel Galvez, starring Fanny 
Navarro. Mirtha Legrand, off the 
screen for almost a .year, has 
signed with AAA to make two high 
budget. pictures. Daniel Tinayre 
(Miss Legrand’s director-husband), 
has a script by Eduardo Borras, for 
which he hopes to secure the serv- 
ices of French actor Jean Marais, 
who is expected here shortly with 
Jean Cocteau. 

Again there is much talk of 
coproduction with French film in- 
terest, and Viviane Romance has 
been asked to consider the script 
of “Goddess of Love” (Diosa de 
Amor) by Ruben Alivera, in dual 
English and Spanish versions. 
Spanish actor Enrique Guitart, 
whose .legit performances in “The 
Hands of Euridice” have passed 
the 1000 mark, is to be teamed with 
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Religious Scruples Nix 
Brit. Lord for Com’l TV 


London, Aug. 23. 

Lord Hailsham (formerly Quintin 
Hogg, M. P.) has dropped out. of 
the panel of “Free Speech,” an 
ABC-TV feature, which will be 
aired on London’s new. commercial 
web each Sunday afternoon. He 
made his decision on religious 
grounds, although had accepted the 
invitation when the program’ was 
planned for Friday presentation. 

“Free Speech,” which had been 
billed as “In the News” when it 
ran as a BBC-TV program, will 
include Sir-Robert Boothby, W. J. 
Brown, Michael Foot and Alan 
Taylor in its panel. Kenneth Adam 
will preside and the program. is 
presented by John Irwin and Edgar 
Lustgarten. > 


France Also Has 
Censor Hassles 


Paris, Aug. 16. 

There has been some censorship 
difficulty in France recently 
caused by various cities invoking 
their own: brand of scissoring 
films after pix had been okayed 
by the national government. 
Trouble usually centered around 
pictures forbidden to those under 
16 years ot age. After bans on 
such pix as “Le Ble En Herbe” 
(Flowering Wheat), on youthful: 
initiation to. love and “La Rage Au 
Corps”. (Rage in Flesh) = on 
nymphomania, the Syndicate of 
Film. Producers decided to take 
action against these municipal ac- 
tions. Recent test case on 
“Wheat” was won by the produc- 
ers when the prefect of Bouches 
Les-Rhone tried to make it off 
limits to those under 16 despite the 
general certificate given it by the 
government. 

On the heels of these events 
four psychiatrists have made a 
study of child and adolescent re- 
actions. to film productions. The 
foursome based their tests on 
youngsters who have shown some 
maladjustment. They found that 
it took a 12-year-old level to be 
able to completely follow and un- 
derstand a. film. 

Final test, on direct identifica- 
tion, was the most important be- 
cause it’s this matter upon which 
censors base their control and 
necessity. Certain cases, where 
there was a link between personal 
experience and the film content, 
showed marked effects on some. 
A girl whose father was an alco- 
holic objected violently to drunken 
scenes while another cried at a 
courtroom scene which reminded 
her of her parents’ divorce pro- 
ceedings. Other things noted were 
that films supply ideas to children 
and influence them in hair styles, 
dress, hobbies, etc. Nothing very 
conclusive has come from this 
study. France still has one of the 
most liberal censorships, in re 
films, in the world except for 
these municipal actions of late. 


467, Tax on ‘Cinerama’ 


In London Big Problem 


London, Aug. 26. 

With about six weeks to go to 
reach iis first anni., the London 
presentation of “‘Cinerama” at the 
Casino has earned the dubious dis- 
tinction of being rated the highest 
taxed picture in the world. It is 
paying admission duty at the rate 
of 46% of the gross. 

The Casino Theatre comes into 
this higher tax bracket because its 
prices of admission are above nor- 
mal standards for West End picture 
theatres. The gross charges are 
equivalent to West End legit, but 
the live theatre has a more favor- 
able rate of taxation. 

The average West End picture 
theatre with a ceiling of $1.70 pays 
around 30% in admission tax. 
Prices at the Casino, however, 
range from 95c. to $2.20, which 
puts it in the highest possible tax 
scale. Although “Cinerama” has 
maintained a weekly gross, after 
paying tax, in the region of $11,000, 











his compatriot Ana Mariscal in “Mi 
Senorita. Egpdsal?i: 2st 300) 


the operation is still believed to be 
substantially inthe ted’ ?* «+? 


‘Thyme’ Lasts Only 6 Wks. 


London, Aug. 23. 
Laurier Lister is to withdraw 
“Wild Thyme” from the Duke of 
York Theatre next Saturday (27), 
after a run of about six weeks. This 
British musical, although reviewed 


favorably by most crix, failed to. 


make the anticipated impact at the 
boxoffice. 

This is Lister’s second musical 
flop this year. Last. spring he 
staged “The Burning Boat” at the 
Royal Court, but that production 
folded within a fortnight. 





‘Heroism’ Top Grosser 
In July for W. German 
Keys; Few New U.S. Pix 


Berlin, Aug. 16. 

The German film, “Heldentum 
nach Ladenschluss” (Heroism After 
Shutting Up Shop), a NF re- 
lease, be¢ame top grosser of July 
in West Germany’s eight most im- 
portant key cities. A farce, it cen- 
ters around German soldiers who 
escape from an Allied prison ship 
after the end of the last war. Two 
other. German pix, “I Know. For 
What I Live” (Gloria) and “20th 
of July” (CCC/Herzog) captured 
the next two places. 
' In Berlin, eight out of 14 preem 
houses currently are showing 
Hollywood features, most of them 
holdovers. They are Disney’s “Van- 
ishing Prairie” past its sixth week 
at Cinema Paris; “East of Eden” 
(WB), in. fifth week at Filmbuehne 
Wien; “Phffft” (Col), third week 
at Studio; “Ninotchka” (M-G) 
(reissue), fourth week at. Astor. 

New American releases inciude 
“The Long Wait” (UA) and “Cell 
2455, Death Row” (Col) at Bon- 
bonniere and Filmtheatre Berlin, 
respectively. Other foreign film 
preemed in West Berlin }ast week 
are the British-made “Svengali” 
(Rank) at Delphi and Titania 
Palast, and the Gallic film, “Girls 
In Bad Company” (Phoenix) at 
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lies have offered accommodation 
to others of the 280,000 expected 
Festivalites, between them spend- 
ing $6,000,000 to $9,000,000 during 
their stay. ss 

Bring Your Own Tent 


Many musi¢ and drama enthusi- 
asts are bringing: their own cara- 
vans and even tents, and living in 
open spaces near the city and on 
adjoining farmland. The idea,of a 
floating ship-hotel in the nearby 
Firth of Forth is being kept in 
mind for future years. 

On the unofficial fringe of the 
Festival the usual crop of plays, 
music performances and revues is 
again sprouting. Lack of vaude 
shows is again an omission depre- 
cated by many, who feel the lighter 
side merits more than revue promi- 
nence, 

Linnit & Dunfee, London theatre 
group, present “After the Show,” 
a self-styled late-night revue, at 11 
p.m. each evening in the Palladium 
Theatre. Peter Myers, Alec Gra- 





hame and David Climie, authors of. 


“Intimacy at 8:30," have written 
some new numbers for it, but the 
show also includes numbers from 
the London season of “Intimacy.” - 


The Oxford Theatre group has 
set up base in the historic Riddle’s 
Court, near the Castle, and is pro- 
ducing a late-night show, “Night 
Shift,” with cast. of seven and 
scripts by Oxford undergraduate 
writers. This follows their nightly 
performance of Franticek aLnger’s 
“Periphery,” grim play about greed 
and lust, opening tomorrow (Wed.). 


Two native items in the Festival 
are “The World’s Wonder,” cos- 
tume play by Alexander Reid, star- 
ring Duncan Macrae, and a new 
play by Robert Kemp, “Conspira- 
tors,” at the Gateway Theatre, 
staged by Colin Chandler and star- 
ring Lennox Milne, Tom Fleming 
and Bell Ballantyne. 

The London Theatre Group to- 
night (Tues.) is preeming a new 
play, “Act of Madness,”’ by South 
African writer John Wiles. Theme 
centers round dangers of too-rigid 
state control, and has John Strat- 
ton in a dual role. 

Sonia Dresdel is to star as Hedda 
in Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler,” pre- 
sented by the Fraser Neal Players. 
Same group will preem a new play, 
“Doctor Jo,” by Joan Morgan, au- 





thor of “This Was a Woman,” and 
also starring Miss Dresdel. 
bows Aug. 31. 
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Closer Cooperation 


Britisa CEA Seen by Herman 


of TOA With 
Levy 





Unofficial Strike Moves 
Plague British Studios 


London Aug. 23. 

Apparently as a protest against 
the prolonged negotiations for a 
wage revision, studio workers in 
two unions last week: continued 
their campaign of unofficial strike 
action. There was a complete stop- 
“page for the whole of last’ Thurs- 
day (18) at the Metro-British Stu- 
dio at Elstree and token strikes of 
about one hour at Pinewood and 
Shepperton. 

The two unions concerned are 
the National Assn. of Theatrical 
and Kine Employees and the Elec- 
trical Trade Union. Their lead- 
ers continued their negotiations 
earlier in the week with the British 
Fiim Producers Assn. and another 
session is skedded to take place 
this afternoon (Tues.). 


Mexico Bans All 
Italian Prods. 


Mexico Citp, Aug. 16. 

Hollywood product will make 
further gains down here with the 
elimination, for the present, of 
Italian pix, which were becoming 
important competition. The WNa- 
tional Cinematographic ~-Board has 
banned for an indefinite period all 
imports of Italian pix. Its chair- 
man, Congressman Jorge Ferretis, 
explained Italy didn’t hold up its 
end of a film exhibition reciprocity 
pact made not. long ago with Mex- 
ico. "ey 

Italian films have increased in 
popularity in Mexico. During the 
first half of this year, 43 Italian 
films were admitted, of which 23 
hed been exhibited u» to June 30. 
Thet compared, Ferretis said, with 
a mere-four Mexican pix allowed 
into Italy in that time. Italy, the 
NCB chief complained, has been 
nothing like as enthusiastic as Mex- 
ico about exhibiting Mex films in 
Italian cinemas as per the recivroc- 
ity deal. He said that a good Mex- 
ican pic, “The Rebellion of the 
Hanged,” has been in Italy several 
months, without any indication of 
when it: will be exhibited. 

It is reported here that a new 
head of the pic derartment in 
Italy may be appointed soon. 
‘This-situation is seen as a possible 
explanation of the seemingly in- 
difference of Italy toward screen- 
ing Mexican pix. 


FRANK LLOYD TO PROD. 
BADEN-POWELL BIOPIC 


London, Aug. 23. 

Frank Lloyd revealed here last 
Thursday (18) that he has secured 
the rights for a biopic of Lord 
Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy 
Scout and Girl Guide movements. 
The production, which _ will be 
lensed mainly in London next year, 
will be released by Republic in 
1957 to coincide with the 50th 
anni of the foundation of the Scout 
movement and the centenary of the 
birth of the late Chief Scout. 

Lloyd is due to return to Holiy- 
wood shortly to work on the script 
with Warren Duff, who has been 
assigned to write the screenplay. 
The production will probably call 
for extensive locations in South 
Africa. 


DEFA Uses Models From 
W. Berlin For Fashion Pic 


Berlin, Aug. 16. 
It appears that there is a short- 
age of comely mannequins in East 
| Berlin. When DEFA shot a film 
| about woman’s fashions recently, it 
had young ladies in brand-new 














London, Aug. 23. 


An era of closer cooperation be- 
tween the Theatre ners of 
America ard the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. is envisaged by 
Herman Levv, general counsel of 
the U.S. organization, currently in 
Britain for meetings with exhibi-* 
tors throughout the country. 

Adventa~e7 “+ hetween 
the two oranizatioys, Levy said, 
in J.ondon lest week, became evi- 
dent during the battle which raged 
over stereovhonic sound. Exhibs 
in both countr’es, he averred, were 
st''L faced with cra~mon nro“lems 
which he fe't e-"ed for a joint con- 
sultation and action. 

As a result of this cleser lirk 
hetween the two exhibitor groups, 
for the first tire in history there 
is to be a Br'tish* official delegate 
to the TOA arnral convertion in 
Los Aneles this fall. The delegate 
will address the eonvention and 
outline oficial CEA policy on joint 
co-overation. 

Amon¢ the common problems 
listed by Levy were the scarcity of 
product and the incidence of tax- 
ation. The latter ovestion h2d been 
somewhet relieved in the U.S. but 
is still a pressing prob’em in Brit- 
ain. He cited as an example of 
TOA action in meeting product 
shortave, the recert formation of 
the Exhibitors Film Finance 

roun. 

Like Walter Reade, who wes 
here recently, T.evvy was impressed 
with the conciliation machinery, 
for joint consu'tation, which exists 
between the CEA and the Kine- 
matograph Renters  soriety. He 
honed it would be possible to es- 
tablish comparable conciliation 
setup in America. Levy has been 
meeting leaders of the CEA and 
top theatre onerators here. Toe 
morrow (Wed.), he goes to Bir- 
mingham to address a monthly ses- 
sion of the local CEA. On the fol- 
lowing Wednesday, he will be 
guest of honor of the Scottish 
branch in Edinburgh. 


East Plans to Exchange 
Plays With W. Germany; 
Even Politico Dramas 


Frankfurt, Aug. 16. 

In line with the gradually im- 
proving relations between East and 
West Germany, it is viewed as 
especially significant that the cul- 
tural Iron Curtains seem to be 
parting. For the first time since 
the war, the theatres of the 
Bundesrepublic and _ the © Soviet 
Zone have been making guest per- 
formances in each other’s territory. 
And particular’y important is the 
fact that even dramas with a politi- 
cal theme are being performed in 
both sectors. : “a 

The Staatstheatre of Stuttgart 
(West Germany) has been guesting 
with “Maria Stuart” and the Na- 
tional Theatre of Mannheim (West 


‘inicen 





Germany) has been performing 
“Fiesco,” both in Weimar (East 
Germany). The National Theatre 


of Weimar has brought its “Jung- 
frau von Orleans” to Stutigart. 

Other exchanges have been be- 
tween the stages of Halle (East) 
and Nuremberg (West). with Halle 
presenting Handel’s “Ezio” and 
Nuremberg doing Hindemith’s 
“Mathis der Maler” cver the bor- 
der. 

Of the politically leaded dramas, 
the Staat Theatre of Schwerin 
(East) has been doing Hedda Zin- 
ner’s “Teufelskreis’’ (Devil’s Orbit) 
in 11 cities of the West, and te 
Volkstheatre of Rostock (East) has 
brought Sartre’s “Ehrbare Dirne” 
(Respectable Prostitute) to Ham- 
burg. The Kassel Ensemble (West) 
has been permitted to perform 
Garcia Lorca’s “Bernarda Alba’s 
Haus” in Leipzig. 


48 Films Produced 
In Mex in Ist Half 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 








gowns walk over Stalin Allee, now 
East Berlin’s Glamor Alley. Two | 
of the models the camera panned 
on most of the time were West | 
Berlin mannequins hired by DEFA. | 
DEFA also shot a scene for the 
same film in Potsdam which had a | 
West Berlin mannequin as star. | 
These scenes are part of a “popu- 
| 





lar-scientifie” color pic which is to 
show East Zone audiences how the 
} woman in the streét ‘is drésséd. °°‘ 


Feature film production totalled 
48 pix during the first half of this 
year, producers disclose, with the 
investment reckoned at $2,960,000. 
May was top production month, 
when 12 were turned out. Kebruary 
was the low month when only three 
were produced. 

Mexican producers made 40 and 
Americans five of the total number 
of films. Three were American- 
Cuban-Chilean ¢oproduction, ~~ 
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In October...from 20th* 


| 


For ten solid months 
the nation’s No.1 best- 
seller! Acclaimed by 


millions as a Literary 
Guild Selection! 





_“MAGNIFICENT” 
IN CinemaScoPE COLOR by DE LUXE 


AND YOU'LL PLAY IT WHILE IT’S STILL 
TOPPING THE BEST-SELLER LISTS! 


* Watch this space for more facts about 


“The View from Pompey’s lalate ua 
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| ores Up of Italo Import Permits 
Seen Leading to Distrib Hassle 


What one film company exec last 
week referred to as “the battle of 
the ages” is due to start up agaia 
over the divvying up of the Italian 
import permits for the year start- 
ing Sept, 1. 

Unless the Italians come through 
with more licenses (which is ex- 
tremely. unlikely), the total of 
available permits for the year is 
190 for the U. S. distribs active in 
Italy themselves, and additional 35 
for United ‘Artists and Allied Art- 


ists which release via local ais- | 


tribs. 

Universal, for one, which last 
year got 22 permits in Italy, has 
made it known to the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. that—this year 
—it expects additional licenses. If 
U has ‘its way, someone else will 
have to give up permits. The ve: 
tion is: Who? 

As it has on past piataleibie: the 
problem: being raised in Italy is 
apt to bring demands for a “master 
formula” under which all such al- 
locations would be settled. How- 
ever, prospects for any such for- 
mula are dim, and MPEA fears the 
wrangling wiil continue every time 
the question of divvying up per} 
mits arises. 

Basis Not Fair 

It’s U’s position—supported pri- 
vately by some of its competitors 
—that the basis of allocating li- 
censes to the companies, i.e. local 
billings, isn’t fair, particularly in 
Italy. Three years ago, U gave 
up four permits in that country. It 
never got them back on a perma- 
nent baSis and U execs feel that, 
despite the strong upward surge 
of their foreign biz, they’re being 
continually punished. 

Involved is the larger question 
of the “frozen” allocations in many 
countries. It’s been argued by the 
up-and-coming distribs (U, UA, Co- 
lumbia, etc.), that the rise in busi- 
ness done by them abroad, as well 
as possibly the volume of produc- 
tion output in Hollywood, should 
be taken into consideration. « 

MPEA, by Sept. 1, is supposed 
to notify the Italians of how the 
bulk of the permits has been split 
up. Current indications are that 
it won’t meet the deadline unless, 
like last year, a compromise is 
fashioned. At that time, 90% of 
the licenses were divvied up and 
the rest was finally settled, with U 
getting some permits not used by 
Republic, It’s by no means cer- 
tain that it’ll work out again this 
way this year. 

If the foreign managers are un- 
able to reach any agreement, the 
question likely will go to the pres- 
idents. Either that, or—as in the 
case of the Japanese licenses—the 
local government (in this instance 
Rome) will do the splitting up. On 
the whole, the companies don’t fa- 
vor such a course, since the meth- 
od of determining who should get 
what is then completely out of 
their hands. 

Under last year’s arrangement, 
Columbia got 25 permits, Metro 30, 
Paramount 22, RKO 21, Republic 
18, 20th-Fox 28, Universal 22 and 
Warner Bros. 24. 


Now Bankrupt Cal. Exhib 
Victor in Antitrust Suit; 
Ist in L.A. in 20 Years 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Antitrust suit brought by a 
Beaumont (Cal.) theatre owner 
against 14 major studios and dis- 
tributors, asking $908,000 dam- 
ages for “conspiring” to deprive 
him of firstrun rentals in favor of 
Fox-West Coast houses in three 
neighboring. towns, has been set- 
tled for $1,000 after a 37-day trial 
in Federal Court. Full judgment 
is $3,000, since treble damages had 





been asked. 


C. L. James, operator of the 
house, filed against the defendants 
in March, 1951, later going into 
bankruptcy in 1952. In finding 
against the defendants, court also 
awarded attorney fees of $15,000 
and ww costs, amounting to 
$3-4,000 

Decision is the first in 20 years 
in L. A. that such defen@ants have 
been found to violate the antitrust 
law, and a jury has set on a case. 
In three previous cases, out-of- 
court settlements were effected 
before they came to trial. 








Einfeld Readies Coast 
Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox’s ad- 
pub v.p., flies to the Coast tomor- 
row (Thurs.) for huddies with 
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th production 
chief, and Harry Brand, studio pub- 


licity director, on upcoming re- 
leases and their handling. 


Confabs wil! spotlight the Christ- 
mas launching of “The Rains of 
Ranchipur” and pre-release of 
“The Tall Men” in September. Also 
“Carousel,” which went on loca- 
tion this week, being lensed in 
55m; “View from Pompey’s Head,” 
“Good Morning Miss Dove” and 
“The Lieutenant Wore Skirts.” 


Einfeld also will discuss 20th’s 
video activities with Sid Rogell, 
production topper of the company’s 
TCF Television Productions. 


Fox’s 3756 Leads 
July Japan Take 


Tokyo, Aug. 16. 

Although earnings for July, 1955, 
by the 10 U.S. major film firms 
distributing in Japan were off 
somewhat over last July, 20th-Fox, 
sparked by opening of more Cin- 
ema-Scope outlets, grossed a whop- 
ping $375,000, almost equal to the 
combined earnings of its two near- 
est competitors, Warner Bros. and 
Metro, who grossed $211,000 and 
$205,500 respectively. It was almost 
a dead heat for second, third and 
fourth places. in the month’s 
grosses, with Paramount earning 
$205,000. 





Other earnings were: RKO, 
$161,200; Col, $145,000; U-I, $141,- 
600; UA, $94,400; AA, $23,800. 


Total of the 10 companies was 
$1,565,550. 


Loew’s Lifts Double Bill 
From Its 26 Gotham Area 
Houses in Unusual Move 


In an unusual move, said to be 
for the first time, Loew’ s Theatres 
yanked a double bill at 5 p.m. Sat- 
urday (20) from 26 of its N. Y. 
metropolitan area theatres and 
substituted a completely new show 
at that time. Theatres were all in 
Loew’s first group or subsequent 
firstruns. 

Dualer pulled included Metro's 
“The Scarlet Coat,” a newie, and 
“The Wizard of Oz,” a reissue. 
Quick change was attributed to a 
desire to pick up biz Saturday 
night. Pictures, which had been 
scheduled to play through closing 
Saturday, had been lagging at the 
boxoffice. The replacement bill 
was the English import, “Doctor in 
the House,” being distributed by 
Republic, and “Robber’s Roost,” 
United Artists’ George Montosin: 
ery western. 


It was the first subrun engage- 
ment for “Doctor,” which had en- 


joyed a long downtown art house 
run. 


A Loew’s spokesman termed the 
switch a success and that biz for 
“Doctor” was building as a result 
of word-of-mouth. The speedy 
change necessitated some lightning 
copy changes in the Saturday 
metropolitan papers. 











Arg, Govt. Claims New 


Pix Pact With U.S. Due} 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 23. 
The Argentine government has 
confirmed that it now considers 
that the 5-year Johnston-Cereijo 
pact, signed in the U.S. early in 
1950, but not implemented until 
tate in 1951, came to its end last 


June 30. It has held that a new 
pact must be negotiated. This pact 
was signed after long parleys (last- 
ing from March, 1949) throughout 
which the Argentine government 
would not issue permits for im- 


portation of U.S. films, or allow | 


remittance of earnings. Then the 
Argentine government tried to stall 
on implementation of the-pact once 
it was signed.'It only put the pact 
into effect after Eric Johnston had 
personally visited Argentina and 
requested an explanation. 

The American | . to the, 
agreement have. oe all along that 
such a long delay in implementa- | 
tion meant that the pact still had 


until the end of this year before/ 


it ran out, but. the Argentine treas- 


_lury, of which Dr. Ramon Cereijo 


was the head at the time the pact 
was worked out, thinks. otherwise. 
However, although ‘the official te 
of the pact is considered lapsed, 
has been agreed to keep it in effect 
until the end of the year, to allow 
for time to negotiate another one. 

Robert Corkery, the MPEA rep 
for Latin-America, was here briefly 
last week and. got this assurance 
from Argentina’s new Presidential 
Press Secretary Leon Bouche and 
current incumbent of the: agreed 
pe 


Foreign Pic Mkt; 
Needs Sales Help 


“Help Wanted” signs are up at 
some of the indie distribs that of 
late have been blossoming in the 
foreign film market. 

Rather sudden rush of interest 
in the foreign “lingualers has cre- 
ated something of a shortage of 
trained sales personnel to go out 
and peddle the specialized product 
to both the arties and the com- 
mercial ‘shouses. 

There’s no question that the 
coming year will see an almost un- 
precedented push to expand the 
limits of the foreign film market, 
with the accent on dubbed imports, 


The same companies now entering 
the field also can be expected to 
pay a good deal-of attention to tv, 
and here again there's something 
of a dearth of execs who know the 
field well. 

Foreign film distribution picture 
is changing radically with plenty 
of “new faces” in evidence. Co- 
lumbia Pictures is setting up its 
own distribution seetion for for- 
eign films and is close to making 
a deal with one of the indies to 
head it up. United Motion Picture 
Organizations (Richard Davis and 
John G. McCarthy) is assembling 

a sales staff to peddle its. French 
Feng 

Continental Distributing, the 
Walter Reade-Frank Kassler com- 
bo, is taking on added help; Pathe 
Cinema in the fall will be scouting 
the field for sales people, and one 
of the major circuits is on the 
brink of entering the market and 
also is hiring people. Not neces- 
sarily looking for added manpow- 
er, but active with what they have, 
are Distributors Corp. of America 
and IFE Releasing Corp. 





—oe 





Turnabout Sees TV, Vidpic Producers 


Now Invading Theatrical Market 





2d Tandem Reissue 
Package From Metre 


“A&A Guy Named Joe” and “30 
Seconds Over Tokyo,” released in 
1943 and 1944 respectively, is.being 
set as a reissue package by Metro 
for November distribution. 

This is the second tandem re- 
issue package planned by the com- 
pany in a two-month period. “The 


Philadelphia Story” and “Green |* 


Dolphin Street,” another ‘pair of 
oldies, will be offered theatres dur- 
ing October. 


\Distribs on Own . 
In Yugoslavia 


‘American film companies have 





decided-to go their individual ways 


in Yugoslavia, thus_ending the last 


active operation of the Motion Pic- 


ture Export Assn. The MPEA’s 


franchise expires Aug. 31 and, ; 
after that, the distrike are on their. 


own. in Yugoslavia. 


Breakup became obviiies last 
year, when. Metro—along with 
United Artists and Republic—re- 
fused to go along with the MPEA’s 
Yugo deal and made its own sales 
arrangements. Despite this, how- 
ever, the other distribs decided to 
stick-it out for another year. ~ - 

Although the companies will ne- 
gotiate their own deals. for 1956, 
contracts signed earlier this year 
by MPEA with the Yugoslav mo- 
nopoly will continue in force. A 
number of the 60 pix sold t6 the 
Yugoslavs at that time-haven’t as 
yet been delivered: The 60 films 
went for an average of . $4,500 
each. Companies feel they can do 
better than that on a competitive 
basis, 

MPEA originally was chartered 


'to operate in 13 countries, includ- 


ing the Iron Curtain areas and the 
occupied nations. It never actually 
functioned in Companies 
operated in MPEA on a pool basis. 
the purpose being to present a 
common front in dealing with the 
various state monosent 


“Siranger” 386 in 7th 
Week But UA Okays Cap . 
Yanking at Loew's Bid 


At the request of Loew’s, United 
Artists okayed yanking “Not As A 
Stranger” from the Capitel The- 
atre, N. Y. firstrun, despite busi- 
ness that ordinarily would warrant 
extending the holdover. It will be 
replaced next week by Colum- 
bia’ s ‘Man from Laramie.” 

_“Stranger” brought a gross of 
$38,000 in its seventh week and 
slightly under that figure in the 
eighth, which ended last night 
(Tues.). Rather than continue it at 
the Cap, Loew’s execs asked for 
its availability for the _ circuit’s 
numerous Metropolitan area out- 
lets over the Labor Day weekend, 
this following local showcasing at 
the Brooklyn and Bronx firstruns. 
It bows today at Loew’s Metropoli- 
tan Theatre, Brooklyn, today with 
“The Big Bluff,” also UA, as the 
second feature. This is the N. Y. 
preem for the latter, incidentally. 

UA execs, meanwhile, are confi- 
dent that “Stranger” will be by 
far the tallest grosser in the com- 
pany’s history. 








Dimensions of Canada’s Film Industry 





Ottawa, Aug. 23. 
Increases in both gross revenue and salaries and 
wages in Canada’s motion picture industry in 1954 
is reported by the federal bureau of statistics in 
With 45 firms employing 478 people, the 
private picture industry paid a total $1,549,233 in 
salaries and wages, a hike of nearly $400,000 over 


Ottawa. 


1953. 


Gross revenue from printing, producticn and labo- 
ratory work was $3,562,536 in 1954, an increase of 
32% over 1953 in production and 18% in lab work. 
$1,328,0@1 from 
sources such as equipment sales and projection 


The industry grossed another 


rentals. 


The statistical report shows private industry and 


atrical films, 





government agencies combined produced 14,947,631 
feet of black-and-white and more than 4,500,000 feet 
of color film in 16mm, plus 24,789,934 feet of black- 
and-white and 118,175 of color in 35mm in 1954. 
Last year, private industry and government agen- 
cies produced two features, 50 shorts, 363 non-the- 
335 telefilms, 691 tv commercials, 


1,551 trailers, 347 newsreel stories for theatres and 
Although Canadian tv is not likely 


903 for video. 


1o be airing color for another three or four years, 

four of the vidpix were in color. 

one feature, nine shorts and 220 non-theatricals. 
Another items in the list of tables and statistics 


Also in color were 


showed three shorts, 120 non-theatricals, and 64 tele- 


pix produced as silent films. 


| ers, 


-+ ‘With the major film companies 
jumping on the television band- 


wagon by providing film video 
shows, producers of live and filmed 
tv programs are invading the the- 
atrical market. This appears to be 
the latest trend in the marriage of 
tv and the film industry. Telepix 
distributors, in order to assure 
themselves of product fot eventual 
release to video, have already en- 
tered .theatrical distribution, and 


tv-ites. 
A number of treme whose pri- 
mary interest up to now has been 
solely television, are announcing 
‘plans for the production of the- 
atrical films. Recently, Transfilm, 
one of the big producers of indus- 
tria? pix and tv commercials, re- 
vealed.a theatrical project. Latest 
to enter the fold is Demby Produc- 
tions, producers Of ‘live and filmed 
tv programs. Demby is readying 
two feature-length films. 
Meltzer, v.p. of the company, has 
set up temporary headquarters on 
the Coast to assemble a package. 
Kirk Douglas is Byer sought for 
sy lead role. ; A second feature 
s being p in New York, 
wii Kevin McCarthy and Jocelyn 
Brando being weighed for the leads 


{in “The World’s A Bride,” based 


on a teleplay by Betty Jeffries. 


Humphrey, Berger Talk 
%. a 
On Proposed Hearings 
Regarding Pic Rentals 
Minneapolis, Aug. 23, 

Meeting here again, U. S. Sen. 
-H. H. Humphrey, chairman of the 
Senate’s Small Business Commit- 
tee’s subcommittee, and Bennie 
Berger, chairman of Allied States’ 
emergency defense committee, 
once more discussed plans for the 
Senate Committee’s proposed hear- 
ings on film rentals. 

Berger says it was decided “defi- 
nitely” that the hearings will start 
at a date to be chosen later “in the 
coming fall.” Senator ar yd 
assured Berger, according to 
latter, that he will go th with 
the hearings, especially “to review 
the relationship between distribu- 
tors and exhibitors” in the belief 
that sufficient material will be 
gathered to provide the basis for 
Federal legislation for governmen- 
tal regulation of film -rentals and 
the industry generally. 

Considerable data and testimony 
already have been gathered by 
Abram F. Myers, Allied States 
general counsel, and Berger him- 
self, for presentation to the com- 
mitite, the latter asserts. A num- 
ber of exhibitors have agreed to 
testify and it’s expected the Al- 
lied case will be completed and 
ready for presentation to the com- 
mittee within the next 30 days, 
he says. 

Berger emphasizes again that, 
despite the film heads’ meetings 
and distributors’ “vague promises” 
of film rental relief for small ex- 
hibitors, North Central Allied 
hasn't yet been able to detect any 
change of sales policy attitude 
changes “anywhere down the line.” 

“There’s nothing different from 
what there was before all this agi- 
tation and our efforts to try to 
show the film companies the light,” 
says Berger. 


Col’s Midwest Saturation 
Plan With Dual Shockers 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

Columbia Pictures is breaking 
its dual bill of science-fiction chill- 
“It Came from Beneath the 
Sea” and “Creature With the Atom 
Brain,” into this territory with the 
saturation plan of booking which 
is netting it around 200 dates from 
now to the Labor Day weekend. 

Film pair opened here at Loew’s 
Midland Friday (19) to exception- 
ally good biz, with a stiff campaign 
of tv and radio spots and sizeable 
newspaper space as the key moves 
in the campaign. More than 75 
tv spots and a comparable number 
of radio spots were placed in this 
area between Tuesday and Friday, 
when the picture opened at the 
Midland, according to Tom Bald- 
win, Columbia’s exchange man- 
| ager. 











Harvey. 


the production of theatrical films . 
appears to be the next step of the. 
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THE RAVE REVIEWS BEGIN! 


(Excerpts from M. P. Daily, typical of the great notices. Here’s 
another M-G-M musical smash to follow ‘“‘Love Me Or Leave Me.’’) 


‘Phe applause that followed nearly all of a dozen song and dance specialties 
was enough to convince any reviewer that ‘It’s Always Fair Weather’ has a 
halo of sunshine surrounding its record-breaking destiny. 


““The reviewer can still hear echoes of the applause for Kelly’s roller-skating 
specialty; the hilarious song and dance production number in Stillman’s Gym, 
with ‘mugs’ and ‘pugs’ participating in a bright routine delivered by the 
vibrant Charisse; Dailey’s hysterical rendition of ‘Situation-Wise,’ and his 
liquor-soaked antics parodied to the William Tell Overture; Dolores Gray’s 
satirical role, drawn as the female counterpart of some of the nation’s top TV 
shows emcees, and her show-stopping “Thanks a Lot, But No Thanks.’ The 
clipt reaction shots, and the strange-interlude treatment of special lyrics to 
the tune of the ‘Blue Danube’ by Kelly, Dailey and Kidd, and the effect of 
their sensational tri-split screen dance routine, will bring customers back to 
see this show again and again.” 
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YES, IT’S ALWAYS FAIR WEATHER 


when M-G-M assembles a brilliant cast of 
talents and pours its resources into a great 
screen musical. Next attraction at Radio- City 
Music Hall. Nationwide delight for Labor Day. 








M-G-M presents .in CinemaScope + “IT’S ALWAYS FAIR 
WEATHER?” starring GENE KELLY +» DAN DAILEY + CYD 
CHARISSE - DOLORES GRAY + MICHAEL KIDD + Story 
and Screen Play by Betty Comden and Adolph Green + Music by 
André Previn + Lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green + Photo- 
graphed in Eastman Color + Directed by Gene Kelly and Stanley 
Donen + Produced by Arthur Freed 


P. S. Plus Hal March, M. C. of TV's : : ‘ r ‘ 
famed "$64,000 Question” program! (Available in Magnetic Stereophonic, Perspecta Stereophonic or 1-Channel Sound) 


¥ 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 


Ferrer, Arlene Dahl, Milly Vitale, 
Barry Jones, sewer Brett, May Britt, 
ooeee, Homolka, Herbert Lom, Lea 
(Started July 4 
“TRAPEZE” 


(Hecht-I at 








ALLIED ARTISTS 


Starts, This Year........,1#% 
This Date, Last Year......18 





“SHACK UP ON 101” 


“CALCULATED RISK” 





Exec. Prod.—William F. Broidy 
Prod.—Mort Millman 
Dir.—Edward Dein 
Terry Moore, Frank Lovejoy, Lee Mar- | 
ae a Wynn, Len Lesser, Whit 
ssell. 


(Started Aug. ) 


rod.—Ben Schwalb 
ir.—Hubert Cornfield 

Bill Elliott, Beverly Garland. Tom 
Drake, Helene Stanton, Dayton Lum- 
mis, Pierre Watkin, John Close, Lu- 
cien Littlefield 


(Started Aug. 10). 





COLUMBIA 


“THE PROUD AND PROFANE” 

(Shooting in Puerto Rico) 
Pr ‘William Perlberg 
Dir. —George Seaton 

William Holden, Deborah Kerr, Dewey 
Martin, Thelma Ritter, Marion Ross, 
Ann Morriss, Nancy ‘Sinatra, Ross 
Bagdasarian, William Redfield, Ger- 
aldine Hall, Evelyn Cotton, Theodore 
Newton, Robert Morse, Ray Strick- 
lyn, Olive Stacey, Genevieve Aumont 


(Started July 16) 





RKO 
Starts, This Year.........12 
This Date, Last Year...... 4 











“GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING” 
(Lecationing in. Silverton, Colo.) 
Prod.—J. Edmund Grainger 
Dir.—Jacques Tourneur 
Robert Stack, Virginia Mayo, Ruth Ro- 
man, Alex Nicol, Raymond Burr, 
Regis Toomey 


(Started Aug. 15) 








Starts, This Year.........27 
This Date, Last Year...... 19 











“TAMBOURINE” 
Prods.—Howard Welsch, 


man 

Dir.—Nicholas Ray 

Jare Russell, Cornel Wilde, Luther 
Adier, Joseph Calleia, James Russell, 
Mikhail Rasumny, Wally Russell, Nina 
Koshetz 


(Started July 18) 


“GAMMA PEOPLE” 


(Warwick Productions) 
(Columbia Release) 
(Shooti in Austria) 
Exec. Prods.—Irving Allen, A. R. Broc- 


coli 

Prod.—John Gossage 

Dir.—John Gilling 

Paul Douglas, Eva Bartok, Martin Mil- 
ler, Rosalie Crutchley 


(Started July 25) 


“JUBAL TROOP” 

Prod.—William Fadiman 

Dir.—Delmar Daves 

Glenn Ford, Ernest Borgnine, Rod 
ame Valerie French, Felicia ¥arr, 

Ruysdael, harles Bronson, 

Noah Berry Jr., Jack Elam. Robert 
Knapp, John Dierkes, Juney Ellis, Don 
Harvey 


(Started July 28) 


“SAFARI” 
(Warwick Productions) 
(Shooting in London) 
a Prod.—Irving Allen, A. R. Broc- 


Prod.—Adrian D. Worker 
Dir.--Terrence You ~, s 

Victor Mature, Janet Leigh, Roland Cul- 
ver, Orlando Martins 

(Started Aug. 2) 


“THE EDDY DUCHIN STORY” 


«Shooting in New York) 

Prod.—Jerry Wald 

Dir.—George Sidney 

Tyrone Power, Kim Novak, James Whit- 

Rex Thompson, Jerry Antes, 
Nat Brandwynne 

(Started Aug. 8) 


“THE URANIUM BOOM” 


Prod.—Sam Katzman 
Dir.—-William Castle 


Harry Tatle- 


REPUBLIC 


Starts, This Year.......:. 9 
This Date, Last Year...... 4 








20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year.........15 
This Date, Last Year......10 











“| LOST MY Wire TO THE ARMY” 
Adler 


\ Tashlin 
-. ware e Sheree North, 


(Started. Aug. 22) 


“CAROUSEL” 
a po. in Maine) 
od.—Henry Ephron 
bir, —Henry King 
Frank Simntre, “Shirley Jones, Cameron 
itchell, Barbara. Ruick, Clara Mae 
FS Audrey. Christie,~ Robert 
Rounseville 
(Started Aug. 22) 


“THE RAINS OF RANCHIPUR” 
Prod.—Frank Ross 
Dir.—Jean Negulesco 


Les Tre- 


na Turner, Richard Burtor, Fred 
MacMurray, Michael Rennie, Joa 
Caulfield, Eugenie Leontovich, Carlo 
Rizzo, Paul Frees 


(Started Aug. 22) 


UNIVERSAL 


Starts, This Year.........21 
This Date, Last Year......18 














“THE BENNY GOODMAN STORY” 
Prod.—Aaron Rosenberg 
Dir.—Valentine Davies 
Steve See Donna Reed, Berta Ger- 

sten, Ba gt tg Harry James, Ben 

Pollack, a, Lionel Hamp- 

ton, Teddy Wilson, Herber: Anderson, 

Robert F. Simon, Sammy Davis Jr., 

Martha Tilton, Hy Averback 
(Started July 


“LAW MAN“ 
Prod.—Albert Zugsmith 
Dir.—Charles Haas 
John Agar, Mamie Van Doren, Richard 





Dennis Morgan, Patricia Medina, Wil- 
liam Talman 
(Started Aug. 9) 
METRO 
Starts, This Year .........13 
This Date, Last Year......11 








“THE LAST HUNT” 
Dir.—Richard Brooks 
Robert Taylor, Stewart Granger, Lloyd 
Nolan, Russ Tamblyn, Anne Bancroft 
(Started July 13) ; 


“LUST FOR LIFE” 


(Shooting in France) 
Prod.—Jéhn Houseman 
Dir.—Vincent Minnelli 


Kirk Douglas, Anthony Quinn, Niall : 
MacGinnis, Pamela Brown, Roger 
Livesey < 


(Started Aug. 2) 


“MEET ME IN LAS VEGAS” 


Prod.—Joseph Pasternak 

Dir.—Roy Rowland 

Dan Dailey, Cyd Charisse, Oscar Karl. 
weis, Lily Darvas, Jim Backus, Cara 
Williams, Liliane Montevecchi 

Guest Stars: Lena Horne, Frankie 


Laine 
(Started Aug. 2) 


PARAMOUNT 


Starts, This Year......... 8 
This Date, Last Year ......12 














“THE TEN COMMANDMENTS” 


Prod.-Dir.—Cecil B. DeMille 

Assoc. Prod.—Henry Wilcoxon 

Charlton Heston, Yul Brynner, Anne 
Baxter, Yvonne DeCarlo, Debra Paget, 
Judith Anderson, Edward G,. Robin. 
son, Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Vincent 
Price, John Carradine, John Derek, 
Olive Docreng, Martha Scott, Julia 
Faye, Henry Wilcoxon, Douglas Dum- 
brille, Ian Keith, Frank DeKova, 
Peter Hanson, Donald Curtis, H. B. 
Warner, Joan Woodbury, John Mil- 
jan, Joyce Vanderveen 

@Started Oct. 14 


“THE MAN WHO KNEW TCO MUCH” 


Prod.-Dir.—Alfred Hitchcock 

Assoc. Prod.—Herbert Coleman 

James Stewart, Doris Day, Chris Olsen, 
Bernard Miles, Ralph Truman, Brenda 
De Banzie, Daniel Gelin, Reggie Nal- 
der, Betty eamocee, Alan Mowbray, 
Mogens Wieth, delhak Chraibi, Pat 
Aherne, bee hae ones, Noel Willman; 
Alix Talton, Hillary Brooke 

(Started May 12) 


“THE BIRDS AND THE BEES” 


(Gomalco Productions) 

Prod.—Paul Jones 

Dir.—Norman Taurog 

George Gobel, Mitzi Gaynor, David 
Niven, Fred Clark, Reginald Gardiner, 
Harry Bellaver, Torben Meyer, Peggy 
Moffitt, King Donovan, John Daly, 
Mary Treen, Steven Geray, Bob Car- 
son, Ha! Rand, Roscoe Ates 

(Started July 1D 





Leif Erickson, Coleen Gray 
(Started ‘Aug. 9) 


“PILLARS OF THE SKY” 
(Shooting in Oregon) 
Prod.—Robert Arthur 
Dir.—George Marshall 
vee Chandler, Doroth, 
Andes; Ward Bond, 
ney Chaplin 
(Started Aug. 18) 


Malone, Keith 
ee Marvin, Syd- 





WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year.........16 
This Date, Last Year......11 











“GIANT” 
apse. —Geerge Stevens, Henry Gins- 
erg 

Dir.—George Stevens 

Elizabeth Taylor, Rock Hudson, James 
Dean, Jane Withers, Chill Wills, Mer- 
cedes McCambridge, Judith Evelyn, 
Paul Fix, Carroll Baker, Dennis Hop- 
per, Robert Nichols, Rodney Taylor 

(Started May 19) 


“OUR MISS BROOKS” 
Prod,—David Weisbart 
Dir.—Al Lewis 
Eve Arden, Robert Rockwell, Jane Mor- 
gan, Gale Gordon, Gloria McMillan, 
Richard Crenna, Leonard Smith, Dick 
Adams 
(Started July 26) 
“THE LONE RANGER” 
Prod.—Willis Goldbeck 
Dir.—Stuart Heisler 
Clayton Moore, Jay Silverheels, Bonita 
Granville, Lyle Bettger, Robert Wilke, 
Perry Lopez 
(Started Aug. 1) 


“GOODBYE, MY LADY” 
(Batjac Productions) 
(Shooting at Goldwyn) 
Prod.—-Robert Fellows 
Dir.—William A. Wellman 
Walter Brennan, Brandon de Wilde, 
Phil Harris, William Hopper, Sidney 
Poitier, Louise Beavers 
(Started Aug. 8) 


“THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS” 
(Shooting in Boston) 
Prod.—-Leland Hayward 
Dir.—Billy Wilder 
James Stewart 
(Started Aug. 8) 


Productions) 
(UA Release) 


(Shooting in Paris) 
Prod—James Hill 
Dir.—Sir Carol Reed 
Burt Lancaster, Tony Curtis, Gina 
Lollobrigida, Katy Jurado, Thomas 
Gomez, Johnny Puleo ; 


(Started Aug. DD 


“SUMMER GAME” 
(Canyon Pictures. Inc.) 
(Shooting in Colorado) 
Prods.—Jack Couffer, Conrad Hall 
Assoc. Prod.—Nicholas Rutgers Jr. 
Dir.—Marvin Weinstein 
Arthur Franz, Doris Dowling, Murvyn 
Vye, Myron Healey, Charles Delaney, 
Dick Reeves, ag pt Richards, James 
Anderson, Gene R 


(Started Aug. 9) 


“RROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS” 
(Michael Todd A 2s ap agesd 


Assoc. Prod.—Wiiliam Cameron Menzies 

David Niven, Cantinflas, Luis Domin- 
quin 

(Started Aug. 9) 


“MOHAWK” 


(Edward L. Alperson Productions) 
(20th-Fox Release) 
Prod.—Edward L. Alperson 
Dir.—Kurt Neumann 
Scott Brady, Rita Gam, Neville Brand, 
Lori Nelson, Allison Hayes, Vera 
Vague, John Hoyt, Rhys Williams, 
John Hudson, Tommy Cook 


(Started Aug. 10) 


“FRONTIER SCOUT” 


oy ee Productions) 
(UA Release) 
Exec. Prod.—Aubrey Schenck 
Prod.—Howard W. Koch 
Dir.—Lesley Selesdar 
Tony Martin, Peggy Castle. John Brom- 
field, Ron Randell, John Smith 


(Started Aug. 1) 


“THE KILLER IS LOOSE” 


(Crown Productions, Inc.) 
(UA Release) 
a .—Robert L. Jacks, Robert’ Gold- 
te. 
Dir.—Budd Boetticher 
gr h Cotten, Rhonda Flemivg, Wen- 
Corey, Michael Pate, Alan Hale, 
Sein Beradino, Virginia Christine 


(Started Aug. 11) 4 


“DAN’L BOONE” 
(Gannaway-Ver 
(Shooting in Mexico) 
Prod.- .—Al Gannaway 
Bruce Bennett, Lon Ghouey Jr., Faron 
Young, Walter Sande, Kem Dibbs, 
Gordon Mills 


(Startec Aug. ~15) 


“COMANCHE” 


(UA Release) 
(Shooting in Durango, Mexico) 
Prod.—Carl Krueger 
phe Prod.—Hank Spitz 
Dir.—George Sherman 
Dana Andrews, Linda Cristal, Kent 
Smith, Reed Sherman, Mike Mazurki, 
Nestor Paiva, John Litel, Henry Bran- 
don, Boyd Stockman, Speer Harris, 
Arthur Space, Iron Eyes C 


MPAA Gan’t- 


=== Continued from page 3 Seemme 


len, Inc.) 














transferred to a new account (it’s 
now held in the name of Fred 
DuVal; the late MPAA treasurer). 
Then, someone would have to hit 
on a-plan of what te do with it. 

Idea originally was to finance 
additional p.r. subjects with what- 
ever coin was left over after print 
and advertising expenses for the 
dozen original shorts. Since noth- 
ing came of that, COMPO at one 
point put in a bid for the money, 
but was turned down. Since then, 
there haven’t been any suggestions 
of how to dispose of the $40,000. 

Original shorts series was made 
at cost, with each studio contribut- 


$8,000. It got good theatrical dis- 
tribution. Reduced to 16m, the pix 
are still being shown around and 
are also available via the MPAA’s 
Teaching Films Custodian. Series 
can be bought in narrow-gauge 
form at $100 a throw. 

Attempts were made on several 
occasions to obtain clearance for 
television. Since the shorts include 
numerous clips from old pix, this 
was found to be impossible. 


EE 


Grant’s 10% 


Continued from page 3 = 








to the first dollar,” commented an 
authoritative source. 


Grant meanwhile is delighting 
Par with the way he’s out plugging 
the picture. Company’s top-echelon 
kexecs say they're particularly im- 
pressed with the actor’s modesty 
(a rare commodity, they add) and 
eagerness to hit the hinterland 
trails for the press and radio-tv 
publicity rounds. 








INDEPENDENT 











“FOREIGN INTRIGUE” 
(Sheldon Reynolds Productions) 
(UA Release) 
(Shooting in Stockholm) 
Prod.-Dir.—Sheldon Reynolds 
Robert Mitchum, Genevieve Page, In- 
grid Tulean, Inga Tidblat 
(Started July 1) 
“WAR AND PEACE” 
(Ponti-de Laurentiis Productions) 
(Paramount Release) 
(Shooting in Rome) 
Prod.—-Dino de Laurentiis 
Dir.—King Vidor 
Audrey Hepburn, 


Henry Fonda, Mel 


| 


Of course, he may have in mind 
his own 10%. 


Col Mulls Davis Tuner 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Sammy Davis Jr. is up for a 





musical at Columbia, “if a satis- 
factory story property can be 
found,” according to producer 


Jonie Taps. 
Pair have already huddled with 
executive producer Jerry Wald, 





but no decision yet has been made. 


ing one subject to, a. maximum { 





Americans Up Fees on Foreign Pix, Sez 
Distrib; Good Ones Still Around Cheap 





~* If foreign producers are asking 


So Who Could Tell? 


There’s usually a spate of 
intra-company pep talk and 
blurb material to the press 
when a distributor launches a 
sales push that entails re- 
gional competitions and cash 
prizes. But not with RKO. 

Five weeks ago the distrib 
proclaimed it was preparing 
the “James R. Grainger Sales 
Drive.” Herbert Greenblatt, 
domestic sales chief, wired dis- 
trict and branch managers 
that this was an opportunity 
“to express to the president 
our gratefulness for all his 
dedicated service in our be- 
half.” 

But then the company went 
and got itself sold and Grain- 
ger became an ex-president, 
and no one has since uttered a 
word about the sales drive. 


MPEA Denies Any 
Spanish Embargo 
On U.S. Pic Import 


Officials of the Motion Picture 

Export Assn. in N. Y, Monday 
(22) denied press repots from 
Madrid that MPEA had placed an 
embargo on the importation of 
U. S. films into Spain. 

“No communication has been 
sent to Madrid on this matter,” 
stated one MPEA exec flatly. He 
added, however, that the com- 


pahies were taking a serious view 
of developments in Spain, where 
the Ministry of Information and 
Tourism has issued a decree that 
would force the American distribs 
to handle .one Spanish pic for 
every four dubbed Hollywood 
films. Order is effective Oct. 1. 


Indications are that the U. S. 
distribs will take no definitive ac- 
tion, pending the receipt of more 








detailed information. Eugene Van, 


Dee, MPEA rep in Italy, is due to 
go to Spain. Also due there is 
Griffith Johnson,, MPEA v.p. and 
head of its European section, who 
is skedded to leave for Venice 
Aug. 30° and is likely to stop over 
in Madrid to o.o. the situation. 

The: N. Y’ Times Sunday (21) 
carried a dispatch from Madrid, 
statmg that MPEA had. informed 
the Spanish government that U. S. 
producers had decided “to sus 
pend the export and sale of movies 
to Spain.” 

It is true that the Americans 
are refusing to pick up such per- 
mits as are available to them, on 
the simple assumption that, if they 
did, this would be tantamount to 
accepting the Spanish condition 
which the Americans feel is im- 
practical and _ precedent-setting. 
There are a number of unreleased 
Hollywood pix in Spain. It’s 
stressed that these will be put into 
release and that the American dis- 
tribs will continue to book their 
films in Spain, at least for the 
moment. 

The Spanish decree has been 
protested to the U. S. Ebbassy in 
Madrid by MPEA, which main- 
tains it’s a violation of the recent 
accord under which last year’s 
agreement was extended for an- 
other year “without changes.” 
However, the Spaniards retained 
the right to reopen negotiations 
early next year. 


286 ‘Banana’ Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Color Corp. of America is named 
defendant in a $28,000 suit filed in 
L.A. Superior Court by Chemical 
Corn Exchange Bank, under a 
guarantee assertedly made by the 
tint firm for Roadshow Productions’ 
“Top Banana,” released by United 
Artists in early 1954. 

Bank charges that a note of this 
amount was signed by Ben Peskay, 
RP prexy, with Color Corp. guar- 
anteeing transaction. CC now re- 
fuses to pay, according to the com- 
plaint, 








{unreasonably high guarantees for 


their films, it’s as much the fault of 
the American importers as any- 
one’s, says Mario de Vecchi, exec 
v.p. of A.P.I. Productions Inc., 
which this fall goes into active 
distribution of Italo and French 
films. 

De Vecchi opined in~ N.Y. last 
week that foreign producers didn’t 
have such exaggerated ideas about 
the U.S. market until American 
indies started outbidding one an- 
other and driving up the prices. 
“You can still get good films in 
Europe for very little, if the pro- 
ducers are convinced you'll do a 
good and honest job with them 
here,” he maintained. 

A.P.I. Productions has a slate of 
topline Italo films which, de Vecchi 
said, he’ll start off in distribution 
this fall with “Vitelloni” (The 
Loafers), a 1953 Venice Festival 


| winner. It’s directed by Frederico 


Fellini, one of Italy’s top meggers. 
Among the other films A.P.I. will 
handle is “The White Sheik,” also 
directed by Fellini; “Terza Liceo,” 
directed by Luciano Emmer; “Ca- 
milla,” also an Emmer pic, and “Il 
Seddutore” (The Seducer), a 
comedy directed by Franco Rossi. 
N. Y. Firstruns First 

De Vecchi said he was negotiat- 

ing for “Public Enemy No. 1,” 
starring Fernandel, a satire on U.S. 
life shot partly in N. Y. Zsa Zsa 
Gabor costars. No distribution ar- 
rangements have. been. made on 
any of these: films, in line with de 
Vecchi’s . feeling that he should 
handle the N.Y. . firstrun. 
- He acknowledged that there is 
some resistance among distribs to- 
wards taking on films that have 
played off their N.Y. firstrun. How- 
ever, he observed, “we think that’s 
the only way to do it. The N.Y. 
firstrun needs special handling, and 
we intend to give it a proper 
launching. If a picture clicks, ever- 
one will want it.” 

De Vecchi, formerly associated 
with the handling of the Swedish 
“Miss Julie,” said he wished there 
would be a strengthening of the 
Independent Motion Picture Dis- 
tributors Assn., of which many of 
the indies are. members. “If this 
were a good, solid group, with in- 
dividuals working with rather than 
against one another, it could do us 
no end of: good abroad and. we 
could bring a lot of things in 
line,” he said. 


IA Firm on 5-Day Studio 
_ Week; Walsh Confers 
- With H’wood Unionites. 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees locals are 
taking a firm stand on the five-day 
week in upcoming negotiations 
with the major film studios. At a 
special meeting of business agents 
and negotiating committees called 
by International prexy, Richard F. 
Walsh, last night (Monday), at 
which he presided, to draft de- 
mands, the issue took precedence 
over all others. Walsh told the 
unions to coordinate their demands 
so they will be in line with general 
IA demands. 

The five-day week will be the 
chief demand in discussions with 
the majors, also hikes in the pen- 
sion plan, health, and welfare fund. 
IA unions in general demands are 
also asking a 5% gross on theatri- 
cal pix reissues and 5% of pix for 
tv. Except for the IA Camera- 
men’s Union, no IA union has yet 
indicated it will seek a 5% gross 
on telefilms, but the Teamsters 
Union and the Laborers Local (In- 
ternational Hod Carriers) are mak- 
ing such pitches. Prelim talks with 
the majors are usually held late in 
August, with the first regular nego- 
tiation session taking place after 
Labor Day. The majors are now 
talking to the IA locals individ- 
ually, following which general 
negotiations will be held. 








AA Signs Hub Tyke 
Boston, Aug. 23. 

A Hub tyke, Phil Phillips, seven, 
who got his start three years ago at 
the Berkeley School of Music un- 
der Lee Daniels and appeared on 
the Community Opticians tv show, 
has been signed to a seven-year 
film contract by Steve Broidy of 

AA and is off for Hollywood. 
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Lopert Hints Theatre Roadshowing 


-Of Richard HIF to Follow TV Airing 





Opinion that preeming of a pic 
ture on tv won’t affect its theatri- 
cal run, and in fact will help it, 
was voiced in N.Y. last week by 
Ilya Lopert prior to his return to 
Europe and Venice, where he’ll be 
decorated by the Italian govern- 
ment. 

Lopert, who in partnership with 
Robert Dowling owns 50% of Sir 
Alexander Korda’s “Richard III,” 
which has been sold to NBC for 
one-shot airing, observed that he 
was confident the tv showing “won’t 
hurt us.” He stated that the price 
being paid by NBC was $500,000 
and noted that, to get such a pro- 
ducer’s take, the film would have 
to gross $1,500,000 theatrically. 
(Lopert’s figure doesn’t jibe with 
other reports, namely that price 
being paid by NBC is actually 
$350,000, with the web to share in 
the theatrical rentals. See story in 
tv section). 

Lopert said, with the NBC deal 
imminent (settled but not signed as 
per last week), he had made no 
distribution arrangements for 
“Richard III” and added it was 
quite possible that he might handle 
the roadshowing of the Laurence 
Olivier starrer himself. Pic cost 
“close to $2,000,000,” he said. It 
runs two hours and 45 minutes. 


. There is a “big crisis” in Italy, 
Lopert reported. The. reasons, he 
said, were too many pictures for 
the market, rising costs and an 
abnormally low ratio of hits to 
misses. Also, he noted, there is too 
much of a tendency in Italy to 
copycat Hollywood via “colossal” 
productions which can never re- 
coup their costs. Lopert specifically 
noted the difficulties of making a 
picture abroad that the U. S. public 
will accept. 

While in Venice, Lopert will be 
honored for “Summertime,” with 
its glorification of the city, and 
for his handling of “Shoe Shine,” 
one of the early postwar Italian 
pix which started the popularity 
cycle of Italian films of the neo- 
realist type.’ 





WB. Absorbs Cartoon 


e . = r 
Unit; Selzer Stays 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. © 
Warner Bros. Pictures Inc., has 
absorbed Warner Bros. Cartoons 
Inc., formed in 1944 as a subsidiary, 
and the animation corporate setup 
is being dissolved. Move is being 
made merely for “expediency pur- 
poses” and to eliminate details of 
the double setup, according to car- 
toon -prexy Edward Selzer, who will 
continue to head all animation ac- 
tivities in a new $20,000 buildirf 
erected for division on the War- 
ner Burbank lot. 
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COMPO Awards 


See ~2Continued from page 5 aaa 


Other smaller circuits also have 
been newly recruited. 

Another factor is that Allied in 
the past contributed only 10% of 
COMPO’s total income. Thus, loss 
of ‘even the entire national theatre 
organization would not place too 
severe a monetary handicap on 
the Awards undertaking. 

Individuals Join 

Actually, some Allied theatre- 
men are participating in the public 
pulse-taking on films, stars and 
new personalities even though they 
are not feeding the COMPO kitty. 
Presumably, excluded from this 
group is Col. H.-A. Cole, head of 
Allied of Texas, who recently was 
severe in his publicly-stated criti- 
cism of the way the poll was being 
conducted. 

Within the past week a number 
of houses were added to the list 
of theatre participants in the poll. 
Included are: the W. S. Butterfield 
Michigan chain of 69 units, District 
Theatres’ 21 houses in the Balti- 
more area, Century Circuit’s 35 
locations in N. Y., Consolidated’s 
26 houses in the Carolinas, FEver- 
green’s 22 in Oregon and Washing- 
ton, F. H. Durkee’s 22 in Balti- 
more, Balaban & Katz’ 43 in Chi- 
cago, Essaness’ 14 in Chi, Fanchon 
& Marco’s 31 in and: around St. 
Louis, Publix Great States’ 40 in 
downstate Illinois and Minnesota 
Amusement’s 46 in Minnesota, 











Color Made Keynote Of 
Pix Engineers Meet 

Color in pix and tv will be the 
keynote of the 78th convention of 
the Society of Motion Picture & 
Television Engineers, skedded at 
the Lake Placid Club, Essex 
County, N.Y., Oct. 3-7. 

Annual awards sessions will be 
held evening of Oct. 4. Medals and 
citations for winners of the So- 
ciety’s Progress, Sarnoff, Warner 
and Journal awards will be pre- 
sented at that time. 


‘Hell’ Raises Hob 
In Texas With 
~ 2506 on Ist Wk. 


It was “To Hell and Back” week 

in Texas last week, and on the basis 
of the early returns, the Universal 
pie is set to roll up a sock $250,000 
theatre gross (sans tax) for its first 
seven days in some 20 houses. 
_ Film’s strong b.o. pull was en- 
hanced further by personal appear- 
ances of Audie Murphy, star of the 
pic. It’s actually his autobiog, de- 
tailing the Medal.of Honor win- 
ner’s exploits during the war. 

In the-initial 10 openings in 
Texas, where the film is being terri- 
torially pre-released, it broke house 
records, both for opening day and 
subsequent stanzas. Saturation 
opening, with a San Antonio world- 
preem, was backed by one of the 
most ambitious U promotional 
campaigns on record. Riis 

At the Majestic, San Antonio, pie 
grossed $26,549 in five days, with a 
final estimate of $33,500 for the 
week. In Dallas, at the Majestic, 
“Hell” grossed $17,304 for the first 
three days, with $29,000 indicated 
for the week. Paramount, Ama~ 
rillo, did $6,529 in three days, with 
$11,000 figured for the week. Jef- 
ferson Theatre, Beaumont, grossed 
$5,742 in the first three days, look- 
ing to $10,000 for the week. Majes- 
tic, Houston, expects $31,000 for. 
the week. Many of the smaller sit- 
uations where “Hell” preemed 
doubled their usual take and re- 








a strong staying power for the 
Im. : 


Col’s Shalit Kudosed 
Detroit, Aug. 23. 
Film row here is set to salute 
Carl Shalit, Columbia’s central divi- 
sion manager, at a dinner tonight 
(Tues.) on the occasion of his 25th 
anniversary with Col. 


Abe Montague, film company’s 
general sales v.p., and Rube Jack- 
ter, assistant general sales man- 
ager, are here to attend the testi- 
monial. 


Code’s Cloa 


= Continued from page 5 jaa 


U. S. into a policy of closing their 
doors to Code-nixed pix. 

Federal Judge John’ Bright 
handed down the verdict. He ap- 
plauded the purposes of both the 














{Production and Ad Codes and 


commented on the fairness of their 
administration. 


The jurist promulgated findings 
of fact that included: (1), “There 
is no combination of the defendant 
and its members to prohibit ex- 
hibition or distribution of plaintiff’s 
picture or any agreements between 
the distributor members of the 
defendant that they will not dis- 
tribute or aid therein”: (2), “There 


is no evidence that defendant or }. 


its members have ever coerced ex- 
hibitors not to show pictures which 
do not. have defendant’s seal of 
approval”; (3), “There has been 
no refusal or threatened refusal 
on the part of any exhibitor to 
exhibit motion pictures which do 
not have defendant’s séal of. ap- 
proval”; (4), “There is no evidence 
of any agreement and conspiracy 
or a group boycott between defend- 
ant and its membersewhich tends to 
hinder’ and suppress ‘competition 
in interstate trade and commerce”; 
(5), “Defendant and its. members 
have not boycotted any. producers, 
distributors or exhibitors who do 
not obtain defendant’s seal’; (6), 
“There is no evidence that defend- 
ant and its members have coerced 
or compelled anyone to submit mo- 
tion. pictures or advertising to de- 
fendant for approval.” There were 
62 findings in ail, and not oné of 
them in Hughes’ favor. 
‘Among Judge Bright’s conclu- 
sions of law were these: “The by- 
laws, regulations and Code provi- 
sions of defendant and their ad- 
ministration do not impose upon 
plaintiff any restraint violative of 
the constitutional guarantees con- 
tained in the First, Fifth or Four- 
teenth Amendments to the Con- 
stitution. Defendgnts and its mem- 
bers in the case at bar have not 
violated the Sherman or Clayton 
Anti-Trust Acts.” 





‘Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock 


Exchange ) 


For Week Ending Tuesday (23) 


: Net 
1955 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 100s High Low Close’ for week 

33% 22% Am Br-Par Th 104 30% 30 297% — % 

32 25 CBS: “A” ... 53 26% 26 26% -- 
31 24% GBS “B” ... 25 2638 « 25% 2514 —1i%4 
25% 24% Col. Pix .... 17 2434 2414 241% +% 
18% 14% Decca ...... 81 16% 16 161%4 +%%, 
8234 67 Eastman Kdk 59 78 717% 78 +% 
533 354 EMI .-..... 65 3% 334 334 — \% 
2458 1712 Loew’s ..... 157 24 23 23 — *% 
12% a Nat. Thea. .. 58 10 934 934 —%\% 

445g 36 Paramount .. 55 41 4014 4014 — 
433g 35 Philco ..... 61 3614 34% 3644 +1% 
5534 3634. RCA ....... 258 4812 - 46 - 4814 +1% 
10% 7 RKO Picts. . 171 8 71% 15% — % 
12 842 RKO Thea... 57 11% 1056 1034 —¥'¥% 
11% 5% Republic .... 144 11% 10% 10% — % 
15% 1334 Rep., pfd.... 13 1534 1534 15% + % 
2254 1834 Stanley War. 57 19% 1914 1934 + % 
3154, 25% 20th-Fox .... 60 2856 2814 28% —-\%4 
31 2634 Univ. Pix ... 23 29 2834 2834 — % 
91 82% Univ., pfd....*110 83 814% 81% —1% 
21% 18% Warner Bros. 23 2054 20% 20546 +% 
134 86 Zenith ...... 20 124% 120 121% —1%4 

American Stock Exchange 
5% 4 Allied Artists 228 , 5% 5% 5% + % 
13% 934 Alld Art., pfd. 37 13% 11% 13% +1% 
174% 13% DuMont.... 48 14% 1434 1434 + % 
8 35 Skiatron .... 57 4% 3% 44% +% 
16% 13%4 Technicolor . 73 15% 14% 15 + % 
442 3% Trans-Lux .. 4 33% 3144 356 — \% 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 

Chesapeake Industries .......ccccceceeee 43% 5 +%*% 
Cimawamne Be, 4 cccsccdce Re ere ae rey" 2% —% 
NN NOE. 5 <i 5 w'n-0:% 0-0 0 heW't Cade 434 5% — & 
Official Films ee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeaeee 2144 3 — % 
FTE ES iets SR A 6414 6614 —%\% 
PE. n> 6s nechadetecboviesehoce 16 1742 — % 
Walt Disney ..... Keb decasadoekicaeskak? Oe 42 —'% 


* Actual Volume. 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 














inside Stufl—Pictures 


Audrey Hepburn is described as “the world’s highest paid actress” 
by Lloyd Shearer in Parade. The writer, who interviewed Miss Hep- 
burn and -her husband, Mel Ferrer, in Switzerland, claims that Miss 
Hepburn achieves this status by playing the leading role in the Pont- 
de Laurentiis production of “War and Peace,” currently shooting in 
Rome. According to Shearer, Miss Hepburn’s agent, Kurt Fringe, ar- 
ranged the following deal: $350,000 for a maximum of 12 weeks work; 
$500 a week expense money; a car and a chauffeur for the duration 
of the production; $27,500 for each week above 12 that she works. 


In addition, Associated British. Productions, to which Miss Hepburn’ 


owed three pictures at $2,800 a film (before her prominence), agreed 
to allow the actress to appéar in “War and Peace” in return for the 
release rights in Great Britain. Paramount in turn guaranteed Miss 
Hepburn’s salary in dollars and received the U. S. distribution rights 
to the picture. As part of the deal, Fringe also obtained $100,000 for 


Ferrer and $250 in weekly expense money. Also approval of cast, script, © 


cameraman, etc. 





While a bit early to make any definite estimate of total domestic 
gross, since the pic has been out in release little more than a month, 
“Not As A Stranger,” newest United Artist boxoffice winner, promises 
to beat previous high grossers of the company. In a majority of key 
cities played to date the medico big-star film has been running sub- 
stantially ahead of both “Vera Cruz” and “Moulin Rouge.” Film held 
up on extended-runs despite record heat waves in nearly every—part 
of the U. S. One angle noted is-that the production has been able to 
remain fairly steady after the customary dips from the first week. 
Thus in Cincinnati, after dipping around ‘$7,000 in the second week to 
$13,800, the pie held at nearly $11,000 in the third session. In Cleve- 
land, where the initial stanza’s total was nearly halved in the second 
te gd just under $15,000, it only fell back to $11,000 in the third 
round. 





Metro’s “electioneering” with its Stars of the Future brochure may 
win some of the company’s young players recognition in the upcoming 
COMPO audience poll. Brochure is being picked up by exhibitors who 
are using it in the campaign to build up new-star material. Birk Bin- 
nard, Stanley Warner’s Philadelphia publicity topper, has sent a copy 
to each of the circuit’s theatre managers in the Philly area. In a memo 
to the managers, he instructed: “Study this brochure—familiarize your- 
self with every personality in it. Watch for these new faces in the 
pictures you play—and make a special effort to bring them to the 
attention of your public.” 





Council of Motion Picture Organizations continues at work on what 
its counterpart. of the Academy Awards’ Oscar should look like. 
COMPO has narrowed down to nine the list of sketches in the running. 
From these one is to be selected as the trophy that’s to be symbolic 
of the-industry organization’s Audience Awards poll winners. Copies 
of the sketches were sent this week to 500 Awards committeemen in 
the various exchange areas. Their votes will determine the winner. 





Paramount backed up its hour-long “trailer” of the Rosalind Russell 
starrer, “The Girl Rush,” on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” tv-er 
Sunday (21) with ads on the television pages in newspapers through- 
out the country. Ads appeared in dailies in the 32 exchange cities as 





well as in cities where the picture has been booked and dated within 


the next 30 days. 





‘Rush’ Junket Misses Washout 





junkets as an effective method to 
kick off a new picture, but if the 
Russell homecoming celebration 


(sans flood, of course) in this New 
England industrial: city Thursday 
(18) is any criterion; the junket, 
with its attendant premiere festivi- 
ties, remains «a potent weapon in 
the exploitation lexicon of a film 
company. 

Miss Russell, born and raised 
in this city of 110,000, came home 
for the world premiere of Para- 
mount’s “The Girl Rush,” produc- 
ed by her husband, Frederick Bris- 
son. The resultant hoopla for the 
star of the picture as well as for 
the local-girl-who-made-good had 
all the aspects of a celebration for 
a popular national hero. It points 
up once again that films and film 
personalities continue to maintain 
a strong hold on the hinterland 
public and that Hollywood glamor 
still captures the imagination of a 
hero-worshipping population. 
Hollywood, in recent years, may 
have thought it had lost some of 
its appeal, but events such as Miss 
Russell’s homecoming may ‘serve 
to emphasize that the public is a 
long way from being blase toward 
pictures and picture personalities. 

From early morning to long past 
midnight Thursday (18), Waterbur- 
ians, despite an all-day rain (pre- 


|jceding the flooding of the area 


Friday), turned out en masse to 
follow the activities of Miss Russell 
and her entourage, including Bris- 
son, Miss De. Haven, tunesmiths 
Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane, and 
press representatives from New 
York and New England. A crowd 
estimated by police at 20,000 lined 
the streets to greet Miss Russell’s 
cavalcade on its way to the Stanley 
Warner State Theatre, where “Girl 
Rush” was presented for the bene- 
fit of the Federated Fund, a local 
charity. The Fund received a total 
of $10,000 from the preem, the 
bexoffice sale amounting to $7,300 
and Miss Russell kicking in the 
eouneanene as a personal contribu- 
ion, 


The phenomenon of a local 
crowd going wild over film per- 
scnalities was explained by a vet- 


Continued from page 4 








eran Waterbury editor. “This is a 
workaday city,” he said. “This 
changes the routine. It brings ex- 
citement to the town.-It gives peo- 
ple a chance to dress up to at- 
tend many of the activities and it 
helps place many of the local citi- 
zens as well as the city in the 
limelight.” 

Paramount had the full cooper- 
ation of civie officials and the 
Chamber of Commerce. From the 
standpoint of the city fathers, a 
premiere helps bring attention to 
the city, resulting in participation 
in the activities of the mayor, the 
police, industrial and _ business 
groups, and civic and philanthropic 
clubs. With a tour of the local 
factories as part of the all-day ace 
tivities for the visiting newsmen, 
the C. of C. was able to punch 
home the fact that Waterbury is 
the brass manufacturing center of 
the world. 

Finding of Handle 

Although local groups participate 
in ‘the costs of the junket and 
premiere, a film company’s con- 
tribution is still high. However, 
based on previous experiences, it 
was figured the extra coin realized 
from the local and immediate 
vicinity run would cover cost of 
junket. The rest is regarded as 
gravy. The economies involved are 
not always considered as impor- 
tant, as long as a “handle” is found 


on which to create excitement in - 


reaching an audience. 

In the case of “Girl Rush,” Miss 
Russell’s homecoming served as 
the “handle.” It provided the on- 
the-spot outlet for a nationwide 
Dave Garroway NBC-TV telecast 
in addition to newspaper coverage 
in the New York and New England 
area, 

Under normal circumstances, 
“Girl Rush,” it’s felt, would have 
recouped the junket cost in the 
New England area. However, with 
the State Theatre here closed be- 
cause of the flood and other hard- 
tops and drive‘ins in the area shut- 
tered because of the rising waters, 
a reappraisal of the general value, 
of course, is necessary. The dis- 
aster was something no one could 
anticipate. 
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Make a date with Columbia's 


Please, Sir, go see 
MY SISTER 
EMEEN 


If you think Im wonderful, 
wait till you see 
my SISTER 

EILEEN. 
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“Don’t pay any 
attention to 
them and , 
maybe they'll 
follow usi” 

























Wait.till you see 


MY SISTER 
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A slick chick,Mr. 
But you pen pay 


MY SISTER EILEEN © 





















“‘Men always 
make passes 
at girls who 
hold glasses /” 








‘‘Making good 

in New York 

isn’t easy... 

. but staying 

good 

is even 
harder!" 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Dian Floods Hit Drive-Ins, Resort 
Amusements: Hub B.0. Given Boost 


Hartford, Aug. 23. 

Friday’s (19) floods brought by 
Hurricane Diane caused unt 
damage to various aspects of Con- 
~ necticut show biz. Virtual)y every 
phase -throughout thc state suf- 
fered either through pi.ysical dam- 
age or an intangible b.o. loss. Ra- 
dio and tele stations were espe- 
cially hard hit. No accurate figures 
are available on the total damage, 
with rough estimates placing the 
loss at from $100,000 to $1,000,000, 


No Water, Then Rains Came 


Hartford, Aug. 23. 

Up to three days prior to 
the opening of the Meadows 
Drive-In here, there was no 
water to be had. . Water 
mains were late in being in- 
stalled. Workers had to pur- 
chase drinking‘water from a 
nearby gas station. ; 

But Hurrieane Diane placed 
this ozoner -half under water. 
Drive-in covering 26 acres was 
on the e@ge of an otherwise 
dry brook—until the rains 
came. * . 








with the iatter figure perhaps the 
true one. 

However, radio was not the only 
one to ¢uffer, Drive-ins were hard 
hit. In Hartford the new $500,000 
(2,250-car) Meadows Drivein was 
inundated and put out of action 
after being open only 10 days. It’s 
not expected to be operating until 


the end of this week. Damage 
there isto. electrical equipment 
plus the fact that it’s 26 acres were 


half covered by water over the 
weekend. 

Southington ozoner in Southing- 
ton was closed Friday night due to 
water and power failure. E. M. 
Loew’s Drive-in in Farmington was 
closed Friday night because of 
power failures. In Portland, Conn., 
the drive-in there was reported 
under water Sunday night. 

As far as could be ascertained 
over the weekend, the three Waier- 
bury drive-ins'were out of opera- 
tion. In Waterbury, the Tower 
Theatre had water in it to the 
heigh of its marquee. Latter is a 
hardtop. In Torrington, one drive- 
in was out of -action, along with 
one in Derby, Conn. 

Fate of strawhatters up through 
Litchfield area is unknown since 
no communication is open. 

At Springfield. Mass., reports 
were that the radio and tv stations 
of the area were unaffected by the 
flood. At nearby Agawam, Mass., 
Riverside Park reported business 
way off becauSe of flood conditions. 
Also that its stock car racing track, 
located on the banks of the Con- 
necticut River, had been innundated 
and was out of action for regular 
Saturday night running. 

Late reports from Waterbury are 
that the Watertown Drive-In there 
had been washed away. 





Nabes, Ozoners Hit in Mass. 
Boston,- Aug. 23. 

Hurricane Diane, which hit the 
New England area badly with 
fioods, only hurt firstrun ‘theatre 
biz here on Friday (19). Heavy 
downpours and threat. of rising 
waters put a Gamper on trade at 
the cinemas Friday matinee, with 
several neighborhood theatres 
closed because of power failures. 
Western Massachusetts nabes were 
hardest hit with the floods slough- 
ing everything in Framingham, 
Worcester, Westfield, Springfield, 
Holyoke and Chicopee. 

However, in Boston, night biz 
Friday and also Saturday was ter- 
rific, with thousands stranded in 
the city when for the frst time in 
the city’s history no trains were 


running in or out of town. Leaks. 


from roofs and overclogged drains 
kept maintenance men. busy at 
Hub firstruns but they escaped se- 
rious damage. The 13 firstrun 
houses here were virtually desert- 
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RADIO-TV TO THE RESCUE 

Report on the public serv- 
ice job done by radio and tv 
stations in the flooded areas 
is in the_ radio-tv — section. 
Broadcasters contributed what 
aid they could despite power 
failures and heavy loss of 
equipment, 








d|in the state was greater than both 


‘the companies maintained that the 


. This will mark the first time that 


ed during the Friday downpour, 
heaviest in Hub history. Damage 


hurricanes last year. 


Trade took -a surprising: upturn 
on Saturday, when tobeanede woe 
‘been up for two Poe 


of rain flocked t6 the theatres. 

Qutdoor attractions were com- 
pletely put out of business. Rain- 
swollen rivers burst dams all 
around the state. The New Efigland 
Fair season, just beginning, was 
set back. “Caesar and Cleopatra” 
at the Wellesley Suimmer Theatre 
at the outdodédr amphitheatre was 
rained out. 





Copake Ops Marooned 
Albany, N. Y. 

Edward McInt and his sis- 
ter, Mrs. Inez Ferguso, co-owners 
of the Copake Theatre in Copake, 
Columbia County, were marooned 
for 10 hours when the creek over- 
flowing its banks in the torrential, 
early-morning rains that accom- 
panied the tail of Hurricane Diane 
inundated the village. McIntyre and 
Mrs. Ferguson were eventually 
rescued, when the creek subsided. 

Water penetrated the small. the- 
atre—Copake’s only one—to the 
depth of six feet. At one time, Mr. 
McIntyre thought it would be 
washed away, as logs bumped 
against the structure. Damage by 
the flood in Copake and neighbor- 
ing a Falls was estimated at 


,000, 
eee 
Execs Boil 


=== Continued from page 3 


readers—wanted to see the film 
and enjoyed seeing it.” 

As it turns out, every one of the 
‘|three films panned is doing sock 








Appropriate Billing 

Drive-in feature at Danbury, 
Conn., also partially hit by the 
rising waters, was “Hell and 
High Water.” 

And the river that over- 
flowed in the Danbury area 
is ironically called the Still 
River. 


Continued from page 7? ao 





ties in many areas. However, the 
rapid rise in auto ownership has 
not seen an equally rapid increase 
in parking areas, resulting in a sit- 
uation whereby a downtown zone 


is not’ easily accessible to many 
potential film ns. Rather 


parking problems, film fans may 
decide to remain in the comfort of 
their living rooms and watch tele- 


vision. 
Ohio His Example _ 

The situation in Ohio serves as 
an example of the growing public 
transit problem. Bob Wile, execu- 
tive secretary of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, points out 
that Marion and Cambridge have 
lost their bus service; Columbus 
has just had an announcement that 
evening and Sunday service will be 
cut again; Cleveland had a fare in- 
crease recently, and other small 
cities have no service at all at show 
hours. In addition, Akron, Canton 
and Youngstown suffered bus 
strikes during the year, resulting 
in a heavy dent in the doyntous 
boxoffices. 

Other communities, of course, 
have had similar experiences, all 
of which contribute to the lin- 
ing film b.e. Despite the. increase 
in auto. ownership, there. still are 
many people who depend on public 
tran. portation and a service cut can 
add to the woes of a theatre opera- 


biz. “The trouble with those critics tor. 


is, they’re always looking for ‘great 
art.’ They forget that there can be 
such a thing as just plain good en- 
tertainment. And anyway some of 
the pictures they’ve raved about 
have fiopped. They ought to re- 
member that, unless there’s a box- 
office, there wouldn’t be anything 
to review,” beefed one exec. 

None of the companies: denies 
the importance of the Times and_ 
Tribune reyiews on films, particu- 
larly since these critics are quoted 
throughout the country and in a 
manner. of speaking tend to “set 
the tone” for subsequent reviews. 
On certain types of films, however, 
the number of stars in the N: Y. 
Daily News or. the. rating in the 
N. ¥. Post is of equal importance, 
at least locally. 

As for last week’s row of pass. 


Times and Trib reviewers were 
simply blind to what the producers 
consider “popular appeal”; that the 
b.o. would refute their super-criti- 
cal slant, and that, anyway, the 
public usually was ahead of the two 
scribes. Whole pitch, of course, is 
apt to shift into reverse gear next 
time Crowther and Zinsser turn.up 
with a rave. ; 





Loew: 5 SR 
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facts are brought up at the hear- 
ing that might make the court rule 
otherwise. 

It’s reported that a Coral Gables, 
Fla., exhibitor, who was not iden- 
tified, has given notice that he will 
appear at the Aug. 29th hearing. 





an “outsider” will appear at ‘such 
a hearing since Allied States Assn. 
received assurances from the D. 
of J. that interested theatremen 
would be given notice of hearings 
involving proposed theatre ac- 
quisitions by divorced circuits. 
Contradicting the old belief 
that strong British pix, suited for 
small arty theatres, seldom are big 
grossers in neighborhood circuit 
houses, “Doctor in House” racked 
up sock biz on the Loew’s N, Y. 
chain over the past weekend. In 
many locations, the pic is topping 
the business done by “Johnny 
Guitar,” another Republic release, 
which clicked in these same houses. 
Even in the Amsterdam on 
West 42d Street, never known as 
an arty theatre, “Doctor” did bet- 
ter than “Guitar” by nearly $1,000 
Saturday and Sunday. Showing 
on the Met circuit is being made 
despite the film having played 24 
weeks previously at the Trans-Lux 





52d Street. 


With baseball taking its’ prob- 
lems to municipal authorities, it’s 
felt that theatremen should follow 
suit. If no improvements can be 
obtained in transporiation and 
parking, both national pastimes 
face an uncertain economic fufure, 
burdened, as both are, by television 
‘and higher operating costs. 
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Foreign Pix 
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sage] ought to hold true.also of 





as occasionally is the thought 
advanced that dubbing “takes the 
guts” out of a foreign film and 
leaves it in a sort of no man’s land, 
with an English track, but un- 
familiar faces and backgrounds. 
Argument is advanced that, if the 
dubbing is done properly, from 
the point of view of both the script 
and the actual technique, such a 
film has a definite b.o. potential 


in the U. S. 

Consequently, the “push” this 
fall will be aimed at the regular 
commercial houses as much as at 
the arties. Favoring. the indies is 
the fact that-double-fedturing situa- 
tions frequently will find them- 
selves short of product and will 
then consider dating a dubbed. at- 
traction. Foreign film distribs argue 
that even playing second-fiddle will 
get them a revenue that’s far and 
beyond their’ ordinarily limited 
= from the specialized situa- 

ons. 





Cap Snares 
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Runyon and the Runyon charac- 
ters portrayed in “Guys and 
Dolls.”’ It’s understood that Metro 
and the Goldwyn office are holding 
ta with Leo Lindy about the 
possibility of shutting down the 
eatery to the public following the 
Cap preem and taking over the 


In another important booking, 
Metro inked a deal with Balaban 
& Katz’s Chicago Theatfe. The 
Chi house, which will eliminate 
its stage show during the showing 
of “Guys and Dolls,” gets the pic- 
ture Nov. 11 for a prolonged run. 
B&K exec Dave Wallerstein, who 
also visited the Coast for the early 
peek, set the deal with Burtis 
Bishop Jr., M-G’s midwest sales 
topper. Pact is said to provide for 
the largest advertising-promotion 
budget ever used by a theatre in 
the midwest, 





‘| vania was the heavy business done 


patro 
than buck traffic bottlenecks and - 


} (22). 


place for a press-celebrity shindig.” 
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Catskills’ ‘Captive’ Guests 





floods, had to travel a circuitous 
route. Neighboring Tamiment, at 
Tamiment, Pa., has a stock com- 
pany so that no problem existed 
re. 
One byproduct of the flood con- 
ditions in New York and Pennsyl- 


northern New Jersey 


by resorts. 
Saltz’s at Mt. Freedom, N. J., had| 
ply because of} ~ 


the SRO sign 
easy accessibility from NY. —, 

The N. Y. mountain belt was 
especially damaged. Several of the 
maior towns had the main streets 
under water. Acts that had a route 
of several hotels, had to stay put 
in one inn so that extra revenue 
from playing the other inns was 
lost. However, it’s believed that 
normal conditions will prevail by 
the end of the week, unless new 
and heavy rainstorms come along. 


Marooned, Flooded Pa. 


* Barns Have to Shutter 


Barns in Pennsylvania and Cqn- 
necticut were heavily hit by last 
week’s floods. In most cases the 
silos themselves didn’t suffer phys- 
ical damage, but ravaged surround- 
ing areas and knocked-out trans- 
portation and communication. fa- 
cilities forced several to shutter or 
cancel performances. 

Although Actors Equity indi- 
cated earlier this summer that hur~ 
ricanes would no longer -be con- 
sidered an “Act of God,” because 
it could be anticipated and insur- 
ance was available, the union was 
expected to label the floods as such 
at its weekly council meet yester- 
day (Tues.), so that. actors would 
not have to be paid. ~ Besides. 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 





other states inundated were New | 


York, New Jersey, Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 

In Pennsylavnia, the Bucks Coun- 
ty Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., was 
physically damagd by the flood 
and was forced to shutter follow- 
ing last Thursday (18) night’s per- 
formance. The Pocono Playhouse 
in Mountainh Pa., was iso- 
lated by the floods, forcing pro- 
ducer-manager Rowena Stevens to 
shut down last Saturday (20) night 
in the 1lth week of the theatre’s 
ninth season. 

The closing of the Bucks County 
Playhouse cut short the run of “A 
Palm Tree in a Rose Garden,” star- 
ring Dorothy Stickney. Producer 
Michael Ellis also cancelled this 
week’s scheduled run of “Tender 
Trap,” but hopes to reopen next 
Monday (29) with “Remarkable Mr. 
Pennypacker,” starring Philip 
Bourneuf and Frances Reid. 

Water Covers Stage 

The first 10 rows of the 400-seat 
Playhouse, which is located direct- 
ly on the bank of the Delaware 
River, were flooded, with the water 
reaching a level. of approximately 
one inch over the stage. The the- 
atre’s shops, workrooms, storage 
rooms, office and boxoffice were 
also flooded, but tickets and rec- 
ords had previously been removed 
It’s still too early to determine 
whether the foundation of the the- 
atre has been affected by the inun- 
dation. ~ 

The Playhouse Inn, located on 
the-same grounds as the. barn, was 
covered with water up to the sec- 
ond story, while half of New Hope 
was flooded... All restaurants were 
closed and there was no ®lectricity 
from last Friday (19) until Monday 
The silo’s staff and the 
“Trap” cast were evacuated Thurs- 
day and were quartered by show 
people living in the Bucks County 
area. The actors and staff also as- 
sisted in lecal Red Cross opera- 
tions. 

The Pocono Playhouse, located 
on high ground, suffered little it- 
self, but was without water or elec- 
tricity as a result of the flood. Of 
45 briges leading into the area, 
only one was left standing. Last 
Thursday night’s performance of 
“Wedding Breakfast,” with Walter 
Matthau, was cancelled when by 
9:30 p.m. only 11 out of 500 ticket- 
holders had arrived. The entire 
week’s run of the comedy had been 
sold out in advance. 

There were approximately 50 
people each at the Friday and Sat- 
urday night performances. The 
Saturday matinee was cancelled. 
Mrs. Stevens evacuated the nine 
members of the cast in three cars 
on Sunday, with the trip to N. Y. 
taking about nine hours instead of 
around two hours as is usual. She 
doesn’t know whether she'll re- 
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originally scheduled to run another 
three weeks. 

The Music Circus, Lambertville, 
N. J., cancelled its performance 
last Saturday, as. the canvas top 
was practically inaccessible. 
Conn. Floods Folding 

Summer Show Spots 
x Barns Shutter 
New Haven, Aug. 23. 
ee Nature dealt one below 
the belt to the entertainment field 
around Connecticut last week, 
when flood waters brought death 
and destruction to a wide area. 

A fast run around some of the 
summer show spots disclosed a 
shuttered strawhat at Litchfield, 
where the final perforamnce of a 
tryout (“That Certain Age”) was 
cancelled Saturday night (20) and 
the 55 season was put in moth- 
balls a couple of weeks ahead of 
sche j ile. 

At Southbury, with: nearby areas 
under martial law, and travel in 
the . definitely doubtful category, 
Jack Quinn decided to ¢all it a 
season despite the fact that he had 
“Tender Trap” all rehearsed and 





“Champagne Complex” on ® fire 
for the season's two tag eni 

At New London, whe “the 
eighth American ance 


Festival "is progress (18-21), 
attendance was badly crimped for 
the Friday night performance, and 
never fully recovered for balance 
of the run, net result beirg a drop 
from past several seasons. 

At Ivorytown, rumored .to fold 
Saturday (20); Milton Stiefel de- 
‘eided to stick things out, despite 
the fact that a considerable por- 
tion of his patronage comes from 

e badly stricken areas. Stiefel 
will de definitely carry on through 

At Wallingford, Oakdale Musical 
| Theatre felt the bottom drop out 
of weekend biz immediately follow- 
ing the flood situation. ‘Best Foot 
Forward” was holding down the 
boards at the time. Draw here is 
statewide, which naturally meant 
slump b.o. reaction 

Two other ET spots 
folded Saturday (20) ahead of an- 
ticipated finale, but not as a result 
of disaster emergency. Norwich, 
under new management this year, 
tossed in the towel after a crimson 
|operation of about eight weeks. At 
Clinton, the Harmon-operated 
strawhat never caught fire-as in 
as revious seasons, and a delayed 

or SR for the ninth we was 
Heal) 

ve: Roam the world diem of 
“the Girl Rush,” with Rosalind 
Russell in atendance at her home 
town of Waterbury, just got under 
the wire before the deluge made a 
shambles of the community. 





Hurricane Backlash 
Bops A.C. Boxoffice 


Atlantic City, Aug. 23. 

While neither Hurricane Connie 
nor Diane hit here, rain and gusty 
weather felt here knocked resort 
out of more than 40% of expected 
business during past two weeks, 
usually the cream of the season, 
in some cases this being the differe 
ence between a profit and loss for 
the already short 10 week season. 

The hundreds who cater to bath- 
ers and fishermen especially were 
hard hit. Rooms, usually at a pre-e 
mium at most hotels these weeks, 
went wanting for the first time in 
many years. Last weekend’s weath- 
er was ideal. The resort, with no 
more hurricanes sighted, was again 
packed with visitors who were 
making up for the two weeks they 
stayed at home. 





Near N. E. Disaster 
Boston, Aug. 23. 
Boniface Stanley Blinstrub of 
Blinstrub’s nitery here, and a come 
panion, George Quigley, nearly 
lost their lives in the backlash of 
Hurricane Diane Friday (19). Drive 
ing into what looked like a harm- 
less puddle in Brookline, they sude 
denly found themselves under 
water. 
They. had to swim out to where 
their feet could touch the ground, 
The flash flood was 10 feet deep. 





Ill Wind Blows Good 

Salisbury: Beach, Mass., Aug. 23. 

Frankie Laine, in at the start of 
the torrential downpour last’Thurse 
day (18) succeeded in filling the 
1,250-seater, thus disproving usual 
nitery owner’s laments that storms 
hamper biz. Customers had to 
wade through quagmires to get to 
the club. Laine, was on for 45 
minutes concentrating on his re- 





although the season was 


cording repertoire to a vociferous 
aud. 
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2 BUSES poe _ ROUND 
é HAS BROKEN 


=\ << FIRST RUN RECORDS —~ 
THE COUNTRY OVER 


NEW YORK—24 WEEKS - LOS ANGELES—10 WEEKS - PHILADELPHIA—8 WEEKS 
ATLANTA—4 WEEKS - KANSAS CITY—7 WEEKS - DALLAS—4 WEEKS 
INDIANAPOLIS—10 WEEKS - WASHINGTON, D. C.—16 WEEKS - SAN FRANCISCO—12 WEEKS — 

<, ._ BOSTON—8 WEEKS - ST. LOUIS—9 WEEKS - NEW ORLEANS—3 WEEKS 
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Zl ay,’ BALTIMORE—11 WEEKS - DETROIT—8 WEEKS | 
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What the Merry Medics know about Color by TECHNICOLOR 


| A J. Arthur Rank Organization Presentation 
anatomy they never Michi from books. A REPUBLIC RELEASE 


NOW DATING TOP CIRCUITS EVERYWHERE. 


AVAILABLE CONT gina 
FOR NETH REAL ‘ N 
GENERAL HEAT 
RELEASE wy, | 

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST 
REPUBLIC BRANCH! 
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U.S Supreme Court Asked to Rul 
On Constifutionality of Censorship 


Washington, Aug. ‘23. 

Supreme Court was asked Yes- 
terday ‘(Mon.) to invalidate the 
Kansas censorship decision barring 
“The Moon Is Blue.” Appeal to the 
High Court was brought by 
Holmby Production, which made 
the film, and United Artists, the 
distributor. 


The Kansas State Board of Re- 
view nixed the picture in June, 
1953, because. the “sex theme 
throughout was too frank in bed- 
room dialog; it had too many sexy 
words; and both dialog and action 
have sex as their theme.” On a 
reexamination, the board found the 
film was “o ¢, indecent and 
immoral and such as tend to debase 
er corrupt morals.” 


Case was carried to the District 
Court of Wyandotte County, Kan., 
which declared the Kansas censor- 
ship act was “unconstitutional.” 


©n appeal from this, the Supreme. 


Court of Kansas upheld the con- 
stitutionality of the state law and 
the action of the Board of Review 
in barring the film. 

The current appeal is from the 
State Supreme Court. The UA and 
Holmby brief asserts pre-censor- 
ship violates the First Amendment, 
and that the state censorship 
standards are “so broad, vague and 
indefinite as té render such stand- 
ards invalid as repugnant to the 
guarantee of freedom of expression 
contained in the First Amendment, 
and to the due process clause in 
the 14th Amendment.” 


Raise Tariff 
Minneapolis, -Aug. 23. 

First theatre admission scale 
boost here in several years finds 
the four top fistrun loop theatres 
going from 65-85c to 75c or 85c-$1 
regularly, regardless of whether 
the attraction is or isn’t ‘Scope. 
Previously only the ‘Scope offer- 
ings commanded the $1 tap. 

Paramount’s Radio City and 
State now charge the flat $1 after 
5 p.m. at all times. Same goes for 
RKO’s Orpheum and Bennie Ber- 
ger’s Gopher. The sureseater World 
has scaled to $1.20 for more than 
a year and “Cinerama” at the 
Century. remains at the $2.65 top 
established at the outset. 

When the loop RKO-Pan and 
Paramount Lyric play “B” pictures 
they’ll continue to charge the same 
65-85c, boosting the ante to 85c-$1 
only on moveovers from the dollar 
houses. — 

Berger, an avowed foe of tens 
admissions, was the first to raise 
from 65-85¢ to 85c-$1 for the non- 
*Scope pictures, inaugurating it 
with “Abbott & Costello Meet the 
Mummy.” For a while he adhered 


to the 65-85c even for the ’Scope 
offerings. 


Mo. Ozoners, Hardtops 








Up Liability Insurance . . - 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 

Owners of ozoners and hardtops 
in Missouri are increasing their lia- 
bility insurance to meet require- 
ments of a new state law recently 
signed by Gov. Phil Donnelly. New 
measure fixes a maximum of $25,- 
000 damages in cases involving 
wrongful death, an increase of $10,- 
600 over the former law. Urider 
the old statute, the practice was to 
earry at least $15,000. 

The new law not only affects the- 
atres but also operators of automo- 
biles and corporations, 











Am honored that some of the 
greats of show busineis have be- 
come my clients in the matter of 
stocks and bonds. You, too, ar- 
welcome to write or call me—NO 
obligation. 


JESSE BLOCK} 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO. 


investment Brokers 


501 7th Ave., New York 18, N .Y 
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‘anic’ ; 
Ist_V'V Indie 

Pam pee preduction set tor 
filming in New York by Wolf-Park- 
er Productions will be the first in: 
dependent film to get the Vista- 
Vision treatment, 

Van Wolf, who will produce, and 
John Parker, seripter and director, 
have signed Torben Johnke as 
director of photography. Johnke 
is said to be the sole owner of the 
only VistaVision camera not con- 
trolled by Paramount. 


Mixed Reaction: 
To Par Aid Plan 


‘Paramount's offer of aid to dis- 
tressed theatres met with mixed 
reaction among exhibitors this 





theatremen, as represented by 
Théatre Owners of America, 
termed the meve “a step in the 
right direction,’ the outspoken 
group, as. represented by Allied 
States Assn., tended te scoff at the 
Par announcement... 


Par’s global sales chief George 
Weltner last week revealed the-es- 
tablishment of machinety for the 
consideration of distressed the- 
atres, “particularly those on the 
borderline of continued operation.” 
Charles Boasberg, former RKO}R 
and DCA sales chief, is joining the 
Par sales staff, with one .of his 
main duties being the handling of 
the theatres in difficulty. 


General reaction of theatremen 
who disparaged the Par action was 
“who needs ‘em when you're 
broke?” Point was made that 
rental relief was required by the- 
atres which were operating on a 
narrow profit margin or just about 
breaking even. ~““The only way 
Paramount will come te. your 
help,” said one l exhibitor, 
“is when you're ready to close | T 
your theatre, It’s too late then.” 

The more optimistic theatre op-. 
erators felt that Par’s concession 
will go a long way toward easing 
the strife between exhibs and dis- 
tribs. There was general agree- 
ment though: that Par’s move rep- 
resented nothing new except a 
definite statement of policy. It was 
pointed out that most of the dis- 
tribs have always been willing to 
consider hardship cases and have 
made adjustments in situations | — 
where it meant the life or death 
of a theatre. 


Briefs from the Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 


Gregory Peck returns to 20th- 
Fox for the title role in “The Man 
in the Gray Flannel Suit”... UI 
renewed Keith Andes’ two-films-a- 
year contract for another year . 
Harry Joe Brown will produce 
“Petticoat Brigade,” screenplayed 
by Walter Doniger, at Columbia 
Henry Koster will direct his 
11-year-old son, Nicholas, in “Good 
Morning, Miss Dove” at 20th . 
Paul Frees booked for a part in 
20th’s “Rains of Ranchipur” .. . 
Carleton Young report for his 
role in “Great Day in the Morn- 
ing,” to be produced by Edmund 
Grainger for RKO release ... C. 
V. Whitney Pictures handed Vera 
Miles a three-year pact calling for 
one flim a year... George Eld- 
redge plays his 200th film role in 
Crown Productions’ “The Killer 
Is Loose.” 

Tommy Dorsey’s daughter, Julie, 
| snagged a role in UI’s “The Benny 
| Goodman Story.” . Freddy Mar- 
| tin and his orch signed for a.two- 

reeler at UI . .. Claire Trevor 
signed for a top role in Para- 
| mount’s “The Mountain”. . . Franz 
| Waxman will compose the musical 
| Score for Warners’ “Miracle in the 
| Rain.” Anita Ekberg replaces 

Arlene Dahl in Ponti-De Lauren- 

tiis’ “War and Peace.” 

| Frieda Inescourt and Sheppard 
| Swudwieck checked in at Columbia 
for roles in “The Eddie Duchin 
| Story” Makelim Pictures- Inc., 
assigned ‘Frank Parmenter as gen- 
eral production manager on a 
series of 12 films, starting with 
| “The Peacemaker” ... Debra Paget 
| takes over the Anne Bancroft ro'e 
|in Metro’s “The Last Hunt,” due 
ij to latter’s illness, 

















week. While the more moderate | 


N.Y. Lawyer Challenges 
* Warners’ 506 Settlement 
Of Mitchell Story Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Out-of-court settlement last week 
for a reputed $50,000 by Milton 
Sperling and Warners of Trophy 
Productions’ claim to film rights 
to. the Gen. Billy Mitchell yarn, 
didn’t wash. up ownership of rights. 
-|Three days after attorneys asked 
for a stipulated dismissal in Fed- 
eral Court, N. Y. lawyer Theodore 
R.: Kupferman challenged settle- 
ment and filed a $15,000 general 
damage suit in Federal Court 
against the same defendants over 
the same property. 

Kupferman in his complaint 
c'aimed ownership of the film and 
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PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9 


“Tove Is Many Splendored Thing” 
(20th). Terrific $33,000 or near. 
Last bape “Virgin sg oe (2d 


wk), $14,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 65- 
$1.30)—“Female On Beach” (U). 
Giant $24,000 or better. Last week, 
“Man From Laramie” (Col) (3d 
wk), $9,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 99-$1.49) 

—‘Mister Roberts” (WB) (6th wk). 
Tidy $14,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,200;. 65- 
2 .49) — “Shrike” (U) (4th wk). 

Trim $8,000 or over. Last week, 


related rights to the disputed prop- | $10,000. 


erty, Isaac Don Levine’s “Mitchell, 
Prophet of Air Power,” through 
having been appointed \ receiver 
under.a N. Y. Supreme Court order. 
He asserted he had notified the 
defendants in the Trophy suit of 
his-status in deal and alleged they 
had agreed not to make any pay: 
ment without first securing his ap- 
proval, which they had not done. 
Consequently, he stated, they had 
no right to make any payments. 
Trophy originally sued for $1,- 
375,000, on the grounds of having 
acquired full rights through a 
purchase from Samuel Bronston. 


New House Mark |* 
In Fight Telecast 


With 86 theatres signed for the 

Rocky _ Marciano-Archie Moore 
closed-circuit fight telecast on 
Sept. 20, Theatre Network Televi- 
‘sion has set a new record in book- 
ings. Previous peak for a theatre 
tv event was 83 theatres for the 





‘Marciano-Don Cockell bout last 


May 16. 

A’ $1,000,000 theatre boxoffice 
“gate” is a possibility if TNT ‘can 
achieve its goal of 100 theatres 
for the upcoming attraetion orig- 
inating from Yankee Stadium, N.Y. 
at 10:30 p.m. EDT. Availability of 
La units, rented to theatres by 

NT, is making possible the record 
theatre lineup. Chicago and Los 
Angeles lead in the number of 
theatres signed, each having eight. 
Detroit follows with four. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) (5th wk). 
Sock $11,000 or over. Stays on. 
Last week, $12,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1 ,750; 50-85) 


— “We're No Angels” (Par) (3d 
wk). Oke $6,500 in 4 days. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 60-$1) — 


“How To Be Popular” (20th) (2d 
wk). Staying only 3 days, thin $6,- 
000. Last week, $15,000. 
Bg Drive In (Wolfberg) (800 
75)—“Pearl of South Pacific” 
(RKO) and “Wakambo” (RKO). 
Good $4,500. Last week, “Road to 
Denver” (Reps) and “Lay. That 
Rifle Down” (Rep), $6,500. 
(Fox) (742; 75-$1) — 
“Holiday for Henriette’ (indie). 
Oke $2,500. Stays. Last week, “Will 
Any Gentleman?” (Indie) and 
“Last Holiday” (Indie), $3,000. 
Lakeshore. Drive-In (Civic) (1,- 
000 cars; 75)—‘Pearl of South Pa- 
cific (RKO) and “Mokamba” 
(RKO), Good $5,500. Last week. 
“Road to Denver” (Rep) and “Lay 
That Rifile Down” (Rep), $7,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 60-$1) 
—"“Cobweb” (M-G). Mild $8,000. 
Last week, “Lady ‘and Tramp” (BV) 


(4th wk), $6,500. 
Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,290, 
60-$1)—“‘Shrike” (U) (2d wk). Fast 


$12,000 or near. Last week, $15,000. 


BOSTON . 


(Continued from page 8) 
—"“Pete Kelly’s Blues” (WB). Jack 





Webb personals bally brought tor- ,.— 


rid $18,000. Last week, “Wichita” 
(AA) and “Spy Chasers” (Indie), 
15,000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,900; 50-60-$1) 
—‘Pear] South Pacific” (RKO) and 
“Rage at Dawn” (RKO. Oke $8,500. 
Last week, “One Desire” (U) and 
“Chance Meeting” (PM), $6,700. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 60-75-$1) 
—‘Man From Laramie” (Col) and 
“Bring Your Smile Along” (Col). 
Hotsy $18,000 or better. Last week, 
“Cobweb” (M-G) and “Moonfleet” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500;.50-65-75-$1) 


—‘‘Man From, Laramie” (Col) and 
“Bring Your Smile Along” (Col). 
Big $12,000. Last week, “Cobweb” 





(M-G) and ‘‘Moonfleet’” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $7,000. 


Randolph (Goldman) 2,500; 75- 


$1.49) — “Summertime” (UA) (3d 
wk), Okay $11,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

~ Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.40)— 
“Girl Rush” (Par). Fast $17,000. 
Last week, “One Desire’ (UV), 
$13,000 


Stanton (SW) Ce 65-99) — 
“Robber’s Roost” ) and “Top 
of World” (UA). Solid ane 000. Last 
week, a oes Saree and 
“Finger an” ( 

Studio (Goldberg) (400; 90-$1.49) 

“Marty” (UA) te wk). Oke 
$5. 000 same as last week 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 80-$1.80) | 
— “To Catch Thief”. (Par) Ga 
viel oe $15,000. Last week, 


Viking (Sley) (1,000; 74-$1.80)— 
“Not As Stranger” (UA) (8th wk). 
Steady $10, 000. Last week, $11,000. 


H.0.S HELP SEATTLE; 
‘LARAMIE’ FANCY 136 


Seattle, Aug. 23. 

City is virtually 100% holdover 
this ‘stanza, but many of them are 
holding so big it makes little dif- 
ference. “Man From Laramie” is 
huge in se¢ond session. “Pete 
Kelly’s Blues” Jooks great in sec- 
ond round at Orpheum while “Mis- 
ter Roberts” is terrific in fourth 
frame at Music Hall. “Santa Fe 
Passage,” lone new pic, is okay at 
Blue Mouse. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 90- 
1.25)—“‘Santa Fe Passage” (Rep) 
d “Square Rine” (Ren) “= 
$3,000. Last week, “Youhg Sin- 
ners” (U) (2d- wk), $3,100 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (i 870; $1- 
$1.25)—“Man From Laramie” (Col) 
and “Case of Red .Monkey” (AA) 
(2d wk). Giant — or over. 
Last week, $19,000 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.25)—“Virgin Queen” (20th) 
and “Skabenza” (AA) (2d wk). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, $5,300 

Music Box (Hamrick) (800: 90- 
$1.25)—"“Not As Stranger” (UA). 
(8th wk). Good $4,000. Last week, 
$4,300. 
» Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 90- 
$1.25) —‘“‘Mister Roberts” (WB) 





(4th wk). eee $11,000. Last 
week, $11,7 
Orpheum o Hamrick) (2,700; 90- 


$1.25)—-"‘Kelly’s Blues” (WB) and 
“Dam Busters” (WB) (2d- wk). 
Great $11,500. Holds. Last week, 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
$1-$1.25) — “We’re No Angels” 
(Par) and “Adventures Sadie” 
(20th) (2d wk). Good $7,000. Last 
week, $6,800. 


CHICAGO 


‘Continued from page 8) 
“Summertime” (UA) (5th wk). 
Hotsy $16,000. Last week. $17,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 80-$1.25— 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissues) 
por! Bs Big $7,800. Last week, 


MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65- 
$1.25)—"‘Foxfire’’ (U). Lofty $29,- 
000. Last week, “Love Me Or 
io? Me” (M-G) (6th wk), $18,- 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—"“How Be Popular” (20th). Swell 
$28,000. Last week, “House of Bam- 
boo” (20th) (2d wk). $21,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
(10th wk). Record $53,000. Last 
week, $51,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-98)— 
“Wichita” (AA) and “Shgtgun” 
(AA) (2d wk). Sock $20,000. Last 
week, $25,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 65-98) 
—‘Mister Roberts” (WB). Smash 
$55,000. Last week, “Lady and 
Tramp (BY) (9th wk), $16,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 95)— 
“Great Adventure” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Fine $4,200. Last week, $5,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,206; 98- 
$1.25)—"‘Phoenix City Story” (AA) 





(5th wk). Lusty $19,500. Last 
week, $22,000. 
World (Indie) (697 98)—“Wages 


of Fear” (Indie) (7th wk). 





$2,600. Last week, $2,900. 


Grosses 


‘Thief’ Smash $25,000, 
- Cleve.; ‘Angels’ Robust 
166, ‘Benson’ Hep 136 


" Cleveland, Aug. 23. 

“To Catch A Thief” is smashing 
through rainstorms and heat to give 
the Stillman a terrific stanza here 


this round. It is easily the week’s 
topper. “We’re No Angels” also is 
sturdy at the State while “Pri- 
vate War of Major Benson” looms 
good at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; 70-$1.25) — 
“Mister Roberts” (WB) (3d __ wk). 
Wow $15,000.. Last week, $22,000. 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1)— 
“Private War of Major Benson” 
(U). Good $13,000. Last week, “Vir- 
gin Queen” (20th), $15,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
70-90) —“‘Wuthering Heights’ (Ine 
die) (reissue) (2d wk). So-so $2,000. 
Last week, 

Ohio (Loew) 1,244: 70-90) — 
“Summertime” (UA (m.o.). Aver- 
age $5,000. Last week, “Never Too 
Young” (Par) (m.o.) (3d wk), 





Palace (RKO) (3,286; 70-$1) — 
‘dIow Teo Be Popular” (20th). Fair 


$10,500. Last week, “Man From 
Laramie” (Col) (2d wk), $14,000. 
State (Loew) 3,500; 70-90) — 


“We're No Angels” (Par). Sturdy 
$16,000. Last week, “Summertime” 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“To Catch a Thief” (Par). Terrifie 


$25,000. Last week, “Not As 
Stranger” (UA) (m.o.) (7th wk), 
$13,000. 





‘Young’ Virile $13,000, 
Port.; ‘Roberts’ 106, 4th 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 23. 
Summer heat and _ transient 
name attractions are not hurting 
strong product here. Routine pix 
are suffering, though. Town is 


‘boggéd down with _holdovers. 


“Mister Roberts” moves into a 
fourth smash frame at the Broad- 
way. This house hasn’t held a pic 
this long in ages. “Man From 
Laramie” continues sock in second 
inning. ‘‘Virgin Queen” holdover 
is way off and staying only four 
days. “Never Too Young” looms 
big at the Paramount. 

Estimateg for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1890; 90- 

$1.25) — “Mister Roberts” (WB) 
(4th wk), Nearly a record playing 
time for this spot. Big $10,000 or 
near, Last week, $13,200. 
Fox Be cai (1,536; $1-$1.25) 

Virgin Queen” (20th) and 
“Glory At Sea” (Indie) (2d wk). 
py gs 500 in 4 days, Last week, 


Guild (Indie) (400; $1)—“Inno- 
cents In Paris” (Indie). Lusty $3,- 
000. Last week, “Victory At Sea 


(Indie) and “Kind Hearts Coroe 
nets” (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$1,100. 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1 875; $1)—~ 
“Monika” (Indie) and “Mixed Up 
Women” (Indie) (2d wk). Slim $6,- 
500. Last week. $9,900 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.25) — “Man From Laramie” 
(Col) and “Chicago Syndicate” 
(Col) (2d wk). Loud $12,000 or 
near. Last week, $18,200. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3.400; 75- 
$1)—“Never Too Young” (Par) and 
“Shotgun” (AA), Hot $13,000 or 


close. Last week, “Kentuckian” 
(UA) and “Top Of World” (UA), 
$9,800. 
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New York Theatre 


— RADIO CITY SUSIC WALL 


Rockefeller Center 


|} “MISTER ROBERTS” | 


in GinemaScepe and WarnerColor starring 
HENRY FONDA - JAMES CAGNEY 
WILLIAM POWELL - JACK LEMMON 


A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
ond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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SPECIAL TO PRODUCERS AND EXHIBITORS 


Here are a few examples of LIFE’s tremendous 
impact in city after city across the country: 





No. of Seating 

Market Area Theaters* Capacity* 
Colorado Springs, Colo, 7 4,736 
Bangor, Me 13 9,694 
Cincinnati, Ohie 70 54,113 
Eugene, Ore. 1 6,004 


LiFe 
Audiencet 


15,190 
22,990 
164,690 
21,440 


*Source: Film Daily Year Book. tSource: A supplement to 
A Study of the Accumulative Audience of LIFE (1950), by 


Alfred Politz Research, Inc. 











® Rockefeller Pieza, New York 20, N.Y. 


WEEK BY WEEK, 
MORE PEOPLE READ LIFE 
THAN ANY OTHER MAGAZINE 





{ 





24 VARIETY Wednesday, August 24, 1955 


will 








. commemorate 
fits 


~ GOLDEN 
JUBILEE 


with 





a 
special 


- . de luxe 


ANNIVERSARY | 
NUMBER 


now 
in 
preparation 


The COLLECTOR'S ITEM of . . . 


VARIETY ——— 


| 
| MAKE YOUR SPACE RESERVATION 


NOW — AT , 
NEW YORK 36 HOLLYWOOD 28 CHICAGO 11 LONDON | 
154 W. 46th St. 6311 Yucca St. 612 No. Michigan Ave. 8 St. Martin's Pl., 
(Trafalgar Sq.) | 








i eee eee = 








‘ 


—-. ne, 





Wednesday, August 24, 1955 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


23 





NOW IT'S ‘INTROSPECTACULARS’ 





The Cold Facts From Frigidaire 


Frigidaire, which last week switched $8,000,000 in billings from 
Foote, Cone & Belding to Kudner agency, has distributed the fol- 
lowing memo to its employees “in the event that we receive any 


queries on the subject”: 


“Our policy will be not to volunteer any information on this 
subject but to answer questions if and when they are asked, as 


follows: 


“Question: Is Frigidaire dropping Arthur Godfrey? 


Answer: Yes. 


Question: Both morning and evening shows. 


Answer: Yes. 
Question: When? 


Answer: The evening show at the end of September; the morning 


show in November. 


Question: Were you dissatisfied with Godfrey? 


Answer: No. 


Question: Why then have you switched to new spot? 

Answer: Because we wanted to get the benefit of the continuity 
of an evening television show on a. weekly basis.” 

{Editor’s note: Frigidaire has bought “‘Favorite Husband” for 
CBS-TV Tuesday night 10:30 period.) 


Berle Dickers ‘Comedian for TV. 








Lehman’s Mag Story Has Long Cued Speculation 
As to Real Life Character 





As part of his Tuesday night tint 
series next season in which he’ll 
mix straight dramatic vehicles and 
musicals with story line, Milton 
Berle is dickering for the rights to 
Ernest Lehman's story, “The Come- 
dian.” 


Lehman’s yarn is owned by 
George Glass, indie film producer. 
Glass took the property with him 
when he split with Stanley Kramer 
a few years back. Story, an acid- 
dipped Ring Lardner-“Champion” 
type saga as translated to the show 
biz area, was.originally written as 
a Cosmopolitan mag _ novelette 
about six years ago. 

Interesting aspect of the Berle 
dicker is that the Lindy-Sardi 
Broadway gossipers generally inter- 
preted Berle overtones in the gen- 
eral scramble at the time to guess 
at the real life comedian who in- 
spired Lehman’s fictional charac- 
ter. Comic in the story-is a guy who 
gets to the top by abusing writers, 
other comics, network execs, even 
members of his own family. 


Jackie Gleason was once re- 
ported eager to do the film version 
as his first starring vehicle for 
20th-Fox. But the studio finally 
turned the story down reportedly 
because of its “excessive” rough- 
ness and acidity. 

Lehman’s current position as one 
of Hollywood’s hottest scriveners 
(his screen plays on “Executive 
Suite” and “Sabrina” plus his up- 
coming treatments of the film ver- 
sions of “The King and I” and 
“Someone Up There Likes Me” 
have catapaulted him to a lofty 
Hollywood height) has caused re- 
newed interest in his slick mag 
fiction of the past eight years. 

Persistently, Lehman has denied 
he had any one tv jester in mind 
when he penned “Comedian.” How- 

(Continued on page 50) 


News Services 


Yen for TY Copy 


The demand of dailies around the 
country for more and more tv 
copy (a situation which has created 
unprecedented space allotment to 
“cover” the medium is now begin- 
ning sho catch up with the wire 
services. United Press, which until 
now has been content to let tv 
fall In the realm of its Broadway 
coluninist, Jack Gaver, has assigned 
a No. 2 man to video as well. He’s. 
Bill Ewald, who does four features 
a week plus a gossip column. Un- 








Hot Staff 


J. Walter Thompson fs the 
biggest agency in the world in 
terms of billings. 

“So how come,” was the 
gripe last week of the radio-tv 
dept., “we don’t even have air- 
conditioning?” 


Not All V's Make 
A Profit —Tieup 
With a Web Helps 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

Many of the new VHF stations, 
particularly those in the smaller 
cities, have been finding the going 
tough and some sustained contin- 
uing losses in their early opera- 
tion, according to a survey by the 
FCC of post-freeze stations during 
the first ten months of 1954. 

The great majority of new sta- 
tions with NBC or CBS affiliations 
were making money last year or 
were approaching the black by Oc- 
tober. More than half of the new 
V’s without such affiliations were. 
taking continued losses. 

The survey, based on reports 
from 144 new VHF stations which 
started operations in 1952 or 1953, 
showed that 102 or 71% of these 
outlets were making profits or ap- 
proaching the black by October of 
last year. The remaining 42 or 
29% were incurring continuous 
deficits during the 10-month peri- 
od. One of them has since folded. 

The experience of the new VHF 
stations during 1954 indicates that 
many of. those which were estab- 
lished in metropolitan areas of less 
than 75,000 population are being 
»Sseverely tested. Half of the new 
VHF stations which were in the 
red last year are located in these 
areas; seven of them have NBC or 
CBS affiliations. : 

Even in areas which had no VHF 
service, many of the new V’s were 
having trouble. Of 33. stations 
which started in these areas, one- 
third sustained continuing loss- 

(Continued on page 50) 


‘RED. SHOES,’ ‘CAESAR’ 











AS 2-PARTERS ON TV 





“Famous Film Festival,” ABC- | 


der the new arrangement Ewald’s | TV's Sunday night 7:30-9 feature | 
copy services the afternoon papers | film showcase, a “first” in itself | 
with Gaver’s columning channeled | by virtue of its pioneering in the 


to the ayem sheets. 


AP meanwhile continues to step| films on a network basis, 
up its tv coverage on behalf of its | 


subscriber papers, with Charles | 
Mercer holding down the assign- 
ment. INS as yet doesn’t have a| 
tv editor, but gives wide distribu- 
tion to both Jack O’Brian (N.Y. 


| 
| 


regular presentation of feature | 
will 
embark on still another “revolu- 
tionary” tack, the spreading of a 
pair of the films over two weeks 
each instead of cutting them down 
to the 90-minute length. 


Web has earmarked “The Red 


Journal-American) and Janet Kern | Shoes” and “Caesar and Cleopatra” 


(Chicago American) columns. 


ifor the twe-week treatment. i 


PRESTIGE CUM: 
SALES’ PATTERN 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


TV is putting some egghead in 
its spec beer next season. It’ll be 
the year of the 90-minute. “cul- 
tural giants’ with the networks 
convinced that they’ve got the 
study-in-depth patterns that will 
enable shows to literally jump out 
of the restricted 21-inch screen 
framework. The network say it’s 
“prestige cum sales.” The sales, in 
most cases, have yet to be made. 
But the webs apparently aren’t 


‘losing any sleep over it. 


In suppert of the “introspectac- 
ular’. formule; “Omnibus,” the 
Ford Foundation Radio-TV Work- 


shop-incepted 90-minute Sunday 
afternoon spec on CBS-TV which 
is going into its fourth season, 
will practically throw the book 
at the viewer, planning virtually 
a whole new programming pattern 
based on the “deep cultural value” 
concept, yet designed to move the 
sponsor’s goods off the shelf. Shows 
will be brought in for $65,000 a 
week next season, about the same 
as last year’s budget. Thus far 
Seott Paper Co. is in the ride (its 
fourth season), plus Aluminum. 
Ltd. of Canada, the latter’s second 
semester. That leaves two clients to 
get off the production hook. 


The upcoming series of 10 Ed 
Murrow-Fred Friendly “See _ It 
Now” giants (60 and 90-minute 
shows); the ambitious “Project 20” 
undertaking by NBC-TV under the 
Henry Salomon banner which tees 
off with “Nightmare In Red” and 
will encompass a variety of 20th 
Century _ studies-in-depth; the 


forthcoming “Wide Wide World” 
| 90-minute NBC-TV attraction—all 


these, and more, are in the '55-"56 
“Introspectacular” area; represent- 
ing millions of dollars in outlay 
and still on the roster of “unsold” 
items, but with the webs fully 
confident that culture can be com- 
mercial. 


Bob Saudek’s “Omnibus” agenda, 
if nothing else, is nrovocative. He’s 
bringing Robert Coughlan in from 
Life mag to do a series of shows 
(possibly three or four) to explore 
the whole Renaissance period. The 
‘“hoyhood series” inaugurated last 
season will be expanded, with such 
personalities as James Thurber and 
Irving Berlin to come under sur- 
veillance as the CBS-TV eye ex- 
plores the forces that molded the 
boy. For the study of the battle of 
of Gettysburg, which may encom- 
pass as many as three 90-minute 
shows, Bruce Catton, author “A 
Stillness At Appomatox,” is being 
recruited for an in-depth appraisal 
of a battle which altered the course 
of history. The exact details of the 
field will be scaled down to tv 
size. Even the buttons on the uni- 
forms will be exact replicas. The 
“Trial of Billy Mitchell” is another 
that will get penetrating treat- 
ment. A study of Bach will probab- 
ly be expanded over several weeks, 
with Leonard Bernstein in charge 
of the project—one which will try 
to sift the forces that made him 
tick. Another three or four shows 
will be devoted to a “World’s Fair 
of TV” to explore the growth and 
development of the medium in the 
past 10 years. It'll even feature a 

“midway” to exhibit acts from all 
parts of the world. (It’s recalled 
that John Crosby, the New York 
Herald-Tribune tv critics, was 
hired to do a onetime entry on ap- 
proximately the same subject last 
season, but it never got on). 
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Git Along, Gitlin’ on Public Affairs; 
CBS-TV Earmarks 35,000,000 Budget 


7% 





Colorful Sunday 


One-.of the “rewards” re- 
dounding to “Omnibus” for 
sticking with CBS-TV (the ri- 

' val NBC boys almost had it 
sewed up) will be the tinting 
up of many of the 90-minute 
Sunday afternoon stanzas dur- 
ing the course of the new sea- 
son, thus giving them a full- 
blown color spec status. 


Show, incidentally, will re- 
turn on Oct. 9 in the 5 to 6:30 
p.m. slots.. Scott Paper Co. 
and Aluminum, Ltd. of Canada 
have thus far signed for the 
new semester. Robert Saudek. 
director of the Ford Founda- 
tion Radio-TV Workshop, will 
again produce. 

With the Maurice Evans 
series in the competing NBC- 
TV slots also going color, plus 
NBC’s Sunday night “Color 
Spread,” the rainbow Sabbath 
will be in full swing. 


P&G's “Get Tough 
Policy on Control 





Joe Field has resigned as public 
relations director of Compton 
agency following . discontinuance 
by the agency of its program pub- 
licity dept. Field had been in 


charge of Compton’s public rek- 
tions and publicity for the past six 
years. 


Background of his departure, it’s 
reported, was a battle between the 
agency and the tv production dept. 
of P&G, Compton’s biggest client, 
over control of P&G’s program 


publicity activities. With Compton 
the leading agency for the soap 
company, the same kind of battle 
is predicted in other P&G agen- 
cies," : 

Additionally, the “war” is re- 
garded in the trade as a prelude to 
an increasing show of power’b 
the giant soaper involving all. the 
other activities of its several agen- 
cies. Thus no personality sensi- 
tivies are involved in Field’s de- 
parture; merely one of policy. 

Before joining Compton almost 
a decade ago as asst. press chief, 
Field was a newspaper and public 
relations man. 


Warnick to London To 
Record Jeannie Carson 
Tunes Prior to Spec 


The extent to which NBC will 
go to extract full maximum ex- 
ploitation values from its specs, 
particularly in the realm -of origi- 
nal musicals, is evidenced anew in 
the RCA Victor tieup on the forth- 
coming preduction of “Heidi,” 
which will star British actress 
Jeannie Carson. It’s on the Max 
Liebman production schedule and 
is set for the night of Oct. 1. 


Liebman has sent Clay Warnick, 
choral director of the Liebman 
specs, to London to record four 
songs from the show with Miss 
Carson. Warnick returned last 
week with the tapes and the tunes 
| will be put into distribution im- 
| mediately and given full exploita- 
| tion on the NBC-TV channels to 
| familiarize people with the score 
| prior to the tv presentation. War- 
| nick adopted the score from the 
| music of Robert Schumann, with 
| Carolyn Leigh doing the lyrics. 
| Similar stunt was done in con- 
| nection with last Monday’s (22) 
| “The King and Mrs. Candle” spec, 
| with Tony Martin recording the 
| show's hit tune for RCA Victor 
| long in advance, 


“ 








Of TV Publicity 


1, 2 





In keeping with the “introspec- 
tacular” tv era, CBS is shooting the 
works next season on behalf of 
Irving Gitlin’s Public Affairs op- 
eration, with a $5,000,000 budget 
earmarked (along with a person- 
nel of 100) for the °55-’56 pro- 
gramming agenda. Along with the 
week-to-week program fare, accent 
next season will be on the “giant” 
60 and 90- minute presentations. 

The “git along, Gitlin” roster 
shapes up thusly: 

The 26-week all-film series deal- 
ing with air power, from the 
Wright Bros. to the satellite, is 
now in the shooting process. CBS 
is appraising its schedule to find 
the right spot for it. Series will 
have Walter Cronkite as narrator. 
Footage by the million is being 
sifted, and will be “integrated with 
made-for-tv film in exploring the 
whole picture of the nation’s air de- 
fense. 

“Adventure” series is being com- 
pletely overhauled to generate a 
new excitement., There will be 
four complete series, each extend-. 
ing over several weeks. One will 
deal with the American west (a 
helicopter is flying over the Grand 
Canyon this week for initial foot- 
age); another series will be on the 
Waters of the World, a combination 
anthropological — adventure cycle; 
a third series will be on the human 
body; the fourth “Adventure” 
will “adopt” .an oil well and tell 
the story of the search for oil. 
Series will return for a Sunday 
afternoon allotting with Robert 
Northchild producing. 

“Search” will be missing from 
the CBS-TV rosters this season, 
but Gitlin’s department is explor- 
ing a return for a 26-week cycle 
mn “Si. 


Eric Sevareid’s “American 
Week” is getting a complete new 
format, with accent on news stor- 
ies in depth, integrating both film 
and live sequences, with emphasis 
on live remotes. Theme: “dissect- 
ing the news on the operating 
table.” 

“Let’s Take a Trip” is return- 
ing, with new resources, with last 
Sunday’s hour-long Boy Scout 
Jamboree pickup from Canada as 
the initial entry in its expanded 
format. 

As for the so-called “giants,” one 

(Continued on page 48) 


Danny Seymour's 
Y&R-to-JWT 


Danny Seymour, the former ra- 
dio announcer and emcee of “We, 
the People,” who rose to status of 
veepee in charge of programming 
and production at Young & Rubi- 
cam, is resigning from the agency 
effective Oct. 1. He was a key aide 
to Nat Wolff, Y & R’s radio-tyv di- 
rector. 


Seymour moves into J. Walter 
Thompson as a veepee. He takes 
over the tv accounts handled by 
Richard deRochemont, who re- 
signed about a week ago. Director 
of JWT radio-tv, John Reber, died 
a few weeks ago. 

Successor to Seymour at Y & R 
has not yet been named. 


Motorola First Client 
For NBC-TV ‘Matinee’ 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Motorcla becomes one of the 
charter clients of NBC-TV’s after- 
noon “Matinee” tinters, via a pur- 
chase of 13 participations in the 
dramatic showcasers starting with 
the premiere date, Oct. 31, and 
running through the Christmas sea- 
son. Motorola's order will come to 
about $110,000 gross. Incidentally, 
the network has changed the name 
of the show to “NBC Matinee The- 
atre.” 

Leo Burnett agency set the deal. 
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Pubservice Job” 


On Floods; Stations Washed Out 


Virtually every radio and tv sta- 
tion in Pennsyivania, Ma u- 


setts, Connecticut, Rhode “Island 


and upstate New York felt the 
force of the flash floods that claim- 
ed upwards of 200 lives over. the 
weekend. In many casés, radio sta- 
tions were temporarily washed out 
—one was knocked out completely 


in Waterbury, Conn. Radio and tv. 


stations were hit by power failures 
and one tv station deliberately 
went off the air to turn its person- 
nel over to its sister radio outlet. 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
were lost in commercial preemp- 
tions as stations went on 48-hour 
disaster news schedules, and thous- 
ands more were lost in equipment 
damage and _ loss. 

But despite its scars, radio came 
through as the hero of the floods, 
doing a first-rate public service job 
in informing anxious relatives, in 
relaying vital health, ‘safety and 
civil defense messages, in provid- 
ing all-over coverage. Ham opera- 
tors in many areas served as vital 
communications links with com- 
mertial outlets as-well as with dis- 
aster officials, while the stations 
themselves sent out newsmen by 
the score for on-the-spot reports 
and filmed coverage. 

In New York City, the floods 
were only a news story, albeit an 
important and dramatic one, and 
it was covered as such. But in out- 
lying districts of Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, 
the floods were a matter of life 
and death, and radio did a bang- 
up job. 

Connecticut Hit Hard 

In Connecticut, at least one sta- 
tion, WCC of Waterbury, with 
transmitter and studios located at 
river’s edge, was swept away. Two 
other stations, WATR and WBRY, 
were off-the-air and on again, with 
WBRY off from Thursday midnight 
to Saturday noon because of- power 
failure. WATR-TV was blacked out 
Friday in a decision to turn over 
ali the outlet’s manpower to 
WATR-AM, particularly since no 
sets in the area were in operation. 
In nearby Torrington, one of the 
hard-hit areas, WCLR’s fate was 
completely in doubt, but WTOR 
succeeded in getting back on the 
air. Saturday. 

The Hartford situation was not 
too bad, with WTIC losing power 
only for a brief period Friday 
morning but scrapping its complete 
program schedule to handle hurri- 
cane coverage all day Friday and 
Saturday, including feeds to ‘“Mon- 


(Continued on page 48) 


GF's Two-Show 
TV Circus Hoopla 


General Foods, which last year 
bankrolled Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey Circus one-hour telepre- 
view via NBC-TV, is planning two 
circus one-shots this year. GF is 
planning a Christmas party telecast 
out of the circus’ Sarasota winter 
headquarters, plus a repeat of the 
pre-Madison Sq. Garden opening 
in New York. 

Cost of the two specials in terms 
of payment to the circus alone, 
above and beyond production costs 
and time charges, is estimated at 
$250,000. Last season’s. one-shot 
involved a $100,000 payment for 
rights. NBC-TV may tint up the 
second show out of the Garden. 
Benton & Bowles would rep GF 
on the deal. 


HARRISON & GOULD 
_ GET JUDY TV NOD 


Team of Paul Harrison and Berni 
Gould has been set to produce the 
Judy Garland spectacular for Ford 
on CBS-TV. Also set for the show 
is David Wayne, who'll host and 
participate in the variety elements. 

Harrison & Gould were set by 
Charles Wick, their personal man- 
ager, who planed to the Coast yes- 
terday (Tues.) to discuss their par- 
ticipation with Miss Garland and 
her. husband, Sid Luft, who’s exec 
producer on the show. While on 
the Coast, Wick will also meet with 
“NBC Matinee Theatre” exec pro- 
ducer _ Charles McCleery about 
Sarah Churchill’s appearances in 

the NBC daytimer, 








4 








The Lion Roars 

Metro has finally finalized 
the format for its “MGM .Pa- 
rade” entry on ABC-TV ‘this 

fall, and from the looks of it, 

the show will be virtually a 
half-hour plug for the studio, 
its stars and its pictures. ABC 
description of the format lists 
host George Murphy as show- 
ing trailers for upcoming 
product, interviewing Metro 
stars on the lot, showing the 
audience awards and citations 
“won by Metro in the “MGM 
trophy room,” interviewing 
“interesting persons of the 
past,” and showing short sub- 
jects. 

But ABC-TV seems sanguine 
in spite of it all. The network’s 
Coast pressagents describe the 
trailer segment of the show as 
follows: “Murphy will let his 
guests in on preview scenes of 
pictures to come.” 





MBS Signs Amec 





For Hour Musicals 


Mutual has signed Don Ameche 
to headline a series of hourlong 
radio adaptations of top Broadway 
musicals which it’s pitching for 
the Christmas trade. Series is plan- 
ned for Sundays—time slot not yet 
set—for the pre-Christmas period 
from Sept. 25 through Dec. 18. 

Already set for the series are 
such properties as “Pal Joey.” 
“Wizard of Oz,” One Touch o 
Venus,” “Girl Grazy,’ “On the 
Town” and “Brigadoon.” Ameche 
would host and star in some of 
the vehicles. Shows would get the 
full treatment, complete with big 
orch and name stars in key roles. 

Indicative of the way the net- 
work is planning the series of 13 
musitomedies is the fact that the 
web has taken out a display at the 
current jewelers conventioi: at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., and is pitch- 
ing the show there as a seasonal 
special. 


NBC PACTS ARMOUR 
FOR PERRY COMO TV’ER 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 
NBC-TV has partially plugged 
the last gap in forthcoming Perry 
Como Saturday Night hour, inking 
Armour for alternate identity on 
open 20-minute slice over the 52- 
week span. Latest purchase means 
that all but half of one-third of 
singer’s new display is racked up 
with Kleenex, Dormeyer, Gold Seal 

and Noxzema signed on earlier. 
Armour’s $1,500,000 stakeout on 
Como show, through Tatham-Laird, 
makes meat packer one of NBC- 
TV's prime Saturday night clients. 
Its Dial Soap division is spending 
a like amount, via Foote, Cone & 
Belding, for its year-around shared 

ride on George Gobel half-hour. 





' ABC-TV’s. weekend prospects 


| Division of Chrysler, which had 
bought the Lawrence Welk show 
for a summer run on the network 
on am experimental basis, is satis- 


signed it on for an additional 13 
weeks. New cycle of 13 Saturday 
nighters starts Oct. 1, bringing it 
well into the winter season. 

Program, which originates from 
the Coast, continues in the Satur- 
day 9-10 spot. With Ralston-Purina 
sponsoring “Grand Ole Opry” 
every fourth week in the 8-9 
period, the web’s Saturday night 
picture is brighter than it’s ever 
been. Welk renewal was set via 
Grant Advertising. 


ABC's ‘Howe-To 
‘News-In-Depth 


ABC-TV’s news and public af- 
fairs department, virtually inactive 
last season insofar as pubservice 
broadcasting it, is off to a fresh 
start this fall, with its major proj- 
ect centering on “Outside U. S. A.,” 
a live-and-film “news in depth” 
study of world affairs helmed by 
Quincy Howe. Show has been al- 
lecated the Thursday 10 p.m. spot 
on the network and will utilize 
regular and special film from 
News-of-the-Day-Telenews service 
as the pictorial side of Howe’s 
analysis of top international news 
breaks. 


With the Howe stanza in the 
“definite’’ category, the John Daly- 
helmed operation is wrapping up 
details on other public affairs en- 
tries, among them a remote stanza 
from Dean James Pike’s study at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Di- 
vine in N. Y., of which Dean Pike 
is minister. This would be a Sun- 
day afternoon pairing with ‘“Col- 
lege Press Conference,” which will 
henceforth originate in Washing- 
ton. “College Press” and Dean 
Pike would occupy the Sunday 1-2 
block until Dec. 18, when after the 
pro football season is concluded, 
they would move to 4-5 p.m. Also 
in the wrapup stage is a plan for 
“Tomorrow,” the Johns Hopkins 
U. science series, to move into the 
m5 i opening on the net- 
work. 


‘Entertainment’ To 
Get Network Tryout 


“Entertainment,” the 150-minute 
cross-the-board live variety day- 
timer on WABC-TV, the ABC-TV 
flagship in New York, gets a three- 
week network tryout in half-hour 
form next month. Segment will bé 
aired Sept. 15, 22 and 29 in the 
Thursday-at-8 slot on ABC-TV, 
prior to the premiere of Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen in the time period. 

Program is now airing in a half- 
hour version on WABC-TV for the 
summer, but returns in its full 
150-minute length on Labor Day. 
Cast includes comic Tom Poston, 











singer Marion Colby and band- 
leader Ray McKinley. 





Zanuck Steps Into 20th Tele Se 




















At Behest of GE; Hypoes ‘Credits’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Darryl F. Zanuck has personally 
moved in to review 20th-Fox’s tel- 
evisiom, operation and as a result 
several changes in the setup of 
TCF Productions, the studio’s tv 
subsid, have been made. The 20th 
production chief said that General 
Electric, which is sponsoring the 
studio’s hourlong telefilm series, 
and its agency, Young & Rubicam, 
had asked him to review the situa- 
tion at TCF. 

As a result of his review, Zanuck 
brought Otto Lang into TCF to 
function as exec creative coordina- 
tor, and 20th story editor David 
Brown and Julian Johnson, former 
story ed and now in semiretire- 
ment, to lend editorial guidance 
to vidpix production. Mel Din- 
nelli and Alistair Cooke have been 
hired as writers of the GE vidpix, 
with Carroll Carroll as top writer 


for the behind-the-scenes segments 
of the series. Sid Rogell, 20th 
studio production manager, re- 
mains as head of TCF, Zanuck 
stated, 

Zanuck said TCF has finished 
“The Oxbow Incident” for the 
series and described it as ‘‘a very 
fine film,” but stated he is not en- 
tirely happy with parts of it, which 
will be reshot. Series, he said, will 
be launched with “Cavalcade,” 
which is being written by Cooke, 
and added that Noel Coward has 
agreed. to write the bridging narra- 
tion for the adaptation of his play. 
“Oxbow” will be the second in the 
CBS-TV series, while the third will 
be an original and the fourth an 
adaptation of “Laura,” based on 
20th’s film of several years ago. 

TCF is also producing “My 





Friend Flicka” for CBS-TV and a 
| dramatic anthology series which is 
las’ Yet unsold,’ ' : 7 


for the fall are picking up. Dodge | 


fied enough with the show to have 


- Friday (19) afternoon. 


studios. 


Middletown, N. Y.; 


and from Port Jervis. 
on children at camps. 
at Camp Davis in Stroudsburg. 

solicited letters of thanks from 


WVPO and WGTH, is setting up 


WGTH will disburse in their own 
tation projects there. 


-. Flood coverage set up by WINS, the N. Y. indie, last weekend 
* should set a model pattern not. only for radio disaster coverage 
for the future but as a disaster-type communications setup for Red 
Cross, Civil Defense and State Police operations. The stations’ 12- 
station “Hurricane Network” at one point was the only means of 
infromation on disaster areas for all official agencies in N. Y. 





Reque-ochet Romance 
Washington, Aug. 23. 

Larry Laurent is the tv. col- 
umnist-critic for the Washing- 
ton Post-Timeés Herald. His ri- 
val on the Washington News is 
Dave Reque: . 

Reque’s wife writes the pro- 
motion copy for the Post- 
Times Herald, including plug 
copy for Laurent. 


Ralston-Purina 
Loves That Video 


Ralston-Ptrina Co., in an ex- 
pansive television mood, has bought 
its third network exposure, latch- 
ing onto the NBC-TV Wednesday- 
at 10:30 time period following “This 
Is Your Life.” Ralston hasn’t de- 
cided on a show for the spot yet, 
but is pencilled in for an Oct. 12 
start., Understood one of the prop- 
erties being 0.0.’ed is “The Dun- 
ninger Show,” currently doing 
summer service for Hazel Bishop 
on Saturday nights on NBC. 

St. Louis-headquartered cereal 
firm is in a buying frame of mind 
this year. After going with 
“Name’s the Same” for a couple of 
seasons, Ralston made its first 
move toward expansion a few 
weeks back when it bought “Grand 
Ole Opry” for a one-week-out-of 
four hourlong Saturday night ex- 
posure on ABC. NBC-TV buy 
brings it into the bigtime with a 
three-show, two-network spread, 


Fund for Republic Sets 
Sept. 15 ‘Screening’ For 
Tony Miner’s ‘Challenge’ 


- Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Two pilots of a new series pro- 
duced by Worthington Miner will 
be screened by directorate of Fund 
for the Republic, an indie org en- 
dowed by the Ford Foundation, in 
N. Y¥. on Sept. 15 as a possible 
NBC-TV series. Half-hour series, 


formerly tagged “Challenge,” 
covers questions. of civil liberties 
and racial and religious discrimina- 
tion in a dramatic-documentary for- 
mat. 

Should the Fund. and NBC be in 
agreement after pilot viewing, net 
will seek a sponsor. If none can be 
found, Fund then will underwrite 
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teleshowings. 





WINS g.m. Bob Leder early Friday morning started calling stations 
to make arrangements for them to call in news over beep phone. 
By noontime, all incoming telephone communication to stricken 
areas was cut off, but the area stations, which could make outgoing 
reports, kept calling in to the private number given them in WINS’ 
Red Cross and other groups had to keep referring to 
WINS for the latest info. Stations in the “network,” al! of which 
did a bang-up job according to Leder, were WBZ, Boston; WALL, 
WGTH, Hartford; WGNY, Newburgh, N. Y.; 
WVOS, Liberty, N. Y.; WTNJ, Trenton; WBUX, Doylestown, Pa.; 
WLAD, Danbury; WNNJ, Newton, N. J.; WLNA, Peekskill, N. Y.; 
WVPO, Stroudsburg; and\WATR, 
right in the middle of the hardest-hit areas. 
Daily Record also provided on-the-spot phone reports. 

Station kept airing the recorded phone conversation all through 
Friday day and night and over the weekend, with newspapers and 
wire services calling the outlet for mformation. 
tally, is doing a burn about the dailies’ omission of any reference 
to the topflight job done by radio in the floods.) Meanwhile, its 
“flying studio,” piloted-announced by Bob Garrity, had been aloft 
for two_days, airing reports from tte Winsted-Torrington areas 
Station during Friday and early Saturday 
answered approximately 5,000 phone calls requesting information 
Station also aired an exclusive interview 
with Mrs. Irene Weber, the heroic mother who lost two children 


Waterbury, Conn. Several were 
The Stroudsburg 


(Leder, inciden- 


As an aftermath of its coverage, the station received 3,000 un- 


anxious parents who had been 


given information by the station’s broadcasts and switchboards. 
That was Monday (22) and yesterday’s (Tues.) mail amounted to 
nearly that figure, Leder stated. WINS, in collaboration with 


a Flood Fund in which ali three 


stations are making one-the-air solicitations and which WVPO and 


areas to the most-needy rehabili- 





20%, of ‘Richard’s’ Theatre Profits — 
Plus Initial 1006 Goes to NBC-TV 


Pattern evolved between London 
Films and NBC for profit-sharing 
arrangement in the theatrical re- 
lease .of Laurence Olivier’s “King 
Richard III” which will have its 
preem as a three-hour tv spec this 
fall, is unique in pix-video relae 
tions and may possibly set a fore 
mula for future tv “world preems.” 
And the pattern to be used for 
“Richard” will also apply to the 
Rex Harrison “Constant Husband,” 
the other Alexander Korda film 
acquired by the networl: for showe- 
casing this fall. 

NBC, it’s reliably reported, paid 
“in the area of $350,000” for the 
coast-to-coast “Richard” tv ex- 
posure ($500,000 was the price 
asked in the origina! dickers). In 
return, NBC gets the first $100,000 
of .ne pic’s theatrical coin plus 
20% of the profits. 

As for “Husband” NBC paid 
$250,000; gets the initial $75,000 
theatrical money and 20% of the 
profits. 


NBC-TV’s $392,000 
Triple-Play Coin 


NBC-TV has scored another 
triple play of sizeable proportions 
on its “Today”-“Home”-“Tonight” 
threesome with two hefty chunks 
of sponsorship coin. 

Libby Owens Ford is coming in 
with a major splash to the tune 
of $300,000 for 24 participations 
each in both “Today” and “Home.” 
Another $92,000 will come from 
the Lemon Products Advisory 
Board, a California citrus outfit, 
which is going into all three shows, 

Other NBC-TV_ daytime biz: 
Manhattan Soap’s renewal of 
“Ding Dong School” for another 
cycle; Miles Labs’ 52-week renewal 
of “Mr. Sweeney” and Tennessee 
Ernie show. 


DUNNING QUITS BBD&0. 
FOR CBS RADIO SLOT 


Harlan J. Dunning has left 
BBD&O to become supervisor of 
network programs at CBS Radio, 
where he'll replace Norman 
Frank, who left several weeks ago 
to join NBC-TV as a_ producer, 
Dunning has been with BBD&O 
for the past six years, first as pro- 
ducer of the “Hit Parade” on radio 
for four years and latterly 
handling Lucky Strike advertising 
operations. Before his agency 
stint, he was with NBC in Holly- 
wood ‘for four years, 
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Junking the Junkets 


Those tv junkets (which now seem to be as plentiful and far-flung 
as those tossed by the film industry) are meeting with some un- 
usual reaction around the country. About half-a-dozen major 
dailies have already turned down their tv editors’ participation in 
the Young & Rubicam-BBD&O-sponsored (on behalf of their John- 
son & Johnson and Wildroot clients) junket to England later this 
month in connection with the forthcoming “Robin Hood” vidpix 
series being filmed in Sherwood Forest and which bows on CBS- 
TV 


Plane facilities are being provided for 66 junketeers with over- 
all cost (even though airtrip is being cuffoed with a plug tie-in on 
the film sefies) somewhere in the neighborhood of $66,000, or 
$1,000 per head. Attitude of some of the dailies is: “How can 
we expect our tv ed to rap the show when that kind of freeloading 


is involved?” 


Too, the recent “Disneyland” junket to the Coast, which was 
rapped in many ‘quarters for lack of proper accommodations and 
sundry inconvienences far removed from the customary VIP treat- 
ment, is reported to have soured many of the newspaper fraternity. 

CBS-TV, it’s understood, was reported mulling a Jamaica junket 

,in connection with the upcoming Noel Coward-Mary Martin spec 
(they'll be rehearsing on the island) but most recent word is that - 


the idea has been abandoned. 








NBC's Ziegfeld Theatre Takeover 





Seven-Year Lease Negotiated in Expansion of Web’s 


= 





The Ziegfeld Theatre in N. Y. 
is the latest in the parade of legit 
houses to be converted into tele- 
vision studios. Ziegfeld owner 
Billy Rose and NBC completed 
negotiations Tuesday (22), on a deal 
to convert the big musical house 
into a color studio under a seven- 
year lease with a five-year renewal 
ciause. 

NBC will move into the theatre 
in late October with its engineers 
and did a major renovation job on 
the 1,528-seater. House would be 
equipped for both color and black- 
and-white origiwations, with the 
emphasis on tint, of course. Web's 
engineers expect to have it fully 
converted in time for the fall of 
1956. 

Ziegfeld, built in 1927 by the late 
Florenz Ziegfeld, has been dark 


since this past April, when its 


latest occupant, “Kismet,” went on 
tour, and with no new occupants in 
sight, it’s assumed that Rose felt 
the NBC deal was mandatory to 
keep it in operation. Though the 
television networks have taken 
over a score of legit and many mo- 
tion picture studios over the years, 
the Ziegfeld lease is the first such 
deal involving a legit house in 
more than two years. Theatre, 
which housed many of the top mu- 
sicals of the '30’s and '40’s, opened 
on Washington's Birthday in 1927 
with “Rio Rita,” with “Kismet” as 
its last presentation. 


Kellogg Bows Out 
Of ‘Super Circus 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Kellogg cereal firm has decided 
against renewing its longtime as- 
sociation with ABC-TV’s Sabbath 
“Super Circus.” Web had hoped 
to lure Kellogg back after the cur- 
rent hiatus as the first half-hour 
sponsor with Chunky Chocolates 
and Dixie Cup sharing the final 
half, but the bankroller is under- 
stood to have ambitions elsewhere. 

There is a_ possibility Kellogg 
may pop up alongside Campbell 
Soups as a ride-sharer on CBS- 
TV's “Lassie” telepix Sunday 
nights. Kellogg is repped by Leo 
Burnett which also has a piece of 
the soup biz, although BBD&O 
handles the “Lassie” billings. 


More “Mickey Mouse’ Biz 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

ABC-TV jogged a couple of 
notches closer to a sellout on the 
upcoming “Mickey Mouse Club” as 
the Chi sales office unloaded two 
more quarter-hours last week. 
Johnson Wax, through Needham, 
Louis & Brorby, and Miles Labs, 
through Geoffrey Wade, will split a 
year’s run on the Thursday kickoff 
quarter-hour. 

TV Time Popcorn, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, likewise has staked 








out a claim for a5 to 5:15 segment | N 
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BBC’s Flying Studio 
London, Aug. 23. 

A Royal Air Force plane is 
to be used as a flying studio 
and transmitter for a series of 
BBC-TV programs at the end 
of this month. They will be 
telecast under the general 
title of “Television Goes Fly- 
ing.” 

The programs mark the cul- 
mination of experiments in air- 
to-ground tv by a group of 
BBC engineers. The _ initial 
program will be aired next 
Sat. (27) and two other fea- 
tures are planned within a 
week. 


NBC-TV’s ‘Gotta 
Get Department 
Store Billings’ 


NBC-TV is giving serious con- 
sideration to a plan designed to 
woo department stores into the 
medium. Thus far tv has made lit- 
tle or no penetration in attracting 
that type of biz, either on a net- 


work or a local level, and the web 
feels it’s time something was done 
about it. 

Plans entail utilizing all avail- 
able “‘station time” segments, both 
daytime and in the 6 to 7 p.m. 
area, for co-op programming aimed 
at department store shopper ap- 
peal. NBC would program the 
shows; the affiliate would negoti- 
ate sponsorship for local cut-ins. 
Both the network and the station 
would share in the revenues. 


NBC thinks the time is ripe to 
establish the formula for depart- 
ment store advertising in view of 
the from-here-on-in increased at- 
tention being focussed on color tv. 
Once tint programming gets into 
full swing, it’s generally conceded 
that tv revenues from department 
stores can only go one way—up. 


BOB & RAY SIGNED 
FOR MUTUAL SERIES 


Mutual has signed Bob (Elliott) 
& Ray (Goulding) to do an hour 
show cross-the-board on the full 
network starting in September. 
Pact stems from a trial run of the 
deejay-comics (via their tape set- 
up) on General Teleradio’s WGTH, 
Hartford, where their stanza was 
such a click that GT-Mutual prexy 
Tom O’Neil signed the pair to a 
full-network pact. Time slot hasn’t 
been set. 


Deal with Mutual won't affect 
Bob & Ray’s three-and-a-half-hour 
morning cross-border on WINS, 
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6-MONTH PROFIT 
TOPS $6400, 000 


The NBC vs CBS battle for su- 
premacy, financial and otherwise, 
continues apace. In the wake of 
the sixmonth consolidated state- 
ment by CBS, Inc., translating -it- 
self into a geewhiz picture of un- 
precedented television _ billings, 
NBC came forth last week with 
some revealing figures of its own 
to suggest that “we never had it 
so good.” Even in the face of an 
anticipated $2,000,000 loss in its 
network radio operation for '55, 
the network prides itself in the 
fact that the NBC statement for 
the t six months shows a greater 
profit than the whole consolidated 
CBS Ine. picture. 


These are hidden figures, seldom 
if ever broken down for public 
revelation and shrouded in anony- 
mity under the overall umbrella 
of RCA’s consolidated statement— 
as in the case of CBS Inc. But 
in one of the few cases on record, 
the NBC high command has re- 
vealed that: 


Pre-tax profits for the network 
Jan.-thru-June totalled up “in ex- 
cess of $14.300,000.” This slightly 
edges out CBS’ consolidated pre- 
tax vrofits of $14.248.000. 

The after-tax’ net for NBC was 
“in excess of $6,400.000,.” slightly 
higher than the $6,328,000 an- 
nounced for the overall Columbia 
operation, which includes radio, 
tv, Columbia records and the set 
and tube manufacturing companies. 

CBS is still keeping its tv-only 
earnings a deép secret. (Radio, says 
prexy Frank Stanton, is still mak- 
ing some money for the company.) 
NBC makes no bones over the fact 
that in tv alone, CBS enjoys a 
commanding leaq on _ billings, 
which becomes understandable in 
view of the vast amounts Colum- 
bia has been pouring from its tv 
profits into its trouble areas—set 
and tube manufacturing. | 

Perhaps even transcending the 
two-network rivalry iS the phe- 
nomenal growth of-the television 
medium itself and its almost fan- 
tastic status as a maker-of- 
fertunes. It was only two years ago 
that NBC and CBS, each billing 
in the neighborhood of $98,000,000, 
just about managed to hit a break- 
even point for the year. And that 
was before talent and production 
costs had reached stich runaway 
figures. CBS managed to forge 
ahead because it found the right 
SRO formula for daytime. 

But NBC during the past year 
came up with some razzle-dazzle 
sales techniques of its own. Take, 
for example, the Sunday night 
“Color Spread” series, which, with 
iis multiple sponsorship formula, 
brings in $432,000 per 90-minute 
show (six participations at $72,000 
each). Thus far 68 participations 
have been sold for this was one 
series, pourifig a.barrel of profits 
into the NBC coffers. 

Too, says NBC, it is 300° ahead 
of last year in daytime sales, which 
are now finally getting off the 
ground. 


Campbell’s ‘Star Stage’ 
Showcase for Soupery’s 





Campbell Soups, which recently 
acquired Swanson’s Frozen Foods, 
will use its new NBC-TV Friday- 


as its first television effort on the 
deep-freeze items. New show (re- 
placing “Dear Proebe”) has finaily 


svonsorship. 

Series, which is being packaged 
by MCA for BBD&O, will follow 
the same live-film pattern as 
MCA-packaged “General Electric 
Theatre” on CBS-TV. Mort Abra- 
hams will double as exec producer 
on both shows, with Charles Russell 
as producer of the Campbell show. 
Alan Miller will be in charge of 
Coast film production, which will 
be handled by Revue Productions, 
the MCA vidfilm subsid. Plan is 





}to do 26 live shows and 13, film, 
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New Deep-Freeze Items 
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It's Cowan-CBS Vs. ; 
1006 Prize-Tag Big Surprise’ 


Cowan-NBC In 


the CBS-TV ‘$64,000 





Benny’s 21 & Skidoo 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Jack Benny will devote his 
air time strictly to tv next sea- 
son, bowing off radio after 21 
years on the ether. Comedian 
is skedd for two or three 
color speéials in addition to al- 
ternating weekly with Ann 
Sothern’s “Private Secretary” 
for American Tobacco over 
CBS-TV. 

His radio slot Sunday nights 
will be occupied by Edgar 
Bergen, returning to CBS with 
a 55-minute show. 


Russell, Hamilton 
En Route to Stage 
3 Coward Specs 


London, Aug. 23. 
Charles Russell and Lance Ham- 
ilton sailed for New York last 
Thurs. (18) to prepare and stage a 
trio of CBS color spectaculars, star- 
ring Noel Coward. They will stay 





ary but will return next spring to 
complete the third program: 

The first of the specs, which will 
star Coward and Mary Martin in a 
singing program, will go out on the 
CBS-TV web on Oct. 18. The for- 
mat of that show will follow the 
pattern of the Coward-Martin pro- 
gram at a Cafe de Paris charity 
gala for the Actors Orphanage, a 
few years back. 

Second program, which may be 
telecast from Hollywood, will star 
Coward in his own piay. “Blithe 
Spirit.” This will be staged next 
January. The final production is 
slated for May 5 and will be a tele- 
version of another Coward opus, 
“Peace In Our Time.” 

After the second production, 
Russell and Hamilton will return 
for a quickie to London to set up 
the organization for ‘‘Night of a 
Hundred Stars,” the annual loca] 
effort on behalf of the Actors Or- 
phanage, of which Coward is prez. 
This will be at the Palladium on 
June 29. | 


NBC-TV Signs Perkins 
To a Longterm Pact; 
‘Loo Parade’ to Travel 





Zoo after six years and will tour 
its “Zoo Parade” from a score of 
cities next season. 
time, the network signed Marlin 
Perkins, thost ,of the show, to a 
new longterm pact. Perkins is cur- 
rently in Africa collecting animals 
and shooting wildlife footage, and 
returns Oct. 16, when the first 
show in the series originates from 
the Los Angeles Airport. Web is 
currently showing kinnies. 

Cities included in the program’s 
|tour include New Orleans, Phila- 
|delphia, Buffalo, Detroit, Milvau- 
|kee> Pittsburgh, Washington, Se- 





at-9:30 dramatic anthology series | attle, San Francisco, Toledo, Co- | 


| lumbus, Cincinnati, Dallas and 
|San Antonio. Others will be set 
later on, with the program to orig- 


| ficials in each town, 


Miles From Bob to Bob 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 
Miles Laboratories is checking 
off CBS-TV’s “Robert Q- Lewis 
Show” to join same web’s “Bob 
Crosby Show.” Miles hops on the 
Tuesday 2:45 to 3 (CDT) spot of 

the Crosby daytimer Sent. 27. 
Account is handled by Geoffrey 
Wade Advertising, 
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in the United States until Febru- |. 


NBC-TV has terminated its con-' 
tract with Chicago’s Lincoln Park | 


At the same} 





Question” a national sensation, 
NBC-TV has lost no time in com- 
ing up with a major quiz entry 
of its own, “The Big Surprise,” 
whieh will be launched in the 
Saturday-at-7:30 spot in the fall 
with Speidel and Purex as the 
bankrollers and with a $100,000 
prize-tag. But the “big surprise” 
about “The Big Surpr'ce” is its 
internetwork ramifications, since 
it’s a package out of the Louis 
G. Cowan’ office, which produces 
“$64,000 Question” and whose head, 
Cowan himself, is now under per- 
sonal contract to CBS-TV as a 
creative producer. 


While ft would thus appear a 
case of Cowan-vs.-Cowan, actually 
Cowan himself stayed away from 
the development of “Surprise,” 
which went into the works before 
his CBS pact, and the show is 
being handled exclusively by part- 
ner-producer Steve Carlin. Only 
link is that the show is being 
produced by the “Lou Cowan of- 
fice,” with Cowan personally out 
of the picture. 


Nonetheless, “Surprise,” with 
prizes up to $100,000, stacks up as 
NBC’s answer to CBS’ “Question.” 
A complicated format embraces 
human interest; studio quiz, auto- 
mation and the telephone.quiz de- 
vice. It works this way: 

The surprise is the human inter- 
est device. “Talent scouts” or “‘con- 
fidential agents” throughout the 
country (anvbody can be one)- will 
stpply to the program a person 
who is about to receive a surprise 
that’s the gratification of some 
longstanding ambition. It might be 
a promotion, a choice role in the 
case of an actor, a reunion with 
a friend or relative—at any rate 
it’s a surprise, and the surprise 
will be staged on the show itself. 

As his reward for bringing up 
the “surprisee,” the “agent” gets 
a crack at a riddle, correct answer 
to which will bring prizes ranging 
from $25,000 to $100,000. If the 
“agent” fails to get the correct 
answer, he can furnish the descrip- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Ferrers Cyrano’ 


As 2006 Spec 


NBC has concluded a deal with 
Jose Ferrer for the latter to star 
ii a 90-minute presentation of 
“Cyrano de Bergerac.” It will be on 
“Producers Showcase” Oct. 17 as 
the second in the new season's 
series. (“Our Town” tees off the 
season Sept. 19). Ferrer will also 
| Stage. Overall production, it’s re- 
ported, is costing about $200,000 
| with Ferrer getting in neighbor- 
hood of $40,000. 

It will not be an adaptation of 
the Ferrer pic but his original 
stage production. Supporting cast 
has not yet been chosen. It will 
probably originate out of New 
| York and, like the other “Produc- 
ers Showcase” entries, will be done 
in color. 











‘Hank’ Booraem Upped 
| By McCann-Erickson 


Hendrik Booraem Jr., veepee of 
McCann-Erickson, has been ap- 
| pointed director of television and 
|radio planning. He will be respon- 


been titled; it’s to be called “Star | inate in the zoo in each city. Per-| sible for television and radio rec- 
Stage,” and bows Sept. 9 under| Kins will tour alone, sharing the ommendations and presentations. 
Campbell and Pond’s alternating | Screen with curators and zoo of-| Booraem was previously in charge 


of new program development ac- 
tivities. 

Frank Gilday has been appoint- 
|} ed manager of the New York Tele- 
| Vision-Radio Department of the 
| agency, responsible for the admin- 

istration of the department. Gilday 
|has been business manager of the 
| department since Nov., 1954. 

| Both Booraem and Gilday will 
|report to Terry Clyne, agency gen- 
| eral executive and management su- 
| pervisor of television-radio depart- 


| ment, 
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Boscia and ranting won’t do it. 
More and more motorists stay ahead of the game by keeping 
their tempers cool—and their radios tuned to MONITOR. 


" / : : ‘ 
An Advertest survey* proves MONITOR’s impact on the 
car-riding segment of its huge out-of-home bonus audience, 
The survey shows MONITOR with « « « 


a greater share of the automobile audience than all the other 
networks combined! 

more than double the audience-in-cars of the second net- 
work — ABC! 

more than four times that of the third network—CBS! 
twice as much sponsor-identification among MONITOR- 
listeners as among listeners to all other networks combined! 
50% more sponsor-identification among MONITOR-listeners 
than among listeners to local independent stations! 


To MONITOR’s impact on the huge car-riding radio audi- 
ence, add the 3,670,000 different homes** reached by only 
15 MONITOR participations spaced over a single week-end. 
What’s the answer? To get ahead on week-ends, the power- 
vehicle for advertisers is. . « 


MONIT@R 
on the [JY RADIO NETWORK 


*New Jersey and Pennsylvania Turnpikes, July 30-31. 
**Nielsen Special Report, covering 2 weeks ending June 25. 
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Chuck Sweeney 

Musical Director: Harry Sosnik . 

phy: Tony Charmoli 

Sets: Paul Barnes 

Costumes: Guy Kent 

90 Mins., Mon. (22), 8 p.m. 

RCA-FORD 

NBC-TV, from New York (color) 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

“Producers Showcase” presenta- 
tion of “The King and Mrs, Can- 
dle” on Monday (22) marked an- 
other attempt to fit an original 
musical comedy into the tv spec 
pattern. This one, by Sumner 
Locke Elliott, was in reality an 
adaptation of an Elliott play writ- 
ten for “Phileco TV Playhouse” 
back in April, ’54. 

British actress Joan Greenwood, 
Cyril Ritchard and Irene Man- 
ning, all of whom appeared on the 
Philco straight comedy, again 
showed up, along with Richard 
Haydn, on this lavish musical ver- 
sion, presented in compatible 


black-and-white and tinted hues. 


For what it was, the Philco show 
was a pleasant romp. As a musical 
comedy, “King and Mrs. Candle” 
was something less satisfying. 

In terms of summertime pro- 


amming, NBC-TV gave this the 
op-budget treatment. ucer 
Fred Coe trotted out -productional 
accoutrements off the top spec 
shelf—costuming, scenery, techni- 
cal fillips were the best that RCA- 
Ford sponsorship coin could buy. 
It boasted an original score by 
Moose Charlap (who had also writ- 
ten most of the music for “Peter 
Pan”), and Chuck Sweeney, with 
the show’s top tunes getting plenty 
of advance bally via Tony Martin’s 
RCA Victor recording of “Young 
Ideas” ballad backed “What Is 


the Secret of Your Success?”, and: 


Gordon Jenkins’ label X recording 
of “Ideas.” It was, too, a hand- 
picked cast. 

Yet this musicalized “King” left 
much to be desired. As a romantic 
comedy in which Ritchard portrays 
an exiled king who flees to Amer- 
ica and winds up as a pic house 
barker, a Good Humor man and 
finally as a dance instructor, it 
made the mistake of playing 
around with satire that was neither 
glib nor clever, and pointing too 
obviously at its own exaggerations. 
It started out on a satiric base 
which became so broad that it held 
the story up to ridicule without 
much pretense at subtlety. It 
wasn’t until the third act that it 
eaptured some of the proper mood 
and spirit, as in the exchange be- 
tween King Rupert and his tradi- 
tional enemy, Zurkin the Fierce, 
or again in the comicalities of 
Brandovia’s Grand Waltz. In be- 
tween there were dull and ordinary 
stretches of an unbelievable love 
story taken too seriously for its 
own good, in which Ritchard’s fine 
talent were wasted. 

That Ritchard is a excellent per- 
former was all too evident in his 
portrayal of Captain Hook in 
‘Peter Pan.” He has an expressive 
face and and an unusual touch for 
controlled buffoonery, as, for ex- 
ample, in his dance capers with his 
matronly patrons. His voice, how- 
ever, is hardly the best for singing 
of love ballads. 

Miss Greenwood has a distinc- 
tive style all her own, 2 sophisti- 
eated zaniness with a strange and 
pleasing speaking voice, yet a 
completely undistinguished singing 
style. She, too, suffered in this 
musical version. Haydn’s unique 
talents were neither helped nor 
hindered. Miss Manning did a 
servicable job as the “Mrs. Can- 
dle” love interest, but hardly the 
best salesman for the Charlap- 
Sweeney tunes, which are far 
above the ordinary. It’s perhaps 
fortunate for the songwriter team 
that they weren’t solely dependent 
on this “King” production to pro- 
pel them into a hit status. Strictly 
on the asset side was Harry Sos- 
nik’s full-bodied musical back- 
grounding. 

It was an expensive show and 
this was all too evident throughout 
in the costuming, the sets and the 
dance routines, which for the most 
part were imaginative. (The light- 
ing department was delinquent on 
one or two occasions.) 

“King,” if anything, pointed up 
anew that if tv insists on original 
musical comedies, it’s best to start 
from scratch with a consistent ap- 
proach in tone and style and by 
all means with a simple, “>*-"'>y- 
able” fable. ose. 











THE WORLD AT HOME 
With Arlene Francis, Hugh Downs, 


Exee Producer: Dick Linkroum 

Producer-director: Norman Frank 

Writers: Harold Azine, Gene Wy- 
ckoff, Lee Charell 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 10:45 


a.m, 
Participating 
NBC-TV, from New York 

“The World at Home,” NBC- 
TV’s new leadin adjunct te the 
“Home” show, got off to a sure- 
fire start Monday (22) when host- 
ess Arlene Francis with an assist 
from Hugh Downs, interviewed 
the families of the three “turn- 
coat” prisoners of war who volun- 
tarily returned from China a 
month ago. “World at Home” is 
formatt as an interview show, 
which ordinarily would make it 
run-of-the-mine. for morning tel- 
evision except for the fact that 
exec producer Dick Linkroum and 
producer-director Norman Frank 
obviously have more heady plans 
in mind. If the first segment is any 
indication of what’s to come, then 
they are to be. congratulated on 
bringing a new and powerful scope 
to daytime television. 

Obviously, “The World at Home” 
is playing a human interest angle, 
but it appears to be doing it with 
taste, restraint and intelligence, 
plus that something extra in the 
form of a good sense of who and 
what make news. It was not only 
a coup to bring on the families of 
the three POW’s, Otho Bell, Louis 
Griggs and William A. Cowart, 
but a'testament to the show’s in- 
telligent approach that Miss Fran- 
cis tried to probe for an under- 
standing of the families’ feelings 
and reasoning instead of holding 
them up as mere items of exploi- 
tation and ‘“look-what-we-have- 
here” attention as is the case in so 
many daytime stanzas. 

True, Miss Francis didn’t get 
very far im her quarter-hour, fail- 
ing for the most part in getting 
the families to give their explana- 
tion for the boys’ behavior. A little 
more intensive pre-program plan- 
ning and interviewing might be in 
order here—she asked a couple of 
questions relative to the “why” of 
the boys’ desertions and got .“‘no” 
answers when with more.prepara- 
tion she might have been able to 
get a more direct view on the mat- 
ter. But if the show didn’t get all 
the whys and wherefores, it did 
strike a deep emotional chord on 
focussing on the distress of these 
people without exploiting that dis- 
tress. Much credit should go to the 
sensitive script of Harold Azine, 
Gene Wyckoff and -Lee Charell, 
and to Miss Francis for the under- 
standing and tactful manner of her 
approach. If the subject matter 
was on the grim side, it was none- 
theless forceful and highly charged 
viewing. Chan, 





PEOPLE — 
With Morgan Beatty, NBC staffers 
+ Reuven Frank 


Director: John Goetz 
30 Mins., Sun. (21), 5 p.m. 
NBC-TYV, from N. ¥. 

These are lean Len pin months 
in television, and audiences should 
welcome a change of pace such as 
represented by “People” which 
preemed as the first of a series on 
the NBC web Sunday (21). _ It 
wasn’t a show to set ow f houses on 
fire, but it had a g angle and 
it had a purpose, which helps. 

Right at the start of the show, 
narrator Morgan Beatty of the 
NBC news staff informed the view- 
er that this was “a new program 
based on an old idea,” i.e. that 
people are interested in other 
people. That’s a pretty sound tru- 
ism and one on which no one can 
go too far wrong. Certainly, “Peo- 
ple’ managed to be a_promising 
starter with a lot of good moments. 

It might be argued that some of 
the people producer Frank picked 
weren’t outstandingly interesting, 
and somehow the inclusion of for- 
mer Sen. Harry B. Cain of Wash- 
ington, now on the Subversives 
Control Board in Washington, was 
out of tune with the proceedin s. 
However, on the whole, “People’s” 
people were good, human interest 
material, possibly there were too 
many of them. 

The trouble with such a show is 
that—inevitably—it tries to cram 
too mech inte too short a space of 
time. For instance, it might have 
been fun to hear more from Earl 
Godwin, NBC’s octogenerian re- 
porter in Washington, or from ref- 
erence librarian Sheila Gleason 
and her “customers.” Instead there 
were completely meaningless 
flashes of a tennis pro at Forest 
Hills, who had nothing to say, and 
a cartoonist, John. Norman, who 
was so tongue in cheek that his in- 
terviewer was plainly stymied. So 
was the audience. 

Filmed interviews, particularly 
the one with the man planning to 
raise the Monitor, the first iron 
ship, were of poor technical qual- 
ity. Final sequence, dealing with 
Cain, somehow. didn’t belong. 
Either that, or maybe it ought to 
have been expanded. Beatty’s fade- 
out “editorial” also was out of 
place on this type of show. 

Beatty generally did a fine job 
and he’s a good personality on tv 
all ’round. Program, once it hits 
its stride, could build into a fall 
prospect. It certainly- doesn’t lack 
subject matter. The NBC corre- 
spondents doing the interviewing 
should be more familiar with their 
people. One got the impression at 
times that they were at a loss for 
the proper questions; and there’s 
nothing duller or more irritating 
than an interviewer repeating an 
answer that’s already been given, 
loudly and clearly. Hift. 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 


Ed Sullivan’s CBS-TV “Toast of 
the Town” show last Sunday (21) 
was devoted entirely to trailerizing 
Paramount’s “Girl Rush,” in which 
Rosalind Russell makes her film- 
musical debut. Paramount is ob- 
viously counting on a big b.o. pay- 
off in view of the tv program’s 
estimated national audience of 
38,000,000. There’s a strong pos- 
sibility, though, that the hour-long 
plug may have a reverse effect. 


Neither Miss Russell nor the pic- 
ture came over too well. Film 
clips from “Girl” and live seg- 
ments relating to the pic were gen- 
erally unexciting. The score by 
Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane, 
both appeared on the show, didn’t 
impress too strongly, while yock 
material was at a minimum. 


Standout item on the program 
was Blane’s piping and Martin’s 
keyboard workover of -““The Trol- 
ley Song,’ which they wrote sev- 
eral years ago. Unfortunately this 
had nothing to do with the picture 
being touted. Miss Russell, who 
clicked on Broadway as star of the 
musical “Wonderful Town,” didn’t 
have too much to work with and as 
a result failed to make much of an 
impact. 

Gloria DeHaven, however, suc- 
ceeded in giving the show a lift, 
both live and on film. Marion 
Lorne, known to tviewers of the 
“Mr. Peepers” show, was shown in 
a sequence in a Las Vegas club 
that fell completely flat in attempt- 
ing to be humorous. However, this 
is another case where the material 
was to blame. Eddie Albert was 
spotted in a duet with Miss Russell 
and aiso in a dialog session with 
her, both of which missed. 

In addition to those performers, 
who appear in the pic, others on| 
the program included singers Ella 
Mae Morse and Tony Bennett. 
They delivered tunes from the film 
that they’ve recorded. Miss 
Morse’s rendition of “Birmin’ham” 

wasn't especially punchy, but Ben- 





nett did some okay songselling on 
“Take a Chance.” 


Frederick Brisson, Miss Russell’s 
husband, who produced “Girl,” 
also produced and directed the 
“Toast” stanza. The book for the 
show was written by Lester White 
and John Rapp, Bob Hope’s tv 
writers. 

On show’s credit side was the 
expert handling of the film clips, 
which made it difficult to disting- 
uish the celluloid product from the 
live sequences. Jess. 


“Let’s Take a Trip,” off for the 
summer and due to return Sept. 
25, came back to CBS-TV for a 
one-shot remote Sunday (21) from 
Niagara-on-the-Lake in Ontario, 
where some 5,000 Boy Scouts are 
holding their 8th annual Interna- 
tional Boy Scout Jamboree. As a 
public affairs pickup, the hourlong 
special was a colorful and worth- 
while special event; as a “Trip” 
showcaser, it was below the stand- 
ards of previous entries in the 
series. 


Perhaps producer Stephen 
Fleischman tried to cover too much 
in the show’s hour, giving glimpses 
of Boy Scouts from various coun- 
tries in their different activities 
and covering the Jamboree’s own 
show featuring songs and dances 
of the different national units. 
Charm of the show in the past has 
been its visits to offbeat places 
that the normal youngster coultln’t 
get to see and its followthrough in 
each place showing how a product 
is made from start to finish (saii- 
making at City Island, for example, 
or care and treatment of the ani- 
mals at the Bronx Zoo). The Boy 
Scout remote had its’ moments of 
interest in this direction too, but 
not enough of them. 

_A glimpse of the unit from Brit- 
ish Columbia carving totem poles, 
a visit with American scouts cook- 
ing*biscuits, an Italian unit erecting 
huge wooden gates—all could have 








CHILDREN’S CORNER. sf 
we sents Re ey, Fred gers 
Directer: Martin 


30 Mine r Bat. 10:30 
>, ? : p.m. 
ng 
NBC-TV, from N. ‘Y. 

“Children’s Corner,” which is 
filling in for the next four weeks 
for the vacationing Paul Winchell 
show, is*°a standard show for the 
moppet set.‘Imported to the NBC- 

'V web from its regular berth at 
WQED in Pittsburgh, this series is 
headed by two talented youngsters, 
Josie Carey and Fred Rogers. Miss 
Carey works before the camera, 
gabbing and singing, while Rogers 
handles the manipulation of the 
puppets in addition to doing the 
script. 

The influence of Fran Allison 
and Burr Tillstrom on this. show is 
evident, but it’s a good influence 
although the Carey-Rogers. team 
lacks some of the humor and im- 
agination of the “Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie” creators. The latter series, 
in fact, had considerable adult ap- 
peal whereas the “Children’s Cor- 
ner” is slanted strictly for the tots, 
There’s an educational peg (teach- 
ing of manners, songs, some for- 
eign phrases, etc.) which may cue 
parents to promote this series for 
their offsprings. 

Miss Carey, moreover, scores 
with a highly attractive personal- 
ity. Young and enthusiastic, she 
doesn’t appear to be patronizing 
the kids even though she figura- 
tively gets on her hands and knees 
to play with them. An assortment 
of puppet. characters, including 
some tigers, cats, owls, etc., are 
adeptly handled by Rogers with 
the script mostly riding a whimsi- 
cal mood. There’s also a participa- 
tion angle’ for kid viewers who 
want to join a club run by the 
Carey-Rogers duo. 

Miss Carey also impresses with 
her bright, clear Ripes in her vo- 
calizing stints. ne number, 
“Goodnight God, Thank You,” was 





a standout. Herm. 

HOME FARE 

With Ernie Tetrault, Sunnie Eng- 
land, others 


Director: Grant Van Patten 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Ernie Tetrault has a new vis-a- 
vis in Sunnie England,.on informal, 
unrehearsed program encompassing 
public service features, interviews, 
uests preparing food, other dem- 
ohstrations and area news roundup. 
Mrs. England, connected with 
Schenectady public school system, 
is a slim, good looking gal. Tet- 
rault, now in the video veteran 
class, despite his youth, is the pro- 
gram’s anchor— good humored, 
laughing, clear voiced, photogenic, 
occasionally fluffing and thinking 
out loud, Because of the format 
and range of guests, as well as, in- 
termittently, the principals, -show 
is a little uneven, but interesting 
and sometimes different for early- 
morning fare. ‘ 

On two originations viewed. sum- 
mer theatre people drew the spot- 
light. Announcer George Mariott 
(who doubles as “Schenectady 
Gazette” drama critic) interviewed 
Frances Helm, regularly of “The 
Valiant Lady”—seen on WRGB— 
and in cast for tryout of “I Hear 
You Singing” at Spa Theatre, Sara- 
toga. Another show put the cam- 
eras on producer John Hurd, of 
Green Mt. Playhouse, Poultney, 
Vt., directing his wife, Edna, and 
Herb Kennedy, in rehearsal of a 
“Sabrina Fair” scene. Moriott’s ex- 
change with Miss Helm came off 
well, even if they seemed to go 
light on the author, Greer Johnson. 

Tetrault is quite sure around 
guests handling food, although it 
is odd to view him assisting, and 
tasting, with coat on. He does spot 
commercials nicely. Mrs. England 
is fairly good with plugs. Jaco. 





been explored further in a treatise 
on Boy Scout lore and. camping 
techniques. Instead, the cameras 
had a habit of skipping over these 
segments and concentrating on the 
arena, where scouts from half a 
dozen countries did national 
dances. This element tended to get 
monotonous, and certainly didn’t 
prove much of a device to get the 
younger viewers interested in the 
Scouts. 

There was much on the credit 
side, however. An emphasis on the 
fact that Scouts from many coun- 
tries could live and work to- 
gether was skillfully carried across 
and the viewer got a little of the 
feeling of brotherhood that most of 
the scouts on the site must have 
experienced. Sonny Fox did his 
customary excellent job as the 
guide-emcee, and the naturalness 
and good-natured curiosity of Pud 
Flanagan and Ginger MacManus 
contributed an extra plus to what 
might have been merely a straight 
pickup. Roger Englander’s direc- 
tion was excellent, with the cam- 
eras getting in close and smoothly 
in what must have been a tough 
technical situation. Chan. 
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ANDY’S GANG - 
With Andy recins , others 


Prod.:; Frank 
BUSTER BROWN SHOES 
WRCA-TYV, N.Y. 

. » (Leo Burnett) 

Andy Devine, the portly screen 
comic, is giving the kids a pre-Sat- 
urday matinee session in thrillers 
and a modest amount of comedy. 
In a completely filmed show, De- 
vine is conferenciering a display 
which devotes the greater part of 
the time to a story and afterward, 
a lot of commercials and very weak 
laughing material. — 

The initial show had a yarn con- 
cerning an elephant boy in India 
who eventually kills the man-eating 
tiger that’s been decimating the 
countryside. It’s a well-told yarn 
suitable for the unquestioning 
moppets who view shows on the 
Saturday morning spectrum. 

However, Devine’s filmed inserts 
are on behalf of Buster Brown 
Shoés and plugs are heavily de- 
livered in a manner that makes 
Devine seem that he’s going. over- 
board on the matter. Accompany- 
ing Devine’s contribution are bits 
of clowning with mechanical toys. 
Aside from this business being not 
too funny, Devine is much too big 
to be playing with dolls. Jose. 


Flock of Top Stars 
é ? 
Set for ‘GE Theatre 

e - b] 
With Live-Film Firsts 
The CBSTV Sunday. night 
“General Electric Theatre,” which 
‘with its live-film pattern stressing 
Hollywood’ stars is credited with 
being a big factor in Philco’s de- 
cision to drop out of its compet- 
ing “Philco-Goodyear Playhouse,” 
has set its first batch of stars for 
the coming season, which starts 
Oct. 2. Lineup includes Kathryn 
Grayson, Alan Ladd, Ethel Barry- 
more, John Payne, Jack Benny 
and Charlton Heston. Ladd, Miss 
Barrymore and Benny each starred 
in a “GE Theatre” last season, but 
the others are in for the first time, 


and for Miss Grayson it’s a tele- 
debut. 


Miss Grayson will appear on 
film, in “The Tender Heart,” a 
romance, Payne will star in 
“Lash of Fear,” a post-Civil War 
drama of a U. S. Cavalry patrol 
written by James Warner Bellah. 
Benny will do an original, ‘“Mur- 
der in G Flat,” while Heston will 
appear in the filmed “Seeds of 
Hate,” which program -host-super- 
visor Ronald Reagan will produce 
himself. Miss Barrymore will 
costar with Reagan in a Bret 
Harte story, “Prosper’s Mother.” 
Mort Abrahams continues as pro- 
ducer on the show with Don Med- 
ford as director on the live presen- 
tations. Don Herbert returns to 
handle the institutional “progress” 
commercials. 


PLAN SUPER-SPECOLA 
ON CIVIL DEFENSE 


Nat S. Linden, chief of radio-tv 
for the Federal Civil Defense 
Administration, .is in New York 
this week huddling with network 
execs on a stepped-up campaign on 
educating the public to the need 
to know more about civil defense. 
Linden says the new policy will be 
one of heavy entertainment to gain 
listeners, and states federal execs 
are sold on the new tack. 

Chief project Linden is planning 
is a one-shot super-specola simul- 
cast to be aired on all networks 
in the fall of 1956. His huddles this 
week are primarily concerned with 
the spec, which would be of the 
entertainment variety and towards 
which most of his budget is allo- 
cated. While in Gotham, Linden is 
also dickering an animated CD 
show with United Productions of 
America. 


Dr. Spock Gets a Client 


NBC-TV has at last landed a 
client for its Dr. Benjamin Spock 
infant care outing. It’s the Beech- 
nut Co., which has signed for al- 
ternate week sponsorship of the 
pediatrician in the Sunday 3 to 3:30 
slot, starting Oct. 9. Deal is con- 
ditional on the web’s clearingea 
large station lineup. As far as an 
aliernate sponsor is. ooncerned, 
Swift, which had expressed inter- 
est in the property, is still iffy. 

Beechnut, in its first television 
sponsorship, will pitch not only its 
baby foods line, but its coffee and 














peanut butter as well. 
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> Ma&Pav ids TAKE IN | WPIX’ t Us 0,000 
s, the Kids | | IX’s ‘Look at Us’ as $1,000,000 
Report on television viewing by children in Indianapolis (see tT. iow =. 
separate story) points up some sharp ‘divergencies in the attitudes : Sales fe ts ae Look 
of parents and chi n over types of tv programming. Following WwW 
chart, from the report, points up the shows children -like and at the a = : aie’ 
same time compares the parents’ opinions on just how beneficial -———¢ Race for supremacy among the: 
the types of programming are for their offspring. Friday, Sept. 9, looms as an im- » |four independents in New York's 
ar ec “ jncalied Beneficial | portant day for NBC Radio aftili-| “Watch Sealy on Sunday seven-station tv market gets hot- 
Program Types Watched by Children by Parents | ates.. The whole affiliate member- ter by the day, and the latest of 
CEE uc: bode eyes Geauns knee? 15% 6% | ship congregates on that day at t ; Boston, Aug. 23. | the four to get its licks in is WPIX, 
Westerns ....... vies saphecrnsieteeieaeee 9% | Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, in N.Y./ Sealy Mattress Co. kicks off a/|the Daily News outlet, which in the 
Cartoon Programs ........+...+++0++++28% 45% the behest of Robert D. .Swezey, Sunday saturation schedule on/|11 weeks since June 1 has racked 
Science Fantasies .......ccccceceseees10% 1% | chairman of the affiliate commit- WNAC-TV Oct. 2 at 7 ith | UP_ Over $1,000,000 in sales for the 
Science Programs ......++.++s.++++0++ 6% 20% tee, who urges that “top manage- hs 7 . re. fall by virtue of its “new look” in 
Sal GR es ne wae ai cacsee 13% 9% |ment of each station be represent- | alternate week sponsorship of programming. The _ starting-in- 
BEOUROOMAD 22. ar AN Os ages s Renae ce 6% 10% ed. The future course of network | “Waterfront,” starring Preston Fos-|September “new look,” as de- 


scribed by v.p.-general manager 
Fred M. Thrower, calls for a “de- 
emphasis” on sports and news and 
a “better. balance” of all types of 
entertainment programs, largely 
through syndicated film. . 


Immediate effect of the new pro- 
gramming concept, inspired by the 
increased availability of “film with 
an aura of network quality,” has 
been the record business pulled 
by the outlet over these past 11 


radio will probably come in for 
full discussion.” 

Of major import is the reported 
decision of NBC to go ahead with a 
full-blown cross-the-board ‘Moni- 
tor’ extending the present 40-hour 
weekend showcase seven days a 
week, including a 10-a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-through-Friday formula, 
and adopting the same participa- 
tion sales pattern as applies to thé 
weekend show. 





ter, backed by newspapers and bill- 
boards. 


Theme of the banner sales pro- 
motion is “Watch Sealy on Sun- 
day” right around the clock. From 
morning to night, in addition to 
their half-hour telepix series, 
Sealy is using spot announcements. 
They are all before toprated net- 
work programs on the WNAC-TV 
schedule. 


Indiana U's TV Stuay Among School 
Kids Shows Economic Status Trends 


Direct inverse relationship be-+— 
tween the economic status of chil- 
dren and the length of their tele- 





a 


vision viewing is one of the high- 
lighted conclusions of report on 
“The Use of Teleyision by Young 
School Children in Indianapolis,” 
based on 361 questionnaires an- 
swered by Indianapolis housewives 
with children in five schools rep- 
resenting different economic strata. 
Study, made by Indiana U. direc- 
tor of women’s, children’s and so- 
cial service programs Negia Y. Gil- 
pin, reveals that the lower the eco- 


nomic status of the first to fourth’ 


grade school child, the more tele- 
vision he watches. 

Breakdown of average weekly 
viewing time shows the school in 
the highest economic bracket with 
an average per child of 12-plus 
hours a week, with the viewing in- 
creasing as the economic status of 
the school goes down. Lowest-in- 
come neighborhood school shows 
weekly viewing of 25-plus hours 
per week per child. Report also 
notes a trend in that children in 
lower economic status watch televi- 
sion in the afternoon more than 
high-income children, while the 
children of high-income families 
watch more during the first half of 
the evening hours (6 to 9) than the 
low-income children. 

Overall, cartoons and westerns 
rate as the favorite program types 
of the kiddies, with children’s com- 
edy programs, variety programs 
and science fantasy shows ranking 
mext and science and instructional 
programs getting the least atten- 
tion. But here, too, the economie 
status comes into play, for while 
comedy and westerns have equal 
acceptance among low and high in- 
come groups, the lower income 
children have less interest in car- 
toon and science programs but 
much greater interest in science 
fantasies and variety, while the 


(Continued on page 48) 


Chrysler's Major 
Canada TV Spread 


Chrysler Corp. of Canada Ltd. is 
moving into television in Canada 
in a big way, having set this week 
“a 25-station kinescoped pickup of 
“Climax” and “Shower of Stars” 
which Chrysler sponsors on CBS- 
TV in the U. S., along with an ex- 
tensive schedule of Canadian foot- 
ball, eChrysler says that dealer en- 
thusiasm in the Toronto and Wind- 
sor areas, which receive the CBS- 
TV shows, prompted the decision 
to air it in Canada as well. An- 
nouncement will be made to Ca- 
nadian dealers meeting in Toronto 
tomorrow (Thurs.) by Chrysler ex- 
ecs and William Lundigan, who 
hosts the show. Series starts 
Dec. 4. : 


Prior to the “Climax”-“Shower” 
kickoff, Chrysler of Canada will 
have Canadian football games kin- 
nied and carried on Sunday after- 
noons in the same time slot (3:30 
to 4:30) and by the same stations 
as will carry the “Climax’’-“Show- 
er” kinnies. Highlight of the foot- 
ball schedule will be the first live 
pickup of the Gray Cup Canadian 
championship on Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
in Vancouver. 
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WPAT’s 20% Rate Hike 


WPAT, the Paterson, N. J. indie, 
has raised its rates approximately 
20% in its first rate*hike since 
July of 1952. Dickens J. Wright, 
prez and general manager of the 
station, said the hike was due to 
audience and business gains over 
the past three years, particularly 
from the outlet’s straight-music 
“Gaslight Revue” in the daily 7-11 
p.m. Spot. 

Wright said the station's gross 
business is up 26% for the first 
six months over the same period in 
1954. 


Midwest Farmers 


Now Buy Air Time 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 
Farmers in this territory are go- 
ing in for radio advertising. 


For the first time a soil tillers’- 
owned parent cooperative organi- 
zation, Midland Cooperative, Inc., 
Minneapolis, supply house whose 
main line is petroleum and which 
boasts 700 members in five states, 
is bankrolling an air show in an 
effort to reach a larger market for 
its supplies. inead 

In an umbrella advertising cam- 
paign it’ll sponsor eight five to 15- 
minute newscasts on six radio sta- 
tions in three states 24 times a 
week, The stations include WCCO 
here. 

“We need a higher percentage of 
sales._to hold up volume and we 
believe radio can turn the trick 
for us, stimulating our farmer 
members’ purchases at their coop- 
eratives,” explains A. J. Smaby, 
general manager. 

Hitherto, the local cooperatives 
have been responsible for their 
own advertising, Smaby says. 

NBC’s Louis King and Don Mor- 
land have been engaged to make 
the advertising jingles and platters 
for the Midland campaign. 


Tint Treatment For 
Davis Cup Matches; 


Wordwide Exposure 


._ NBC-TV is jumping the gun on 
its plans to make the World Series 
telecasts the first outdoor sports 
event to be done in color. Getting 
the “first” laurels instead of the 
Series will be the Davis Cup Chal- 
lenge Round, which the network’s 
color remote crews will beam in 
tint from the West Side Tennis 
Club in Forest Hills next Friday, 








| Saturday and Sunday (26-28). Net- 


work still plans to do the Series 
in color, however, provided a New 
York team participates. 


Tennis coverage will be carried 
from 2-5 p.m. Friday, 2:30-5 on 
Saturday and 2-5 on Sunday. 
Participants will include Tony 
Trabert, Vic Seixas, Ham Richard- 
son for the U. S. and Lew Hoad, 
Ken Rosewall and Rex Hartwig 
for Australia. While the telecasts 


| will be of a color first for outdoor 


with the affiliates. Some of them 
were miffed over the fact that NBC 


Whether it goes through will rest 
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inaugurated the weekend “Moni- 
tor” without calling a general affil- 
liate membership conclave. NBC at 
that time did consult with key sta- 
tion operators but felt that a gen- 


tigate against “Monitor” ever get- 


fullseale seven-day-a-week opera- 
tion, however, is something else 


vote. For a cross-the-board ‘‘Moni- 


pocketbook status of every affiliate. 


ble with. the CBS formula and thus 


ning Committee will meet in N.Y. 
to formulate plans for the gen- 


$2,000,000 in Red 

NBC Radio’s stake <n the af- 
filiate conclave called for 
Sept. 9 in New York, at which 
the station operators are ex- 
pected to get a new network 
compensation plan, adds up to 
the following vital statistics: 

As projected on the basis 
of the first eight months, NBC 
Radio expects to-wind up the 
year with a loss of approxi- 
mately $2,000,000. ’ 


eral meeting would have been so 
unwieldy and impractical as to mi- 


ting off the ground. 
Application of “Monitor” to a 


again; too shaking in its overall im- 
plications to be implemented with- 
out a full affiliate membership 


tor” will have a vital effect on the 


But the Sept. 9 meet goes be- 
yond “Monitor” in resolving the 
“radio of the future.” It’s consid- 
ered inévitable that NBC will have 
to do something about its rate 
structure to make it more compati- 


put NBC in a more realistic com- 
petitive plateau. 

CBS has maneuvered its single 
rate structure as well as winning 
a 20% reduction in compensation 
from the stations. Now it’s playing 
arcund with its new participation 
formula, a strategy that comes up 
for affiliate appraisal and kicking 
around when the CBS boys con- 
verge on Detroit next month a 
week after the NBC meet. This is 
the segmentation sales. pattern 
evolved by CBS Radio prexy Ar- 
thur Hull Hayes (and previously 
put into effect when he was oper- 
ating KCBS in San Francisco)—a 
flat charge for time and program 
for five-minute segments of any 
15-minute strip show, night or day. 

Just which way NBC intends to 
go toward matching the CBS pat- 
terns remains to be seen. A lot is 
at stake for the NBC affiliates and 
the chances afe the Sept. 9 meet 
will invite a record turnout. 

Two days prior, the Executive 
Committee and the Affiliate Plan- 


eral meeting. These two commit- 
tees will then meet on Sept. 8 with 
the NBC’representatives to work 
out an agenda. 











(Continued on page 48) 
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Kool-Aid in Alaska 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

This summer’s record-break- 
ing heat apparently has spread 
pretty far north. 

Foote, Cone & Belding has 
set a radio saturation cam- 
paign on Alaska stations for 
Kool-Aid, a cooler soft drink 
powder, 


of 2 Ped il "29 by bOVA 94 





motion is that sales records in 
furniture and department stores 
prove Monday is one of the best 
sales days of the week. 


Thursday-at-9:30 period. 


work’s hopes of selling an hour 


atre” a couple months ago. 


lected while 


Thinking behind the Sunday pro- 





Fund for Republic 
Picks Top Scripts 


The Fund for the Republic, the 
$15,000,000 non-profit fdtindation 
designed to promote civil liberties.| 
and to combat racial prejudice, 
moved forward on two television 
fronts this week, announcing the 
winners in its. $29,000 scriptwrit- 
ing competition and setting Wash- 
ington Post cartoonist Herbert L. 
Block (Herblock) in a new series 
on current events. 


Seript contest, launched last 
spring, wound up yesterday (Tues.) 
when Burton and James Benjamin 
took the $5,000 first prize in the 
documentary category with “Pep- 
ito,” a play about the adjustment 
of a Puerto Rican youth during 
his first days in New York, and 
a $5,000 prize in the drama class 
to Mrs. Lildan Schoen Andrews 
for “The Conspirators,” based on 
the last days of the abolitionist 
editor Elijah Lovejoy. Second prize 
of $2,500 in the drama class went 
to Jo Sinclair, whose “We Can’t 
Be the First” deals with prejudice 
against Negroes in housing. Thrée 


(Continued on page 50) 


‘Name Same’ Runs For 
Cover; ABC-TV Gets It 
Off ‘$64,060’ Hook 


CBS-TV’s top-rated $64,000 
Question” has claimed its first 
casualty in the Tuesday night rat- 
ing battle. ABC-TV and “Name’s 
the Same” have given up the fight 
and the show is being moved from 
its opposite-“Question” Tuesday-at- 
10 berth to a Friday-at-10 position. 
The network is leaving the Tues- 
day time slot vacant for the time 
being, and the prospects of latch- 
ing onto a client to take the time 
are slim indeed. 


Switch was made in deference 
to the show’s client, Ralston-Pu- 
rina, which after a year of Monday 
night exposure, moved the show 
into the Tuesday period just a few 
weeks ago, about the same time 
“Question” hit the air. No one 
at that time anticipated the impact 
which “Question” would make. 
Shift to Friday means that “Down 
You Go,” originally slated for the 
Friday-at-10 post, goes into a 





“Down You Go” time assignment 
in turn spells an end to the net- 


dramatic show in the 9:30-10:30 
period vacated by “Pond’s The- 
Web 
had hoped to sell a Herb Brodkin- 
helmed dramatic series in the 
same time _ period, particularly 
since Brodkin has. a library of 
properties available which he col- 
doing the “Elgin 
before the waich sponso 


Hour” 
checked out in May 


ae | i 





weeks. The $1,060,000-plus com- 
prises both announcements-partici- 
pations and full program buys by 
38 bankrollers, “virtually all of 
them of national spot calibre. This 
in itself marks a change from the 
past, when most of the station’s 
business was local and a_ national 
advertiser was about as hard to 
find as an untinted spectacular. 
Moreover, of the 38 new clients 
14 are buying programs rather than 
spots, afother switch from the all- 
spot variety of business the outlet 
has enjoyed in the past. 

Outlet’s bullishness in its “new 
look” concept is reflected in the 
fact that two nationally-bankrolled 
shows have shifted over to the 
station in the past couple of weeks, 
the Brown Shoe-Mars Candy (Leo 
Burnett) “Buffalo Bill Jr.” from 
WCBS-TV and H. J. Heinz’s (Max- 
on) “Studio 57” from WABD. In 
addition, “I Led Three Lives,” 
which for the past year has been 
on WABC.-TY, has moved over to 
WPIX, with Simoniz as bankroller 
for the third-year series of 39 new 
films. 

It’s the syndicated films which 
form the bulwark of the new pro- 
gramming setup, with no less than 
45 half-hours of syndicated film 
on the station’s schedule from 
5 p.m. onward, seven nights a week, 
Outlet’s “Sunday Night Mystery 
Block” is full-up, and now in the 
works is a Wednesday night block. 
In addition, there’s a full slate of 
kidpix on Saturday afternoons 
along with*® the highly successful 
cross-the-board pattern of “Car- 
toon Comics,” “Clubhouse Gang” 
and “Ramar of the Jungle.” It’s 
these film shows, including such 
offbeat items as .“Confidential 
File,” “Seotland Yard,” “I Search 

(Continued on page 50) 


FC&B Billings At 
Peak $24,000,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Even with the loss of the $8,000,- 
000 Frigidaire account, gross tv 
billings of Foote, Cone & Belding 
have soared to an alltime peak of 
$24,000,000 annually, according to 
Don Belding, agency board chair- 
man. 

Most of tv income is from en- 
tirely new biz, Belding reports, 
whereas ad firm had no profits 
from video six years ago. 


Tums’ Nashua-Swaps 
‘Dream Race’ CBS-TV Buy 


The $100,000 winner-take-all 
“dream race” between Swaps and 
Nashua from Washington Park, 
Chicago, will be carried by CBS- 
TV next Wednesday (31) at 6-6:30 
p.m., with Tums having bought in 
yesterday (Tues.) as sponsor. Jack 
Drees will handle the race, while 
t’s reported the web is ‘bringing 
in Don Ameche to do the color. 
Judson Bailey will produce. 

Race will also be carried on 
CBS Radio, but so: far no spon- 
sorship has been set. Tums tv 
deal was handled through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 
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_ COMPLETE STORY 
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VARIETY ~ ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 














. VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 

: ‘ ‘ : responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. All Ghadinnd Gad seaibald ink ab teliiens (Alek, dilaietare; (Ch), children’as 


ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. ; (Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- (Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 


stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 
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TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JULY SHARE SETS IN | TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 

AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM - STA, RATING 
, KNXT (2), KRCA (4), KTLA (5), KABC (7); 

LOS ANGELES Approx. Set Count—1,985,000 Stations— Ky (9), KTTV (11), KCOP (13) . ° 
1. Waterfront (Adv)............ Matyv....% ear BECK Siceacs ios CO: CIEE 46 bw ce oe EEE eanewe ce) 47. 6 0% pera 8 Bot “See os Ce 5.6 
News Caravan...... inca CE Bis bk 5.6 
2. Badge 714 (Myst)............. yb RE Rae PG. <a bk eC ss Sat. 7:30-8:00 .......... WRT s 3's. 6s 5 ou $6... iS - 45.9|Harry Owens.............. KNXT ....... 8.3 
3. Life of Riley (Com).......... sg Se ee | RS eae Sat. @0-9:30. ic. ...... ss aeak sks See Se 50.3 |Spade Cooley..... Séto iw. . RILA S....:. 12.5 
4. I Led 3 Lives (@r)............KTTV.......... eer. ee Sat. 8:30-9:00 .......... 20.7 .. 22.05. 3. Be. 54.9 |Spade Cooley......... AE oy Fa a 13.4 
5. Science Ficticn Theatre (Adv) KTTV.......... A are: Ree Tues. 8:00-8:30 ......... en ss eee 54.6 | Place the Face........... we: ef Ge 12.5 
6. Life With Elizabeth (Com).... KTTV......... Ac) Serre Mon. 8:30-9:00 ......... | Saas GOR... eee 63.8 | Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.... KNXT ....... 11.3 
7. Annie Oakley (W)............ Mee Ochaks occa: COE... ccomee. Tues. 7:00-7:30 ......... . | Peers BO... tele 40.1 | Dangerous Assignment...... KCOP ....... 6.3 
8. Amos ’n’ Andy (Com)......... J 8 ge, Se CM is «ss ae = Fri. 7:00-7:30 — . acc. etd UL. ing cen » 4 :...,00.. S312¢G@ewhboy G-Rien..<... Ph os MORIN cc oenst 4.3 
9. Superman (Adv) ............ yg ee ae Figgas... .dses:.: Sat. 7:00-7:90... 6. ee Bee. 0s eee OG... cen 34.2-|Hometown Jamboree.......KTLA ....... 6.9 
I Am the Law (Myst)........ RTLA fee i... Wil ss oe ea: Tues. 8:30-9:00 ......... I SS Shs. eee 58.4 | First Run Movie........... ECores..-. 11.4 
BOSTON Approx. Set Count—1,250,000 Stations—WBZ (4), WNAC (7) 
1. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) WNAC......... yA PPE. ro Tues. 10:30-11:00 ....... eee or -: Sa 40.1 | Eddie Cantor........ SESS o.c WBZ ised... 5.2 
2. Ellery Queen (Myst).......... WNAG.. «5é6 3% Pino nate eaeks Sun, 10:30-11:00 ........ _ 3 SR SE Her 29.2.| Life Begins at 80.......... WBZ ........ 6.4 
3. I Led 3 Lives (Dr)...........WNAC..... Gk ieee dak chs a deee ns Mon. 7:00-7:30 ......... pt RA ee ana TED! 27.0} Annie Oakley........ cece. « Wake upistes Cx 5.4 
1 Nightly Newsteller.......WBZ ......... 5.4 
4. Range Rider (W)............. WBZ site. Fee GPih ws ones 65u5S Sun. 7:00-7230 .......... 3s 7 per ee eee 27.3 | Feature Film....... coctece WMALD wcccess 8.5 
Badge 714 (Myst)........... WNAC......... PECs c swe ane es Wed. 6:30-7:00 ......... SUE aaceee as Osis fe tue 26.1 | News—Victor Best.......+, WBZ ....... le 
‘ Hopalong Cassidy........ WBZ ........ 71 
6. Bosten Blackie (Myst)........ WHACK is 554.55 MN si ca uk 0s os 010 Fri. 10:30-11:00 ........ Is oa sv oes ME escccs we OR Bp a a WHE... deus 23.9 
7. Foreign Intrigue (Ady)....... WBZ. ......26:: Naa a . . 0 55's Mon. 10:30-11:00 ....... BOT sk 5 cucu be Re 32.5|Summer Theatre........... WAC. ..cives 17.3 
8. Patti Page (Mus)............ WOES <5 ces Screen Gems...... Mon. 7:45-8:00. ......... si 8 Bete eae PSS 25.6 | News Caravan............. WHE os «deans 12.5 
9. Lone Wolf (Myst)............ WAGs x8 08 pa SSS ere Sat. 10:30-11:00 ........ SBS. iN scat MMe ec 80d 23.4 | Your Play Time.......... Se, | ERR 10.7 
10. Superman (Ady) ............ ea Flamingo.......... Fee eee r-00 owt. ues BUI 2 back Ss Gk cc on 23.9 | News—Victor Best......... , YR Gee 11.3 
> : it , oy yy ye Me T. . katan 11.3 
CLEVELAND Approx. Set Count—1,050,000 Stations—WNBK (3), WEWS (5), WXEL (8) 
1. Badge 714 (Myst)............ Wiles isi... po Tues. 8:30-9:00 ......... | a | Sea 34.1 | Arthur Murray Party....... WNBK ..i.55 10.1 
2. Racket Squad (Myst)......... WEWS....>.... MRS «6 cEX eed «6s > Fri. 10:00-10:30 ........ PA Saar 36.2 | Undercurrent ............. WXEL ....... 11.9 
3. Sherlock Holmes (Myst)... ... MS ong gate | SEES” SS Mon. 10:30-11:00 ....... RES «ss MC See so od 38.2 |\Summer Theatre........... WXEL ....... 10.7 
4. I Led 3 Lives (Dr)........... Weis cacao ss Sad SS Rea Fri. 10:30-11:00 ........ ee - ae 35.5 |I Am the Law....... cheeses MEWS. ..eave 14.2 
5. I Am the Law-(Myst)........ io See re Fri. 10:30-11:00 ........ ee Mic cued 35.5 | I Led 3 Lives...... Sour wes 5 8 15.9 
6. Ramar of the Jumgle (Adv) ..WNBK.........  . SRR ere Thurs. 6:00-6:30 ........ | ay ee 23.2 | Little Rascals.........+...+ Wews ....... 10.4 
7. Mr. District Attorney (Myst). WXEL......... eR Sek Tie, 200-6:30 | 5s. As oes SHED ite ee 21.3 | Place the Face............- WNBEK ....6 6.2 
8. Range Rider (W). ............ . 2, SSS eae SG bo 3 ened SOROS Sem -00-7:90  .. 2. . abe SS > ae 19.6 | People Are Funny.......... os wee 6.8 
9. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv)....WNBK......... ns os oka cones Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ........ a PE mee Giece Bid... 2. ica euaeees WFAEL, uses 41 
10. Waterfront (Adv)............ MEE: assis oss SS Grn. sass ee Wed. 7:00-7:30 ~......... 3 ae = 19.0; Uncommon Valor.......... WNBK ....... 5.9 

i 
DAYTON Approx. Set Count —640,000 .  Stations—WLW-D (2), WHIO (7) 
1. Waterfront (Adv).......... % Pe ee MA Wane s peeeees Sat. 9:30-10:00 ......-. Mss isa oad OO... slices 38.6 | Your Play Time:.....ciccees WLW-D .>.... 11.5 
2. Badge 714 (Myst)............ > Ee PR ner Sat. 10:30-11:00 ....... Ea B0;....¢.. 6c: SS | Bemhes &. Co cinicceeeesces WLW-D ..... 11.5 
3. Man Behind the Badge (Myst) WHIO ......... GHEN ois aea os vec Fri. 9:30-10:00 ......... Te Gace aay Oka... 271 ds 31.5 | So This Is Hollywood....... WLW-D ...... 10.8 
4. Mr. District Atterney (Myst) WLW-D........ BE cite care os ae Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ TOS : . ees sca DEF ica co 46.8 | US Steel Hour........ ahs s EE eat hees 23.5 
5. Science Fiction Theatre (Ady) \WLW-D........ BO. Sook Sateen Sk8 Sat.10:00-10:30 ........ Ol ee are | a 34.9 | Theatre at Home........... . ) ¢ SRP RRA 12.3 
6. Racket Squad (Myst)......... | Oe BROS ces cc oe Tues. 10:15-10:45 ....... SER oak ss sb ks NRE rE 30.1 | Runyon at Night........... WLW:-D ..... 10.4 
: - pS BS Ui aaa Sage WLW-D ...... 10.4 
7. Hit “Ca I eis vccd ces WLW-D... ce MO bei si 28st ee ms :0085 330... ec. OO 6 ike < «dl me. K sxe 26.5 | Sunday Lucy Show......... TE ov cccks 10.8 
8. Ellery Queen (Myst)......... EBD. oo ox 's hoes PI. odes sexes eae Bee BOr Re 1G... on ceoe- | FS ee ee 26.9 | Runyon at Night........... WLW-D ...... 10.0 
SUMMERS, |. kite-'> wid. nomena WLW-D ..... 10.0 
9. Liberace (Mus)..............- WLW-D .iisiue: SR 2 sce ots Sat. 10:30-11:00 ........ ER pak ES a eT SOR ee Iss cewoccaeews WHIO ....... 21.6 
Follow That Man (Adv)....... WHE: viveea seu ot Sigg SB ee Pe Re ale Sun. 10:15-19:45: ........ 3 SS ae WE i ee 23.7 | Theatre Tonight........... WLW-D ..... 10.7 
Break the Bank.......... WLW-D ...... 10.7 
MPLS.-ST. PAUL Approx. Set Count—515,000 Stations—WCCO (4);KSTP (5), KEYD (9), WTCN (11) 
1. Mr. District Attormey (Myst) KSTP.......... Psa bev ebecs ssa Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ....... eee wis bas nto Whack khxaatn 38.4 | Variety Show.......... Ae 8 ee 5.3 
2. Badge 714 (Myst)............ WOE ilies on Gaon eG Bia Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ ee S66 Bee ius Ms ae Ck hae $5.71 Burns & Allen... ....cccces We eos 14.0 
3. Lone Wolf (Myst)............ Wet... oda an Re ok BRS 54 0 0 Wels Sun. 8:30-9:00 .......... BUND aula eke oc REE eet 33.2 |Red Owl Theatre........... _ ) o i sara 8.1 
4. I Led 3 Lives (Dr)........°. ) ty , Sire eae EE yo UGE, DINO. 6 osc cs ss. BMesk dieess We. s és Fea 44.5|Damon Runyon Theatre.... WCCO ...... 21.1 
5. Follow That Man (Adv)...... KSTP.......... BE eg og oat Fri. 9:30-10:00 ......... BO Sowa ae Pe ae? oe a me PEO 5. 6 Oo ko ee aan Aaa 12.1 
5. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WCCO......... CSN Tie oad sc ace Wee PO eck awe woes I Ry Ae Reo a ats Py) SS eee, eee =e 11.7 
7. Racket Squad (Myst)......... BRAS DO eek oo iG 6 cs 8 Tues. 10:30-11:00 ....... SR gag ede Rs cig a 18.9 | Tomorrow's News.......... co Ta 2.3 
Weather; Dick Enroth.... WCCO ...... 2.3 
8. Life of Riley (Mom).......... BEE 5 d's > 0d bate PRR AR ae saa os Oe RED  ikvcceaies aay eo seekd SRE AS 38.3 |Star Showcase ............ , « ) Ge 15.1 
Soldiers of Fortune (Adv).... VWCCO......... oO RG a ae Sun. 8:00-8:30 .«....... BO ida ss oes STS Bilas + oa 28.6 | Break the Brnk............ WEE ‘stcens 6.4 
16. City Detective (Myst)......... a as BORE. dowecsc ie Gus Wed. 8:30-0:00 ........-. BO oink vad es 42.6 | Wed. Night Fights.......... . » po sree ee 17.9 
Ringside Roundtable..... TUNE Geeess > 17.9 
‘ oe 
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I LED THREE LIVES 


RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE (Sat) © 


CITY DETECTIVE 
CITY DETECTIVE 


peer Sponsorship 


Full Sponsorship 


Alternate Sponsorship 


Alternate Sponsorship 


SOLD. on WPIX 


SIMONIZ 


QUAKER CITY CANDY 


_ GENERAL ELECTRIC 
PAUL MASSON WINES 


LIFE WITH FATHER Full Sponsorship BUITONI SPAGHETTI 
DIONE LUCAS (Fri) Full Sponsorship BUITONI SAUCES 
DIONE LUCAS (Thurs) Full Sponsorship MARTINI & ROSSI 
DIONE LUCAS (Mon) Full Sponsorship BROOKLYN UNION GAS 


SAN FRANCISCO BEAT 
ELLERY QUEEN 
CONFIDENTIAL FILE 


half hours 


NMOVING to WwPIX 


STUDIO 57 (From WABD) 
BUFFALO BILL JR. (From WCBS) 


half hours 


PAUL MASSON - WINES : 


CARTER PRODUCTS 
GOLD SEAL 


Alternate Sponsorship 
Alternate Sponsorship 
Full Sponsorship 





HEINZ 57 
MARS CANDY-BROWN SHOE 


Full Sponsorship 
Full Sponsorship 











HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN 


Alternate Only 


Full or Alternate 


CLUBHOUSE GANG COMEDIES 
(Sat & Sun Only) 


AVAILABLE on wP1x 


Full or Alternate 


I LED THREE LIVES ; OVERSEAS ADVENTURE Full or Alternate 
SAN FRANCISCO BEAT Alternate Only : DIONE LUCAS (Tues & Wed Only) Full or Alternate 
ELLERY QUEEN AlternateOnly THE WHISTLER Full or Alternate 
I SEARCH FOR ADVENTURE Full or Alternate MY HERO (Robert Cummings) Full or Alternate 
SCOTLAND YARD Fullor Alternate > VICTORY AT SEA Full or Alternate 
BOSTON BLACKIE Fullor Alternate: + DUFFY'S TAVERN Full or Alternate 
ABBOTT AND COSTELLO Fullor Alternate $ © RINGABUK (Hour) Full or Alternate 


IT’S NICE TO BE 


A Few Participations available in LIBERACE and RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE 


IN GOOD COMPANY... 


and the place 


to be seen in ’55-’56 . WPIXx &€ 


Represented by Free & Peters 
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Putting a Show Into Syndication - 
Today Riskier Than Ever: Thayer 


By DAVE KAUFMAN + 


VARIETY 


Ist-Run Syndication’ - 
Policy on “Jungle Jim’ 

A Screen Gems Switch 

Sereen Gems, which has made a 

policy of refraining from selling 
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Britain's ITP Sets $1,750,000 In 
US. Vidpx Sales, Distribution Deals 








London, Aug. 23. 








Hollywood, Aug. 23. 


There’s a “slight depression” in 
the vidpix syndication field these 
days, as the w market is glutted 
with network film shows going into 
reruns, it’s asserted by Guy V. 
Thayer Jr., exec v.p. of Roland 
Reed Productions. 

Thayer’s pessimistic statement 
is verified in a DAILY VARIETY sur- 
vey which discloses of 80 telefilm 
series in production now or »be- 
ing readied, only about half a 
dozen are syndicated starters, and 
three of those have web hookups. 


Thayer said he and Reed don’t 
plan to make amymore “Water- 
front” telepix when they’ve com 
pleted their 78 in September, de- 
spite the fact the series is selling 
well. ‘“We’ve got too much money 
tied up. We have between $700,- 
000 and $800,000 tied up in ‘Water- 
front’ and ‘Rocky Jones, Space 
Ranger.’ We're planning several 
new series, but are looking for a 
national sale.” 


Thayer estimated that on “Wa- 
terfront,” which went into - pro- 
duction in February of 1954, the 
company won't hit. the break-even 
point until next year at this time. 
He said $1,900,000 was invested in 
production, but that in addition 
there is a 35% distribution charge 
plus advertising and other items, 
so that the series must gross $3.- 
' 100,000 before producers are off 
the hook. “The bank loans you 
60% of your production budget, 
but you’ve got to come up with 
the rest, and this means you wait 
a long time for your money. 


“It’s suicide today to put a show. 
into syndication unless you’ve got 
at least one or two big regional 
deals, or a national sale. But there 
are many sponsors who prefer to 
buy first-runs rather than reruns, 
and there is a great field for syn- 
dicated product providing it can 
be made for a price, with basic 
sets so that costs are small. 


“Right now, with shows such as 
‘My Little Margie,’ Ray Milland 
and Stu Erwin being offered on 
the syndication, they’re driving 
down the price of tv films. Many 
of these rerun shows are being 
bought on a multiple -basis, and as- 
suming sponsors exercise their op- 
tions, this means many advertisers 
are tied up for two or three years 
with such a series: It all adds up 
to less for the producer in syndi- 
eation.” 


An MCA-TV Film Syndication 
spokesman also said conditions in 
the field today leave much to be 
desired. Unlike Thayer, he did 
not blame it on reruns being tossed 
into the market, but said it was 
more and more difficult to get a 


good price on tv pix these days.. 


A regional sponsor would be lined 
up before his firm shot any new 
series, he added. 


Ziv TV, which heretofore has 
confined its activities to syndicated 
product, in disclosyrng recently it 
plans five new series, said at the 
the same time it’s gearing those 
series for national sales, marking 
a departure from previous prac- 
tice at Ziv. 


Adventists Roll 

Ist Vidpix Seri 

Hollywod, Aug. 23. 
Two pilot«films for a proposed 
Seventh Day Adventist telefilm 
series have been completed, pro- 
ducer Ralph Winters disclosed 
last week. If present plans ma- 
ture, the series filmed by non-profit 
Lamplight Productions will be of- 


fered stations sometime after first 
of year. 


Penny Edwards, Winters’ wife, 
and a former 20th-Fox and Repub- 
lic pactee who gave up her thespic 
career last year to enter church 
work, delivers opening and closing 
Biblical and religious ‘“commer- 
cials.” Series written by Winters 
from original scripts by Pastor 
George E. Vandaman features 
talks by pastor with illustrative 
film clip cut-ins. Winters, an ex- 
Marine pilot and former casting di- 
rector at RKO and Ziv TV Pro- 
grams, plans additional dramatie 
non-video productions for the Ad- 
ventists, 








‘With Father” 
| via Official Films, 


OF Expands Board 


Official Films has increased the | 


size of its board of directors from 
six to eight, adding boerd mem- 
bers Lee Moselle and Robert Burn- 
heim. Moselle is Official’s general 
counsel; Burnheim is a New York 
realtor and partner in Burnham 
Realty Co, 

Official prez Hal Hackett contin- 
ues as board chairman. 


Heavy Sked For 
DuM Electronicam 


Some of the execs who expect 
to be @ttached to the new DuMont 
Broadeasting Corp. are unhappy 
that they can’t keep the Electron- 
icam under their roof. They say 
the live-film camera is’ following 
its predicted healthy profit pattern 


and would look good on the books 
of the. new corporation. In the ‘past 
week, three more shows inked to 





go into production under Werner 


Michel, director of Electronicam 
production. 

Lambert Pharmacal has firmed 
to shoot 105 Les Paul and Mary 
Ford five-minuters. The Disabled 
American Veterans group, which 
sponsored a radio series for sev- 
eral years on Mutual, has inked to 


‘jjense via Electronicam the first two 


one-hour films in a series of 13. 
Pix will be of variety type, and will 
be distribbed via national spot. 
Warren Wade, who has shot one 
“Broadway TV Theatre” with the 
two-way machine, has booked to 
shoot another. Contracts call for 
fall starts. 

Additionally, on the upcoming 
production roster for the Michel 
crews is “Modern Romances,” the 
Stark-Layton package which was 
postponed because of the Screen 
Actors Guild strike. The Jackie 
Gleason showcasing is in produc- 
tion too. 


BALABAN IN ABC-TV 
EXIT TO JOIN EDELMAN 


Bill Balaban is exiting his post 
as director of the closed-circuit de- 
partment at ABC-TV to join Low 
Edelman’s telefilm production op- 
eration on’ the Coast as assistant 
to producer Robert F. Sisk on the 
“Wyatt Earp” series. As such, he 
won’t cut his ABC ties completely, 
since the network has an owner- 
ship stake in the telepixers, which 
bow this fall under Parker Pen- 
General Mills sponsorship. 

Balaban started with the network 
at WBKB in Chicago, moving to 
New York with John H. Mitchell, 
presently v.p. in charge of the tv 
net, when Mitchell was transferred 
from WBKB to-head up WABC-TV, 
the flagship in N. Y. After a stint 
as assistant program chief of 
WABC-TV, Balaban was _ trans- 
ferred to the network program de- 
partment -several months ago to 
head up the fledgling closed-circuit 
department, handling sales and 
production. His duties will prob- 
ably be assumed by eastern tv pro- 
gram director Dick Depew. 


Defender’ to Interstate 
For Rerun Distribution 


Hal Roach Jr., has handed over 
rerun 
“Public Defender” series to Inter- 
state TV, the Allied Artists tele- 
film subsidiary. It’s a straight 
distribution deal with guarantees 
on the Reed Hadley starrer, and 
marks the second Roach property 
to fall under the Interstate dis- 
tribution domain, first being -the 
“Little Rascals” series, “which 
Roach bought out from his father 
several months ago.. 

Roach has wiped the slate of 
rerun properties scheduled 
syndication clean with the 








“De- 


distribution 





distribution rights on his | 





its telefilm properties in syndica- 
tion on a firstrun basis, has sud- 


denly done an about-face by put- |] 


ting its new “Jungle Jim” series 
into the syndicated marts. Custom- 
ary practice is to put a new prop- 
erty up for national sale, syndicat- 
ing only reruns and non-network 
markets, and if no national sale 
is upcoming) quitting production 
after a pilot or two. For the first 
time, however, SG is going ahead 
without a national sale, continuing 
production on “Jim” and selling it 
on a syndicated basis. 

Columbia Pictures subsid has al- 
ready racked up some $250,000 in 
longterm sales on the series in 
nine markets. It’s had the Johnny 
Weismuller: starrer on the street 
for only two weeks since abandon- 
ing hopes of a national deal. 





Favorite Husband 


Switches to Film 


Hollywoed, Aug. 23. 

Latest tv series making. the 
switch from live to film is “My Fa- 
vorite Husband,” with Desilu to 
film 13 episodes beginning this 
week. Director will be Eddie Buz- 
zell, recently signed by CBS-TV. 

Show, dropped last season, grabs 
the most sought-after time slot in 
tv next semester, the half-hour fol- 
lowing “$64,000 Question” Tuesday 
night on CBS. Frigidaire sponsors 
series which will go on the air 
Oct. 4. ; 

Vanessa Brown will have femme 
lead, in role exited by Joan. Cav}l- 
field, while Barry Nelson. will. con- 
tinue as male lead. Producer is 
Edmund Hartmann. Vidfilms go 
into production next week. 


Protestant Co-Op Filming 
Doxology, Gloria Patri 


As TV Hymnscriptions 


Atlanta, Aug. 23. 

Protestant Radio & Television 
Centre located here and owned co- 
operatively and on a non-profit 
basis by Episcopal, Lutheran, Pres- 
byterian and Methodist dendmina- 
tions is turning out filmed “Hymn- 
scriptions” running two minutes. 
They are standard church rituals 
like the Doxology and Gloria Patri 
plus recited benedictions, etc. ren- 
dered by the Fellowship Quartet. 

Television stations are offered 
the material ‘as filler and sign-on, 
sign-off material for station-pro- 
duced religious programs. This is 
believed to be the only stock Prot- 
estant religioso footage of its kind 
available. 


HUBBARD, ZIV SETTLE 
$500,000 ‘D.A.’ SUIT 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

Stan Hubbard, KSTP-TV presi- 
dent, has settled favorably out of 
court his suit against Ziv Televi- 
sicn for $500,000 damages or spe- 
cific performance of an alleged 
verbal agreement to extend for 26 
weeks the station's present “Dis- 
trict Attorney” pact expiring next 
Oct. 20. ; 

After allegedly promising him 
verbally to continue to sell “Dis- 
trict Attorney” to KSTP-TV for 
another 26-week period, Hubbard 
claimed in his anticipatory breach 
of contract action that the Ziv 
salesman here informed him the 
show would go instead to com- 
peting WCCO-TV because the lat- 
ter was willing to pay $50 .more 
a week than KSTP-TV’s $400. 


Chas. Levy’s. New Setup 


Charles L. Levy, who resigned 
several weeks ago as_ publicity 
chief‘ of Walt Disney Productions 
and Buena Vista after 12 years 











‘with the Disney firms to branch 
lout on his own, will<embraee tele- 





vision as well as pix in his new 
setup. Levy this week signed as 


; ‘special consultant on advertising, | 
or 


>_9 
‘Long John’s’ L.A. Sale 
Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 
“Long John Silver” teleseries 
starring Robert Newton, produced 
by Joseph Kaufman in Australia, 
has. been purchased by KABC-TV 
for first local showing on channel’s 
new “Operation Blockbuster.” 
“Blockbuster” will occupy daily 
hour following upcoming cross-the- 
board ABC-TV “Mickey Mouse 


Club,” starting Oct. 4. 
t ; 





‘Man & Medicine’ 
Texas-Made Vidpix 


Houston, Aug. 23. 

A project which may mean na- 
tional distribution for a local tv 
series conceived and produced here 
was started here in the studios of 
KPRC-TV. : 

An episode of “Man and Medi- 
cine,” a public service series of 
last season, was kinescoped to serve 
as a pilot film for several major 
pharmaceutical companies _ which 
are interested in sponsoring the 
series, :*> 

The episode, “Breath of Life,” 
was kinescoped by a KPRC-TV 
crew directed by Bruce Kelly with 
equipment rented from KUHT-TV, 
the U. of Houston outlet. Kelly 
directed the original series. 

The 13-episode series will be 
produced by the Texas Academy of 
Science, The U. of Texas Medical 
Branch. and the Medical Research 
Foundation of Texas in cooperation 
with KPRC-TV. If and when the 
series is sold the entire profits will 
be turned over to the Medical Re- 
search Foundation. : 

Dan Carlos Miller is writer an 
publisher of the program. For each 
episode in the series, the appropri- 
ate specialist will act as the co- 
author. 


START ROLLING SDG’S 
$2,600,000 SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Hal Roach Jr., and the Screen 
Directors’ Guild today (Tues.) 
launch their new Screen Directors 
Playhouse telepix program for 
Eastman Kodak sponsorship, re- 
ported to cost $2,600,000. A total 
of 52 subjects, directed by SDG 
members, will be turned out at 
an average cost of $50,000 per 
segment. Initialer will appear over 
NBC-TV on Oct. 5. 

Leo McCarey and Frank Bor- 
zage will meg the first two vid- 
films, “Meet the Governor” and 
“Day Is Done,” respectively. For- 
mer stars Herb Shriner and Bar- 
bara Hale, latter Rory Calhoun 
and Bobby Driscoll. McCarey 
shoves off on his second, “Tom 
and Jerry,” starring Louis Jour- 
dan, on Friday (26). 


Fox Exits ‘Waterfront’ 
For ‘Harbor Inn’ Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
M. Bernard Fox, producer of the 
“Waterfront” vidpix series for Ro- 
land Reed: Productions, is bowing 
out of his connection with Reed 
upon completion of the series. Five 








chapters of. “Waterfront” remain ; 


for completion of series. _ 

~ Fox is currently prepping “Har- 
bor Inn,” a new vidpix series with 
a format similar to the ‘‘Water- 
front” series. 


SG’s Coast Expansion | 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

: Screen Gems, in an expansion 

of its activities, has opened a new 

35-office building near its head- 





publicity and sales promotion for | quarters on the Columbia lot. This 


;Cinema-Vue Productions. 
fender” dea}, having previously set | 
“My Little Margie” and “Trouble | by Joe Smith following his de- ! subsidiary. 
deals | parture from Guild Films, where | 
jhe. was syndicated sales v.p. 


Cinema-Vue has been reactivated 


la 


brings to a total of 70 the number 


of offices occupied by Col -telepix'| 


New quarters are converted from | 
former apartment house, 


‘en 





In exactly one year since the 
organization was formed, Incor- 
porated Television Program Co. 
has concluded vidpic distribution 
deals in the United States valued 
at over $1,750,000, with a potential 
return of at least $3,500,000. De- 
tails of the achievement were 
given at a press conference to cele- 
brate the first birthday and to an- 
nounce the appointment of Jack 
Solomons, Britain’s ace boxing pro- 
moter, as its adviser. 

ITP, which at the time of its 
formation made an unsuccessful 
bid to become a program contractor 
for the new commercial tv web, 
has since acquired a substantial 
holding in Associated Broadcasting 
Co., which will operate the London 
station on weekends and the Bir- 
mingham transmitter on weekdays. 
The outfit is headed by Prince 
Littler, as chairman, and Val Pare 
nell, the Palladium boss, as man- 
aging director, and the board in- 
cludes Hugh Beaumont, Lew & 
Leslie Grade, Phil and Sid Hyams, 
Harry .Alan Towers, John  S. 
Schlesinger and anne Warner. 

Despite its strong financial link 
with the ABC network, ITP is 
offering its programs to rival webs 
and has. atready closed several 
deals with Associated-Rediffusion, 
the weekday programmers for the 
London station. 

Already they have promoted 
four film series, three of which 
have been acquired in America. 
“The Adventures of Robin Hood,” 
with Richard Greene starred in the 
title role, will be aired on the ABC 
station on Sunday afternoons. This 
series has been sold to CBS in 
America and another deal has 
been comcluded for Canada. U. S. 
and Canadian rights have report- 
edly earned the company $1,250,-' 
000. The programs, produced by 
Hannah Weinstein, are the subject 
of a special promotion campaign, 
and 65 U. S. tv scribes are coming. 
to London at the end of the month 
at the invitation of the American 
sponsors. 

A second series, “The Adven- 
tures of the Scarlet Pimpernel,” 
starring Marius Goring, are to be 
aired ovér the A-R network, while 
the “Theatre Royal” half-hour 
plays will be featured on the ABC 
Sunday night schedule. The last 
two series are being syndicated 
throughout the U. S. A fourth se- 
ries is “TV Playhouse,” produced 
by H. M. Tennent and Towers of 
London. 

Live programs being promoted 
by ITP include “Sunday Night. at 
the Palladium,” “The Lights of 
London” and a half-hour musical 
feature, “Saturday Showtime” a 
vaude package, “‘The Jack Jackson 
Show.”’ which will originate from 
the Embassy Club, and a fortnight- 
ly boxing program which will be 
supervised by Jack Solomons. “‘The 
Lights of London” and the boxing 
programs will be leased via A-R. 


Liv Pacts Nine 


New Latino Deals 


Ziv, already well entrenched in 
the Latin American market with its 
dubbed telepix, closed nine more 
deals over the past few weeks 
covering the new Mexican stations 
in’ Monterey and Guadalajara, 
Mexico City, Caracas, Havana and 
San Juan. Biggest deals were with 
Sears Roebuck, which though one 
of the largest retailers in Mexice 
hasn’t used tv there yet. 

Sears bought Ziv's “Science Fic- 
tion Theatre” for Mexico City and 
the new Monterey outlet, which 
opened Aug. 10, and also bought 
“Boston. Blackie” for a run in 
Caracas. Phillips of the Nether- 
lands picked up ‘Favorite Story for 
Monterey and Guadalajara, which 
is scheduled to go on the air in 
October.” In Havana, J. Uppman 
bought “Mr.. District Attorney.” 
while Tropical Beer signed up 
“Science Fiction Theatre.” Nabisco 





picked up reruns on “The Unex- 


pected” for San. Juan. In Caracas, 
Standard Brands bought “Cisco 
Kid,” American Tobacco signed for 


i“The Unexpected” and. Venezuela 


de Tobacco bought “Science Fic- 
tion.” 
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L.A. Using 100 Syndicated Series 


Some interesting statistics covering the extensiveness of use. of 
syndicated programs, availability of types of syndicator product and 


the time. clearance 


situation are offered in a sales presentation by 


ABC Film Syndication covering the. syndication field in general. 
ABC reports there are nearly 200 series available in the half-hour 
category alone, and lists 30 general drama, 28 adventure, 25 mys- 
tery, 21 comony. 16 musical variety and 13 children’s shows, plus 
an undetailed list of sports, westerns, documentaries, educational, 
quiz shows, travel, variety and religious programs. 
In use of syndicated shows, ABC breaks down 14 major markets 


representing 46.1% of total U. S. 


television shows. It reports that 


Los Angeles uses 100 syndicated films weekly, Denver 70, San 
Francisco 65, New York 65, Chicago 50, Washington 50, Salt Lake 
City 40, Columbus 35, Atlanta 35, St. Louis 35, Philadelphia 35, 
Milwaukee 35, Cincinnati 30 and Boston 30. 

On the matter of station clearance, ABC maintains that “when 
top programs are offered, stations clear time, even in the so-called 
‘tight’ markets,” and offers as proof the fact that 71% of the cur- 


rent “Racket Squad” telecasts are between 7:30 and 10 p-m. 
ic clearan¢es for its shows, with “Racket” on 


then points at 


It 


WMCT in Memphis Sunday at 9:30 and KWK-TV in St. Louis on 
Thursday at 9:30; “Passport to. Danger” on KDKA in Pittsburgh 
Wednesday at 9:30, ba in Louisville on Thursday at 7:30, 


WBTV in Charlotte T 


on Thursday at 9. “Do 


at B and WFBM-TV in Indianapolis 
Fairbanks Presents” is on KDKA-TV 


Wednesday at 8:30 and on Recah in St. Louis Wednesday at 


9:30. 





Writers Guild Wants to Make Like 
SAG With Upped Telepix Repayments 





Hollywood, Aug? 23. 

Alliance of Television Film Pro- 
ducers, which just signed a new 
contract with-the Screen Actors 
Guild, thus ending a 12-day-old 
strike, next faces upped demands 
from Writers Guild of America 
West, whose negotiating commit- 
tee is now working on proposals. 
WGAW, it was learned, will seek 
generally the same type of agree- 
ment it reached with major vid- 
filmeries last May, wherein mini- 
mums were upped all along the 
line. Talks with the Alliance begin 
in September. 

Although the writers, in disclos- 
ing the major deal last spring, 
said the telefilmeries had signed 
with the guild, the deal hasn’t yet 
been signatured because “the law- 
yers are still working on it.” A 
new pact with the majors is due 
to be renegotiated this fall, and 
unless the barristers hurry it up, 
the May agreement won't be 


signed by the time new negotia-- 


tions begin. 

Writers now receive a total of 
150% of the original payment in 
rerum coin, and it’s expected they 
will seek a hike in their talks with 
the Alliance. 

Under the present Alliance- 
WGAW pact, writers get 25% for 
the third and fourth runs; 25% 
for the fifth and sixth runs, and 
so on up to and including the 12th 
run, for the total of 150%. But a 
number of writers have indicated 
the guild will seek to increase the 
rerun situation. SAG’s success in 
eliminating that cuffo second run, 
obtaining 35° for it in its new 

(Continued on page 41) 


2506 Sales On © 
ABC-TV-Rank Pix 


With five additional sales in the 
bag in the past week on its “An- 
niversary Package” of 15 J. Ar 
thur Rank features, ABC Film 
Syndication has hit the $250,000 
mark on the package in only three 
weeks of selling. Group of films 





is part of the 35 Rank features 


which ABC acquired, keeping 20 
for network firstruns and handing 
over the “Anniversary” 15 to its 


syndication arm for station-by-sta- 
tion sale. 


Quarter-of-a-million mark has 
been reaehed on the basis of only 
nine sales, but all in key markets. 
Five new deals are with WJAR-TV 
in Providence, KLZ-TV in Denver, 
WFAA-TV in Dallas, an unnamed 
buyer in Milwaukee and KTVH in 
Hutchinson, Kans. Films had pre- 
viously been. sold to WCBS-TV, 
N.Y.; KTVT, Salt Lake City; 
KOMO-TV, Seattle and KRON- 
TV, San Francisco. 








NBC’s Xmas Day ‘Heidi’ 


NBC-TV is negotiating a deal 
with London Films for a one-time 
presentation of its “Heidi” pic of 
several-years-ago vintage. 

_ Plan is té give the film a network 
exposure on Christmas morning. 


Full Breakdown Of 
New SAG-Producer 


Terms on Telepix 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Complete details of the new con- 
tract between the Screen Actors 
Guild and the Alliance of Televi- 
sion Film Producers, inked last 
week, have been disclosed follow- 
ing ratification by the SAG mem- 
bership at a meeting at Hollywood 
Legion Stadium. 

For the first time, actors will 
receive coin for second-runs of vid- 
films, with producers granting 35% 
on the second showing, thus ending 
the crucial deadlock which resulted 
in the strike. Producers who pre- 
viously paid residuals on third to 
sixth runs only objected from the 
start to paying any rerun coin on 
the second-run, while the guild was 
equally insistent there should be 
no more cuffo ride for that show- 
ing. In addition, instead of a 50% 
rerun for the third and fourth 
showings, producers will now pay 
30% on the third run, and 25% 
on the fourth time round. They 
also will pay 25% on each of the 
fifth and sixth runs, the sixth run 
coin covering any subsequent runs. 


SAG cracked down on what it 
feels has been a rerun abuse by 
including in the new pact a pro- 
vise nixing any advance buyout of 
residual payments for all day play- 
ers and for other players up: to 
double the minimum rate. Under 
the old pact it was possible for a 
player drawing $200 a day, for ex- 
ample to learn later that actualiy 

(Continued on page 41) 


FORD’S ‘YELLOW ROSE’ 
AS ’56 CAR THEME 


Ford is in the process of shoot- 
ing its filmed commercials for next 
season’s specs (“Producers Show- 
ease” on NBC-TV and “Ford Star 
Jubilee” on CBS-FV). 


Theme tune of all the commer- 
cials is “Yellow Rose of Texas,” 
the Mitch Miller hit platter for 
Columbia Records. Lyrics, of 
course, will be themed to the Ford 
"36 car. 














610 107 HIKE 
IN VIDPIX PROD. 


Telefilm production costs can be 
expected to go up between 6 and 
10% by the end of the year as 
the result of the new Screen Actors 
Guild-contract and other imminent 
labor hikes. That’s the opinion of 


Milton Gordon, president of Televi-_ 


sion Programs of America, who 
also forsees as one of the effects 
of the SAG contract a “two-way 
stretch” in the syndication field 
which will see new _ properties 
hard-put to show a profit but cur- 
rent films on the market. enjoying 
a greater margin of profit. 


Basis of Gordon’s forecast of in- 
creased production costs is not only 
the 35% second-run payment to 
SAG members and the hike in min- 
imum daily pay scales, but demands 
from other unions which will soon 
be presented to . Among 
them is the demand from ITATSE 
cameramen’s local for a 5% share 
in gross telefilm receipts and up- 
coming negotiations with other 
technicians, both on above and be- 
low-the-line levels. 


Since the SAG 35% rerun clause 
is not retroactive and applies only 
to current and future production, 
Gordon believes that in-the-ca” 
product will not be forced upward 
pricewise and that sales conse- 
quently will come more easily in 
the syndicated marts. On. the 
other hand, new product may be 
hard-hit by the repayment clause, 
since it’s already operating on a 
close profit margin as a volume 
business. Gerdon believes that the 
budget hikes will have to be pass- 
ed on to the advertisers and sta- 
tions, since the producers, operat- 
ing at a close profit margin, will 
be unable to absorb the costs. 
Price hikes, in turn, will make 
selling tougher, since there’s plenty 
of older product available which 
is unaffected by the SAG contract. 

In the case of new production 
on nationaliy-sponsored programs, 
or of new shows contracted for by 
national sponsors before the SAG 
walkout began, the producers are 
ir. most cases protected by escala- 
tor clauses in their pacts with the 
sponsors. Case in point is TPA’s 
“Fury,” which General Mills will 
sponsor in the fall on NBC-TV and 
which contains such a clause cover- 
ing labor increases. 


Gordon also pointed out that the 
SAG contract will all but eliminate 
the “cost-minus” pattern of na- 
tional sales, under which produc- 
ers sell their shows to the sponsor 
at less-than-cost in return for re- 
taining residual rights, the idea 
being that they’ll make their prof- 
its from the repeats. With SAG 
members now being repaid 35% 
of scale for second runs, plus pay- 
ments down the line for each run 
until the sixth, such an arrange- 
ment is virtually impossible, since 
the repayment schedules, distribu- 
tion fees.and other costs of selling 
repeats would leave too small a 
margin for profit from the. resi- 
duals alone. 


39 MORE TELEFILMS 
FOR DREW PEARSON 


Drew Pearson is readying anoth- 
er series of 39 quarter-hour tele- 
films for weekly distribution, this 
time via UM&M Inc., which is sell- 
ing the package for a Sept. 24 start. 
Pearson had’ done 78 of the 15- 
minuters over the past two years 





for Motion ‘Pictures for Television, | 
and when MPTV handed over its | 
syndicated. product to UM&M for ! 


distribution, the last cycle in the 
bunch was included. As a logical 
consequence, Pearson’s new cycle, 
which goes into production Sept. 22 | 
in Washington, will be distribbed 
by UM&M, but this year MPTV 
will have no connection at all with 
the series, ownership or otherwise. 
New group will follow the same 
format as the old, with Pearson | 
grabbing off top political figures 
for interviews. Having gotten for- | 
mer President Harry S. Truman as 
a guest a couple of years ago, 
Pearson’s trying for President 
Eisenhower for the new series. 


Unscrupulous Vidpix Salesmen Now 
Turn to Character Assassination 





Welcome Stranger 


NBC Film Division last week 
sold its two newest properties, 
“The Great Gildersleeve” and 
“Steve Donovan, Western Mar- 
shal,” in New York. Deal was 
with WRCA-TV, Gotham flag- 
ship of the NBC network, of 
which the Film Division is a 
subsid. 

But strangely enough, the 
sales marked the first time in 
about two years that the sta- 
tion has bought a new property 
from the Film Division. Last 
time it happened was when the 
Film Division acquired “Vic- 
tory at Sea” from the network 
and sold it for initial rerun 
on WRCA. Since that time, 
“Badge 714” and “Inner Sanc- 
tum” have been sold to WOR- 
TV, “His Honor, Homer Bell” 
remains unsold in Gotham and 
“The Falcon” has been sold to 
WABC-TV. Only concession the 
station made to the Film Di- 
vision was to buy reruns on 
“Paragon Playhouse” and “The 
Visitor” for afternoon ‘strip- 
ping. 


2006 ‘Presidential 











Theatres Abroad 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

“President of the United States” 
has been skedded as a one-hour 
color telepix series by William 
Rowland and Monte Brice, budget- 
ed at $200,000 per segment. Sub- 
jects deal with outstanding high- 
lights in the life of each president 
during his office tenure. Each 
will have an added 20 minutes for 
theatrical release abroad. 

Producers will discuss the mat- 
ter with Secretary of State Dulles 
to enlist State Dept. endorsement 
and cooperation to show the Amer- 
ican way of life to overseas audi- 
ences,'according to Rowland. A. B. 
Guthrie Jr., “Keptuckian” and 
“Shane” scripter, will be co-pro- 
ducer and story editor; Irma Bérk, 
who research series, associate pro- 
ducer. 


made available with proper spon- 
sorship, according to Rowland. Ne- 
gotiations have already been start- 
ed for Chrysler and Prudential 
sponsorship. 


CHASE OUT, GALLO IN 





Gallo Wine, which has already 
picked up the “Sherlock -Holmes” 
series -in 30-odd markets from 
UM&M, its distrib, is buying the 
show in New. York. after Chase- | 
Manhattan Bank’s contract expires | 
and is switching the show from 
WRCA-TV to DuMont. Change- 
‘over takes place Oct. 24, efter | 
| Chase’s 52 weeks have been com- 
|pleted. Gallo will use reruns for 
at least a couple of months, since 
the new cycle of “Holmes” films 
| hasn’t gone into production yet and 
| won’t be ready until January. 
| Relating to the new cycle of 39 
“Holmes” pix, UM&M prez Charles 
! Amory planed for Paris yesterday 
| (Tues.) for a week of final pre-pro- 
duction huddles' with Sheldon 
| Reynolds, who’s producing the 
series. Amory and Reynolds will 
discuss final financing plans 
| (UM&M is arranging the bank- 
rolling on the new series, with Mo- 
| tion Pictures for Television out of 
the picture this year) and expect to 
|set a starting date shortly there- 
\after. 





Tintpix Series; Into 


By BOB CHANDLER 


The highly competitive field of 
selling telefilms for syndication has 
had its share of unscrupulous prac- 
tices, among them pricecutting, 
block selling and occasional “tak- 
ing” by some filmbuyers, but a 
couple of salesmen out in the field 
are hitting w@ new low through a 
process of character assassination. 
The practice comes into being 
when a competitor is close to a 
good sale, whereupon an unscrupue 
lous salesman goes to the prospec- 
tive sponsor and starts smearing 
the star of the show about to be 
bought in order to spoil the sale. 
Most local (and national, for that 
matter) sponsors being highly sus- 
ceptible and sensitive in identify- 
ing their products with question- 
able characters, the strategy oft- 
times works and the salesman then 
pitches his own show. 

Latest ease in point involved the 
“Douglas Fairbanks Presents” 
made-in-Britain dramatic series, 
which is distributed by ABC Film 
Syndication: ABC had a sale vit- 
‘tually closed’ in a southwestern 
market, when a competitive sales- 
man went to the sponsor and hint- 
ed that Fairbanks was about to 
give up his American citizenship. 
The sponsor, a respected local in- 
stitution, was afraid of the possible 
publicity and was about to forget 
about the show when ABC rushed 
into the breach and _ quickly 
squelched the smear by pointing to 
a piece in Time mag which quoted 
Fairbanks as referring to his 15- 
years officer’s reserve status and 
his definitive statement that he 
had no intentions of renouncing 
his citizenship. Fairbanks’ state- 
ment in Time, incidentally, was in 
relation to something else entirely 
and touched on the citizenship 
matter only incidentally. 

That’s only one of a-string of 
incidents over the past couple of 
years. In another case, competitors 
of a particular show sought to dis- 
credit it with rumors about the 
star’s alleged penchant for getting 
in trouble with women. In still an- 
‘other case, competitors brought to 
light’ a years-old maternity suit 
against the star of another series. 
With sponsors about the most ul- 
tra-sensitive buyers of any com- 
modity, the rumors, true or’ not— 





Talks have already been held | 
with Bob Weitman of ABC and Al | 
Kemp of NBC, with class AA time | 


and in most cases they’re not— 
| have an immediate but lasting ef- 
fect and even when they’re dis- 
proven the damage is still done. 

In virtually every case, it’s the 
men in the field rather than the 
homeoffice boys who are responsi- 
ble for the character assassination 
techniques. Homeoffice execs frown 
on the practice, but often know 
nothing about it until the injured 
party complains. Then they admin- 





ON N. Y. ‘SHERLOCK’ 


ister a verbal spankinz if they’ve 
definite proof against the party 
| involved. It’s just a few salesmen 
in the field, who either. through 


| their desire for an extra buck (all 


| liaison position on the 


| salesmen work on commission) or 
| just downright meanness, work the 
| practice. 


Orr In, Stevens 
Exits WB Setup 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
William T. Orr will function in a 
“Warner 
Bros. Presents” telepix show, fol- 
lowing the surprise weekend exit 





|of Gary Stevens as general man- 


| 


{ 





ager. Production. on the series 
otherwise continues sans change 
under the direct supervision of 
Jack L. Warner. Orr is also gen- 
eral talent exec for Warners the- 
atrical film production. 

“Presents” goes on ABC-TV as 
an hour-long series, sponsored. al- 
ternately by General Electric, 
Monsanto Chemical, and Liggett & 
Myers. 
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VOTED BEST 
1955 SPORTS SERIES! 


“CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING” is the TV sports 
champ! The TV industry voted it first, as the best, 
‘new, non-network series, in BILLBOARD’ § Alnus ] 
Program and Talent Poll. And no wonder! 
“CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING” is now racking up 
ratings that can only be described as astonishing. 
Not even baseball, fights or pro football can 
compete. Sounds almost unbelievable, but it’s true! 
















WKJG-TV Ft. Wayne, ind.—5:30 Sat. aft. 40.4 
WHAM-TV Rochester, N.Y. —2:30 Sat. aft. 30.0 
WDAF-TV Kansas City, Mo.—1:00 Sun. aft. 18.0 
WKRC-TV Cincinnati, Ohio—1:00 Sun. aft. 22.4 


yy, CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING 


2 ne pee 52 HOUR FILMS NOW IN THE CAN 
9 “x x: 4 
‘ SAS WE'VE GOT | IE It's a one-hour film show (shot specifically for Television) 


: , 
x THE STARS! : featuring match elimination games between champions of 
dt To be tops, you've got to have the tops. ' the bowling world for major cash awards. No sports film 











And we've got ‘em—under exclusive . . ’ 
contract. The bowling champs of the . can equal this one for excitement and suspense. Here’s a 
ake Ago : er that comprises the _ show that will build a big rating overnight in any time slot 
: a ' regardless of competition—even the best feature films. 
oa STEVE NAGY BUZ FAZIO 

oie * DON CARTER JOE KRISTOF ¥. 


4 ~ ANDY VARIPAPA JOE NORRIS 


NED DAY BILLY WELU)” 2 
SA BUDDY BOMAR _—ED_KOWALICS e 
* - “V. JUNIEMcMAHON PAUL KRUMSKE ne 
Sai 5 JOE WILMAN STAN GIFFORD «_z 


~ <~Z_ BILL LILLARD CARMEN ae 
“FAY: _ CONNIE SCHWOEGLER 


75 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Ill., FRanklin 2-4392 
an : New York Offige: Howard Henkin, 16 E. 41st St., LExington 2-1791 
yc ) SAH KG Ve Hollywood Office: Tom Corradine, 5746 Sunset Bivd., HOllywood 2-4448 
ON. AN: se ~- Canada, Spence Caldwell, 447 Jarvis, Toronto, WAlnut 2-2103 





For descriptive brochure, prices, and 
audition film, write, wire or phone 


WALTER SCHWIMMER CO. 
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If you're looking for a Fall TV series—.and you can’t 
decide among the many fine TV dramas 

and mysteries—don’t you think it makes sense 

to investigate a completely different type of show? 
And don't you think that the public 

would gratefully respond to one that’s fresh 

‘and entertaining? 











Then you'll want to investigate ‘EDDY ARNOLD 
TIME,"’ a beautiful, stimulating musical series— 
cicet rdcatan te imaginatively produced and lavishly staged— 


“EDDY ARNOLD TIME” featuring a splendid cast and America’s favorite 


Ratings: singer of songs, EDDY ARNOLD. 


WDXI-TV, Jackson, Tenn....70.2 


KCMC-TV, Texarkano, Tex..47.5 ; 
KCJB, Minot, N. D..........98.0 26 half-hours now in the can, all made in 1955~—a 


(Honest-to-God!) 


KFXJ-TV, Grand Junction, 
Cee ke ccks e? .75.6 


quality production, realistically priced. 


“EDDY ARNOLD TIME” 


For descriptive brochure, prices, and 
audition film, write, wire or phone 





WALTER SCHWIMMER CO. 


75 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago }, Illl., FRanklin 2-4392 

New York Office: Howard Henkin, 16 E. 41st St., LExington 2-1791° 
Hollywood Office: Tom Corradine, 5746 Sunset Blvd., HOllywood 2-4448 
Canada, Spence Caldwell, 447 Jarvis, Toronto, WAlnut 2-2103 
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Le sorna%y 


— YOU'VE ALL-BEEN SUCH GOOD BUNNIES TO ME... 





BILLBOARD 


SHE’S A DYNAMIC 
GAL 


“The new Wendy Barrie daytime show 
that WABD is airing offers housewives an 
exciting ha!f hour purely because of the per- 
sonality of the star. 

“Miss Barrie is one of the most vibrant 
women performers cn TV today. She's fairly 
bursting with sophistication and charm. Her 
best TV quality, however, is her ability to 
say things that are .completely unexpected 
and exceedingly frank, all delivered on an 
ed lib basis." Jack Singer 


GRAND BROADWAY 

MARNER = st 

VARIETY — : ae ae 
". .-. Her sew WABD, N. Y., half-hour 


gyem strip was @ pretty lively compilation — 
: .. delivered in the grand Broadway 








EXCLUSIVE CLASS 
JACK GOULD - 


New York Times 

“Back aga'n om New York television is 
Wendy Barrie, the modcap bunny who fast 
year took a sabbatical out in Ohio or some 
such place. Its high time she returned be- 
cause there is nobody quite like her in front 
of the cameras.” 


BRIGHTENING 


WALTER WINCHELL ; 
Daily Mirror 
"Good to see Wendy Barrie back bright- 


ening TV screens. She has charm, wit and 
intelligence. (What more could you possie | ’ ‘ 
biy want?)" Current y 


GREAT CHARM- | The WENDY BARRIE Show 
NATURAL WIT | WABD-TV | 
NY. World-Telegram & Sua 11:30 te 12 N., Monday thru Friday 


"She is a glamorous personality, even more 
so off stage than on. She is an amazing forth- “$64 000 QUESTION” ‘ 
right young woman of great charm and na- y : 
ural wit. Her voice has a beautiful filt to ' 
it, with understones of honesty and sincerity } 8 for RE VLON 
and the devil-may-care, Her laughter is joy- 


ous and infectious, Her delightful eyes dance NBC -TV 


mischievousiy on the slightest provocation, 
She has a wonderful sense of humor." - 10 P.M., Tuesdays 























MORE Recently Concluded STARRING ROLE in | 
ENTERTAINING ' “THE RAINMAKER,” Capri Theatre, Atlantic Beach 


HARRIET VAN HORNE , 

N. Y. World-Telegram & Sun 2 
“ .. . she's a lot more entertaining than 

the general run of iady commentators. Her 

voice is pleasant . . . quick-witted.” 





Personal Management 


ANN EDISON 








oe 
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From the Production Centres - 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 
Two WQXR staffers busy in summer stock—Pola Chasman, vacation- 
ing from her “Spoken Word” series, will be a member of the “Much 


Ado About Nothing” cast at the Shakespeare Festival Theatre in Strat- 
ford through Sept. 2, while Albert A. Grobe, the station’s chief an- 
nouncer, joins his 14-year-old daughter in the Holloway Beach (On- 
tario) Players’ presentation of “The Wayward Saint” next week. 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, National Assn. of Manufacturers radio-tv 
director, vacationing with wife on Cape €od through Laber Day... 
Rosalind Russell guests on Jim Coy’s WRCA “Coy’s Corner” today 
(Wed.) . . . John Karol, CBS Radio sales veep, vacationing at Martha’s 
Vineyard . . . WRCA deejay Al (Jazzbo) Collins off on a three-week 
vacation to Salt Lake City and points west, wtih the possibility he'll 
do some remotes forthe NBC “Monitor” from the Coast ... Ed Murrow 
returns for the ninth year in his CBS Radio 7:45-8 p.m. cross-board 
slot on Monday (29) after a eight-week layoff . . . CBS trade editor 
Harry Feeney vacationing for two weeks at his Narrowsburg, N. Y. 
retreat .. . Bert Bacharach subbing for vacationing Jack Sterling on 
“Make Up Your Mind,” while Peter Thomas takes over Sterling’s 
WCBS waker-upper ... Bob Trout back on his CBS newscasts after 
two months in Europe. . 

WINS v.p.-general manager Bob Leder named two key execs last 
week—Hugh Ben LaRue to the post of general sales manager and 
Jacques Biraben to assistant to the v.p.-g.m. ... Beb Flanigan, for- 
merly with NBC Spot Sales in Chicago, has moved to N. Y. and joined 
the WOV sales staff . . . Gussie Moran doubling from her WMGM 
sports commentary chores to writing—she’s sold a piece on girl golfers 
to the American Weekly and a collaboration with Al Hirshberg, “You, 
Too, Ladies, Can Learn to Love Baseball,” to Family Circle ... M.D. 
(Dec) Morris, WAAT accotnt exec, becomes station manager of WORC 
in Worcester, Mass... . Dr. George Crothers, CBS director of educa- 
tional and religious programs, off to his Lake George cottage for two 
weeks of vacation ... James F. Black, Otto Prochazka and Austin A. 
Thomas upped to v.p.’s at Benton & Bowles; Black’s an account super- 
visor; Proehazka a. creative supervisor and Thomas business manager 
of the art department and superyisor of production and traffic. 


IN CHICAGO . .. 


WNBQ-WMAQ. general manager Jules Herbuveaux accepted for 
chairman David Sarnoff the award given RCA for its contributions to 
the art of photography at the Photographers Assn. of America annual. 
conclave here last week . .. Tom Brennan, formerly with Official Films 
and Young & Rubicam in New York, has signed on at Foote, Cone & 
Belding as a radio-tv supervisor . . . Chi NBC-TV salesman Ed Stock- 
mar vacationing with his family at Fawn Lake, Wis. . . . Daytime. 
Broadcasters Assn. board of directors convened here last week for 
another kickaround of its project to get uniform operating hours for 
the daytime-only licensees . .. NBC-TV program chief Alan Beaumont 
and publicist Al Weisman off to the Coast to arrange for the home- 
coming of the junketing “Zoo Parade” contingent ... WGN prepping 
its fourth annual Corn Harvest Days downstate farm festival skeddéd 
this year in Pontiac, Ill., Sept. 29-Oct. 1... J. Walter Thompson’s Chi 
radio-tv director Peter Cavallo off for a Colorado hiatus . . . Austin 
Kiplinger subbing for vacationing Jack Angell on his two nightly 
WNBQ news shows .. . Marshall Field Co. purchased a bundle fo 40 
station breaks a week on WGN for 20 weeks .. . Deejay Howard Miller 
working. his CBS morning show from his Chicago Theatre dressing 
room while fronting the current stage bill .. . John Blair in this week 
for a fast round of conferences at his station rep firm’s Chi offices 
. . . Mutual salesman Tom Henry beating the-heat in northern Wis- 
eonsin. . 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Jack Webb in to promote “Pete Kelly’s Blues” (18), cancelled sched- 
uled 10-minute date for film spot announcements to plug Dragnet” at 
WPTZ. Camera crew had been set up for star . .. George Cahan, for- 
mer producer-announcer at WFIL, now directing the Johnny Carson 
show ... Piggy Barnes, “Captain Nemo” of WCAU-TV’s “Adventure” 
series and a former Eagles tackle, added to the Villanova coaching 
stall . . . Wally Parker, formerly with WIP, now a WATV Paterson, 
N. J. announcer ... Cal Milner and Larry Brown, WPEN deejays are 
alternating handling the two shows for vacationing Bud Brees. Brown, 
a progressive jazz afficianado, also subbing for Art Raymond, “Pancho, 
the Man in the Black Sombrero”. and his Latin rhythms . . . Herbert 
Mayer, Ajax Enterprises, Greenwich, Conn., has filed an application 
with FCC to operate a UHF tv station, Channel 23 in Philly ... Jeff 
Scott, KYW disk jockey, an entrant in the sports car hill climbing test 
near Wilmington, will record the event for “Monitor” ... The Mar~ 
ciano-Moore title bout, only televised in theatres, will be broadcast by 
WFIL (Sept. 20). 


IN BOSTON... 


Hub radio and tv staffs had no sooner recovered from the hectic 
coverage plams made for threatened Hurricane Connie, when the un- 
expected backlash of Hurricane Diane clouted the Hub and southern 
N. E. with a torrential rain which washed out roads and towns, flooded 
cities and disrupted all activities Friday (19). Only lack of hurricane 
winds made the storm less damaging than that of last year’s Hurricane 
Carol which did millions of dollars of damage last Aug. 31... WBZ- 
TV news had 27 movie cameramen convering southern Mass. for storm 
damage. The 6:30 Esso News and the 7:15 Shawmut Bank News were 
devoted practically entirely to storm damage reports ... While Don 
Kent was giving his WBZ-TV morning weather bulletins, Weymouth, 
Mass. police were evacuating his family from the Great Hill section 
of Weymouth ... Dick Hand, WBZ-TV correspondent from Concord, 
N. H. hired a plane to fly into storm area to get air shots of the floods 
... Carl Dickerman of WEEI left Sunday (21) from WEEI for a month 
in the sun ,.. Ed Penney, WTAO deejay, feted a stag party in honor 
of his coming nuptials attended by platter and radio personalities, 


IN CLEVELAND... 


WTAM's Tom Manning pacted for Ohio State grid tilts on Satur- 
day for Graybar Electric ... Wayne Mack disking at WDOK... . Par- 
ticipants at Cuyahoga County Fair include WHK’s BIil Gordon, Eleanor 
Hanson, Tom Fletcher, Tom Brown and Brian Hodgkinson, while WGAR 
sends James Taylor, Hal Morgan and ‘Ruth Allen to host the Ohio 
State Fair special . . . Elaine Brant cohosts WNBK’s studio dance party 
. . . Sponsors for Pinky Hunter memorial include Johnny Andrews, 
Ken Hackathorn, Reg Merridew, Franklyn Snyder . . . Harmon Span- 
ner is WSRS’s new, promotion and merchandising manager . . . John 











Deegan, ex-WHUM, is news reporter at WSRS .. . Wally King doing 
summer announcing at WTAM-WNBK ... Radio-tv editor of Cleveland | 
Press, Stan Anderson, set for London junket .. . Sam Sague, WSRS | 
prexy, and wife, off on European trip ... Ray Elias, formerly with | 
Play House, on NBC production staff. 


IN DETROIT... 


The trend is clearly to get out of the studios and remote it. Disk | 
jockeys are flocking for the Detroit River where they'll spin records | 
(Continued on page 45) 


WCCO-TV in 8-Part — 
Documentary Series 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 
State authorities are cooperating 


‘fully with WCCO-TV newscaster 


Charles McCuen in an eight-part 
documentary video series covering 
Minnesota’s program for the treat- 
ment and rehabilitation of alco- 
holics, marking the first time Min- 
nesota tv has gone behind the 
scenes to report on a subject of 
this nature. 


Authorities have permitted Mc- 
Cuen to have ingress to the Min- 
nesota State hospital where alco- 
holics are treated and to follow, 
firsthand, the case of a Minneapo- 
lis 41-year-old woman who was 
committed there for treatment at 
her own request. 

The woman, the series’ central 
character, is making no attempt to 
conceal her identity or the alco- 
holism symptoms which prompted 
her to. seek desperately needed 
treatment at the hospital. In the 
initial show, McCuen pointed out 
“there -are no actors or actresses 
in this film story.” He added that 
“these are real people, with seri- 
ous problems, and the people who 
treat them are engaged in serious, 
conscientious work.” 


SAG Breakdown 


Boman tinued from page 37 jaa 


meant $130 a day with $70 advance 
against the reruns. 

Minimum day rates are hiked as 
follows: Daily players, from $70 to 
$80 a day; singers mouthing to play- 
back, $45 to $50; airplane pilots, 
$100 to $115; freelance pact, $250 to 
$285 a week; stuntmen and airplane. 
pilots, $300 to $345 a week; three- 
day pact, $175 to $200; multiple 
vidpix, from two telefilms for $320, 
and three vidpix of $375, to $185 
per pic; series pact, 13 pix in 644 
weeks, $125 to $145 per episode; 
13 pix in 13 weeks, $250 to $285 
per episode; term pact, 20 out of 
26 weeks, $160 to $185 per week; 
10 out of 13 weeks, $225 to $255 
per week. 

Rerun provisions specify that pro- 
ducers may defer payment for each 
respective rerun until six months 
after the first telecast of the re- 
spective rerun in any city in the 
U. S. or Canada, or after the rerun 
has been telecast in 70 cities, 
whichever occurs first. 

In regard to vidpix whose second 
running is intermixed with pix in 
their first run, all such second runs 
shall count as second runs with 
following sale exception: When a 
syndicated, non-network series of 
39 vidfilms in its original sale is 
sold for viewing in not more than 
20 cities for a given sponsor, 13 








of the 39 may be rerun once in- 


the same year on an intermixed 
basis, and such shall not eount 
as the second run, the actor waiting 
until the next run _to collect his 
second-run coin. This exception 
does not include the summer hiatus 
type of reruns in which a number 
of vidpix are run consecutively for 
the second time. 

It was also agreed that SAG 
conditions other than guild shop 
shall be extended beyond the con- 
tinental U. S. as in the former pact, 
to include Canada and all ter- 
ritories and possessions of the U.S. 
When a guild member is inked 
here on a pact to make pix abroad, 
guild conditions shall prevail for 
him anywhere in the world. 


Writers Guild 


===aaa Continued from page 37 cae 


deal, is believed to be a potent 
factor in this reasoning. 


Present Alliance pact sees the 
writer of a half-hour vidfilm re- 
ceive $700 for original story and 
teleplay. But under the agreement 
with the majors, which will serve 
as the pattern in new talks, writer 
of a half-hour vidplay receives 
$750 and, if it’s his original, gets 
an extra $250. It’s common knowl- 
edge majority of writers don’t like 
the present Alliance pact, and will 
consequently be pushing for terms 
either as good or better than those 
reached with the majors. However, 
t’s expected minimums will. fol- 
low the major deal, but scribblers 
will probably seek to hike the re- 
run coin both with the indies and 
majors. 








Radio Followup | 
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“State of the Nation,” half-hour 
forum type show aired via WOR- 
Mutual, came up with a controver- 
sial topic Saturday (20) in “Shouid 
Congress’ Investigate the Enter- 
tainment Industry?” Taking the 
affirmative was Godfrey Schmidt, 
president .of Aware Inc., described 
as “an organization ta combat the 
Communist conspiracy in enter- 
tainment and communications.” 
His adversary was Dr. Clark ¥ore- 
man, directer of the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee. 


Question was a_ particularly } 


timely one in view of the fact that 
only two days reviously the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee concluded a four-day 
hearing in New. York to probe 
whether show business was being 
infiltrated by -Communists. But 
after Schmidt and Dr. Foreman 
had consumed practically all of 
their allotted time in shouting in- 
vectives at one another, the issue 
was still unclear to an impartial 
listener for both too frequently di- 
gressed from the topic at hand. 


Before moderator Hardy Burt 
managed to steer the participants 
back on the course, they dragged 
in ‘such varied analogies as the 
Spanish Civil War, tyranny in Rus- 
sia and the Catholic hierarchy in 
addition to embarking upon a 
heated discussion as to “what is a 
Communist?” Schmidt's general 
sentiments were indicated by his 
observation: “I certainly feel that 
Congress should .investigate infil- 
tration in entertainment because 
they are there.” He charged that 
actors’ names are taken by the 
Reds who use them as: “prestige 
for the Communist conspiracy.” 

Dr.. Foreman, who scoffed ‘at 
how could actors overthrow the 
government. by reciting a few 
lines?” emphasized thtat a Congres- 
sional investigation of the theatre 
“to spread fear of one’s fellow cit- 
izens” is a “dangerous practice and 
a gross a -of power.” . In cham- 
pioning the Bill of Rights and 
Constitution, he asserted “I don’t 
believe Congress has the right to 
ask questions. tm which a man 
could lose his job.” 


Schmidt, on. the. other hand, 
claimed that Communists are al- 
ways tools—‘“we want to protect 
actors from their political idio- 
cies.” To this Dr. Foreman ex- 
claimed “Congress has no right (to 
conduct an investigation) unless 
they pass a law!” 

Formerly a “Facts Forum” show, 
“State of the Nation’s” Saturday 
airing was its preem under auspices 
of Linguaphone Institute. Plugs 
for the outfit’s method of teach- 
ing languages were modest and 
did not intrude too abruptly upon 
the continuity of the meyere ma) 

i 





WMAQ, NBC’s Chicago radio 
anchor, parlayed some luck and a 
lot of enterprise into one of the 
top radio reporting jobs of this or 
any other year on its “Night Desk” 
last Thursday (18). “Desk” was 
hatched’ some weeks back by 
WMAQ-WNBQ news director Bil} 
Ray whereby all the modern tools 
of AM communications would be 
harnessed to capture the doings of 
the town for a half-hour each night. 
Show has run sort of an in-and-out 
course, depending on how the local 
news was breaking on a given 
evening. 

But last Thursday the boys had 
their big story and they were ready 
for it. Roughly 45 minutes before 
“Desk’s” 10 p.m. sign-on, word hit 
the police shortwave circuits that 
the most intensive manhunt since 
the Biograph Theatre capture of 
John Dillinger back in the early 
30’s was about to climax. Object of 
the four-day search was a young 

unman who has subsequently con- 
essed that he fatally shot one 
police officer and shot and wound- 
ed another two nights later. Dur- 
ing the four-day spah it was the 
Page 1 banner in practically every 
edition and the leadoff local yarn 
on the radio-tv newscasts. 


NBC newsman John Chancellor 
already out on assignment for 
“Desk” as well as possible tapes 
of the network’s “Monitor” picked 
up the flash in the remote unit and 
tailed a squad car to the rooming 
house where the killer was holed 
up. He got onto tape an eyewitness 
account of the capture, complete 
with sueh natural “sound effects” 
as a round of shots and the yells 
of the crowd that, was’ gathering. 
The aural yarn was fed back to the 
station for almost immediate airing 
on the news show which . was 
helmed this night by Sun-Times 
chief editorial writer Robert Ken- 
nedy, subbing for S-T city editor 
Karen Walsh who was sick. 

With Kennedy filling in with the 
details as they flowed into the 
newsroom from the City News Bu- 
Chancellor dashed across 
to the Bridewell hospital 


IT’S TIME 
With Westbrook Van Voorhis 
Producer: Van Voorhis, AEC 
News, Time Magazine 
Director: Drex Hines 
fgg ees = Higgins, Ted Wear, 
reson 


Joseph Alg ' 
18- 5-Min. Stories; Sat.-Sun. 
ABC, from N. Y. 

“It’s Time,” new ABC Radio net- 
work weekend series, shapes as a 
winning newcomer. On its preem 
two-day presentation, Saturday and 
Sunday some 18 five-minute drama- 
tized news programs were used in 


introducing this rather new con- 
ception of radio journalism. 


Produced by Time, weekiy news 
mag, and part of the Time-Life, 
Inc. setup, it boasts having all 
available news sources and research 
libraries of ABC and Time. But 
what makes it click is the deft 
scripting, choice of material, fine 
casting and direction plus the voice. 
of ‘Westbrook Van Voorhis, who 
long was the “voice” and principal 
narrator for the Maxch of Time 
motion picture short, formerly put 
out by Time. 

Amazing thing about “It’s Time” 
is how much material was packed 
into these five-minute news seg- 
ments. They started at 10 a.m. and 
ran till 10:30’p.m., both Saturday 
and Sunday. For instance, one five- 
min. sequence told of the passing 
‘of the oidtime organ grinder (even 
in Naples), how a Riviera cafe was 


moved to a new site without pa- 
trons knowing it, a quickie about 
“Mr. Livingston” a finally the 


Montgomery, Ala., filling station 
attendant who was robbed by th 
same man three times. ; 
‘Later Saturday, the producer 
eoncentrated on a single event—the 
first he’!sopter pilot ever given the 


+} Medal oi Honor, and how he won 


it. Night lineup included the prize 
fish story concerning a four-foot 
sturgeon®that landed on the porch | 
of a home a quarter of a mile from 
the ocean. 


Possibly the most original as well 
as humorous segment told the story 
of a bank prexy who took up com- 
posing of music as a hobby. He 
drew most attention for his piece 
on income tax report, tagged “La- 
ment April 15,” in which many 
references to the income tax blues 
are worked into a tuneful piece. 
Then, there was the new Bell Tele- 
phone Co. automatic gadget for 
ee use, with a funny tag- 

ne, 


One spot announcement after a 
“It’s Time” shot, said “It’s. time for 
———beer,”” which gives. an idea 
how this series may pick up spon- 
sors. As of now, ABC and Time are 
going 50-50 on the cost of the se- 
ries. Future lineup probably will 
have definite spots, like 10 min- 
utes after the hour and more of 
these five-minute programs start- 
ing at 10 a.m. and running until 
midnight on both Saturday and 
Sunday. Wear. 


MELODY LANE 

With Vern Cook, others 

120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
Participating 
WOKGO; Albany 

Vern Cook has moved his popu- 
lar, long-running “Melody Lane” 
from WTRY in Troy to the pioneer 
Albany station. Show features him 
as a personality on a program of 
recorded music, interspersed with 
human interest and humorous 
news stories, chatter, jokes and 
puns, interviews with summer the- 
atre stars, a bit of history, a recipe, 
five-minute news segment and 
spot announcements. One quarter- 
hour section is sponsored by Men- 
ands Building Supply Co. Cook 
also does a bit of vocalizing to in- 
strumentalized platters. Last time 
heard, he chorused a ballad, topped 
by whistling. 

Program should make particu- 
larly pleasant listening for house- 
wives, Cook, possessed .of a 
friendly air personality, spins a 
wide variety of numbers—from 
current hits to standards and hiil- 
billy, plus Latin-American rhythm- 
ies. An interview with Charles 
Coburn revealed an _ interesting 
facet on the actor’s early days as 
a Georgia theatre manager. ‘ 

aco. 





where the young hoodlum . was 
taken for repairs. Newsman com- 
mandeered a phone at the hospital 
and called back an on-the-air de- 
scription of the scene there. 

It’s a cinch bet there wasn’t a 
single turnout during the dramatic 
30 minutes, And it’s to Chancellor’s 
credit that despite the hectic cir- 
cumstances in which he was work- 
ing he kept his running account on 
a true reporting ljevel, apparently 
knowing instinctively that an event 
like this needed no histrionics. 

When the annual radio reporting 
awards are passed out, look for 
“Night Desk” to be up there. It 





was one of the most exciting half- 
hours spent with a radio set in a 
long, long time. Dave. 
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PALACE, New York 7 
e 

Phil Spitalny, with his all-girl “(Hour of Charm” or. 

‘ chestra, is making history on several counts during his 
current Palace engagement. = 

er 

0 
For one t’)ing, he is the only band act to play a Broad- ‘ 
way showcase in five years. | 1 

IF EVER THERE WAS A READYMADE VIDEO 
PACKAGE THIS IS IT. They play everything from r&b F 
to the classics; they sing like a church choir with Brill - 
Bldg. blessing; they deport themselves like the seasoned a 
25 — count ’em — 25 beautiful buglers, bongo-beaters . 
and beaucoup-on-the-beat babes that they are. Exception I 
is Maestro Spitalny, of course. . 
He’s what he is, a sincere gent who manifests painstak- ti 
ing craftsmanship, a not unrigorous standard, ‘a dedica- b 

tion to the precept that he can produce a pulchritudinous 
pot-pourri of feminine musical fanfareists who don’t have 1 
to defer to the males. In effect, that’s the finale thematic . 
of the “challenge” routine, with Evelyn (dispensing ‘her a 
magic violin’’)- batoning the Charmers, to a paraphrase E 
of Irving Berlin’s “Anything You (They) Can Do , 
We Can Do Better,”’ out of-‘*‘Annie Get Your Gun.” P 
Thus unfolds a femme Krupa, Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, f 
James, Liberace, Clyde McCoy. It’s an act all by itself. 
Spitalny’s sincerity projects all the way. He gives , 
them the 100% spotlight. He maneuvers them into r 
graceful groups. The solid 60 minutes is the essence of | ¢t 
_ showmanship in the nth degree, and seemingly soon rec-  ¢ 
ognized, judging by the “‘Connie”’-stormy Friday opening i og 
which, none the less, produced §TANDEES AND HOLD- | ¢@ 
OUTS—a population quotient only reserved for the Pal-  ¢ 


ace when it really turns on a Danny Kaye or a Judy Gar- | 


The Hour « 
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Jand. What’s more, the hand-to-hand music matched the 


enthusiasms reserved for the two-a-day headliners. 


RKO toppers Sol A. Schwartz, William Howard & Co. 
gambled wisely with this deal, said to carry a percentage 
over a $20,000 break, although in actuality the Spitalny 
staple has been too standard over the years to fall even 
loosely into the orbit of being a “‘gamble.” 


Spitalny’s team comprises four sax, three trumpets, 
three violins, flute, trombone, traps, piano, bass tuba, 
string bass, femme vocal quartet, augmented by the stellar 
virtuoso of the act, Evelyn. And she sure does make with 
the magic on her Strad, as she runs the gamut from a 
Dietz-Schwartz item, ‘You and the Night and the Music,” 
to “Unchained Melody,” to her original “Perpetual Mo- 
tion.”” Latter is backed by an equally adept violin quartet, 
but Evelyn’s showmanship makes for her distinction. 


The specialists are all consistently socko. High- 
light is a brunet looker, Rose-Marie, heralded as the win- 
ner of a Paris competition and marking her Broadway 
debut. She chirps a Victor Herbert medley with authority 





and verve and is a real standout in every department. 


Viola is on the 17 drums, an unusual trapster. Louise, at 
the Steinway, plus Tchaikowsky and boogie with equal 
facility, and proved it with that sequencing. 


in short, this is not an ‘‘act.’”’ -Spitalny 


has a full-blossomed, brimming package of 
musico-variety entertainment that’s one of 
the most compact, intact roadshows extant. 


Can play anywhere and anything. Having 
proved itself at the boxoffice, in the elemen- 
tary rotating method city-by-city, theatre-by- 
| theatre booking, *it’s a setup for television. 
Abel. 
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And These 
Advertisers 
Know the Answers 


Here’s an up-to-the-moment list of the 
advertisers who are already signed up for 
. Fall program promotion in TV GUIDE: 


There’s 
ONE 











Oldsmobile Scott Paper Co. 
U. S. Steel ‘Household Finance Corp. 
‘ ABC-TV Sylvania 
Ford | Texace 
1 Chrysler Proctor & Gamble 
Nescafe Philco 
Gruen Elgin National Watch Co. 
| Quaker Oats Pall Mall 
: RCA R. J. Reynolds 





Every week 3,000,000 families buy TV 
GUIDE... and read it every day to find the 
best in TV entertainment. It’s a magic door 
to bigger TV audiences! 





to promote 
your 
TV show 
this 
fall! 


Don't Miss but! Fall Preview Issue Closes Pity Sth! Call Plaza 9- 110 collect 


Give your show 

a head start in 

TV GUIDE’S BIG FALL 
PREVIEW ISSUE! 


On September 24, TV GUIDE will publish 
its 3rd Annual Fall Preview Issue... the 
most comprehensive TV GUIDE ever issued. 
It’s the ideal place to presell your new show. 


For rates and reservations contact your 
nearest TV GUIDE office now. 





Before they tune in; 
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From The Production Centres 


Continued from page 41 


and conduct interviews in view of the crowds expected for the first 
annual Riverama which will sing the praises of Detroit’s progress. 
Ross Mulholland, WWJ, and Fred Wolf, Johnny Slagle, Ed MacKenzie 
and Paul Winter, all of WXYZ, are among those to be a part of Rive- 
rama festivities... WXYZ-TV’s Lady of Charm, Edythe Fern Melrese, 
will remote ker coking show at the Michigan State Fair next month 
. .. Rebert Hund, formerly with the Detroit Free Press retail display 
advertising depar.ment, has been added to WJR’s sales staff... Buick 
dealers of greater D-troit will sponsor all of Michigan football games 
over WWJ with li'l Flemming handling the play-by-play. It’s the 34th 
season U of M games have been aired over WWJ which is celebrating 
its 35th birthday. 


IN WASHINCTON 

Weatherman J.eu's Allen, ex cf WTOP-CBS, and one of few pro- 
fessional meteoro!ozists on tv, debuted on WMAL-ABC past Sunday 
(21) with SRO cc mercial schedule for his 11 weekly shows .. . CBS 
newsman Peter C’:»ser spent 11 hours flying through Hurricane Diane 
to bring web’s I's'-~-rs first-hand account of trail of storm ... WTTG- 
DuMont newsm:rn Matthew Warren teed off new interview series with 
Louis Burman, s>ok2sman for a syndicate interested in buying town’s 
transit system, 2s cuest .. . American Research Bureau has added to 
its staff Herbert §. Kaufman, ex of Army Counter-Intelligence, and 
Rupert R. Rid-e~-y, formerly of Tele-Que, and more recently of the 
U. S. Navy .. . New Latin-American music-commentary show bowed 
on WGMS (Washinton Good Music Station) via a plush party attended 
by Congessiona! and South-of-the-border brass ... Lynn Hart, WMAL 
home economist end femmecaster, adding tv as well as radio to her 
schedule of homemaking shows . WTTG’s Rev. Joe Uhrig, emcee 
of “‘Haiid to Heaven” teleshow, currently to Europe collecting material 
for future shows. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO . ; 


Eddie Fisher, finished with a sili ies vacation, shot Chinatown 
and cable car scenes for his Coca-Cola show, wound up the day at 
Trader Vic’s with a party for local deejays . Margaret Wahlborg; 
former writer and producer of the Standard School Broadcast, became 
executive secretary of the Society of Artists and Art Directors a as 
New promotion assistant at KPIX is Flo Bloom . . . NBC’s Stockton 
Helffrich in town ... Ronald Reagan, doing an Air Force Association 
chore here, reports, “I’ve met 100,000 GE employes in. about 50 plants” 

Charles A. Larrance, former film boss at Moulin Studios, has 
joined tv department of Guild, Bascom & Bonfigli . .. KRON is mov- 
ing Marjorie Trumbull’s weekday interview show to a 3:30 p.m. Sun- 
day slot, retitling it “Sunday Supplement” . 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


After exclusively broadcasting the St. Paul American Association 
baseball games the past six years, always with sponsorship, and other 
sports events, WMIN is stepping out of all athletics’ broadcasting in 
which field there's now considerable local tv as well as radio compe- 
tition. William F. Johns, general manager, says station will devote 
all programming henceforth to music and the periodic newscasts. It’ll 
be the only one of Twin Cities’ 11 radio stations devoted entirely to 
music, excepting the news, he points out, and he believes this assures 
a higher audience potential. WMIN is one of the oldest Twin Cities’ 
radio stations and under different ownership shared a tv channel with 
WTCN -which the latter now operates exclusively . 











Rey. Boyd, Ex-Showman, 
} 4 
Back After Yr. Abroad 

The Rev. Mal (for Malcolm) 
Boyd who was one of the. initials 
in the BPR television. packaging 
outfit—beforé quitting show —biz 
for-the cloth (Mary Pickford and 
hubby Buddy Rogers supplied the 
rest of the alphabet-letter billing) 
is back from a year’s sabbatical 
in. England. He studied under 
Anglican Church auspices at Ox- 
ford U., and visited Switzerland 
and Greece under auspices of the 
British Council of Churches while 
abroad. 

Boyd, who is houseguesting with 
McCann-Erickson veepee Harry 
McMahan in Scarsdale, N. Y., this 
week, returns to Hollywood, his 
flome base, for future clerical as- 
signment. 

Meantime, he is polishing his 
book, which is an extension of 
over a dozen pieces first published 
in the Episcopal Churchnews 
and Christian Century. They alt 
have to do with tv, radio, press 
and tv films’ relation to the 
church. Book tentatively has the 
Somewhat pedantic title of 
“Church Crisis In Christian Com- 
munication” but the cleric, as a 
former showman, recognizes this 
is too ‘stuffy a tag, especially be- 
cause of his light approach to the 
thesis. 


Westinghouse Shifting 


‘Chuck’ Burrow to Boston 
Boston, Aug. 23. 

Charles L. “Chuck” Burrow, 
promotion manager for Westing- 
house Station KEX in Portland, 
Ore., is being transferred to WBZ: 
WBZA, Westinghouse Radio opera- | 
tions in Boston, as advertising and 
sales promotion manager. 

Paul E. Mills, general manager, 
said Burrow will replace C. L. 
Richards, who has been named na- 
tional account exec for WBZ- 
WBZA radio in New England. 


Burrow, graduate of the U. of 
Oregon with a fine arts degree in 
advertising, was an assistant pub- 
lisher for the Oregon Voter in 
Portland, before joining KEX in 
1947. He takes over his new radio 
duties in the Hub Aug. 29. 











“Television Chatter _ 





New<York | 
Harvey Lembeck back on the 
Phil Silvers “You'll Never Get 
Rich” telefilm set after appearing 
in “Phoenix °55” in Washington 
. Don Murray, currently in “Skins 
of Our Teeth” on Brosanal signed 


by ne ag h wed its Sept. 11 spce 
version “Phornton Wilder 
play ... of Ary Film Productions 


completed the first two 90-second 
color commercials for the “Teeth” 
specola, for Standard Brands and 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee, via Ted 
Bates and Compton Eric Seva- 
reid touring Europeah’ capitals in 
an old jalopy with wife and sons, 


collecting background for his 
“American Weck”  CBS-TV’er, 
whieh returns Sept. 25 ... Boris 


Karloff guests on “I’ve Got a Se- 
cret” tonight (Wed.) . .. C83S pub- 
lic affairs director Irving Gitlin 
will be guest speaker at the con- 
vention of the National Council of 
Teachers of English at the Commo- 
dore Nov. 25 .. . Bardahl Mfg., 
which. is national-spot-bankro'‘ling 
Guild Films’ “Confidential File,” 
signed Don Morrew, who docs the 
Philco institutional commercials, to 
pitch institutionals for its motor 
additive: Guild’s Joel Swecter is 
producing 13 of thexblurbs at the 
Biltmore Studios in N.Y. 

Bill Asip leaving the NBC-TV 
network sales staff to join Edward 
Petry station reps as a tv account 
exec ... Jan Murray planed to the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) for hud- 
dles wi William Morris topver 
Abe Lastfogel abcut a possible film 
deal hased on Murray’s “Dollar a 
Second” quizzer, and. while there 
housecuests with the Milton Berles 

Betty Madigan gussts on the 
“Robert Q. Lewis Show” the week 
of Aug. 29, and also does a shot on 
the “Vaughn Monro2 Show” Aug. 
30, Parsonnet & Wheeler shoot- 
ing two commercials for Colgate 
for the Bryan Houston agency, one 
of them to feature Bess Myerson 
. .- Denise Darce! guests on “Pan- 
tomime Quiz” Friday (26)... .-Gen- 
eral Teleradio sales topper Pete 
Robeck planed back to the Coast 
over the weekend after a week of 
homeoffice huddles on current 
properties and the _ recentiy-ac- 
quired RKO library ... NBC Film 
Division producer-director George 





Wallach proud father of a girl 
born last.\Thursday (18) ... Mel 
Gold Productions, which recently 
expanded its commercials opera- 
tion, currently turning out two 
one-minute spots for Genesee 
Brewing for the Rogers & Porter 
agency of Rochester . « Ted Cap- 
py signed as choreogravher for 
#Caesar’s Hour” in the fall . . 
Bll Lundigan, host on “Climax, ” 
to -Detreit for ee = 
Chrysler’s new 1956 line . 

Stuart (she’s the wife of wopoday™ 
special events -producer Dick 
Kroelik) returns to “Search for To- 
morrow” Sept. 6 after having given 
birth to a daughter on July 30... 
Ruby TV-Film Productions, head- 
ed hy Ed Ruby and Jack Reizer, 
filming 30 commercials starring 
Laraine Day for Amana Products, 
via Maury Lee & Marshall, for use 
4 the Phil Silvers show oh CBS- 


Betty Cox vacations from WCBS- 
TV’s “George Skinner Show” week 
of Aug. 29, with Shirley Harmer 
subbing as featured vocalist. Bob 
Eberle and Stu Foster sub on the 
same show, male vocalist side, for 
Tommy Furtado while he vaca- 
tions Sept. 12-30, with Eberle taking 
the first week and Foster the lat- 
ter two ... Mary Costa, who does 
Chrysler’s “forward look” commer- 
c‘als, in N.Y. for a short visit . 
Ron Cochran Mos ghey from his 
WCBS-TV “Late News,” with 
Douglas Edwards soelling him 
ni gia and Ned Calmer Satur- 

ays. 


CBS Pacts Ira Ashley 


Ira_ Ashley, who’s. been produc- 
ing the “Kathy Godfrey Show” on 
CBS Radio for the past few months 
on a freelance basis, was signed 





as a staff producer - director 
by the network last week. 
He’ll continue as producer of 


Miss Godfrey’s segment and ad- 
ditionally will produce and direct 


‘the “Young Dr. Malone” soaper. 


A vet of 16 years in radio, Ash- 
ley directed “Grand Central Sta- 
tion” for some 12 years and also 
was. director on such shows as 
“Stage Door Canteen” and “Aunt 
Jenny.” 





Composer - Conductor - Original Scores 
“Dateline” 
“Yellow Jack” 
“The Women” 


“Reunion in Vienna” 





“Darkness at Noon” 
“Petrified Forest” 
“Wide Wide World” 


“The Fourposter” 





NBC-TV 





HARRY SOSNIK 


Producer's Showcase 


Musical Direction 


“Peter Pan” 
“The King and Mrs. Candle” _ 
“Our Town” 


Composer 


“Theme for Producer’s Showcase” 


























Wednesday, August 24, 1955 





Produced for quality by 










Cre TohVaelaeMlaalel  Mmasleihicis 


showmgn sof Monte Cristo 





movies’ fame. 





acc ek 





a 
‘ 


“Timeless and boundless 








in its appeal” —andre Mavrois 

















<e 


through qua 


s of America, 11 








48 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 24, 1955 








Radio-TV’s Bangup Flood Coverage 
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itor” and several eastern indie sta- 

tions. \WGTH managed to stay on 
the air, but WGTH-TV was blacked 
out all day Friday. WCCC, Hart- 
ford indie, also scrapped its pro- 
gram sked for a distaster schedule. 


In Bridgeport, WKNB-TV_ was 
knocked off the air for nearly 12 
hours due to flooding, but- WKNB- 
AM was on the air all during its 
daytime-only sked with reports. 
WHAY was off for a couple of 
hours, but fed the eight-station 
Connecticut State Network and its 
sister stations WNHC and WNHC- 
TV in New Haven flood reports. 
In Bristol, the WBIS. daytimer 
stayed on overtime at the request 
of city officials, while in Putnam, 
WPCT went off the air Friday af- 
ternoon. | 

Philly On the Job 


In Pennsylvania, the powerful 
Ph iladelphia stations did a top job, 
both on ‘coverage and in a some- 
times-pooled effort to help stations 
in the stricken areas, while the 
latter kept the Philly outlets ap- 
raised of late developments. WIP, 
for example, maintained a constant 
beep phone vigil with stations in 
key areas, including WVPO in 
Strovésburg;”. WTTM. Trenton; 
WSAN, Allentown; WEST, Easton 
and WBUX, Doylestown. Station 
maintained. contact with ham oper- 
ators who flashed news of sur- 
vivors. as they were rescued, and 
kept highway reports coming ir 
from State Police covering bridge 
washouts, etc. 

KYW in Philadelphia acted as 
a clearinghouse, not only for other 
Philly stations but for outlets in 
Allentown ard Reading, with Bill 
Givens and Vince Lee on the air 
all day Saturday with reports from 
children’s camps. Station had list- 
ed, with the cooperation of listen- 
ers whe phoned in as they got 
news of theic family, the situation 
at 53-camps in the Poconos, while 
the Sunday morning papers car- 
ried reports of only 37 camps. 

Entire staffs of WPTZ, WCAU 
and WFIL were put an the job 
for continuous coverage of the 
floods, with staffs of the tv outlets 
supplying footage as well as verbal 
reports.- State Police, impressed 
by WCAU's coverage, sent out tel- 
etype dispatches addressed, “At- 
tention AP, UP and WCAU News.” 

In Rhode Island, WPRO-TV in 
Providence chartered a plane and 
a camera crew and station news- 
caster Morton Blender flew over 
stricken areas. Four special news- 
reel crews covered the stricken 
areas of three New England states, 
with the station airing five special 
filmed reports between Saturday 
and Monday in addition to its news 
coverage. WPRO-AM maintained a 
constant flow of bulletins. 

In Boston, WBZ radio and tv 
operations were knocked out 
briefly Friday morning, but. emer- 
gency equipment got them back 











jon in only three minutes. Stations 
proadcast highway bulletins all 


day, at the same time sending out 


27 newscameramen to - hard-hit 
areas. While WBZ-TV announcer 
Don Kent was delivering his regu- 
lar morning weather show, police 
were evacuating his family from 
nearby Weymouth, where land- 
slides threatened. Dick Hand, the 
station’s Concord, N. H., corre- 
spondent, hired a plane to ‘fly over 
the western Mass. area so he could 
get air shots of flood damage. In 
Worcester, WTAG maintained a 
phone hookup over all New Eng- 
land, broadcasting bulletins as 
they arrived. Station’s FM’er went 
on the air five hours early. 

In New York the networks 
leaned heavily on reports from af- 
filiates, with NBC’s “Monitor” in 
particular doing a good coverage 
job, using reports from KRNY in 
Kingston, N. -Y., WLEV-TV in 
Bethlehem, Pa., and WPTZ han- 
dling most of the work. Local New 
York stations were active, with 
WINS maintaining steady contact 
with WBZ, WGTH and WALL in 
Middletown, N. Y., the heart of 
the camp area. WNYC, the munici- 
pal station, kept a flow of bulletins 
going on specific camps reported 
safe, plus special messages from 
the Health Dept., the Red Cross, 
the Automobile Club and the Po- 
lice Dept., with the city depart- 
ments taking the opportunity to 
deny several rumors which -had 
sprung up. 

WRCA’s roving reporter, Gabe 
Pressman, hit the flood areas by 
car and later on foot, phoning 
through his first repe:. Friday at 
8 am. from Port Jervis, N. Y., 

and remaining in the flood areas 
until Friday night, when he tre- 
turned to do a wrapup at li p.m., 
then returning once again to the 
floods Saturday and Sunday. His 
Sunday broadcast, with the Gov- 
ernors of the areas, was aired on 
the network. } 


Connecticut’s ‘Politics’ 


Speaking of governors, Connecti- 
cut’s Gov. Abraham Ribicoff found 
himself in hot water with the 
state’s radio-tv outlets even as the 
disaster mounted, with stations ac- 
cusing him of “playing footsie” 
with WTIC in Hartford and with 
the newspapers. Claim was made 
that he wouldn’t grant. radio in- 
terviews and that. radio people 
at first were not allowed into trou- 
bled areas although the newspa- 
pers were. A Sept. 15 meeting of 
the Connecticut State Network 
will take up these gripes, plus an 
additional ‘one that several made 
to the effect -that they weren’t 
alerted to the flood. It’s said that 
WTIC received a state police alert 
at 3:40 a.m. Friday and was on 
the air an hour later, beating other 
stations to the punch. 

One radio newsman in the hard- 
est-hit area, Stroudsburg, Pa., 
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made frontpages all over the coun- 
try. He was S. Bryden Taylor, 
news of WVPO there, 
who did a by-lined eyewitness story 
for-the United Press. 


Davis Cup Matches 


ams Continued from page 31 eae 


sporting events, NBC has already 
done a tinted indoor event, the 
Al Andrews-Gustav Scholz mid- 
dieweight bout from Madison Sq. 
Garden in March of 1954. 

Matches, aside from their tint- 
casts in the U. S., are also set for 
worldwide exposure via a series 
of deals notched up by Paul Tal- 
bot, head of Fremantle Overseas 
Radio & TV. Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. is carrying the events 
live im all of Canada in black-and- 
white, while kinnied versions will 
be aired in Japan, Venezuela, 
Great Britain, France and Italy. 
Japan telecasts will be sponsored 
by General Bussan Co., which re- 
cently sponsored the interzone 
finals in the matches. 

A 4T-station radio lineup ir 
Australia, the Macquarie Network, 
will carry a live radio pickup, with 
Ampol Petroleum eas TSG: for 
Down Under. 


Canadian Govt’s ‘Gotta 
Have Set of Rules’ For 
Employees Going on Air 


Ottawa, Aug. 19. 

Department of Agriculture was 
the first Canadian federal govern- 
ment department to set down a 
policy for staffers’ participation in 
radio and television airers. With 
its more than 9,000 employees 
spread coast to coast, the depart- 
ment’s deputy minister, Dr. J. G. 
Taggart, found workers, principally 
district office personnel, becoming 
increasingly popular as guesters on 
farm, panel and other shows and 
gave.them a set of rules to go by. 

“Public relations may be ie 
garded as part of our job,” 
Taggart advised, adding that boa 
ployees, while not promoting their 
own participation in a show, should 
not refuse an invitation to appear 
without good reason. The only time 
staffers should appear on “enter- 
tainment”. programs, he said, was 
when they were doing it entirely 
apart from their department duties. 
He cautioned them to avoid panel 
shows unless they were absolutely 
sure they wouldn’t get drawn into 
controversies on public policy, and 
to stick to giving technical advice 
or factual descriptions of depart- 
mental work. Any staffer in doubt 
appearing on radio or video was 
urged to check with his boss, even 
if located some distance from his 
headquarters, “by telephone if 
necessary.” 


Don McNeill Spreading 
Into Packaging Field 


Don MeNeill, toastmaster of 
““Breakfast Club” on ABC radic. 
is spreading his wings in the tele 
packaging field. His Don McNeill 
Enterprises corporate adjunct is 
assembling a _ series of special 
hour-long shows which would be 
presented six times a year tied in 
with the major holidays. 

McNeill, who will host the series, 
is currently on the prowl for a 
producey-writer and plans to pitch 
the shows to all three networks. 
His longterm pact with ABC per- 
mits outside tv activity. 


U. of Minn. Gridcasts 


Minneapolis, Aug. .23. 
All sellout U. of Minnesota home 
football games will be televised this 
fall, as permitted. how by the 




















NCAA, it has been: unced by 
| Ike Armstrong, a director. 
Program alro calls forthe video 


lof two Minnesota tits ona regional 


basis. 

Armstrong himséif said he favors 
the regional telecast of one home 
and one road contest. 





Houston—-Six Houstonians have 
been named as a television advis- 
ory board for the U. of: Houston. 
They are Jack Harris; yeepee of 
the Houston Post Co., and general 
manager of KPRC and’ KPRC- TV; 
John T. Jones, prez.of the Houston 
Chronicle and of KTRK-TV; Paul 
Taft, prez and general manager of 
KGUL-TV; John Paul Goodwin, of 
the Goodwin-Dannenbaum Adver- 
tising Ageney; Roger Jeffery rep- 


“1 resenting the school’s. Alumni As- 





pp sociation and Corbin. Robertson, 
Sepresertnty 


the regerts> 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


RCA is. collaboraung with the U. to give 
southeast Asia and the Middle East me ak ox let at television via 
demonstrations at three international trade fairs between now and 
Dec. 15. First of the fairs, at Jakarta, Indonesia, is already under way; 
the others will be held at Karachi, Pakistan and New Delhi.:— 

Some $500,000 worth of equipment and a team of 15. engineers is 
being provided by RCA for the demonstrations, the equipment inelud- 
ing complete television studics with three-camera setups and installa- 
tions, a closed-circuit transmitting system, a theatre-tv projection unit 
and many 21-inch sets. Six hours a day of livé and film programming 


are being provided for a theatre setup anda lineup of Sets. located © 


for viewing by thousands of people each day. RCA prez Frank’ M. 
haan a estimates that 12,000,000 Asians will see tv in operation for the 
rst time. 





“The Search,” which has occupied the CBS-TV Tuesday-at-10:30 time 
period as summer filler, is being extended for four telecasts ‘past its 
original cancellation date. Show which was slated to leave the air 
Aug. 30, will now remain on through Sept. 27, with the Frigidaire- 
sponsored “My Favorite Husband” then premiering for the fail in 
the time slot. Reason for the extension is the fact that ‘““Husband”: is 
going film after two years of live, and the CBS Coast programmers 
won’t have any film in the can until near the end of September. 
“Search” will air four more repeats, the first on automation (shot at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology), a study of hurricane dis- 

asters shot in Waco with the U. of Texas, a film on aviation medicine 
made in conjuction with the Air Force and a look at educational sys- 
tems produced at Harvard. 





A recreation of the first commercial radio broadeast—a musi¢al show 
on WEAF, N. Y., interrupted for commercials for a Jackson Heights 
realty firm on Sept. 7, 1922—will be aired, ironically enough, by a non- 
commercial outlet next week. WYNC, the New York municipally-op- 
erated station, will do the recreation Aug. 30 as part of its regular 
Tuesday noontime Battery. Park Band Concert show. Specific show will 


‘| Salute the American Institute of the City of New York. 





WQXR, the New York Times good music station in N. Y., is revising 
its late-night pattern to present two hours of symphonic music from 
11 p.m: through: a.m. starting Sept. 1. Station previously ran an hour 
of symphony at 11, then switched to chamber music from midnight 
until the 1 a.m. signoff. Under the new pattern, movements from 
symphonies and shorter works will occupy the first A while com- 
plete major works will be used in the second stanza. 





Mutual pressagent Harry Algus, after several. years away from the 
reportorial field, made’ a cOmeback for himself last week. Away on 
vacation in Wurtsbo _N. Y., in the Borscht Belt, Algus’got caught 
in the middle of the flash floods that hit New York along with four 
other states. 5 

Algus got to a phone and called in an eyewitness story te WOR- 
Mutual in N. Y., where it was taped and aired Friday (19) on the local 
Allen Grainger ‘show and — on the network’s newscasts all 
during the evening. 





NBC has handed out the first two awards in its recently émounced 
scholarship and fellowship program aimed at perpetuating ‘high stand- 
ards in radio and television drama. Winner of the 1955 “Presidents 
Award,” carrying a cash prize of $6,000 and an opportunity to work 
with top producers and directors, is 27-year-old Robert E. Dierbeck, 
television coordinator of the Milwaukee Public Museum and writer- 
producer-director of several educational shows there, who will study 
documentary television techniques with Henry Salomon and Fred Coe. 

Frank M. Skinner Jr., a 24-year-old page at NBC, won the NBC 
Employees Award, carrying a $2,700 prize and a scholarship to a col- 
lege of his choice. Skinner will go to Yale for graduate any: in acenic 
design at the Drama School. 


Indian TV Study 








‘GOONS’ IN CANADA 
Ottawa, Aug. 23. 
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higher income children enjoy the 
reverse. 

Study also covers parents’ atti- 
tude toward children’s show, and 
rank as most beneficial to their off- 
spring the cartoon and science pro- 
grams. They also feel the light 
adult comedy shows are beneficial 
—as some parents put it ,“such 
programs relaxed their children 
and put them in a good frame of 
mind before bedtime.” Less popu- 
lar were comedies, westerns and 
science fantasies, but decidedly un- 
popular with mom and pop were 
programs of crime, mystery and 
violence. Parents suggested the 
need for more programs of a 
“broad educational nature set in 
an appropriate format” and more 
religious show, insisted that proper 
scheduling is as important as the 
programs themselves, and empha- 
sized that, the parents themselves 
“have an ‘important place in the 
television activities of their chil- 
dren, this responsibility ranging 
from proper indoctrination in. their 
children of a sense of values, to ac- 


tive monitoring of the television ’ 


set on a program-to-program basis.” 


=i Continued from page 25 Game 


of the major series (probably 
spanning four or five shows) will 


explore the whole mental health 
picture. 
at work on this, one. 

Sunday afternoon “Face the Na- 
tion,” CBS’ answer to “Meet the 
Press,” is being retooled for the 
new semester. Stuart Novins, who 
was Gitlin’s No. 1 administrative 
aide, becomes the new moderator 
of the series. 

Also within the public affairs 
area are~ the 10-by-Ed . Murrow 
“supers,” although these are budg- 
eted and produced: (by Fred 
Friendly) separately. 





Separate unit is already. 





Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
pacted with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. to air the BBC comedy 
show, “The Goons,” on CBC’s 
Trans-Canada radio web, preem- 
ing Sept. 29. “Goons” will be 
scheduled at 9 p.m. : 

Airer stars British comics Peter 
Sellers, Harry Secombe and Spike 
Milligan, with Milligan and Erie 
Sykes scripting. 
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Gite 
Starting 9th YEAR on 


TELEVISION 


Next Monday, August 29th 


ABC-TV 


Seen Coast-to-Coast, Monday thru Friday, 7 p.m. 
Presented Through the Courtesy of 


GORDON BAKING COMPANY 


Bakers of Silvercup—the World's Finest Bread 
in New York, Chicago, Detroit and Elkhart-South Bend 


AN ABC-TV CO-OP PROGRAM 


Produced by BEULAH ZACHARY 
Directed by LEWIS GOMAVITZ 
Assistant to Burr Tillstrom—JOSEPH LOCKWOOD 
Music by CAROLYN GILBERT 
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Round-The-World Farm Study To 
Be Sponsored by KCMO in Kaycee 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

An around the world farm stats 
tour is being planned by KCM 
and KCMO-TV this winter. Jack 
Jackson, director of agriculture for 
the stations, will be in charge of a 
three-section tour leaving here 
Nov. 1, 1955. 

One section of the tour is sched- 
uléd for Yugoslavia, expecting to 
be the first radio-tv farm group to 
visit that country since it was re- 
cently opened to visitors. 


One section will make a 22-day 


tour including Europe only. The 
second section will add 14 days to 
the tour, including Belgrade and 
the Scandinavian countries. The 
third section will proceed east- 
ward from Yugoslavia and con- 
tinue around the world. This is be- 
lieved to be the first radio-tv-farm 
tour to go the complete circle on 
an educational tour. 


Gen. Tire to Sponsor 


‘Turkey Grid on ABC-TV 

ABC-TV last week tied up rights 
to the Thanksgiving Day Detroit 
Lions-Green Bay Packers pro foot- 
ball game and then went out and 
got the owner of another network 
to r the gridcast. Genera! 
Tire & Rubber Co., which owns 
General Teleradio and controls the 
Mutual Broa Co.,_ will 
sponsor the Nov. 24 outing, with 
the concession that Teleradio’s 
WOR-TV in New York and KHJ- 
TV in Los Angeles will carry the 
contest along with WABC-TV and 
KABC-TV, the Gotham and L. A. 
o&0’s of ABC, 

‘Harry Wismer, who doubles from 
sportscasting to exec duties with 
Teleradio, will handle the com- 
mentary from Detroit's Briggs Sta- 
dium. Game time is 12 noon, 








' Albany—Johnny Lee, longtime 
rogram manager of WOKO and 
fae am-station manager at 
WROW, will return to broadcast- 
ing with an hour-long children’s 
Reet 10. over WPTR, starting 
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Hub’s ‘BZ Scoreboard’ 


Boston, Aug. 23. 

“BZ Scoreboard” is the new up- 
coming WBZ-WBZA football cov- 
erage show skedded for the pig- 
skin season from 1 to 5 Saturdays 
to beat the play-by-play format 
classed as “plague by plague” bit 
for radio stations by the Westing- 
house outlet here. 

WBZ sports director Leo Egan, 
sports staffer Lindy Miller, Fred 
Foy, schoolboy sports editor of the 
Boston Traveler, and newsman 
Vern Williams along with music 
personality Nelsong Bragg com- 
prise the new team for football 
coverage. Infc on all college, pro 
and high school games from kick- 
off to final gun is to be presented. 


Fund for Republic 
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top winners are all professional 
writers: Burton Benjamin is a doc- 
umentary writer for RKO Pathe 
while brother James is a freelance 
magazine writer; Mrs. Andrews is 
an ex-ABC Radio scripter and wife 
of Martin Andrews, ABC director; 
while Miss Sinclair is a novelist. 


Runners-up in the documentary 
class, with prizes of $1,500. each, 
were Lew Andrews, Mrs. Kristin 
E. Hunter, J. F. Breg, Clayre and 
Michel Lipman, Muriel O’Donnell 
and Hugh Gore Whittington. Ad- 
ditional prizes of $750 each in the 
drama class went to Robert Spen- 
cer Carr, Leo Goldman, Andrew 
McCullough, John W. McGreevey, 
Jean F. Merrill, William O’Toole, 
Rose Leiman Schiller, J. G. Sev- 
erns, Marian C. Skedgell and 
Victor Ullman. Total of 54 scripts 
reached the finals in the competi- 
tion. 

Herblock series, in which the 
cartoonist will discuss current af- 
fairs and illustrate them with car- 
toons, will be a quarter-hour 
series of 26 on film and will be 
distributed on a.market-by-market 
basis by Reggie Scheubel. Films 
will be put up for sponsorship on 
each station, and thus far some 
25 outlets have committed them- 
selves to the show for the first 
cycle of 13. Cost of the 26-show 
package will run about $200,000, 
but the Fund hopes to get the 
production coin back via sales to 
sponsors. Joe Wershba, formerly 
of the “See It Now” ‘staff, will 
direct the show which will be pre- 
duced by Information Productions, 
Inc., headed by Alfred Butterfield 
and Thomas H. Wolf: 











Ottawa—Staff switches in Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. television 
include: W. Hugh Clark, irom asst. 
supervisor of commercial sales, to 
supervisor; Donald J. Macdonald, 
from asst. mgr. of national CBC tv 
news, to mgr.; Ken Brown from tv 
news editor to asst. mgr., replacing 
Macdonald; Gunnar Rugheimer, 
from commercial division of CBC 
tv news to senior sales rep. 








1V, new VHF stations were doing 





Good salary to start. 





SECRETARY- 
STENOGRAPHER 


Excellent Opportunity for Private Secretary. Ability 
to take fast dictation efficiently is prime requisite. 


BOX V-1234, VARIETY 
154 WEST 46TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


Revive ‘Esso Reporter’ . 


Esso Standard Oil has revived 
‘its television version of “Your Esse 
Reporter” and thas signed with 
WRCA-TV, N. Y. for a 10-minute 
cross-the-board version of the show 
plus two additional cross-board 
five-minute local new cutins on 
“Today.” Station is creating a 6:45- 
7 p.m. news & weather block, mov- 
ing Tex Antoine and his Con Edi- 
son weather capsule to 6:45 and 
following at 6:50 with the 10-min- 
ute Esso segment with Ken Bang- 
hart featured. 

“Today” cutins previously have 
been used as spot carriers, with 
Esso taking over as regular bank- 
roller of the two five-minute cap- 
sules at 7:25 and 8:25 a.m. Roger 
Bowman continues as commentator. 
Business was_ placed through 
Marschalk & Pratt. 


Not All ¥’s Profit 
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es during the 10-month peried 
studied. 
In markets served by one other 














better. Of 55 new V’s in these 
areas, 71% were making money last 
year or had reached the black by 
October. The remaining 29% had 
continuing losses. 

In markets served by two or 
more VHF stations, the new V's 
were doing almost as well. Of 44 
new stations in these areas, 68% 
were showing profits or reaching 
the black while 32% were sustain- 
ing continuous losses. 

As for the ultra high stations, 
the survey bore out reports of UHF 
difficulties. Of 122 U’s which 
started in 1952 or 1953, nearly 
three-fourths showed continuous 
losses during the 10-month period. 
By last June, 31 of the 10 went off 
the air and 58 others were sustain- 
ing losses of more than $8,000 a 
month, 

Contentions by UHF operators 
that they cannot survive in areas 
served by two or more VHF sta- 
tions do not appear to be borne 
out by the survey, Of 34 U’s in 
such areas, néarly one-third were 
showing profits or approaching the 
black by last October and eight 
stations were grossing better than 
$20,000 per month. 

In areas served by one VHF sta- 
tion, more than one-fourth of the 
U’s were in or approaching the 
black. In areas with no VHF com- 
petition one-third of the U’s were 
losing. money throughout the 10- 
month period. 
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Only an Elephant Never Forgets 


KPIX, the Westinghouse-CBS outlet 


San Francisco, Aug. 23. 
here, was cooperating with 


_ The San Francisco News last week in an elephant-naming contest. 
The cooperation consisted of elephantine plugs on Pete Aben- 
heim’s filmed “Captain Fortune” show. 

One afternoon all the KPIX cameramen were busy; there was 
no one available to shoot 300-400 feet at the zoo. The station’s 
general manager, Philip G. Lasky, and the assistant general man- 
ager, George Mathiesen, threw themselves into the breach. They 


volunteered to shoot the film. 


Off they went to the zoo and filmed lots of kids, elephanis and 
Pete Abenheim. But, unfortunately for “Captain Fortune,” the 
footage will never go out over the air. When Lasky and Mathiesen 
returned from the zoo and had the film developed, they discovered 
they'd forgotten to take the cap off the camera’s lens. 











WPIX — 
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for Adventure” and such network 
reruns as “Life With Father” and 
“San Francisco Beat” that are 
proving the sponsor draws, says 
Thrower. 

Coincidental deemphasis on 
sports doesn’t mean an abandon- 
ment by any means, ‘with the sta- 
tion continuing with the N. Y. 
Yankees and Giants telecasts and 
three nights a week from Madison 
Sq. Garden. But the Garden 
slate has been trimmed down — 
hockey and other weaker aitrac- 
tions eliminated—to three nights 
weekly starting at 9 p.m. and end- 
ing about 10:30. It’s the “cream 
sports events,”’ says Trower, and 
to prove it points out that the 
Madison Sq. schedule is three-quar- 
ters sold, to Bristol-Myers, Gen- 
aa Cigar and an unidentified beer 
client. 


Outlet’s program sales include 


alternate weeks on “Ellery 
Queen,” which it just acquired 
from Television Programs of 


America, to Carter Products via 
SSC&B; Fromm & Sichel (wines) 
via Geyer to alternate weeks on 
“City. Detective” and “San Fran- 
cisco Beat”; General Electric via 
Y & R on alternate weeks of 
“City Detective’; Quaker City 
Chocolate on its ““Ramar’” renewal; 
Buitoni Marcaroni via J. Walter 
Thompson to full sponsorship of 
“Life With Father.” That’s above 
and beyond the Simoniz, Brown & 
Mars and Heinz deals. On the live 
side, Buitoni has picked up the 
Friday portion and Renfield Im- 
porters the Thursday segment of 
the Dione Lucas cooking show. In 
the feature film category, Flagstaff 
Foods, via Weiss & Geller, has 
signed for full sponsorship of a 
one-a-week feature showcase titled 
“Flagstaff Theatre.” 


Last-inute saJe was that of “Con- 
fidential File” to Gold Sea] in the 
syndicated pix category. 
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tion of a party he would like to 
see get a crack at the riddle. Here’s 
where automation comes in. Show 
will employ a giant “aiternating” 
machine which will have on card 
file descriptions of millions of per- 
sons in the U. S. When the agent 
gives his description, it will be 
fed into the machine and out will 
come the name of a person, pre- 
sumably the one the agent des- 
cribes. That person will be called 
during the show and asked the 
riddle, getting the prize if she or 
he furnishes the right answer. In- 
itial problem will be getting the 
complete index of descriptions, but 
as a Starter it’s hoped to get people 
to write in. 


‘shere’s an element of poetic jus- 
tice, aside from the Cowan angle, 
to the deal. That’s Speidel’s buy-in 
as alternate sponsor. Speidel had 
practically begged CBS-TV for the 
then-open Tuesday at 10:30 time 
slot .following “Question,” asking 
to put in a quiz show “compatible” 
with “Question.” CBS had turned 
Speidel down cold, giving the time 
to Frigidaire, which is installing 
“My Favorite Husband.” By taking 
on “Surprise,” Speidel gets its 
“compatible-type” show but not 
the powerful spillover audience. 
Howeved, the bankoller believes 
“Surprise” has enough merit of its 
own to cash in on the big-bank- 
rolled quiz bonanza, and the entire 
idea behind the show and its quick 
purchase serves to point up the 
“hot for the quizzers” attitude 
engendered by the success of 
“Question.” 

“Surprise” bows Oct. 8. 





Chicago Burke-Stuart Inc., sta- 
tion rep firm, has opened a Windy 
City office. Ed Paro, who has been 
heading up the Texas State Net- 
work office here, will helm the 
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Berle 
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ever, in view of the Broadway spe- 
culation at the time of its publica- 
tion, insiders are impressed by 
irony of Berle’s current interest 
in video rights to the script. Jack 
Carson is being mentioned for the 
lead role if Berle will participate 
merely as producer-director of the 
one-shot. 

Lehman’s most recent credit on 
tv was an adaptation of his mag 
yarn, “Slide, Darling, Slide,” per- 
formed on the filmed “Ford ,Thea- 
tre” series a month ago with Vir- 
ginia Field starred. 


Perlmutter Upped 


Al Perimutter has been named 
manager of special projects in the 
news and special events depart- 
ment of WRCA and WRCA-TY, the 
NBC flagship stations in N. Y. 
Perlmutter had previously oper- 
ated in the NBC o&o advertising- 
promotion department, where he is 
being replaced by Al Slep as ad- 
promotion coordinator. 


Slep moves over from Republic 
Pictures. 


-Los Angeles—Jim McCulla, for- 
mer. Coast director of Liberty 
Broadcasting System, has been ap- 
pointed to the news and special 
events staff of KABC as news- 
caster. 








Calif. Labor Fed. 
In Toll-TV Rap 


San Diego, Aug.23. 

Pay-tv proposals now before the 
FCC were rapped at last week’s 
California State Federation of 
Labor convention here, as Federa- 
tion adopted an anti-toll video 
resolution introduced by the Cali- 
fornia State Theatrical Federation, 
an org of AFL theatrical unions 
and guilds. 


Resolution charged that sub- 
scription tv would impose an 
economic burden on those least 
able to afford it; that it would 
seize an already-established me- 
dium; that it Would make millions 
of sets useless unless owners were 
willing to pay additional tab; and 
that. it would monopolize limited 
supply of talent now employed on 
live tv. 

Average yearly expenditures for 
pay-tv, should the proposals be 
approved, would run about: $1,156 
per family, said resolution. 





DODGE CITY SEEKS TV’ER 
Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

New tv station is being sought 
for the Dodge City area of south- 
western Kansas. 

Application for a construction 
permit now is before the FCC, ac- 
cording to Leigh Warner, Cimar- 
ron, president of Southwest Kan- 
sas Television, Inc. % 
—_—_——— 





ADVERTISING AGENCIES 


prefer M M FILM SERVICES 
because it has top flight edi- 
tors—Meets rush deadlines— 
Does a completely professsional 
job — Is reasonably priced — 
Convenently located at 723 7th 
Ave. — 48th and 7th— 


You Can Phone 
M M FILM SERVICES, INC. 
et JU 6-7430 




















TOUPEES 


THAT DEFY DETECTION 
Hollywood + Crewcut - Pompadours 
Can be used for r 
Sleeping © Swimming 
Sports, etc. 
FREE CONSULTATION 
Samples on Hand 
Mail Orders Guaranteed 


THEATRICAL WIGS OF ALL TYPES 
FOR RENT & SALE 

















67 W. 46 St. N. YC 
JU 2-3992 


LERCH 














4,500 Sq. Ft. 
Penthouse 


Hotel Great Northern 
118 WEST 57th STREET 


@ ideal for TV rehearsais 
@ Ballet School 
@ Dance Instruction 
@ Photographic or Art! Studie 
@ Or living quarters 

24-hour elevator and switchboard serviee 
Inspection invited. By appt. 


Call Harry Epstein, Ci 7-1900 

















These two engaging comedy 





NOSY ROSY and SNOOPER 


characters, 
as dolls, are now available for 1.V—puppets and animation. 
JEAN HACKETT, Hotel Ten Park Ave., New York 16, N.Y. 


beloved by children 
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DISK CLUB 





WINS Blacks Out Carbons 


Established idea in the disk biz that note-for-note copying of 
someone else’s disk is ethically okay, has finally met some formal 
opposition. Bob Smith, program manager of WINS, New York in- 
die, has ordered all of the station’s jockeys to cut out disk copies 
from their shows. Smith has drawn a distinction between a “copy” 
disk, in which the original version’s arrangement is duplicated 
completely even to the vocal tricks of the artists, and a “cover” 
disk, in which an artist does a version of a song with his own 
Covers will continue to be played on the station. 

Smith has started to compile a list of recent original waxings 
on which “copies,” some of which turned out to be bigger hits than 
the kickoff version, have been made. 
sides as The Nutmegs’ “Story Untold”; Laverne Baker’s “Tweedle 
Dee”; Billy Vaughn’s “Melody of Love”; Fats Domino’s “Ain’t It 
a Shame”; the Crazy Otto piano disks; Roger Williams’ “Autumn 
Leaves”; Priscilla Wright’s ‘Man in the Raincoat”; Chuck Berry’s 
“Mabelline”; Lillian Briggs’ “I Want You to Be My Baby,” and a 


interpretation. 


flock of r&b tunes. 


Smith stated that the new policy versus carbons was being inau- 
gurated as a matter of fairness to the artists. It will, he said, help 
to prevent the “stealing of hits.” 





Another Round of Tunes Now Try 
For That Jackpot Payoff on Video 


Another round of shooting for+- 


song hits via a video dramatic 
pr dhe is coming up. On the 
CBS-TV » “Studio One Summer 
Theatre” show next Monday (29) 
a new tune, “A Chance At Love, 
will be introduced in a drama of 
the same title. Tune, recorded by 
Paul Weston for Celumbia, was 
written by Eugene Cines, director 
of CBS-TV program music, with 
lyrics by Carl Sigman. is 
On Sept. 4, “Philco Playhouse 
is doing a show called “Miss Amer- 
ica,” which will feature a title 
song by Bernie Wayne. Johnny 
Desmond, who clicked with another 
tv tune, “Play Me Hearts and 
Flowers,” from a show in which he 
appeared, will star in the show and 
disk the tune for Coral Records. 
Tune is also due for a plug at 
the Mis? America Pageant in At- 
lantic City, Sept. 10. E. B. Marks 
Music is publishing. ' 
The drive to get that video plug 
was launched in earnest early this 
year after the CBS-TV “Studio 
One” plug for “Let Me-Go, Lover,” 
as sung and recorded by Joan 
Weber for Columbia. It was an 
overnight smash that underlined 
video’s power to make hits by a 


~gingle mass exposure. 


Although no tv song since has 
reached the status of “Let Me 
Go, Lover,” several other video- 
plugged tunes have made the 
grade. In addition to “Play Me 
Hearts and Flowers,” there have 
been Gisele MacKenzie’s “Hard 
To’ Get,” from the “Justice” series; 
“Blue Star,” the theme of “Medic,” 
recorded with lyrics by Felicia 
Safders for Columbia; and _ the 
Puccini aria, “O Mio Babbino 
Caro,” also’ spotlighted on a 
“Studio One” show and recorded 
for Mercury by Ralph Marterie. 


Gelatt’s ‘Fabulous 
Phonograph’ History 


A Comorehensive Work 
By JIM WALSH 


Thomas A. Edison invented the 
phonograph almost 80 years ago— 
Vt years ago, to be exact—but, 
culturally speaking, it has come 
of age only since fhe introduc- 


tion and.popularization of satisfac- 
tory LP records during the past 
decade. Another sign that the plat- 
ter-player has reached musical ma- 
turity is the appearance of the first 
accurate and comprehensive book 
ever devoted to the story of the 
talking machine—‘The Fabulous 
Phonograph,” by Roland Gelatt 
(Liepincott; $4.95.) 

Gelatt has done a job that need- 
ed. doing and did it well. Over 
the years, other writers in such 
widely separated spots as New Zea- 
land, England and the U.S.A., have 
tried to trace the history of 
Edison’s faverite instrument, but 
only musicologist Gelatt has writ- 
ten lucidly and_  entertainingly, 
given the whole story, or nearly 
ali of it, and made the minimum 
of mistakes. There are omissions, 
as there necessarily must be in 
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The originals include such 














Disk Jockey Is Boss 


Rutland, Vt., Aug. 23. 

One way for a disk jockey to 
set his own policy is to buy 
the station. That’s exactly what 
Jack Bennett, jockey on 
WHWB in this town, did. 

Transfer of the 1,000-watter 
from the former owner Charles 
J. Bates to Bennett was re- 
cently approved by the FCC. 


Glaser Packages 
Top Cool Combos 
For Arena Swing 


First largescale jazz show for 
the arena and auditorium trade is 
being produced by Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. for a 
swing around the country this fall. 


Show will comprise Dave Brubeck 
Quartet with Paul Desmond, Gerry 
Mulligan Sextet, Australian Jazz 


Quartet and Carmen MacRae. Lay- 
out in the modern idiom to be de- 
signed for the arenas. 


Group will hit 41 cities starting 
at the Arena, New Haven on Nov. 
1 and will hit Carnegie Hall, N.Y., 
on Nov. 4 or 5, both nights have 
been reserved in the Hall, but de- 
cision as to playdate will be made 
later. 

Since “The Biggest Show of 
1955” had to curtail its route, last 
season because of declining biz, 
there has been little activity in 
jazz shows “for arenas except. for 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic.” Glas- 
er’s outfit marks an attempt to re- 
activate what was once a lucrative 
business. 


LANDOWSKA’S $50 SET 
A QUICK RCA SELLOUT 


In another display of the selling 
power of some longhair packages, 
RCA Victor’s $50 limited edition 
set of Wanda Landowska’s harpsi- 
chord playing of Bach’s “Well- 
Tempered Clavier” was a sellout in 
less than four weeks after its re- 
lease in June. 

Company execs initially figured 
it. would take at least six months 
to turn over the 1,000 albums, 
which contained six 12-inch LPs 
each. Rapid sellout occurred de- 
spite the fact that the album did 
not comprise new disks. They all 
had been issued previously as 
single LPs. 











Mischa Violin’s Agency Spot 





Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Mischa Violin, formerly musical | 

director of the Roxy Theatre, N. Y.., | 

in the ’30s, has joined the Jack | 

Linder agency as head of the music | 
department. 

He will book bands and orches- | 
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AWAIT REACTION 
~ TOOL SETUP 


Developing dealer reaction to 
the Columbia Record LP Club, 
which was launched last week, will 
determine whether similar plans 
will be put into operation by some 
of the other major companies. If 
the dealers support the Columbia 
project, then it’s likely that other 
club plans will be set up. Another 
disking exec, for instance, indi- 
cated that if the Col club plan 


proves successful in pulling plus 
business without antagonizing the 
retailers, his label could also be 
expected to come up with a disk 
club. 

The dealer jury, ‘however, is still 
out on the Columbia club plan. 
While Col has received support 
from many outlets around the 
country, opposition te the club 
plan was also shaping up as a 
strong factor in several cities. 
Crystalization of dealer opinion to 
the Col plan will take place in the 
next couple of weeks after the 
dealers have a chance to become 
more familiar with the Col setup. 
During this time, dealer groups in 
several cities have scheduled meet- 
ings to discuss Col’s move and to 
determine whether to support or 
oppose it. 

Columbia, meantime, has. made 
several refinements in the club’s 
promotion to accommodate the lo- 
cal dealers. Full-page Col adver- 
tisements in the press over last 
weekend, for instance, included 
the names and addresses of local 
dealers through whom member- 
ship applications could be ob- 
tained. The ads also informed 
prospective members that they 
could join the Col club directly by 
applying to the national headquar- 
ters in N. Y. The big bone of con- 
tention over the Col plan is 
whether the direct membership 
applications will draw business 
away from the local dealers. 


Col execs are taking precautions 
to prevent or minimize this deve:- 
opment. Spot radio announcements 
plugging the club in various locali- 
ties were revamped to push dealer 
membership rather than direct ap- 
plications. Followup ads in the 
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Satchmo to Spark 
Italy Jazz Fest 


Rome, Aug. 16. 

Louis Armstrong makes his third 
grand tour of Italy this September, 
during a European swing, in a 
combo which is to include Barney 
Bigard at the clarinet and Trammy 
Young, among others. Armstrong’s 
package, which in the past two 
stanzas here has received top wel- 
come, will be followed on a penin- 
sular tour by the Jerry Mulligan 
Quartet. 

Fall jazz. activity in Italy will 
spotlight a two-day Jazz Festival, 





to be held in Milan, this year on an | 


international scale. All the Italian 
combos will be repped as in past 
years, including the Milan College 
Jazz Society, the Roman New Or- 
leans Band, etc. Among thé soloists 
to be featured are such European 
names as Albert Nicolas, pianist 
Lil Armstrong, Lays Gullin from 
Sweden, and Hans Koller from 
Germany. 
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Mitch ‘Tex’ Miller 


Mitch Miller, Columbia Rec- 
ords’ artists & repertoire chief 
who is currently riding with 
a click in “Yellow Rose of 
Texas,” was made an honorary 
citizen of the Lone Star: state 
in Dallas last week. 

He was palmed in Texas en 
route to the Coast where’s due 
to stay about two weeks. 


Blaine Sells Out 
Jubilee and Josie 
Labels to Combo 


Jerry Blaine has sold out his two 
indfe labels, Jubilee and Josie, to 
an investment syndicate for a re- 
ported $200,000. Syndicate, which 
owns extensive holdings in diversi- 
fied fields, has named Herb Dex- 
ter as general manager of the two 
labels. Dexter, former Philadelphia 
disk jockey who has been artists & 
repertoire chief for Blaine’s disk 
operation for the past three years, 
takes over the g.m. spot Sept. 1. 

Blaine, who organized Jubilee 
some nine years ago, will hence- 
forth concentrate on his wholesal- 
ing outfit, Cosnat Distributors. 
Latter is one of the biggest indie 
distrib outfits in the disk biz, with 
five branches in as many cities 
handling such labels as Dot and 
Atlantic. Cosnat will continue to 
-distribute for Jubilee. 

Under Blaine’s aegis, Jubilee 
concentrated on pops and packages 
while the Josie diskery was slanted 
for the rhythm & blues market. It’s 
expected that Dexter will continue 
the same operational format. 


KING GOES POPWARDS; 
~ HY GRILL JOINS LABEL 


King Records, which has beqn 
virtually dormant in the pop mar- 
ket since the exit of Dewey Berg- 
man about two years ago, will again 
become active in that field. Hy 
Grill, formerly artists & repertoire 
staffer at RCA Victor and Decca, 
has been named pop a&r chief. 
He’ll headquarter in New York. 
King, which is a prominent label 
in rhythm & blues and the country 
& western markets, has its home- 
office in Cincinnati. 

Grill currently is looking for 
perry to showcase on the King 

abel, 


‘D.C. Legalite Enters 
Disk Biz With New Label 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

New company, Ruby Records, 
has opened here with plans for 
pushing pop disks in the national 
market. First platter, by Dolly 
McVey, nitery singer who has made 
| Several records under other labels, 
| will be released next month. She 
has done “It’s My Heart” with 
“Nobody Told Me” on the reverse. 

Firm is headed by James Sfarn- 
as, D. C. attorney with some show 














doing the pressing for Ruby. 


Capitol Pacts Judy 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Judy Garland has been signed 
by Alan Livingston, Capitol rec- 
ords artists & -reperioire veepee, 
| to a new recording pact. Miss Gar- 
| land’s initial album under the new 
pact will be “Miss Show Business,” 
| which diskery plans to have in re- 
| lease late next month. 
Simultaneously, Capitol signed 
| single pop records pacts with Rob- 
lert Roubian, and with three coun- 








| try and western artists: Ray Parks, | Cap’s 


biz experience. Capitol Records is | 


S NOW UP TO DEALER 





Out of Bo 


Houston, Aug. 23. 
Objectionable rhythm and blues 
records have been cleared off 
Houston airlanes for the most part, 
says a committee that has declared 
war on them. Group is the “wash- 
out-the-air’” committee of Hous- 
ton’s juvenile. delinquency and 
crime commission. Commission was 
formed uder a city ordinance. 


Main targets of the committee 
were records beamed to this area’s 
large Negro audience. Movement to 
clean up the ether got big impetus 
from a ‘Miss Peaches” broadcast 
which burlesqued Negro singing. 
Local chapter of the National Assn. 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People was stirred to action by 
the show, which originated live 
from a Houston station. 


As a result of strong feeling in 
Negro quarters over the broadcast, 
Dr. H. A. Bulloch, sociology pro- 
fessor at Texas Southern’ Univ., 
(a Negro school), took the matter 
before the commission. ~ 


The cleanup committee: resulted, 
with Dr. Bulloch named chairman. 
First act of the group was to list 
26 waxings mostly by indie labels, 
that had bothered Negro leaders 
as degrading or possibly contribu- 
tory to juvenile delinquency. Most 
of the 26 were by Negro artists. 

List was sent to Houston’s nine 
Stations, which include two stations 
that beam most or all of their 
programs to Negroes—KCOH and 
KYOK, ~ : 

Tacit indication of the move ac- 
ccrding te Dr. Bulloch, was that 
if the station didn’t clean up, the 
FCC would be notified. All nine 
outlets cooperated sooner: or later, 
said Dr. Bulloch, and the 26 bis- 
cuits disappeared from the air in 
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~~ Herb Wise of Ashley 

Vet music publisher Jack Rob- 
bins, who sold out his J. J. Rob- 
bins & Sons music firm to the 
Ashley Music interests several 
months ago, has organized a new 
publishing operation in partrer- 
ship with Herbert H. Wise. New 
firm is called. Robbins-Wise Inc. 
and will specialize primarily in 
legit and film production tunes. 
Wise, incidentally, is the son of 


the late Al Wise, part owner of the 
Ashley combine, which also in- 
cludes such firms as Amsco, Lewis 
and Consolidated. 


The Robbins-Wise firm has 
wrapped up the John Latouche- 
Jimmy Mundy score for the legiter, 
“Delilah,” which went into re- 
hearsal for fall production last 
week.~ RCA Victor, incidentally, 
has the inside track on the original 
cast album of the Carol Channing 
starrer. 


The firm also has the rights to 


the Sammy Gallup theme song, 
“Moon Magic,” and the David 


|Broekman score for the IMPS pic 


production, “Crowded Paradise,” 
a film about Puerto Rico which 
has been bankrolled by that coun- 
try with Nancy Kelly and Hume 
Cronyn starring. The firm is-also 
publishing the Leonard Bernstein 
score from the film “On the 
Waterfront.” 

Coming up on the new firm’s 
roster is the score to a projected 
legit musical, “Lady Luck,” an Al- 
bert Lewis production. Score is by 
Ted Fetter (lyrics) and Milt 


| Peterson (music). 








Wiswell Back to N. Y. 


Andy Wiswell, Capitol Records’ 
eastern artists & repertoire chief, 
returns to his N.Y. desk this week 
after a two-week trip to the Coast. 

Wiswell, who was recemtly ap- 
pointed to his new post, visited 
Coast homeoffice to be 


\ Glorias Henson ands Freddy Franke 4 oriented on- the diskery's~ polkcies.- 
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New Astaire-Whiteman Set Spotlights 
Majors’ Showmanship; Other Pkges. 


By ABEL GREEN 


The. pop business isn’t what it 
should be, especially for the major 
labels, but they certainly know 
their stuff package-wise as some 
of the new albums indicate. Where 
the majors perhaps lack that “im- 
pudence” and adventuring which 
has distinguished .the small, in- 
dependent .diskeries—and garnered 
for them an outsize portion of the 
pop crop—they have the advantage. 
cf smoothness when it comes. to 
the packaged goods. 

“Fred Astaire’s» Cavalcade of 
Dance, played by Paul Whiteman 
and his ‘new’ Palais Royale Orches- 
tra” (Coral 57008) is a good ex- 
ample thereof. It’s a perfect coupl- 
ing as the cavalcade unfolds the 
Turkey Trot, circa 1910; Castle 
Walk (1912), Ballin’ the Jack 
(1916), Hesitation Waltz (°19), 
Charleston (’24) and winds up with 
something called “Jukin’” by Bill 
Katz, Dick Jacobs and Ruth 
Roberts. In between also are such 
items as polkas, the Varsouviana 
(“Put Your Little Foot Right 
Out”), the Texas Tommy, the Griz- 
zly Bear, the Maxixe and the Black 
Bottom. — 

It’s a showmanly conceived pack- 
age, professionally produced and 
presented by a couple of show biz 
greats. Whitéman plays it all in 
the idiom of the days of the Palais 
Royale and his “new” Rhythm Boys 
(1955 counter; of the ictelaal 
Bing Crosby-Al Rinker-Harry Bar- 
ris combo) perform in the same 
trademarked brand of scat vocals. 
Incidentally, somewhat akin to 





Hollywood ee | over” television 


for plugs, the dancing master’s have 


been doing all right on the plat- 
ters, notably Arthur Murray. Lat- 
ter’s tieups with sundry dance 
styles have been spread generously 
on wax with Capitol and RCA Vic- 
tor. Astaire also has turned up on 
a recent Epic album of standards, 
and a couple of years ago, he was 
showcased in a deluxe multi-disk 
set under the Norman Granz label. 


Columbia’s “Girl Meets Boy” 
(CL 713) is also a 12-inch LP pack- 
age, produced by Irving Townsend, 
and well thought out titularly as 
Peggy King and Jerry Vale are 
the initial romantic vis-a-vis, until 
Felicia Sanders enters the triangle, 
but it ends well with the King-Vale 
combo reunited as he pleads for 
“Just One More Chance” and they 
wind up dueting the Gershwins’ 
“Love Is-Here To Stay.” The fact 
that Miss King (who was launched 
by the Hunt’s Tomato Sauce com- 
mercial) sounds like Judy Garland, 
and Miss Sanders manifests some 
Lena Horne influences, is negligible 
—what’s wrong with Judy or Lena? 
Percy Faith gives the mixed three- 
some excellent backing. The bridge 
dialog is brief; the songs best tie 
it all together as this sequencing 
indicates; “The Boéy~ Next Door,’ 
“Would You Like To Take A 
Walk?,” “All I Do Is Dream of 
You,” “Let’s Fall In Love,” “You 
Better Go Now” and “Goodnight 
My Love” until the sultry Felicia 
Sanders crosses Vale’s vocal path 
with “I Wanna Be Loved,” “Tempta- 
tion” and “It’s Easy to Remem- 
ber,” but it all ends well with 
“Just One More Chance” and “Love 
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Is Here To Stay” as above in- 
dicated. 

In anothers idiom, 
“blooper” genre, is “Howls, Boners 
and Shockers from Art Linkletter’s 
House Party Kid Interviews,” some 





cerpts off the tapes of the vet 
radio impresario’s show. It’s out-of- 
the-mouths-of-babes stuff, and most 
of it really funny. His ‘House 
Party” bloopers have been well 
departmentalized and edited, and 
the sound balance is good all the 
way (Columbia 703, 12-inch LP). 

Marcel Legrand, who first rang 
the béll for Columbia with his lush 
“I Love Paris” potpourri of surefire 
serenades to the Seine, and fol- 
lowed it with a relatively indif- 
ferent “Holiday In Rome” (some- 
how the Ginas are not as musically 
inspiring as the Piafs and Boyers), 
is back in high again with “Vienna 
Holiday” (CL 706). Given a richer 
canvas with a more surefire medley 
—how can you go wrong with a 
blend of Lehar and Strauss plus 
the two themes from “The Third 
Man”?—Legrand’s pizzicato strings 
and _ full-toned orchestral treat- 
ments make this an above-average 
package. 


Perry Como: “So Smooth” (RCA 
Victor). This is a standout package 
of standards delivered by Perry 
Como in his most relaxed style. 
Unlike the pop singles which have 
to slug from the opering ‘bar, each 
of these tunes are handled with an 
easy-to-take casualness. Mitchell 
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Frank Sinatra: ‘Fairy Tale”- 
“Same Old Saturday et (Capi- 
tol). Frank Sinatra should 
tain his grip on the jocks with 
this coupling on which he deliv- 
ers with the same kind of flawless 
phrasing and.easy belting that has 
given him a one-two punch for 
both the pop and jazz buffs. “Sat- 
urday Night” is a good rhythm 
number with a solid beat and a 
commercial lyric. “Fairy Tale’’ is 
a pretty ballad with a nice lilt that 
Sinatra projects to the hilt, while 
“Saturday Night” is a good rhythm 
number with are beat and a 
commercial I 

Jo Stafford: “Suddenly There’s 
a Valley”’-“The Night Watch’ (Co- 
lumbia). “Suddenly” is an inspira- 
tional pop with strong possibilities. 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


=By HERM SCHOENFELD 





(RCA . Victor). One of the best 
disks Hugo Winterhalter has ba- 
toned in some time. The sound 
values and the orch and choral ar- 
rangements on both sides are 
standout and should cop lotsa 
spins. “Kiki” gets a powerful 
workover while “Oranges,” an ex- 
otic number, is set.in a swinging 


framework for highly attractive 
results. 
Jane Froman: “I Wantcha 


Around”-“A Sound Foundation” 
(Capitol). “Wantcha Around,” an- 
other clever Bob Merrill tune, is a 
cute change-of-pace — Jane Fro- 
man who, perhaps too often, has 
been given those “class’’ ballads. 
This tune has a catching bounce 
which Miss Froman handles adroit- 
ly. It could be a big one for her. 





Best 


Bets 
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MANTOVANT ORCH nent gkbce Tey BEGIN THE BEGUINE 
CEUEON ) 0.65. Kine one Pe oe PS F FPA ¥ Our Dream Waltz 





Standout lyric,and the light oatune 
melodic line get a fine interpreta- 
tion by Jo Stafford. Patti Andrews 
also has good version of this tune 
for Capitol. On the Columbia flip, 
“Night Watch” is a nice lullaby 
with fair chances. Paul Weston’s 
baton gives an important assist on 
this disk 

Al Hibbler: “Breeze”’- “He” (Dec- 
ca). Now that Hibbler is getting 
a crack at firstrate material, the 
blind Negro singer is shaping up 
as one of the top contenders in the 
male vocalist sweepstakes. “Breeze” 
is a solid bluesy type of ballad 
which Hibbler’s Antensée delivery 
should blew into the hit lists. “‘He” 
is a good religioso pop that Hib- 
bler handles with sincerity. 

Mantovani Orch: “Begin the 
Beguine” - “Our Dream Waltz” 
(London). It’s been some time 
since a new topflight instrumental 
version of the great Cole Porter 
standard, “Begin the Beguine,” 
has hit the market. Mantovani’s 
lush cut, with an arresting solo 
accordion opening, is bound for 
plenty of spins by the jocks and 
the jukes looking for a fresh treat- 
ment of this evergreen. “Our 
Dream Waltz” is a pretty entry 
played in the usual tasteful Man- 
tovani style. _ 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch & Cho- 

rus: “Kiki’-“The Oranges of Jaffa” 


Sun Goes Down” he has an 





“Sound Foundation” is a revivalist- 
type handclapping ballad with ro- 
mantic lyrics. Miss Froman belts 
it energetically. 

Count Basie Orch: “When The 
Sun Goes Down’-“Alright, Okay, 
You. Win” (Clef). C Basie, 
whose current band is generally 
pgs gg to be te swinging- 
est in the business, has been hit- 
ting the pop lists team! 9 That’s 
due primarily to the vocals of the 
fine blues singer, Joe Williams, 
who’s regular vocalist with the 
Basie crew. He has an authentic, 
flavorsome style and in “When the 
exe 
cellent slow-tempoed ballad ta lor- 
made for his ae It’s a top t 
production that should go in both 
the jazz and pop fields. Flip is a 
jump tune which Williams belts 


brightly. 
Kenny George: ‘“Bedevilled’’- 
“Heads You Win, Tails I Lose” 


(Unique). In Kenny George, this 
indie label has a “new sound” 
which could hit out of left field. 
George, who originally cut this 
side for a small label in Florida, 
has bass pipes which he uses some-. 
what in the style of Billy Daniels. 
“Bedevilled” is one of those dra- 
matic opuses which he talk-sings 
with unusual effect. Flip is an un- 
related coupling with another sing- 


(Continued on page 58) 











bebosoe abled | eee Sellers on Coin-Machines Rare 


PRERRENE A I 
1, YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS (3) ....20..seseeseseessseeees + Tohamy: Biesmoed ee: 
(Fat TOORG. 24i'd iss ip ddeien Dot 
2. AIN’T THAT A SHAME (4) ......... Serer rrr etree ere eee } — Gaylord .....- s a 
@ts Domino .., 2-00.05: muperia 
3. ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK (13) .....ccccccccseceseccs Bill Haley’s Comets ..... Decca 
4. HARD TO GET (10) ........... sees ut Sha RTawsebdec we Ses) See EENOND cc ues Label X 
5. LEARNIN’ THE BLUES (12) ....... ‘atieeon ec aVewkctivetce| PvON IRS .0ccee> . Capitol 
{ Fontane Sjsters ........++.- Dot 
ee eI re b ened ds Wy One J Boyd Bennett ............ King 
| l Rusty Draper ......... Mercury 
|} 7. SWEET AND GENTLE () 00.0.0... eeeeees yo debact te ume gman “Sten ssaee 
| §{ Roy Hamilton ..........+: Epic 
r 8. UNCHAINED MELODY (19) ........ccececececes a ae ee eo 0 Gry Decca 
| D160 Baxter vss. oii ewes Capitol 
dy OR ey Cate i. okt Capitol 
'¢ 9. A BLOSSOM FELL (14) ....... OEE ere tr aa sery++t+) Dickie Valentine “252... London 
| RT I Somethin’ Smith .......... Epic 
| 7 ee 
F: Second Group ¢ 
oe 
a ° { Julius LaRosa ........ Cadence 
g DOMANI ....... shed hin <anvpap TOxs84 5 oS) e008 caleed bade ieet 1 Fens Metin 2 oe Victor 
z EE ee eR Se a DD AUR ORL Sa ERE ieeeae TE BROOM sis < ane ake 62 MGM 
z { Eddie Fisher ..........:. Victor 
; CIE COTE TE TUDE ion n.0.c iilc 0 turn c'e bbiacwecentciocdbun’e ) Johnnie Ray ......... Columbia 
rE: WAKE THE TOWN AND TELL THE PEOPLE .,.............- onde elle teen ees Pk wot 
Pe : 
{ Marion Marlowe ...... Cadence 
: MAN IN A RAINCOAT eee em OO eee eeeeeeeseeeeeeseseeeeeeeeeeees 1 Priscilla Wright pete sett Unique 
| t ce ae FR ES Gh «<I RRE aplTapae coe ee eee PRY = eee aA en ai Sammy Davis Jr. ........ Detca 
| > PLL“NEVER STOP LOVING YOU ..........-.cccccccccccccce. } Doris Day .....++ » - Columbia 
| » fe AAA Ser Capitol 
| | SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE ...............cccccccccccccccce ! para A ap teen eees Soon 
oo i wise 00h cis wanes Oka Oemced Coed Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol > 
I ee go's bn awibaOeddkeaie bets wee Nat (King) Cole ....... Capitol 
> 
| - ‘Figures in parentheses indicate number ot weeks song has been in the Top 10) > 
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Heath to Bow Brit. | 
Com TV Series 


London, Aug. 16. 
Ted Heath and his band are to. 
launch the opening program of the 
first dance band series to be 
scheduled for commercial tv. 
Associated-Rediffusion is trans- | 
mitting the program on alternate | 
Tuesdays from Oct. 4. It will em-' 
brace all forms of British popular | 
music. It’s being produced and di- ' 
rected by Tig Roe. 
Other bandleaders who have also 
been approached by the commer- ' 
cial web to help capture the popu- | 
lar music public are Harry Parry, | 
Nat Temple and Humphrey Lyttel- . 
ton 
: | 
Canadian Gerry Wilmot, who, 
made a name as an emcee at the 
BBC during the war and has latter- 
ly been a radio executive in Ber- 
muda, is to handle “The ABC Music 
Shop,” a half-hour program for the | 
pop musie public. 
Further commercial tv news is! 
that: 29-year-old Pete Murray, 
leading disk jockey on Radio Lux- 
efhbourg,.is leaving to join a com- 
mercial tv organization here. 
_ The BBC meantime is reviving 
its “Hit Parade” series on Oct. 17, 
and is ss Cg as many stars 
as are available for the big “Off 
The Record” show. Exclusive con- 
tracts have also been offered to 
singers Petula Clarke, Carole 
Carr, Yana, etc. 


Local 802 Gets Vacations 
From N.Y. Philharmonic; 
~ Deal With Legiters Near 


‘New York’s Local 802, American 
Federation of Musicians, wrapped 
up an agreement with the N.Y. 
Philharmonic management _ last 
week under which the longhair 
sidemen would receive one week's 
vacation with pay each year, start- 
ing in 1956. Due to abbreviated 
concert seasons, lunghair symphs 
rarely get vacation pay. 


Tooters also obtained a cut in 
their contributions to the Philhar- 
monic pension fund. The previous 
payments of from $100 to $200 an- 
nually paid te the fund by the 
symph’s sidemen have been cut in 
half; but they will receive the 
same benefits. New pension deduc- 
tions are effective with the start | 
of the next season. | 

Loca] 802, meantime, is expected 
to wrap up its negotiations for a 
hew deal with the League of N.Y. 
Theatres this week. Current pact 
with the Broadway legit houses ex- 
pires Labor Day. Negotiations for 
the past couple of weeks have been 
proceeding amicably. 


RED CLYDE TAKES OVER 
IN BETHLEHEM REVAMP 


In a complete revamp of the 
exec setup of Bethlehem Records, 
Red Clyde, diskery’s Coast rep, 
has been brought to the N. Y. 
homeoffice to take over the top 
sales and artists & repertoire 
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Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 








NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Vaniery. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 


POSITIONS 
This Last <g 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL . : TUNE 
lock 
1 1 BILL HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) ....... Roeh Danke the Cloc 
2/ 2 PAT BOONE (Dot).......... weacessesecsss Ain't That a Shame 
3. 3 MITCH MILLER (Columbia).............. Yellow Rose of Texas 
ae Wake the Town 
4 5 LES BAXTER (Capitol) ..................4Unehained Melody 7 
I’ll Never Stop Loving You 
5 6 | FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) ......,.......|Not ae a Steanger 
6 4. GISELE MacKENZIE (Label X) ......... Hard to Get 
: {A Blossom Fell 
7 7 NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ............. 1 I May 
My One Sin 
8 8 CHUCK BERRY (Chess) ...... weeeesseeees Maybellene 
9 es JOHNNY DESMOND (Coral)....... ..eee-. Yellow Rose of Texas 
10... EDDIE FISHER (Victor) ........... FEE se bane ate 
TUNES 
FOsrTioNns (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 2 *YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS..... P (auiUaires es ak es cease ey 
2 1 *ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK ........ paid a Spee « bn go weevenwen Myers 
3 3 +AIN’T THAT A SHAME......... ere 5 an eee ..+eeee Commodore 
4 4 [HARD TO) GEE... 2.2 Si eee es ieee hs ppeatns aber eruss eas Witmark 
5 6 PLARAINEPe Takes TMA ovis we vcdivwin discs cccccccsccne PPE Barton 
6 5 *UNCHAINED MELODY ............ ous 68 er bbe ss be veen'b ee FE Frank 
7 7 *’LL NEVER STOP LOVING YOU................... patton swe Feist, 
8 a SE kG tac: sid sake oboe beck ase cea kicamen tes Calta dane 42 Lois 
9 10 *“WAKE THE TOWN AND TELL THE PEOPLE ................... Joy 
10 9 *A BLOSSOM FELL.............. again ord cok: in oh Shapiro-Bernstein 


Prep Chicago Unit 
Of Bandleaders 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Preliminary talks leading to for- 
mation of a Chicago unit of the 
projected national organization of 
dance band leaders, the Dance Or- 
chestra Leaders of America, were 
held here recently. Framewerk 
of the national group was formed 





— 




















spots. He replaces Murray Sing- 
er,- who was sales chief, and 
Creed Taylor, former a&r boss. 

Diskery has. recently § inked 
pacts with Marilyn Maxwell, 
Frances Faye, Bobby Troup and 
Charlie Shavers. Paul Werth re- 
mains as promotion chief with Gus 
Wildi, prexy, wielding the admin- 
istrative reins. 


Chirp Asks 506 For 


Tune ‘Infringement’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Singer Muriel Landers wants 
$50,000 in damages for asserted 
wrongful use by another chirp of 
a song, “Born in a Booth,” which 
she claims was specially written 
for her by George Jones and 
Charles R. Mayer and which she 
had planned as a “musical signa- 
ture and byline.” 


Plaintiff named Barbara Staples, 








also known as Barbara Heller, and 
Miriam and Hans Schiller, opera- 
ters of the Cabaret Concert The-' 
atre, Hollywood, as defendants. | 
Complaint states that Miss Staples | 
warbled song in Cabaret’s “11:45 ' 
Revue,” 


50 Music Pubs Take Part 
In Band & Choral Clinic | 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

More than 500 school and college | 
music teachers from 29 states will | 
take part in-the first Eastern Band | 
and Choral Clinic at the U. of Del- | 
aware, Aug. 24-27. Clinic is held | 
primarily to demonstrate new 7 
lications and is sponsored jointly | 
by J. W. Pepper & Son, oldiine | 
Philadelphia music pubbery and | 
the university, with 50 music pub- | 
lishers participating. 


Smith, director of the Detroit Mu- 
nicipal Opera. 

Publishers cooperating in the 
clinic include Robbins, Feist & 
Miller, Carl Fischer, Inc.; Music 
Publishers Holding Corp.; Shapiro 
Bernstein, G. Schirmer _Inc., 
Bourne Inc., Chappell & Co., 
Mills Music Inc., H. W. Gray & 
Co., Boosey-Hawkes Inc., Belwin 
Inc., E. H. Morris & Co., Frank 
Music Inc., and E. B. Marks Inc. 

A highschool and college band 
of 60 will “clinic” more than 150 
new band numbers, while a teach- 


ers chorus will sing some 175 new | 


choral] arrangements. An innova- 
tion will be the filming of all band 
scores for projection on a screen 


Can. AFM Raps Service 
Band Use On Pay Dates 


Toronto, Aug. 23. 

While professional musicians in 
Canada have no objection to the 
appearance of service bands—Navy, 
Army, Air Force—at functions 
| where the public is admitted free, 
| the use of service bands is ob- 
jected to where these are used to 
provide free music for promoters 
when the public is charged admis- 
sion. This is pointed out in a letter 
|from Walter Murdoch, executive 
| head for Canada of the American 





| Federation of Musicians, which has | 


Support of the major music pub- | 80 that teachers may follow as ex-| heen mailed to all members of the 


lishers indicates widening trend of | 
music houses to exploit their copy- 
rights in the educational field. 


Heading the outstanding staff of 
composers, arrangers and music ed- 
ucators who will conduct the clinic 
is Phil Lang, director of standard 
and educational music for Edwin 
H. Morris & Co. Author and ar- 
ranger of several hundred band and 
choral numbers, Lang also scored 
three current Broadway musicals, | 
“Pajama Game,” “Fanny” 
“Plain and Fancy.” 

Other staffers include 
Simeone, composer-arranger for | 
Fred Waring; John D. Raymond, | 
musie director of Lafayette Col- 
lege; Paul Yoder, Chicago compos- 





perts direct the band. 


Chile Cleffers Get 
$25,000 in Royalties 


Santiago, Aug. 16. 
Some 600 Chilean composers 
and lyricists received performance 
royalties totalling slightly more 
than 5,680,000 pesos ($25,000) for 





the second semester of 1954. Luis | build houses for private contrac- | 
and | Bahamondes, composer, topped the |tors at Government expense,” but | 
280,000 | okays the use of permanent force | 
Harry | pesos. Francisco Flores del Cam- | or militia bands for “all occasions | staffer, has been brought into the 


list with approximately 
po, Donato Roman Heitman and 
Carlos Ulloa Diaz each hit the 


| Canadian Parliament and Senate. 

The union objects to the use of 
service bands where professional 
musicians should be used, says 
Murdoch, at commercial functions 


agreement in writing is given by 
the musicians union to the com- 





|the Air Force its electricians to 


| of a purely military character” for 
| charitable and community projeets 


|where admission is charged—unless | 


manding officer of, the unit con- | ; ; ‘ 
cerned. Wrote Murdoch: “The Army | @uce an upcoming jazz series he 
does not call out its plumbers nor | Will co-produce with Granz. 


in Los Angeles some months ago, 
‘with election of Les Brown as pres- 
‘ident; Harry James, vice-president; 
‘Lawrence Welk, treasufer, and 
| Freddie Martin, secretary. Ameri- 
|can Federation of Musicians prexy 
| James C. Petrillo has been named 
| honorary president. At the Chicago 
| organization meeting, Frankie Mas- 
| ters, longtime Conrad Hilton Hotel 
batoneer, was named chairman of 
the Chi: group. 

Purpose of the fledging organiza- 
tion is to increase public interest 
in dance bands through cooperative 
action between the orchestra lead- 
ers and musicians, the, union, the 
employers and the booking agen- 
cies. 


With Les Brown appearing at 
Chi’s Blue Note_recently, ‘time was 
ripe for formation of the Chicago 
unit. A few weeks ago, a-New York 
group held preliminary talks also. 
Formal organization of the national 
group and its lecal chapters will 
take place at the National Ball- 
room Operators Assn. convention 
in Chicago, Sept. 26-27, with the 
country’s major dance band leaders 
in attendance. Some 150 band- 
leaders approached have pledged 
their attendance at the NBOA con- 
clave and will avoid bookings for 
the two-day session. 


Transfer of Disk Works 


To Tape Still on Upbeat; 
Stereo for Hi-Fi Fans 


As part of the increasing trend 
of indie diskeries to tie up with 
tape companies, Berkshire Record- 
ing Corp. is now releasing pre- 
recorded tapes from the Haydn 
Society. Berkshire is packaging the 
tapes in both the standard seven- 
inch per second and the longplay 
334 i.p.s. speed, which provides up 
to three hours of music on a seven- 
inch ree!. Catalog contains 21 long- 
hair packages selling from $6.95 
to $12.95 per reel. 

Although.a flock of indie labels 
have authorized release of their 
disk catalogs on tape, only RCA 
Victor, among the major cone- 
panies, has been selling prere- 





.| corded tapes. Victor came out with 


its first tape packages last year and 
fo'lowed up last month with an- 
other tape release. Victor’s tape 
catalog now consists of 16 longhair 
works and eight pops on conven- 
| tional double-track tape, in addi- 
tion to four longhair works 
; packaged on stereophonie tapes 
designed for special equipment. 

Stereophonic tapes, while about 
twice .as expensive as ordinary 
packages, are currently riding the 
hi-fi hobby horse. Hi-fi fans are 
impressed by the realism of the 
stereophonic sound. Ampex, which 
manufactures professional tape 
|equipment, is now marketing a 
stereophonic tape phonograph for 
the home. This machine, priced at 
about $800, can only play the tapes 
back and cannot record. 


JAMES MASON TO CUT 
POEMS FOR CAEDMON 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

James Mason has signed a disk 
deal with Caedmon Records, affili- 
|}ate of the N.Y. pubbery, to cut 
'recitation disks. Mason’s _ initial 
waxings will be a series of poems 
|taken from the works of Robert 
Browning. 
Incidentally, Mason’s deal with 
|Caedmon will not interfere with 
| pact he recently made with Nor- 
man Granz to narrate and intro- 














Boyd Assists Tarr 
Charles Boyd, RCA Victor field 


Irwin 
man- 


N.Y. homeoffice to assist 
Tarr, syndicate store sales 


more than 100,000 pesos division. | where no admission is charged and | ager. 


Official rate of exchange 


in | professional musicians are not de- | 


Duo will help step_up Victor’s 


er-arranger; Alfred Reed, Baylor} Chile is 200 pesos per dollar, but) prived of employment by private |sales activities in the chain and 
j department store fields. 


|U., Waco, Tex., and Leonard B.| free market rate is about 700. 


} prometers. 
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Wednesday, August 24, 1955 LARIETY MUSIC 35 
: ——— | Platz Pat in Charge Of 
Houston Cleans The Air | Richmond's Brit Firm Musicians’ Union Demands Add To 
oa During the eis Covet reer “Annie Had a Baby”; American BS ae Sg Howie Brit. Com! V Woes; Delay Likely 


‘ *, has formed a new pub- 
m as 11 representatives of | Dominoes, “Sixty-Minute Man”; | Richmond | ney 
Dr. Bulioch’s sonusition monitored | Roy Brown, “Good Rocking To-/| lishing company, Essex Music Ltd., London, Aug. 23. 
























































































































































































































































local stations, checking to see if | night’; The Spiders, “I Didn’t Want | which begins operations on Sept. 5. °° Faced with a Sept. 22, deadline, 
the objectionable disks appeared. ip my om The aoe ag SP To take charge of the new or- Best British Sheet Sellers the operators of London's new 
If they did, said Dr. Bulloch, “i uc vin’ ”’; e n ers : : - 12 commercial tv station’ are having 
Tf they ad, said Mention of the |“Annie Pulled’a Humbug”; Drift. | €anization, David Platz has left his Oe ee : net so aa 
” “ - ”, - 1 manager of Latin- n on, ug. . anxious momen an are s 
station manager. ers, “Honey “Love”; The Midnight- | post as genera — ill hia & 
According to the committee head, | €Ts. “Work With Me Annie”; The} American Music. Platz joined the Unchained Melody ....:Music certain they of be a to go on 
the effect has been to erase most | Four. Jacks, “Tired of Your Sexy! southern Music group of compa-| Evermore ..,.... .... Rogers |the air with their scheduled pro- 
suggestive or obscene race music| Ways”; Jimmy Liggins, Drunk"; ‘nies in 1942 as an office boy and| Dreamboat ............ Leeds j|grams. They’re not only having a 
from the air here, with some sta-| mitt Slay Trio, "Male ort was put in sole charge of the Latin-| | Wonder ...... MacMelodies | race against time to get their equip- 
tions using committee suggestions | Lightning Hopkins, “Candy Kitch- | «merican subsidiary five years ago.|  Ey'rywhere ............ Bron | ment ready, as reported last week, 
as guide to disk selections, and | &®”: Lightning Hopkins, “Another , ‘ : , po 
others creating their own screening Fool in Town”; The Five Royals, Stranger in Paradise. . -Music but are involved in last minute - 
penels. ee et Wont. a Bowinnea| Ucuime Army Major Where Dimple Be...Cinephonic |complex negotiations . with the 
ackson, “I Want a Bowlegged , Cherry Pink ........ Maddox | Musicians Union, who have report- 
Goumuiitsed’s dumvulanr wane’ pet ie ee Tone Oe To Wax Tunes O’Seas| stowaway ............ Morris | edly put forward demands which 
terned on those used in a similar | 2°#2 Baby"; Lamplighters, I) Dudley Manners, nom de clef} Day of My Life...... Robbins 
-Can’t Stand It”; Tommy Collins, ‘ would make the whole operation 
movement sponsored by WDIA in) «watcha Cosine Do Now” and El- of a retired U. S. Army doctor, Don’t Worry ...... *,.. Wright uneconomic . 
Memphis. He pope Major D. D. Krup, leaves for You, My Love .......... Dash < 
vis Presley, “Good Rocking To-| Maj A tive of f the t 
Records listed for banning were: | night.” ; Europe at the end of next month S d 12 n executive of one of the tv 
Ray: Charles singing “I Got A . : econ programmers, at the end of a two- 
Woman”; Little Walter, “My Babe”; to record several of his tunes. He Sottly Ait hs Cavendish | day ee Bags e ver. 
The Lamplighters, “‘Smootchie”; = plans to use the BBC band of} Bridges of Paris ...Southern sugges that the 's demand 
B. B. King, “Everyday I Have The Basie Heads P ackage Ralph Elman (Mischa Elman’s eee a were designed to See the po 
Blues”; Ray Charles, “Come Back| Count -Basie’s orch will head up | cousin) with EMI to handle the Barth i este ee c Sash of —, es a a pie pea to 
Baby”: Lowell Fulson, “Reconsid- a jazz and rhythm & blues package masters. ANCOTOCLY  .- wc cs eevee posing crippiing§ restrictions 
Baby”: ; Love Song Was Born..Chappell ensure employment of live tooters. 
er aby”; Clyde McPhatter,| to tour the southwest this fall for In Germany, Me will record two Learnin’ the Blues..Connelly |j¢ they had their h ted 
“Watcha Gonna Do Now”; The | three weeks starting Nov. 16. Shaw |of his Viennese waltzes, “Pawn of | Jann ena: dille. +... TOM. .\gieg-peeerion iaeuenmens : ld be 
Midnighters, “Sexy Ways”; Little | Artists is booking. Love” and “Love Me Alone,” with Seis alee... es Feidmae e Bers mong Panay ra — noe ot 
Walter. “. . Last Night”; B. B.| Package will include George |a GI orch. Several of Manners’ Stars Shine in Eyes. . Maurice bet ng for the musicians and n 
King, “You Upsets, Me Baby”; Etta |Shearing, Ruth Brown, The Orioles, |tunes are currently being plugged| Crazy Otto Rag .... Kassner | V'Ce-Versa. 
James, “The Wallflower”; The Mid-|The Hearts and T-Bone Walker. in Germany via AFRS recordings. Melody of Love.... Connelly It was expected of course that 
the MU would put forward a stiff 
minimum wage demand, with con- 
| sequent special bonuses for repeats 
either in this country or overseas. 
But no one was prepared for the 
y : extravagant .demands which in- 
: L clude a definite prejudice against 
ie - a ‘aia i ~ the use of filmed programs, They 

e aists 2) 1 SPS Te Ta ttt c 3 have even suggested that where 

t Sileli<lalalsloisseiBlsis 5 | - cellulbid is used, the. background 

VARIETY SIPISlelEltleliplelelsislsa 3\3 (ai ds]- music should be provided live by 

es O/SIO TS etelg Miglals 2 & |Z >| s 3 musicians in the studio. As an 4l- 

Survey of retail disk best >| Siz “| § E ©1ER |8)iela Alelzl-i|z|4 | T }iternative, they indicated they 

sellers based on reports cb eo hae Be | . FETE eR iSlelStsi sl aie lel Eels P sis might concede pre-recording by a 

tained from leading stores in SIS|ISISI ELSI Sl elsl eS) 8 )21 a) 8)e181213S 18] 21 & [tive orch, but each break in their 

21 cities and showing com- a/3|/e/BIS|Slajsie =/si2181 812) 81812121 8] 2] 4 || performance would be regarded ‘as 

parative sales rating for tnis 4212 )\;0 ake Oe 2 EIST SIS (ele; ai3s) 3s S| £1! 1 [lanother session, calling for extra 

and last week. , B gil 3 Fizili2z } } || a 3b 3 Z| » || Pay. It would be necessary for o 

an JVilieitisaisa 7 “T 2/810 orch to play non-stop to get the 

Natio z § Ti] S s|°% 4 5 l £18 3 4 " Lisle ij 7} ° sonncdind retarted od single ses- 
Rating >| : Pls $ J = I e/e8i2|38 2/8 g EIElSs j I | sion. 

4 ele lelzel& “isieiés 3 sit SiS Sle 3| N Because of the late start of the | “ 
= — Artist, Label, Title $ . = z E =|é § = = 3 S/S) su s #18165 $| 3} 7 auigetistionn, the program contrac- 
Pe : Zz15 < RBIZIRIZIVDIOISIZ¥IVISIHIiAiniaia' § ine ane a ag ~~ ane fe e.tene 

this dispute to the Indus urt. 
BILL HALEY’S COMETS (Decca) They will, therefore, either have to 
1 1 Rock Around the Clock”......... ae CR Be tee Geb ee eee ea ae ted ae een On: TRS ee ee make the best possible terms with 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) the unions or-abandon their sched- 
2 3 Yellow Rose of Texas”.......... 2 1 1 1 1 ae 2 2 6 2 1 ee e- 6 1 6 1 os or) 3 4 136 ule, released last week, and put-in 
PAT BOONE (Dot) ; alternative programs so as to ke¢p 
3 2 “Ain’t That a See a eee Be Sorta Be Bee ss Bi is itn: Hae PS Eas eee Sass. PS 1 126. || faith with the public. 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) erage 
4 8 “Learnin’ the Blues”............. GEG BAP eas Bon Pa. et ee ig Ae er ee ee _6 me in: ’ 
GISELE MacKENZIE (Label X) Native Davy Crockett 
5 <P a en oe hs a. ecw pe we 6 10 . he , Sele 6.° 3 Bix is ohh ~ Hada os 2 Oe a elo . Sere 3 55 - 4.8 
~——~TES BAXTER (Capitol) ; Now No. 9 Hit in Sweden 
6 6 “Wake the Town” Seca ce eel} ) We > 0% — ee ee ee 3 ee 5 ee a 9 os ee 4 os 2 os 9 7 8 ee uy oy P Stockholm, Aug. 16, 
CHUCK MILLER (Mercury) Top disk here is “Cherry Pink 
7 9 “House of Blue Lights” abe 6 & ee ere & 8 9 8 10 8 8 6 6 2 1 41 and Apple Blossom White,” played 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) by Chicago-born Ernie Englund Jr., 
8 eo | Ul ee ae Bicser ss Aerie cine, spasee, TA ee he a ER ews te ek ee Be a a ee ee: Bee, 2 er Oerces 
CHUCK BERRY (Chess) : “Isn’t It Ramantic,” with Bengt- 
“ ” Arne Wallin (trumpet) on Musica. 
9 5 oS He ae 1S Ae AGA CR ee ae Se ay Be TN ea eee Nia Se SR ee oe tee No. 3 is “Billy Boy,” a duet be. 
LES BAXTER (Capitol) tween Alice Babs and Charles 
10 | Pe Unchained Melody”............. ae Osean Sige ee N he 6 eee , aS re ee ae ee se ay eee Charlies Norman on Metronome. 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) Next is “Majorca” with Johnston 
A 11 “Pil Never Stop Loving ae és g oe 4 ee ee es 7 ee - ole oe ee oe ee o4 ts 2. ee 7 + ee | Brothers on Decca, followed by “7 
RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) Love Paris” with Les Baxter on 
11B... WT 0 25 Gos 80a) ore oe weet eae mer tem ca). Mabie see tear “a5 4° 28. fae oe tes BBES ful vad eee 2 .. 23 §| Capitol. ° 
FOUR ACES (Decca) Eddie Calvert comes at sixth 
13. #17 + £42“Leve Is Many-Splendored”....... Slt pale Sa es ere Pe Se yt . a 8 .. 10 .. .. .. 22 §| place with his instrumental reading 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) of “Cherry Pink’ on Columbia. No, 
14 .. “Hummingbird” ................. [eee Se ee here Pes eer ear Se MNS MRR 
FOUR LADS (Columbia) Growing On a Sailor’s Graveyard,” 
15A “Moments to Remember” 4 4 7 1g |) su" by Ingvar Olsson on Philips. 
‘e ents to Remember”......... fet > ae dine Pied Sethe 143 1s tt gt Ce See eer re A SWedish reading of “Majorca” 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) with Staffan Broms on Metronome 
15B 18 Autumn Leaves BE i Dek gt ew i BD Set iY SM oe kN ci! Wem aay Pes, Y i be «ears $e. ie i oi ee eighth, followed by a Swedish 
CREW—CUTS (Mercury) version of “Davy Crockett” sung by 
fy ee Se peed) see ee | ORAS TE aa Bt ep ey att FO ia he AER be 8 See's 2 .. «+ ws os e+ AD §) Cacka ‘Israeisson: on the Odeon, 
PRISCILLA WRIGHT (Unique) Tenth is a Dutch recording of the 
18 .. “Man in a Raincoat”............. ap pa: Mia Me ee iti CE Per oR lll 
JAYE P. MORGAN (Victor) |sung by Maria Zamora on Philips. 
10 ..24 . “Rampiet Walk’. os. o's. 6.6.00... ee eee SRP ee a a eee ee ee ee eee eee 
- EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
20A 19 “Song of the Dreamer”........... SE ek PET ORR TO eS ee, ee eee a ROCCE Houston Wax Party 
HILLTOPPERS (Dot) Houston, Aug. 23. 
20B .. “Kentuckian Song”.............. Med ERIN Ee ae SO TR ee Ce eee MP Te ee ae A fullscale recording session in 
BOYD BENNETT (King) ; which local people supplied the 
> i ee ke ees so ee eae eet A TET Lk Pl ae ee ee Se Oe ee are eee pene. the vee. oy (ogg be 
23 22 og YA, a 10 8 5 10 | Hall here. Ed Gerlach, whose 16 
a ee eee ei ie. Gee ayaa reer S aa ee. ogy ae: | Pees’ orely:_partW@ipated.in the rec- 
JULIUS LaROSA (Cadence) /ord cutting session, said the mas- 
24A 15 CRONOUS obs eek ode ob Nas 4.6.0'Se homme o* se o. ee oe. os os ee eviews ee o8 - 8 , ee . oe ¥ cs 9 ' ters will be leased to a company ? 
SOMETHIN’ SMITH (Epic) | for future release. 
24B 15 “It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie”.......... 10 7 t 2 " ‘ 91| 3simmy Duncan, young local 
1 2 3 4 5 ‘ | songwriter who composed two of 
the songs,. was featured vocally on 
LOVE ME OR STARRING LONESOME ECHO IN THE WEE, PETE KELLY‘’S DAMN YANKEES four; ‘Two other tunes recorded 
SAMMY DAVIS JR. SMALL HOURS BLUES +28 were composed by Johnny Lee 
S I Xx TOP _— “ Sammy Davis Jr. duckie Glocses Frank Sinotre Reo Stidinaiield Pigant Gut now active in local musical and 
A LB U M S Doris Day Capital ; orm ge Victor } recording fields. The Bill Knight, 
: Decca apito Capitol ecca | eight voice chorus, also took part 
oA DL 8118 W 627 W 581 DL 8166 LOC 1021 in the session which was arranged 
B 2090 ED 2214-5-6 EBF 1, 2-627 EBF 1, 2-581 ED 758 EOC 1021 frdntg vee and local disk jockey 





























vacationing last week. 


Chicago 

Bill Huff enters the scene at Max 
Miller’s The Scene, Chi Club, to 
spell host at the 88. .. Ernie Rudy 
set for the Aragon Ballroom, Chi, 
Sept. 11-Oct. 16. Ralph Mar- 
terie plays the Melody Mill, Chi, 
Sept. 23-25 . Ralp Flanagan 
eurrwaaiy doing one-nighters in 
the midwest . Jan Garber also 
currently barnstorming the mid- 
west territory ...Chi's London 
House, inaugurating a jazz music 
pews in the fall, set to book Red 

orvo, the Billy "Taylor Trio, and 
the Ralph Sutton Trio ... Buddy 
Moreno appearing ey at the 
Riviera, Lake Geneva, Wis., when 
not spinning disks on Chi’s WJJD 
or emceeing the WNBQ show 
“Contact.” 


Hollywood 


Fred Steiner signed by 20th- 
Fox to orchestrate score composed 
by Hugo Friedhofer for “ 

ities of Gold”... Sammy Cahn 
signed by Metro ‘to ‘pen s 
rics for “Frankie and LC 
which Sammy Davis, Jr., will sing- 
narrate for Cyd Charisse’s ballet In | 
“Meet Me in Las Vegas.” 

George Redman group, recently 
at New Frontier in Las Vegas, will 
provide music at the new Shali- 
mar Restaurant in the Valiey... 
Red Norvo Trio has exited the As- 
sociated Booking Corp. and signed 
with Cliff Aronson of the Milton 
Deutsch Agency .,.. Songstress 
Connie Russell guests with Jimmy 
Durante,.on his “Texaco Star The- 
atre” vidpix series Sept. 1... Joe 





PROGRAM TO-DAY 
YESTERDAY'S 


| JUST YOU, JUST ME 


Music by 
JESSE GREER 


ROBBINS MUSIC CO. 
799 7th Ave. New York 








Brown orch due in for a one- 
nighter at the Pla-Mor Ballroom 
next Saturday (27). 


Scotland 


Eric Delaney orch, newly- 
launched on British vaude tour, set 
to play Empire, Edinburgh, Oct. 24 
and Glasgow Empire, Oct. 31... 
David Hughes, who topped at Gias- 
gow Empire, awaiting new pianist 
from Australia, Ronnie Lough- 
head . Frank Weir orch_ into 
Playhouse, Glasgow, with singers 
Ric Richards, Lisa Ashwood and 
Russ Hurren. Also featured are 
the Four.Staves and Don Savage 
Modernists . . . Guy Mitchell fol- 
lowing London Palladium stint 
with week at Empire, Glasgow. 


Buff Infringe Suit 


Buffalo, Aug. 23. 

Activity on thé music copyright 
infringement front was resumed 
here reccntly -iter a lone Janse. 
Irving Berlin, Edwin H. Morris & 
Co. Inc., Rylan Music Corp. and 
Robbins Music Corp., all of New 
York, filed suit in Federal Court 
against Walter Broda, proprietor 








of the Plantation Restaurant, Ni- 


| agara Falls. 
They alleged that on ‘several 


_occasions four songs, titled “The 


Girl That I Marry,” “We Three,” 
“Make Yourself Comfortable” and 
“Pennsylvania 6,5000,’” were play- 
ed in the place without permission. 
Injunction and damages are sought 
by each publisher. 





Charlotte Rink Sued 
Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 23. 

The Willamette Skating Rink 
near Charlotte is being sued by 
songwriters and publishers for 
unauthorized performance of pop- 
ular songs. 

Irving Berlin, W. C. Handy and 
Edwin H. Morris & Co., who filed 
suit in U. S. District Court, claim 
the rink played “Marie,” “St. 
Louis Blues,” and 
Journey” without authorization. 

The plaintiffs asked the court 
to stop further performances, and 
to award damages of not less than 
$250 for each unauthorized per- 
formance, plus court costs and at- 
torneys’ fees. 























EDDIE FISHER... .. 
JOHNNIE RAY, 
BUNNY PAUL. 
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Gelatt’s ‘Fabulous Phonograph’ 





a book of 320 pages, but they are 
of interest chiefly to persons, like 
this reviewer, who specializes in 
phonograph lore. 

On the debit side, perhaps the 
most regrettable error is the iden- 
tification of a photo of Charles 
Hart, currently appearing on 
Broadway in-a dramatization of the 
Agatha Christie mystery, “Witness 
for the Prosecution,”- as another 
equally well-known tenor, Charles 


Harrison. 
Role of Bell Skimped? 

Specialists will feel that the role 
of the pioneer Edison Bell com- 
peny is skimped, as far as popular- 
izing the phono in England is con- 
cerned, and some space should 
have been given to its president, 
J. E. Hough, the tough “Lancashire 
Laddie” who did valiant battle 
against so many competing compa- 
nies, some of whom were grossly 
unfair in their tactics. Another 
omission is the lack of mention of 
the many disk firms that flourish- 
ed, more or less, in the States 
until Victor and ‘Columbia put 
them out of business in 1907 after 
winning patent suits, These includ- 
ed Leeds and Catlin, Talk-o-phone, 
International, American, Duplex 
and several others. 

Russell Hunting, the original 
“Michael Casey,” and one “Pat 
Brady” are said to be the most 
popular performers of the '90’s. In 
all likelihood neither was as pop- 
ular as Len Spencer or several oth- 
ers who could be mentioned. This 
writer, who has been amassing 
phonograph data ever since the 
of 7, had never before heard 
Brady mentioned from any source 
or seen his name in print. Such 
pioneer stalwarts as Ada Jones, 
Arthur Collins and Byron G. 
Harlan are given generous men- 
tion, but it’s a pity that Billy 
Murray and Henry Burr, who con- 
tributed more than any other pop 
singers to the companies’ coffers, 
are overlooked. 7 

Only Minor Flaws 

However, as said, these are minor 
flaws, pointed out through a sense 
of duty, and immeasurably over- 
balanced by the book’s merits. 
Gelatt has followed the sound 
policy of going back to original 
sources and, wherever possible, in- 
terviewing still living persons who 
were associated with the talking 
machine’s development. 


Outstanding in “The Fabulous 
Phonograph” is the author’s ob- 
jective attitude and freedom from 
bias. Victor rates praise for the 
prestige it gave the sound record- 
ing and reproducing industry 
through pioneering “Red Seal” 
records by opera stars (Caruso’s 
Victor associations are recounted 
in detail) and by the invention of 
the Victrola, which drove the 


Continued from page 51, 








outside horn phono into obsoles- 
cence, but Eldridge K. Johnson's 
mammoth firm is shown as the vic- 
tim of moribund, unprogressive 
policies in the 1920’s. Gelatt shows 
that Columbia’s failure to follow 
up the “classical” records which 
it pioneered doomed it to a sec- 
ond-rate standing, always trailing 
far behind Victor in the days be- 
fore microphonie methods came 
into vogue. While conceding that 
Edison’s recording and reproduc- 
ing methods were superior to any 
of his competitors, Gelatt casti- 
gates the fumbling business meth- 
ods and frequent miscasting of 
recording artists that marred 
Edison achievements. A gratifying 
feature is the way that for the 
first time the complicated inter- 
relationships of Berliner, Victor 
and Zon-o-phone are made clear. 
Readers, other than those primar- 
ily interested in large-scale record- 
ings of fine music, probably will 
consider the final chapters rather 
overloaded with references to ex- 
tended works that have been re- 
corded since the advent of LP and 
consider the last 50 pages the least 
interesting in the book. 

However, let’s not cavil unnec- 
essarily. Gelatt has told the story 
of the phonograph “from tinfoil 
to high fidelity” and told it su- 
perbly. His book should become a 
standard reference work. 


Austria’s Jukes In 
‘Co-Existence’ Setup 


Vienna, Aug. 23. 

Jukeboxes are finally catching on 
in Austria, though not to the ex- 
tent as expected by the agents of 
the juke firms. Even for a first- 
rate cafe or bar a $2,000 invest- 
ment on a two years’ instalment 
plan is enormous. 


A new “co-existence” operates in 
Vienna and. also in the provinces. 
Setting up a jukebox does not al- 
ways mean dismissal of the pian- 
ist or small band playing in the 
spot.. About 50% keep live music 
after 10 i. when the jukeboxes 
rest for the night. 











K.C: Philharmonic Preps 
Pops Sked in Dance Hall; 
Beer, Terps, Ham Included 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

Concert music in a dance hall is 
the plan of the Kansas City Phil- 
harmonic Orch for its fall-winter 
series of pop concerts. And the 
programs will be carried on while 
food and drinks are being served. 

Under plans now being formed, 
the Philharmonic will present a 
series of 10 concerts in the Pla- 
Mor Ballroom, which regularly 
brings in the name orchs and caters 
to the dancing crowd. Concerts are 
to be modelled somewhat after 
those of the Boston Symphony's 
pops, according to George Morgu- 
lis, orch manager. The Pla-Mor can 
seat about 1,500, and has facilities 
for serving sofi drinks and beer, 
ice cream and sandwiches. 

Sponsorship by industrial firms 
and others is being sought, princi- 
pally for personnel of the sponsor- 
ing outfit. And the orch will be 
thoroughly obliging about content 
of its concert programs, possibly 
even playing an hour of dance mu- 
sic if the sponsor desires. Musie 
generally will be in more varied 
and popular taste, all designed to 
stir increased interest in the pop 
concerts, And all in addition to the 
orch’s regular 10-concert longhair 
schedule. 





Morty Wax has been named pro- 
fessional manager of the Maggie 
and TeePee Music companies 
owned by maestro-songwriter Ted- 
dy Powell. 
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Lets look at the RCA Victor Record for 1955 | 


1 The new low price of only $3.98 per Long Play 


ee 


Record is bringing you, the dealer more new buy- 





ing customers than you’ve ever seen before! 


9 Simplified pricing (just 5 basic lines) provides you, 


the dealer with the most streamlined merchandis- 
_ ing operation in record history! 





Increased discounts on traffic merchandise aré 
giving you, the dealer a larger dollar gross for 
your day-to-day operations! 





; 


yA | Three quality record lines (RCA Victor, RCA Blue- 


™ bird and RCA Camden) are giving you, the dealer 





the opportunity to sell more records to moré 


“customers in every price range}, 


5 RCA Victor’s Store Modernization Program lets 


\ 


you, the dealer re-style your layout for faster, 
easier selling at a price you can afford!. 





Full page ads on a regular basis in Life and The 
Saturday Evening Post... consistent commercials 
on NBC-TV Spectaculars, other network television 
and radio shows...all combine to attract millions 
of new customers for you, the dealer. 


RCA Victor’s“Fabulous 55th” Anniversary Release 
brings you, the-dealer the greatest values in record 
history...and customers must come to your store 


fo buy.. 




















RCA Victor’s new Personal Music Service Plan is 
positive insurance that you, the dealer need never 
lose a sale on merchandise temporarily out of stock. | 

_ Every retail sale through Personal Music Service 
must be made in your store. 





A STATEMENT ABOUT MAIL-ORDER 
RECORD CLUBS BY MANIE SACKS, | 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER, | 
RCA VICTOR RECORD DIVISION 


We have received many dealer inquiries as to whether RCA Victor 
plans to start its own record club. We do not. It has always been our 
conviction that the record dealer has always been the backbone of the 
record industry, and all our plans have been designed to strengthen 
the dealer’s position. The best way to realize the tremendous growth 
potential we see for the record industry is through aggressive dealers, 
stocked with competitively priced, quality merchandise. That is why 
we lowered the price of our Long Play records as much as 40% earlier 
this year. As a result, record sales have soared to a new high, and 
dealers, both large and small have benefited. RCA Victor has no 
intention of adopting any plan that will by-pass the dealer, cut his 
income, take record customers out of his store or narrow the consumers’ 
freedom of choice of the wide variety of fine recordings on all labels 
now available to them. We are out to find new customers for our 


dealers, not to compete with them for retail sales. We will continue 
to direct all efforts toward making sure that our dealers never lose a 


1 
sale—or a customer. 


RCAV/ICTOR PAN 


vod 











i 


58 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 24, 1955 








Disk Clubs Up To Dealer 





press and mags will probably make 
a similar emphasis. 
The 20% Cut 

Under the Col setup, the dealers 
receive 20% of every purchase 
made by members applying 
through their stores. They get 
nothing on direct members. Ac- 
cording to Col execs, expenses in 
running the club with free bonus 
disks, credit checking, mail han- 
dling, etc., makes it necessary that 
one out of every five members join 
the club directly. If the proportion 
becomes weighted too heavily to- 
wards direct members, Col execs 
have stated that they will make 
further adjustments of their pro- 
motion to boost the dealer end. 

Col has already been stung by 
some thorny opposition. In Pitts- 
burgh, several dealers have organ- 
ized a boycett of Columbia. In 
Chicago, Jack Tunis, who runs a 
newsletter for disk retailers and 
who sparked a dealer fight against 
Col’s experimental clubs last year, 
is again on the warpath against 
the diskery. 

Several outlets, on the other 
hand, are taking the initiative in 
soliciting members for the Col 
club. In addition to the cuffo disk 
which Col is offering every mem- 
ber with his initia] disk purchase 
through the club, numerous retail- 
ers and discount houses are adding 
their own incentives to get mem- 
bers. These outlets are offering 
cuffo platters, dust jackets and 
other giveaways to lure member- 
ship applications. 

Col’s explicit motivation for 
starting the disk club was to buck 
the existing disk clubs which are 
allegedly siphoning business away 
from the regular diskeries and re- 
tailers. The latter clubs, which 
Col stated did about 35% of the 
classical disk volume, have also 
been angling for top ‘longhair 
names to step up their business. 
While no longhair artists have 


‘signed up with the disk clubs, the 


volume sales of the clubs was 
feared as an irresistible attraction. 


Top disk clubs now in operation 
are Concert Hall Society, the 
Book-of-the-Month Club disk club, 
Music Treasures of the Woerid and 
its subsid, the Children’s Record 
Guild. While the top ¢lubs operate 
exclusively in the longhair field, 
several jazz disk clubs have recent- 
ly entered the field as well. 

The key to whether the rest of 
the majors will adopt club plans 
now rest with Victor. While Manie 
Sacks, RCA veepee and general 
manager of the disk division, an- 
nounced last week that Victor has 
no plans to start a club of its own, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean for- 
ever. Whether or not Victor do 


start a club, according to Victor 
execs, depends on the dealers. 


If 


—-_ 
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they want clubs, Victor execs will 
go along with that too, 

Leonard W. Schneider, 
Records exec vice-prexv, said that 
Decca “has no plans to organize 
any disk clubs.” 


Columbia Club Meets 
Mixed Reaction in Hub 


Boston, Aug. 23. 
Eight Hub record dealers 
climbed aboard , the Columbia 
Record Club Plan with a two page 
ad in the Boston Sunday Herald 
(21) after conflicting reaction 


which had a number of dealers nix- 
ing the plan and others feeling 
little enthusiasm. 


Mosher Music, Krey’s, Melody 
Shop, Peters Music & Appliance, 
Phonograph and. Record Shop, 
Homeyer’s, Winchester Appliance 
Co. and Belment Music were rep- 
resented on one page of the ad and 
the other page was Columbia’s an- 
nouncement. 


Previously a_ secret session of 
Hub dealers at which 15 were rep- 
resented was held and feeling was 
reported as cool. 


One dealer, John Waugh, Min- 
ute Man Radio, Cambridge, Mass., 
cancelled standing orders of Co 
lumbia records and advised em- 
ploves not to take plan orders. 

Manny Josevhs, Book Clearing 
House, Boston, claiming Book of 
Month Clubs has hit book stores, 
indicated he felt the plan would 
do the same for the record indus- 
try. 
Other dealers said the plan will 
force them to go into sidelines to 
make a living. . Some big dealers 
said they would go aleng with the 
pian, but wouldn’t push it. Several‘ 
dealers said they had no choice 
but to go for the plan. Others were 
worried about Columbia’s paying 
out the 20% profit. 

Highest feeling for the plan 
came from simaller merchants in 
suburban areas, who visualized 
good turnover with 20% clear 
profit against present selling of 4 
to 5% net, and elimination of 
clerical work. 

Mosher Music Co. set up a spe- 
cial department to handle club 
member applications and offered 
choice of any one of twelve 12” Co- 
lumbia records to start club mem- 
berships. Homeyer’s offered a 
free gift for joining. Krey’s offered 
a double bonus, a 12” LP case and 
a 12” LP: 

Frank Homeyer of Homeyer’s 
and Son was lukewarm about the 
plan. He said they would have 
application blanks available. He 
indicated there would be no all 
out “pushing” promotion on it. 

Fred Hartstone, of Krey’s Inc. 





felt the plan had little to offer 


dealers, but that they were go- 
ing along with it on a big scale. 


New Coast Pubbery 


A new publishing firm, T-C 
(Texas-California) Music, has been 
organized on the Coast by a group 
of music men. Charles Morris is 
prexy of the new outfit, with Ar- 
thur Valando, viceprexy and pro- 
fessional manager; Elmer Holt, 
v.p.; B. C. Garrison, secretary, and 
Dean Son, treasurer. Firm’s first 
publication is “Three Little 





Stars,” written by Virginia Henry. 


Julie Losch has been named 
head of the company’s New York 
office. 
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British Pop Reviews 








Decca | 








Vera iiynn: “Show Me the Way’- 
“Doonaree” (Decca). When a Vera 
Lynn performance is overshad- 
owed by the accompaniment, 
something's wrong somewhere. 
She certainly comes a bad second 
on these two sides. Catchiness of 
“Doonaree” might save it, but 
an Me the Way” is downright 

ull. 





The Beverley Sisters: “I Remem- | 


ber Mama”-“I’ve Been Thinking” 
(Decca). The trio is an Andrews 
Sisters carbon, and very well done. 
Lead singer Joy is rather a let- 
down on her own, but the: three- 
some give slick renderings of both 
“Mama” and “Thinking.” 
Ted Heath Orch: “Bell 
Boogie”-“Amethyst” (Decca). For 
precision; beat and musicianship, 
the Heath band is still Britain’s 
finest, and these titles are well up 
to standard. “Bell Bell Poogie” is 
catchy enough for both platter 
spinners and juke operators to sit 
up and take notice. Art Tatum’s 
“Amethyst” makes a_ pleasant, 
undistinguished backing. 


Jocks, Jukes, Disks 
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er, Ray Johnson who does “Heads 
You Win,” a so-so number. 
David Carroll Orch: “Twin 88 
Boogie”’-“Red Petticoats” (Mer- 
cury). David Carroll’s band is a 
sound organization with a consist- 
ently commercial sound. This cou- 
pling showcases the crew’s versatil- 
ity. “Twin 88 Boogie” is a boogie- 
woogie piece delivered with preci- 
sion and a sustained beat with a 


piano solo in the forefront. Flip | 
has a radically different approach ! 


with Carroll dispensing a dance 
tune in a sweet, cornball style. 

Sunny Graham: “I Want To Love 
You”-“Puddin’ ’n’ Pie’ (RCA Vic- 
tor). Sunny Graham, young vocal- 
ist from the Bronx who was given 
a break on the Victor label after 
copping first prize in a _ jukebox 
competition, shows considerable 
promise on this coupling as a 
rhythm & blues songstress. Her 
belting of the fine slow ballad, “I 
Want To Love You,” is very stylish 
for the genre. Miss Graham knows 
all the vocal gimmicks used by the 
topflight r&b canaries. Flip is an 
uptempo ballad, perhaps too close- 
ly styled after a recent hit for it 
to step out, 
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Ayres orch supplies its finest back- 
ing when it simply lays down a 
beat for Como. The Ray Charles 
Singers join in a couple of tunes, 
but fundamentally, it’s the parlay 
of Como and a great repertoire 
that sells this package. 

Cyril Ritchard: “Odd Songs and 
A Poem” (Dolphin). As the teeoff 
for the new Doubleday entry into 
the disk market via thé Dolphin 
label, this collection. of songs and 
recitations sets an offbeat, and 
somewhat too precious note. Cyril 
Ritchard, the accomplished British 
actor, is showcased here in a light 
satirical display which never quite 
builds into more than a faint 
smile. Among the best efforts in 
this set is “Color Blind,” a com- 
ment on Sen. McCarthy and his 
Red-hunting tactics. It’s perhaps 
a comment on the times that the 
lyrics to this song, which are ob- 
vious, sound daring in the present 
context. “Lizzie Borden,” by 
Michael Brown, gets some humor 
out of a grisly joke, while ‘Turk 
In The Murkadurk” is an okay 
folksong takeoff. Two songs by 
Richard Adler. and Jerry Ross, 
“You’re So Much A Part of Me” 
and “When Am I Gonna Meet 
Your Mother” are only so-so. “And 
Her Mother Came, Too” is one of 
the funnier tunes in the package. 
Ritchard’s handling of the songs 
are skillful but his recitation of 
the Ella Wheeler Wilcox poem, 
“The Duet,” is surprisingly broad. 





For Squeezeboxes Only 
London, Aug. 23. 
A new record label for accordion 
players has been launched by the 
Bell Accordion Co. Two titles have 
been recorded by Maltese accor- 
dionist Camilleri and they will be 
on sale by direct mail. 
The title of the new diskery is 
fhe Bell Accordion Record Label. 


Bell | 


Inside Stufl—Music 


Recent VARIETY banner headline in the Music Section, “There’s No 
Song Like An Old Song,” has proven tc be a hypo for an actiial song 


of that title written in 1948 by L. 


Wolfe Gilbert and Harry Akst for 


the late Al Jolson. After the latter’s death, Eddie Cantor performed 
the tune once on radio but nothing happened and it was never picked 
up by any publisher.. The Variety headline, however, parked interest 
in the tune and Raiph Peer, head of Southern Music, recalled the 
Gilbert-Akst number and made a deal to publish “There’s No Song 


Like An Old Song.” 





CBS Radio’s ad-promotion catchline, “What A Wonderful Way To 
Spend A Summer Sunday,” is the inspiration for a new tune penned 
by Ervin Drake and Jimmy. Shirl. The tune, which contains references 
to summer Sunday mike fare, will get a hefty push by the net. CBS 
programming execs are now driving for plugs by Bing Crosby, Tene 
nessee Ernie, Martha Wright and Gary Crosby, plus exposure on 
such other house shows as “Amos ’n’ Andy,” “Disk Derby,” “The 
Woolworth Hour” and Kathy Godfrey show. 





The “Birmingham Song” by Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane from 
the new film, “Girl Rush,” got the biggest single plug in radio history 


in that city recently. 


€ All of the city’s 11 radio stations played a re- 
cording of the song simultaneously at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday (14). 


The 


promotion was engineered by Norris Hadaway, manager of the Alae 
bama Theatre, where “Girl Rush” will have its premiere tomorrow 


(Thurs.), 





Harry Ruby (Bert Kalmar &), surviving member of the famed K&R 
songsmithing team, has issued an attractive cue-sheet of their top 
songs for ready reference for filming, telecasting, etc. It stemmed 
from Metro’s biopic, ‘““Three Little Words,” based on the lives and 


songs of Kalmar & Ruby. 





Decca Records has made a tie-in with the Louis I. Steinman Co. to 
manufacture a pocketbook, called the Dee-Jay Bag, specially designed 


for teenage girls. 


With each bag sold, Decca is giving a premium of 


one early Glenn Miller band recording. The bag is made to hold 45 


rpm platters. 








Band Review 


THREE CHORDS 
Hotel President, Kansas City 

As it has done occasionally in 
the past, the Hotel President has 
come up with a new musical unit 
Ahat proves topflight and rates an 
extra nod from customers to its 
de luxe Drum _ Room. Three 
Chords generally have been play- 
ing the south, but came in here 
from a long stand in Grove’s Steak 
House in downstate Springfield, 
Mo. 

Combination of electric organ, 
piano and vibes and accordion dou- 
ble is one not seen too often in 
these parts, but is put together 
for effective rhythms by trio of 
Stan Walker, Jim Anderson and 
Ted Alexander. Their setup is 
principally geared for danceable 
rhythms, a basic must for this 
room, and they embellish their 
work with much interchange of 
instruments, variety of vocals and 
vocal groupings, and generous sup- 
ply of tunes selected from current 
pops, standards, Latins and novel- 
ties: 

With each member capable of 
playing the other’s instrument, 
and with fiddle and drums and 
others thrown in as extras, there’s 
a wide range of versatility among 
the three, and they work it to the 
best advantage to keep things 
lively throughout the _ evening. 
They came in originally for a fort- 
night, have had their options lift- 
ed, and likely will make a long 
stand of it. Undoubtedly they will 
be back for a second stand later. 

Quin. 


Liberace Grosses 276 
In Salt Lake City Date 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 23. 

Liberace’s preem appearance 
here in an al fresco session at the 
State Fair Grounds Aug. 9, was a 
socko performance with a capacity 
crowd of 7,000 paying up to $6 for 
a $27,000 gross. 

Impressario Eugene Jelesnik, in 
the kickoff of his new career, hit 
a jackpot return for his efforts. 
Jelesnik, who has previously been 
on radio and tv with his fiddle, is 
part owner of The Cinegrill, local 
eatery. 














DEVOL CUTS SPECIAL 
PKGE. TO PLUG ‘KNIFE’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Special sides cut by Frank DeVol 
of the score he composed and con- 
ducted for the Robert Aldrich pro- 
duction, “The Big Knife” will be 
part of a special album package 
which DeVol will take along with 
him on a cross-country deejay tour 
to plug the United Artists pic. 

Because of a tieup with Colum- 
bia which i8 pressing the sides, 
diskery has first refusal rights on 
a regular album of the score. The 
special package including DeVol 
instrumentals, features vocals by 
Eileen Wilson and Eddie DiMarlo. 
Plans are to distribute the package 
to over 600 disk jocks around the 
country. 





Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
have been booked by the Lincoln 
National Life Insurance Co., Fort 
Wayne, Ind., to mark the 50th an- 
niversary of the founding of the 
firm on Sept. 15. 
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AGVA in Drive to Make Chi Niteries 
Toe the Union Mark; 2 Spots Settle 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 


Lengthy feud between the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists and 
Club Hollywood ended last week 
in a victory for the performers’ 
union. At same time, the Black 
Orchid management agreed to post 
a cash salary bond under AGVA 
rules for the first time in its His- 
tory. Both developments came as a 
result of a visit here by AGVA’s 
new national administrator Jackie 
Bright. ; 

Bright was here for three days, 
conferring with union’s midwest 
regional director Ernie Fast in a 
survey of local conditions. In addi- 
tion to the immediate results of 
his Chi visit, he ordered a con- 
certed drive to get all clubs em- 
ploying AGVA members to com- 
ply with three basic demands: sign- 
ing of the minimum basic agree- 
ment setting salary minimums and 
working conditions, posting of a 
cash bond guaranteeing entertain- 
ers’ salaries for one week, and con- 
tribution by club ops of $2.50 per 
week for each entertainer to the 
union’s welfare fund. Clubs will be 
tackled one at a time till all are 
signed up. 

Bright's program will undoubt-. 
edly be met with strong opposition 
in certain quarters and will prob- 
zbly result in calling off the truce 
in effect between AGVA and the 
Calumet City stripperies. Shortly 
after Fast came out to Chi as mid- 
west regional director, he atttempt- 
ed enforce compliance by the Cal 
City peel spots with the three basic 
demands. After a long drawn-out 
war, the AGVA rep had to be sat- 
isfied with the clubs’ compliance 
with two of»the points and their 
refusal to make the welfare con- 
tributions. They signed minimum 
basic agreements and posted cash 
bonds only. So, until now, all has 
been well between AGVA and the 
Cal City stripperies but it looks 
like the battle is about to be joined 
again. , 

Immediate outcome of Bright’s 

(Continued on page 62) 


MINNEAPOLIS’ '5-YEAR 
BIG SUPPERTIME PLAN 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

Local bistro amazer is the com- 
paratively inexpensive floor show 
policy at loeal Schiek’s. cafe which 
is still packing ‘em in after five 
successive years and will start a 
sixth season next December. 

Entertainment comprises cap- 
suled musical comedies-with a cast 
of six locally recruited singers— 
an equal number of young men 
and young women—and running 
from 35 to 45 minutes. There aré 
both a dinner and supper show 
nightly. 

In the five and a half years, the 
sextet had presented 13 shows a 
week for more than 3,500 perform- 
ances and has become a Minneapo- 
lis tradition. An all-time record 
for continuous performances ~here, 
both for theatres and night clubs, 
was established long since. 

Schiek’s has been famed here 
for its food and beverages, but when 
Bennie Berger, theatre. circuit 
owner, acquired it in 1948 its busi- 
ness had sunk to a low ebb. When 
it began to look like a white ele- 
phant for Berger the latter tried 
unsuccessfully to peddle it. 

In a desperate effort to arrest 
slumping business, Berger was per- 
suaded by a local producer, Glyde 
Snyder, to install the capsuled mu- 
sical comedies in the entertain- 
mentless establishment. The pol- 
icy caught on immediately. It 
wasn’t long before reservations be- 
came necessary in order to. assure 
accommodations for ‘the dinner 
show and that condition still pre- 
vails and has done so uninterrupt- 
edly. 

Snyder has continued as pro- 
ducer, but the singers change fre- 
quently. The musical accompani- 
ment is provided by a four-piece 
orchestra, but there is no customer 
dancing. Tunes, however, are 
dished out before and after the 
shows. 

Since prosperity’s arrival, Berger 
has expended a considerable sum 
on beautifying the spot’s front and 
installing a new cocktail lounge. 
It still has a reputation for its 
food and drinks. 

Operation was subject of Min- 
neapolis Sunday Tribune roto sec- 
o- article with a large spread of 
art. 





a 
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Gilbert Becaud to Open 
Persian Room in N.Y. 


Gallic singer Gilbert Becaud has 
been signed to open the season at 
the Persian Room of the Plaza Ho- 
tel, N. Y., Sept. 15. 

He’s currently at the Beverly 
Hilton, Beverly Hills, and will 
make a tour of other stops on the 
Hilton inn circuit. 


Brit. Cafe Quota 
Considered By 
Labor Ministry 


London, Aug. 23. 


Because the Hotel and Restau- 
rant Proprietors Assn. has failed 
to signature a pact with the Variety 
Artists Federation for a British 
quote in cabaret, the ball has now 
been passed to the Ministry of La- 
bor, which is expected to take ac- 
tion within the next two months. 

Earlier in the year,. Leslie Mac- 
donnell, acting in a personal ca- 
pacity as mediator, brought the two 
parties together and succeeded in 
obtaining agreement on the main 
points of a. British quota. It was 
then thought that the pact would 
be ratified by each of the ‘organi- 
zations. é 

The VAF, which has been agitat- 
ing for this agreement for years, 
is not prepared to aliow the restau- 
rateurs to stali any longer. It ad- 
vised the Ministry of Labor of the 
delaying tactics and as a result, 
the government department is now 
intervening to bring about an early 
settlement. 

The eventual pact will be sub- 
stantially the same as that agreed 
under Macdonnell’s’ mediation. 
There will be a 3344% British 
quota for all hotels and restaurants 
which stage cabaret, but resident 
dancing lines will qualify’ as an 
act. For example, a cafe, which 
normally employs two acts, plus 
a line of girls, will always be in 
the clear. 


ROY ROGERS TO WORK 
THREE MORE RODEOS 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Roy Rogers is slated for three 
more rodeo appearances around 
the country, following his stint last 
Sunday (21) at the Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Rodeo in the L. A. Col- 
iseum. 

He will participate in the N. Y. 
Madison Square Garden World 
Championship Rodeo for 18 days 
in September and October, his 
seventh stand there; following will 
be 12 days in the Boston Garden, 
and 12 days at the annual Houston 
Rodeo in February. Opening stan- 
za was last June in San Antonio, 


Steinberg Retires As 
G.M. of Hillcrest Club 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

John Steinberg has voluntarily 
retired as general manager of the 
Hillerest Country Club here after 
17 years. Club’s directorate has 
voted him a lifetime honorary 
membership and appointed him to 
the post of special advisor to the 
board. 

Steinberg, prior to coming to 
Hillcrest, was one of New York’s 
top nitery operators. Emil Lepp, 
Hillcrest’s former head chef, suc- 
ceeds in the g.m. post. 

Before and during the Prohibi- 
tion era, John & Christo were 
Gotham landmarks. 


Eileen O’Dare Ill 














Dancer Eileen O’Dare has been | 


Everybody Gets Into 
Ice Cream Parlor Act 


Margaret Truman is making her 
contribution to the forthcoming 
Maxfield’s, a new ice cream parlor 
to be operated by Max Gordon, 
owner of the Village Vanguard and 
co-owner of the Blue Angel, both 
N. Y., with Herbert Jacoby. Miss 
Truman is contributing a recipe 
for chocolate sauce that has been 
in the family for many years along 
with a few suggestions that the 
Management has adopied. 

Miss Truman suggested that ne 
liquor be served, that there be no 
revolving door on the premises, 
and that a place be provided un- 
der the fountain where women cus- 
tomers can park their packages 
temporarily. 

Spot, however, will be backed by 
a flock of show bizites among oth- 
ers. Among those in the entertain- 
ment field who are shareholders 
are producer Paul Feigay, comic 
Orson Bean, actress Phyllis Hill, 
agent Deborah Coleman, concert 
manager J. Kenneth Allen, concert 
pianist Jerome Rappaport, and an 
assortment which includes several 
varieties of engineers, painters, so- 
ciologists, ad agency execs and 
others. Michael Field, a concert 
pianist, will be the other major 
partner along with Gordon. 


Patti Andrews 
Exits Chez Paree 
In Billing Row 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Patti Andrews, who opened at 
Chi’s Chez Paree Sunday (21) 
night, is cancelling out of show in 
billing conflict with Jimmy Nelson, 
also appearing there> Wally Wesch- 
ler, Miss Andrews’ husband, ac- 
companist and manager, says the 
William Morris Agency misrepre- 
sented terms of contract for the 
Chez date. He says Miss Andrews 
ordinarily receives 100% sole star 
billing but the contract for this 
date, which he did not receive un- 
til rehearsal day of the opening, 
reads only 100% equal billing. 


Miss Andrews stays on through 
tomorrow. (Wed.) ‘to give the club 
chance to book a replacement, as 
yet not obtained. Weschler says 
Miss Andrews will try to obtain re- 
lease from the Morris Agency. 
Jimmy Nelson’s contract calls for 
full sole star billing and his ma 
ager, Lou Cohan, remains adamant 
on terms. Nelson was booked into 
Chicago Theatre three months ago 
and was yanked at last minute be- 
cause of failure to receive top bill- 
ing. Miss Andrews and Weschler 
head for New York first of next 
week where Miss Andrews --will 
read for the lead in Anita Loos’ 
musical, ‘‘Amazing Adele.” 


NASH MOTORS BRAKES 
MISS AMERICA’ CUFFOS 


Atlantic City, Aug. 23. 
Nash Motors, in an overall re- 
duction in its promotional activi- 
ties, has withdrawn from its Miss 


America Pageant activities, effec- 
tive after the event of the week 











| 





admitted to the: Will Rogers Me- | 
morial Hospital at Saranac Lake, | 


N. Y¥. Miss O’Dare had been play- 
ing dates in Miami Beach and 


Hollywood while under care by | 


medicos. : 

Her last New York date was at 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria last sum- 
mer. 


j 


following Labor Day. Company 
had provided a fleet of cars for 
transportation of beauties and offi- 
cials since 1948. Since that time it 
has contributed $10,000 in scholar- 
ship funds and provided winners 
with eight custom built Nash 
motorcars. 

Pageant girls this year will be 
driven in cars provided by the 
Plymouth Motor Division of the 
Chrysler Corp. Cars are driven by 
local firemen and police. 
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Ask Out on Hildeg 


Las Vegas Pacts Now a Gamble; Hotels 
arde, Walters Deals 


a> 


The Las Vegas hotels, which had 





Book Soph for Repeat 
Stand at Beachcomber 


Sophie Tucker has been booked 
for a term at the Beachcomber, 
Miami Beach, starting in February 
for three weeks and options. 

Possibility is that she'll work 
similarly to last season, when she 
stayed through several shows with 
a week off before starting with a 
subsequent layout. 


K. C. Baseball 
Fever Gives Show 
Biz Mixed B. 0. 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 


Facing American League compe- 
tition with a sixth place club, the 
Kansas City Athletics already have 
set an attendance figure of 1,100,- 
000 and may well set a record that 
may stand for some time before 
the season is concluded. Team be- 
gan a homestand this week that 
will run well into September, and 
much of the heavy attendance has 
been chalked up. at home where 
the 32,000-seat park has been 
jammed to capacity on more than 
one occasion. 

Effect of thi§ trek to the ball- 
park has had mixed results locally. 
Theatres report Athletics traffic 
does not dent trade when a big 
attraction is on the marquee, but 
likely over the season the A’s have 
made inroads on theatre trade. 





bringing traffic to town, but also 
taking a huge bite -of the family 
entertainment budget. 

Night clubs are finding the A’s 
also a mixed blessing. In some of 
the more de luxe spots it has hy- 
poed dinner business at _ spots 
which furnish bus service to the 
ballpark. But it has seriously 
dented trade at first evening shows 
when an exciting series is ou at 
the park. 


SHAW, DEUTSCH END 
MUTUAL REP DEAL 





and the Milt Deutsch Agency of 
Hollywood, has been ~cancelled. 
Pact had been in effect for three 
years. Shaw veepee Jack Archer 
planed out to the Coast to set up 
machinery for the handling of 
Shaw’s Coast bookings. 

Joe Marsolais, who recently re- 
signed from the Gale Agency to 
join Shaw’s staff, will take over 
most of Archer’s duties while latter 
is on the Coast. 


Al Martino Set For 
British Vaude Dates 


Liverpool, Aug. 23. 

Al Martino is set for vaude 
weeks at the Garrick Theatre, 
Southport, Aug. 29, and the Win- 
ter Gardens, Morecambe, Sept. 5. 
U. S. singer has been including in 
his songalog a Harry Lauder tune, 
“Sound Advice.” To check its au- 
thenticity, he telephoned Greta 
Lauder, the late minstrel’s niece, 
who confirmed it to be a genuine 
collector’s item. Martino picked 
it up in a Hollywood bookshop, yel- 
low with age and at least 40 years 
old. 

Radio program in honor of Lau- 








Dr. Jive & Mr. Hyde 





ia 
| Hyde in charge. 


¥ 


Managers feel it a mixed blessing, 


Mutual representation deal be-, 
¢@ | tween the Billy Shaw. Agency, N.Y., 





der is being aired from Glasgow | 
Aug. 19, with interviewer Howard | - . 
Lockhart recalling the Scot star in | SPOt will be a 14-floor operation, 
conversation with Greta Lauder. | 


'the Sans 
|Roe board of directors and will 
Universal Attractions has opened | serve as prexy. 

jazz department with Walter 


| tate of Harvey S. Firestone and 


major hassies in. connection with 
the cancellations of Wally Cox 
and Edith Piaf, are at it again. The 
Riviera, which paid off Miss Piaf 
even before .she opened, is at- 
tempting to make a _ settlement 
with Hildegarde who is set for four 
weeks at that spot at $10,000, start- 
ing Aug. 31. ; 

The Dunes Hotel, which can- 
celled Cox with a lot of publicity, 
has been taken over by thé man- 
agement of the Sands Hotel, and 
is attempting to get out of-a con- 
tract signed with Lou Walters who 
was to produce a 12-week show for 
them starting in September. Wal- 
ters was contracted at $25,000 
weekly for -his services and it’s 
stipulated that he was to have 
complete control over.the shows. 
He’s the operator of the Latin 
Quarters in New York and Miami 
Beach, 

Cancellations are expensive pas- 
times for both hotels. The Riviera 
previously paid out $40,000 to Miss 
Piaf for not opening at the inn, 
while the Dunes was clipped for 
$44,000 representing four weeks of 
Cox at $11,000 per. Cox worked 
only a short time. Inn wanted to 
cancel him after the first night and 
make a settlement, but he insisted ° 
on staying. They returned him to 
the show, and after a few nights, 
he was told to go and bulk of the 
money was given him. Hotel 
still paying out at the rate o 
$3,000 a week until the entire sum 
is cleared. The Riviera, in the 
case of Hildegarde, will get off 
with a comparatively small $40,- 
000, but the Dunes is rep ly 
ee for $300,000 for the Walters 
paet. 

The Sands Hotel ops reportedly 
wants to book Frank Sinatra for 
its preem show at the Dunes un- 
der its management. Sinatra, a 
stockholder in the Sands, is one of 
the regular headliners at that inn. 
Meanwhile, it has to get out of the 


(Continued on page 62) 


OHIO STATE FAIR BETS — 
ON NAMES TO HYPOBO. 


Columbus, Aug. 23. 

Ohio State Fair opens here Fri- 
day (26) with the biggest lineup of - 
name attractions in its 100-year his- 
tory. In deciding on the new enter- 
tainment policy, fair manager Sam 
Cashman is taking a calculated 
risk. The, pressure is on to boost 
receipts from the big exposition, 
which has sagged badly in recent 

ears. Last year, the fair went 
$388,000 in the red. 

If Cashman expects to get money 
from State Legislature to improve 
physical facilities of ancient fair- 
grounds, he first has to prove the 
expo is popular enough to warrant 
extra taxpayers’ coin. 

Bovked for the eight-day fair, 
expected to draw 500,000 visitors, 
are Bill. (Hopaleng Cassidy) Boyd, 
Gisele MacKenzie, Ted Weems and 
Billy May’s orch., Snooky Lanson, 
Eddie’ Peabody, Peggy King, Bill 
Hayes, and the dog, Lassie. Stock 
car racing and wrestiing round out 
the entertainment program. 


Miami Beach’s Eden Roc 
Costliest-—$10,000,000 


Miami Beach, Aug. 23. 

Indications of how luxury hotel- 
building costs have zoomed is seen 
by the fact that the Eden Roc, now 
| under constructicn here, will cost 
$29,000 per room, believed to be 
la record sum in inn construction. 
Cost of this 351 room hostel is said 
| to run to $10,000,000. 

The new Ecen Rec is adjacent 
to the Fontainebleau, which is the 
largest in the area and, until the 
Eden Roc, one of the most expen- 
sive on a per-room basis. New 











manned by 612 employees. Harry 
Mufson, who built and operated 
Souci, heads the Eden 


Inn is located on the former es- 


| Hyde recently resigned the Gale | abuts into the former holdings of 


| Ageney and prior to that had been 
| booking jazzsters for the Billy 
| Shaw office. 


| Singer Karen 
signed a management 
} with the Wynn Lassner office. 





Chandler 


'Maj. Albert Warner. 
| bought an additional 100 foot plot 
| from the Warner estate for $650,- 
has | 
contract | 
| cember. 


The hotel 


000, a record price for a lot of that 
size in this avea. é 
Opening is slated for late De- 
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Spitalny Click Cues 


RKO Palace 


Search for Names. With OK Terms 


The Palace Theatre, N. Y., has + 


put out the welcome mat for at- 
tractions of any kind, not only for 
the N. Y. flagship but for the en- 
tire circuit of RKO houses. Booker 
Dan Friendly says that not only 
the Palace, but virtually any out- 
of-town house is ready, willing and | 
able to take on any attraction. Sole 
catch is that the headliners or 
their agents have to come up with 
a deal under which both can live 
with. If this is done, the entire 
circuit of RKO is back in the vau- 
deville business, according to! 
Friendly. 

Reason for the red-carpeted 
pitch to personalities is the ter- 
rific $33,000 scored by Phil Snital- 
ny last week at the Palace. Gross | 
was the highest scored by the | 
house in many months, and at the 
same time the Spitalny all-femme 
crew earned slightly under $10,000,, 
the highest sum carried off for one 
week in a N. Y. location job for 
many years. Spitalny was booked 
in by Joe Glaser’s Associated 
Booking Corp. for a $5,500 guaran- 
tee plus 50% of receipts after 
$22,500. 

Friendly says that the Palace 
isn’t married to its present format 
of eight acts. Should suitable 
headliners come along at attractive 
deals, they’ll change to suit the 
headliner. The Spitalny booking, 
incidentally, is the first name band 
to play the house. 


MICHAEL 
TERRACE 

BARE? RA 
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Plans Set for $5,000,000 
Hilton Hotel in Berlin 


Berlin, Aug. 23. 
Only a few months after the 
visit by Conrad N. Hilton here, ar- 
chitect’s plans for his new giant 


hotel have been announced. The 
16-story building will be built on 
Budapester Strasse, and will cost 


about $5,000,000. New hotel will be | 


almost exclusively of steel and 
glass and will have about 400 guest 
rooms. 

Big local hotel owners are not 
happy over having a competitive, 
ultra-modern American hotel here, 
but authorities felt such a hotel 
would encourage tourism to Ber- 
lin, a factor of vital importance. 


AAs Aid Burley Artists’ 
Drive for Pacts With 
Hirst, Midwest Circuits 


The Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America are moving to support 
the Burlesque Assn. in _ latter 
union's effort to get a contract with 
the Hirst and Midwest Circuits. 
Previous contract between BAA 
and the theatres expired at the end 
of May and there’s been no nego- 
tiations since. 

The 4As is expected to take for- 
mal ‘action at its next executive 
meeting, for which no date has yet 
been set. However, individual 
unions have indicated support for 
BAA. Should the other unions vote 
to put the burlesque circuits on 
the unfair list, the circuits will be 
unable to get talent that normally 
works in the other fields such as 
cafes, vaudeville and legit. 

Theatres on the BAA unfair list 
are the Palace, Buffalo;- Casino, 
Boston; Empire, Newark; Globe, 
Atlantic City; Folly, Kansas City; 
Lyric, Allentown; Gayety, Detroit; 
Howard, Boston; Casino, Pitts- 
burgh; Trocadero, Philadelphia; 
Grand, St. Louis; Roxy, Cleveland; 
Hudson, Union City, and Gayety, 
Baltimore. In addition, the BAA 
has declared the Adams Theatre, 
Newark, to be unfair since it also 
refuses to negotiate. This house is 
not affiliated with either circuit. 








FIVE DIE IN NITERY, 


HOTEL BLAZE IN RIO 


Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 16. 


An afternoon (14) blaze gutted 
Rio’s Vogue nitery and hotel, re- 
sulting in the death of five. For- 
tunately both spots were practical- 
ly empty at the time. Had the fire 
started a few hours later, the cas- 
ualty list might have read like Rio’s 
social register, since Sunday night 
usually sees cafe society packing 
the Vogue. 

In a matter of seconds the flames 
raced up the stairs of the 14-story 
building, trapping crooner Warren 
Hayes. Hayes was signed by Baron 
von Stuckart, manager of the bis- 
tro, during the latter’s recent visit 
to the United States. Yesterday 
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WILL OSBORNE 


AND HIS ORCH. 
Now 75th Week 
New Golden Hotel, Reno 
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| was to have been Hayes’ closing 
| performance at the spot. Hayes 
| was seen at the window of his 10th 
| floor apartment for over an hour 
| signalling for help, but the ladders 
| only reached up to the sixth floor. 

Unable to stand the heat, he flung 
| himself out and crashed to his 
| death. A helicopter, summoned for 
| the rescue, arrived too late. Also 
| killed, by suffocation, in their own 
| apartment, were Waldemar and 
| Gloria Schiller, 


Ribbing the Clientele 
Montreal, Aug. 23, 


Irene Andrian, Polish-born 
chanteuse now a h.o, in Ruby 
Foo’s Starlight Room here, dis- 
played a touch of Hildegarde’s 
technique last Thursday (18). 
Between songs, she remarked 
gently to a muncher at a ring- 
side table, “I wish you’d stop 
eating spare ribs till I get 
through!” 


He paid no heed, so she sang 
her finale, “Darling, Je Vous 
— Beaucoup,” Hildegarde’s 
ongtime theme, to him. He 
turned to her, still gnawing, 
and handed her a spare rib. 
She took it, finished the song, 
then bowed off daintily nibbl- 
ing at the rib. 


Bid Mpls, Nix 








Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 


In an editorial captioned ‘In- 
stead of Wrist-slaps,”:the Minneap- 
olis Morning Tribune called upon 
the City Council “to serve notice 
that it intends to discourage sex- 
and-smut performances where beer 
and liquor are sold and that even 
first offenders, in the future, will 
surely jeopardize their license priv- 
ileges.” 


in reprimanding the Hoop-D-Doo 
night club after one of its exotic 
dancers Cathy Carson, had been 
arrested “for going too far” in her 
performance and fined $10 in mu- 
nicipal court on a disorderly con- 
duct charge. The aldermen voted 
down a minority license committee 
report calling for a 10-day susnen- 
sion of the club’s license. Members 
opposing the minority report point- 
ed out that it was the elub’s first 
offense and council policy has been 
only to reprimand in such instances. 

“A dance act of the sort that got 
this night club into trouble can 
attract a lot of business,” said the 
Morning Tribune in its editorial. 
“The profits from it may far out- 
balance a $100 fine. As for a coun- 
cil reprimand, it doesn’t hit the 
pocketbook at all. It’s just a scold- 
ing after the profits have been 
made.” 


50-Year-Old Vienna 
Variety Show Returning 


Vienna, Aug. 16. 


The Ronacher variety show, a 
symbol in show biz here from 1894 
to 1944, will reopen Nov. 3. Bern- 
h Labriola who will produce, re- 
vealed this news on his 65th birth- 
day. He told Vartety he must 
wait until the Burg Theatre en- 
semble moves out. 


Because the original Burgthea- 
tre building (state-run legit) was 
bombed out in 1945, the Ronacher 
building was taken over by the 
government and classic perform- 
ances given there ever since. The 
new Ronacher show will be a fam- 
ily-type show with no strip-tease. 

Though no contracts have been 
signed yet, Labriola has in mind 
a Brazilian revue, with Charlie 
Rivels, Hiller Girls and the i4- 
year-old Spanish juggler, Perezov. 
Labriola himself won fame in 1912, 
when he was named the world’s 
strongest man. 








Frisco’s Other Room 
San Francisco, Aug. 23. 

Enrico Banducci, operator of the 
successful Bohemian spot, the hun- 
gry i, has opened another club in 
the room adjacent to the i. It’s 
called The Other Room. 

Banducci signed Boston singer 
Faith Winthrop for the featured 
spot with pianist Vince Guaraldi 





as accompanist. 





Blue Cafe Shows: 


Editorial followed council: action. 





Shoreham, D. C., Boosts.B: 0. By 
Slicing Name Talent, Upping Budget 


+ 
+ 





Nefzger to Head Up 
Boca Raton in Fla. 


Réginald G. Nefzger has resigned 
as manager of the British Colo- 
nial Hotel, Nassau, and will assume 
duties as new head-man of the 
Boca Raton hotel, Boca Raton, Fia., 
in October. He’s being succeeded 
as Nassau topper by Lewis P. 
Beers, who comes in Sept: 15 from 
Quebec where he manages the 
Manoir Richelieu. 

The British Colonial Hotel will 
undergo a major alteration short- 
ly. A roof .garden and an outdoor 
theatre will be added to the pres- 
ent facilities. 


Dinah Toplines Spec 
~ For Flint Centennial; 
Show Budgeted at 806 


Flint, Mich., Aug. 23. 


A three-day Flint centennial 
spectacle, budgeted at around $80,- 
000, will preem Sept. 9 at the 
Atwood Stadium. Dinah Shore 
heads the list of performers sked- 
ded to appear in the offering, which 
is tagged “Flint—The Big Wheel.” 
Other participants include her hus- 
band, film actor -George Mont- 
gomery, the Skylarks, Bud and 
Cece Robinson, Pansy the Horse 
and the Virginians. . 

Legit producer James Russo, who 
directed “Omaha Chuck Wagon of 
America” for the Omaha Centen- 
nial last year, is staging the Flint 
opus. The script is by Oliver Craw- 
ford. Aida Alvarez is handling the 
choreography, while Robert Moore 
has designed the unit stage and 
Alfred Stern, American National 
Theatre & Academy managing di- 
rector, has designed the costumes. 
Stern is also overall managing di- 
rector of the Flint centennial. Ray- 
mond Gerkowski is musical direc- 
tor. 

In addition to professionals; the 
cast will include approximately 2,- 
000 localites, bands and choral 
groups. Lighting is being regulated 
by the Otto K. Olesen Co. of Holly- 
wood. Admission to the offering, 
which will climax the centennial 
celebration, is free. ‘ | 


DISNEYLAND WEEKENDS 
CLIMB; 385G WKLY. TAKE 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Disneyland weekend attendance 
is beginning to pick up. After 
earlier heavy weekday packing, 
weekends were trailing, probably 
as a result of early reports of bad 
traffic and overcrowded park con- 
ditions. Last week hit 150,593 in 
attendance, the biggest since open- 
ing frame, with 62,059 clocked in 
over the weekends as against the 
previous weekend of 38,368, and 
30,943 the weekend before. 

Weekdays, Monday through 
Thursday last week, showed 88,534, 
against 83,510 for the previous 
frame’s weekdays, and 78,803 regis- 
tered the week before. Disney- 
land’s estimates per-person tab for 
admissions, parking, refreshments, 
rides, ete., are $2.56, which adds up 
to last week’s gross of $385,518. 











Omaha Spot Opens 


On Site of Angelo’s 


Omaha, Aug. 23. 

Ross, Lee and Buff Belfiore have 
reopened the nitery here, once 
known as Angelo’s, that played top 
names of show biz. 

New spot is titled Buff’s. Enter- 
tainment is supplied by a five-piece 
outfit, the Missouri Ramblers. 





om emrani 


mania 














By reversing the prevailing trend 
and discarding name entertain- 
ment, the Terrace Room of the 
Shoreham Hotel Washington, has 
become one of the most profitab’e 
inn entertainment operations in the 
east. Spot moved out of a $92,000 
deficit in food sales two years ago 
to the point where profits are 
reaching for six figures. Inn’s come- 
back date from the time Bernie 
Bralove, son of the builder of the 
hotel, took over production a little 
more than a year ago. 

Bralove, instead of cutting down 
on the entertainment budget, ex- 
panded the amounts used for 
shows, but cut out name acts, and 


| even some types of standard turns 


in favor of highcost production. 
According to Bralove, there was 
little, if anything, left after paying 
off name acts, and many other 
types of acts didn’t deliver suffici- 
ently in entertainment nor in 
drawing power. 


In this respect, Bralove went 
counter to the general trend in 
cafe operation since the bulk of 
the niteries depend on name per- 
formers. Also, several innkeepers 
have found that it’s now more prof- 
itable to cut out entertainment and 
make money in a room just on a 
rental basis. The Prince Edward 
Hotel, Toronto, has found that to 
be the case. The Terrace Room of 
the Hotel New Yorker, N.Y., has 


(Continued on page 62) 














Eileen BARTON 


Apollo Umberto Silvano 
Roberto Romano 


Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
4 (The Service of the *STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 
Singly; $1.05 per script. 





3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 @ 
‘MINSTREL BUDGET......... $25 @ 
4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk.. .$25 @ 
BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
OW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 














HARBERS 


Now 


CASINO MUNICIPAL LIDO 
VENICE, ITALY 

















“KIP WAS HIP” 


“They copies all they could 
follow but they couldn't copy 
our mind. So we left em 
sweatin and stealin a year 
and a half behind—" 


Rudyard Kipling 


MR. BALLANTINE 


Currently 


PALACE THEATRE 


NEW YORK 
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“Joey Adams is the smoothest entertai 
ner alive. 
Without peer in talent. Great conferencier, Pc 


hoofer and showman." 
LEE MORTIMER 
Daily Mirror 


















VARIETY 

“Joey Adams is a 
brash, savvy comic who 
knows how to yock if up. 
His ed libs are sharp, his 
‘life of the party’ mien 
peppers the whole show 


VU with laughs." Herm. 









“Best show in Latin Quarter's his. 


tory. ‘Star Joey Adams’ act really 
catches fire." | 


ROBERT SYLVESTER 
Daily News y 






‘ 













“Bravote Joey Adams 
Breaking records at the 
Latin Quarter.” 

~ EARL WILSON 
New York Post 


- 


t 





pices ode 
wey. ect.” oe : 4 
LOUIS SOBOL at n 3% not % a 
New York MS ox i . 

Journal-American 





















"Smash Click!” 
ED SULLIVAN 
Daily News 


Soa wee 4 : r) ; \ 






° “Star of the revue is Joey Adams, 
wit, raconteur, od-libber, author, 
humorist, actor, dancer, leading ex- 
ponent of the razor edged retort— 
yeah, that’s one feller!" 


Ces GENE KNIGHT 
“ New York Journal- 
American 














“Joey Adams, irrepressible, and 
lovable sets the tempo for a gay and . 
saucy extravaganza,” wag 


ROBERT W. DANA 
World Telegram and Sun 






. © RADIO & TELEVISION ® 
Dramctic Hit of the Yeor—PHILCO PLAYHOUSE 
“Play Me Hearts and Flowers" 
with Johnny Desmond 
RATE YOUR MATE, CBS @ SPEND A MILLION, NBC 
BACK THAT FACT, ABC 


@ RECORDS @ 
Coral Records—with AL KELLY 


@ LITERATI @ 
Out Soon 
4th Published Book, “STRICTLY FOR LAUGHS" 


© PICTURES © 
“SINGING IN THE DARK" 











“My favorite clown. Gives the te 
show a breathless pace." 


HY GARDNER 
New York Herald Tribune 








od “Atomic Adams, our favorite co= 
median, dances, sings, emcees and 
« gives you the general impression he 
can also juggle and do magic while : 
playing an oboe.” Y 
Film Musical Produced by JOEY ADAMS FRANK FARRELL i 
and Featuring JOEY ADAMS World Telegram ail nn | i 


| want to thank Joey Adams for | ts, usr segs é 


the many Plyds he grand since the 
days of Willie Howard me to Louw ' 
Walters for the cravinating many , Rirection: 

tribnitz like Flo Ziegfeld all of Personal Manager: LEO COHEN MMWeyimNaNRid tad hid 1) Tit 5. INC. 


aoe ne ee papiolye Bookings: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY [emma TNT Qn MCLEE ES 
AL K | i. 
This ad paid for by HENNY_YOUNGMAN! 
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New York . 
Celeste Holm tapped for the 
Persian Room of the Plaza Hotel, 
N. Y., Jan. 5... Arthur Lee 


‘ kins into the “Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


in February .. . Artie Dann set for 
the Julius LaRosa show at the 
Chicago Theatre, Chicago, Sept. 15 
. . . Patti Andrews booked into 
the Food Show, Omaha, Sept. 24 
for one week... Billy Ward’s 
co slated for the Copaca- 
bana, Y., Sept. 8... Reese & 
Davis hae the Fontainebleau, 
Miami Beach, October. 

Carmen MacRae has been pacted 
for Jazz City, Hollywood, starting 
Sept. 13 . . . Music Corp. of Ameri- 
ca has signed Charlie Applewhite 
and Jack Carter... Bob Anthony 
an addition to the Stage Coach 
Inn, So. Hackensack, N. J. 

Barbara MeNair . leaving the 
Blue Angel, N.Y. show tonight 
(Wed.} for one week for Racine to 
marry Earl Wright, a non-pro... 
Joe E. Lewis inked for the Latin 
Casino, Philadelphia,, starting Oct. 
31 ‘Myron ~ mage —w — for 
Eddys, Kansas City, Oct. . Ma- 
rion Marlowe to a Beverly 
Hilton Hotel, Beverly Hills, Sept. 
9. ‘Mickey Rooney pacted for 
the 500 Club, Atlantic City, Aug. 
27. Joey Foreman continues in 
the act. 





Chicago 

The Mariners set for Fazio’s, 
Milwaukee, Sept. 16-26 . . . Will 
Jordan into the Palmer House, 
Chi, headlining Merriel Abbott’s 
“Boast of the Town” Sept. 15. 
Frankie Scott currently at Ka See's 
th I SEES STO TE OR LEME ELIE. EEE LE DL DELETE TLE IE GIES 


“T7TENQ” 


World’s Fastest - 


BANJOIST 


Formerly with Red Norvo 
Currently Mountain Resorts 
ESTES PARK, COLO. 


Available Oct. 1, for Top Radio, 
T.V., Clubs, Etc. 


Management: RAY STAUDT 
6087 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 
Phone: HO. 4-0101 

















ESE 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
Radio in Every Room 














JACK POWELL 


and his Educated Drum Sticks 
Under the Personal Management of 
MARK LEDDY and LEON NEWMAN 
48 West 48th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Phone—JUdson 6-2760 











Vande, Cafe Dates 








Toledo .. . Boyd Bennett & The 
Rockets; Jay Lawrence, Nicki & 
Noel, on the bill with Patti Page 
opening at Chi’s Chicago Theatre, 
‘Sept. 2. . 





Hollywood 


Gene Wesson and Gordon Polk 
open for four frames. at the River- 
side Hotél, Reno, Sept. 13 ... 
Billy Eckstine goes into the New 
Frontier, Vegas, Sept. 4 for four 
weeks, following Tie. Skylarks, 
who opened last night (Tues)... 
Phil Moore is Julie Wilson’s ac- 


jeompanist in current Mocambo 


stand . . . Harry Belafonte, who 
teed off last night (Tues.) at the 
Fairmont, Frisco, reopens -Waldorf- 
Astoria Empire Room, N. Y., Sept. 
29. Slate Bros. set for Beverly 
Hills Club, Cincinnati . . . Pa 
Andrews at Chez Paree, Chi, until 
Sept. 6... Kitty White held over 
for another three weeks at Key- 
beard Supper Club. 


CANTON PAGEANT PULLS 
606; GAMBLING NIXED 


Canton, O., Aug. 22. 

The Canton Sesqui Centennial 
historical pageant last week 
grossed $60,000 with 44,000 attend- 
ing. Take of the other exhibits 
and games is still undetermined. 
Receipts were decimated somewhat 
by the police who quietly closed 
several games because of gambling 
complaints. Cost of putting on the 
Centennial is estimated at $250,000. 

As part of the celebration, the 
Don MgNeill “Breakfast Club” was 
networked on ABC-TV out of the 
Canton Memorial Auditorium, Fri- 
day (19). 


Las Vegas 


=a Continued from page 59 =e 


Walters deal which was signed by 
Joe Sullivan, who with Al Gottes- 
aman are the major owners in the 
Dunes. This hotel has been leased 
to Jake Freedman and Jack En- 
tratter of the neighboring Sands. 

Walters says that he has not 
been given any officially written 
notification of cancellation. He has 
embarked on production and book- 
ing deals plus the manufacture of 
$60,600 of costumes ordered in 
good faith for the Dunes show 
which he could be stuck with since 
not all of them can be used in his 
shows in New York and Florida. 
Under terms of the deal he has 
with the Dunes, he would be liable 
for talent contracts, and therefore 
he cannot step away from that 
deal without suffering considerable 
financial damage. 

Walters would also be hurt from 
another quarter. He annually pro- 
duced a show for the Desert Inn, 
and since switching to the Dunes, 
he passed up that part of the deal. 

The Riviera is also under new 
management. Gus Greenbaum, 
formerly of the Flamingo, stepped 
into that spot and he’s similarly 
trying to arrange for shows to his 
own liking. Hildegarde had played 
that spot earlier this year for eight 
days, and four-week deal was 
signed at that time. 
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Thank you 
DON TANNEN 
for a 
record-breaking 5 weeks 
at the } 
Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas 


Hal Braudis, producer 




















tti | entertainment 





MISSOURI STATE FAIR 
OPENS TO RECORD BIZ 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 


Saturday (20) at the Sedalia Fair 
Grounds was off to a running start 
with more than 40,000 attendance 
for an opening day record. Dur- 
ing its run, fair is expected to 
chalk up attendance of 500,000. 

Entertainment attractions include 
“Stars Over Ice” nightly, “Ozark 
Jubilee” tv show in a nightly stage 
version, and fireworks, along with 
the mile-long midway and carnival 
open daily. 








=== Continued from page 6 = 








similarly gone into limbo as an 
centre, following 
takeover, by the Hilton manage- 
ment. 

According to Bralove, few oper- 
ators realize the entertainment po- 
tential of music alone. By stressing 
music he’s been able to get a dif- 
ferent accent on shows. He has a 
batch of violins strolling around 
the spot in the manner of Le Mon- 
siegneur, Paris, which he visited 
subsequent. to the installation of 
the catgut. He has two-shows each 
evening, both different, so that re- 
peat visit are possible, and he 
changes the layout about every 
eight weeks. In this manner he’s 
able to get frequent visits from 
regulars even during the months of 
the year when Congress uh in 
session. 


The present format utilizes the 


services of only a couple of acts. 


so that there can be a focus of at- 
tention on production. At din- 
ner, the layout is based on tableaux 
suggest by the paintings of Degas, 
Duffy, Magnet and others of the 
French school, and the second is 
founded on a series of circus 
themes. Each show runs 32 min- 
utes, which Bralove feels is suf- 
ficient for the needs of the room 
especially since Barnee Breeskin, 
the maestro who has been a Capi- 
tol fixture for 27 years, is able to 
keep the customers happy through 
more music. 


The summertime operation is on 
the Terrace, an outdoor spot, and 
during inclement weather, the pro- 
ceedings are moved into the Blue 
Room. Being outdoors for a good 
part of the year, Bralove feels 
that he’s placed the hotel enter- 
tainment in a non-competitive po- 
sition. However, even with the lack 
of competition in that town, a spot 
can lose a lot of money unless 
there’s the right kind of show, says 
Bralove. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy ep 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 23. 
Among the alumni who visited 
the Will Rogers for their annual 
0.0. and checkup were Alice Farley, 
nitery entertainer; Bob (IATSE) 
Hall, Apollo Theatre electrician; 
Bob Cosgrove, Columbia Pix staff- 
er; Leo Mantel, Randforce Thea- 
tres; Joe Kelleher, musician, now 
at Keene, N.Y., night spot; and 
Sophie Mede, former cashier of 
Utica Theatre. All hit the jackpot 

with a 100% okay. 

Fred McCabe in from Woodside, 
L.I., for regular checkup and rest 
period. 

Murray Weiss, Will Rogers Hos- 
pital executive, accompanied by his 
wife in from Boston for general 
inspection tour. He took time out 
for personal chats and visits with 
the in-bed patients. 

Mabel (Legit) Burns, who grad- 
uated here in 1951, dropped in for 
a general 0.0. and check. She drew 
100% okay. 


William O. Stamps, artist and 
designer of the Wometco Theatres, 
Miami, took 18 months to definitely 
beat the rap; he rated a go-back- 
to-work okay. He leaves here s0 
as to be able to spend his birthday 
— his mother in Atlanta, Sept. 


Audrey Lumpkin, daughter of 
James Brennan, IATSE veepee, 
and graduate here in class 1953, in 
for visit. She made arrangements 
for Jet Johnson (Durgans Nitery) 
orch to entertain patients at the 
Will Rogers. 


A big builder-upper is the per- 
sonal letter every new patient 
receives on his arrival here from 
Mayor A. B. “Tony” Anderson. 
This states they are welcome and 
that if at any time he or his office 
can be of any aid to call on him 
personally. 

(Write to those, who are ill,, 
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AGVA’'s. Chi 


—————as Continued from page 59 


visit was to end the feud between 
Club Hollywood in Franklin Park, 
Ill., a Chi suburb, and. AGVA. Club 
operator Steve Harris had refused 
to post a cash bond for entertain- 
ers’ salaries on the ground that 
AGVA owed him a portion of a 
previously posted bond which went 
to pay entertainers a week’s sal- 
ary when his club burned down in 


1954. Harris contended, in a court 
action, that he was liable only for 


LOMBARDI’S PALACE TO 
LATIN QUARTER SHIFT 


Jo Lombardi, bandleader at the 
Palace Theatre, N. -Y., since its 
inception, moves over as maestro 
at the Latin Quarter, N. Y., start- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.). Successor 
at the Palace isn’t set yet, since 
house will try several leaders be- 
fore making their selection. 

Lombardi will succeed Leo Stone 
at the nitery. Stone was a tempor- 
ary replacement for Art Waner, 
* ene left after an eight-year run 
there, 


McGuire Sis Pull 66 
In Asbury Pk. 1-Niter 


Asbury Park, Aug. 23. 
Return date of McGuire Sisters 
coupled with the Tommy Tucker 
band brought a smash $6,000 for 








the single night (20) at the Con-| 


vention Hall, and put the Saturday 
night operation back in the groove 
again. 

Eartha Kitt with the Sonny Dun- 
ham orch is due here next Satur- 
day night (27). 





Wayne, MacMurray Buy 


Into 3 Hawaii Hotels 


Honolulu, Aug. 16. 

John Wayne, Fred MacMurray 
and their business manager, Bo 
Roos, are now bonifaces of three 
Hawaii hotels—the Maui Palms on 
Mau Island, the Coco Palms on 
Kauai Island and the new Kona 
Palms on Hawaii Island. 

They have bought an 18% inter- 
est in the Island Holiday Hotel 
chain which is headed by Lyle 
Guslander, former manager of Mat- 
son’s Moana Hotel at Waikiki. 





USO Troupers 


=—_—_e Continued from page 1 eas 


transportation and the usual per 
diem accommodations, while acts 
are paid AGVA scale. With USO 
currently sans funds, a succession 
of such shows could well be the 
answer to the requests of area 
commanders for more home-style 
entertainment. 

Launching of contributed show 
came, significantly enough, at a 
time when Walter Bouilett, chief 
of entertainment for the Far East 
Command, was huddling with 
Goetz, USO prexy Lawrence Phil- 
lips, and other Defense Dept. reps 
on the pressing problem of pro- 
viding morale boosters for the 
troops in that area. 





Cafe Drive 





Salaries up until the time of the 
fire, occurring in midweek. AGVA 
held that the performers were en- 
titled to a full week's salary. The 
club op refused to post bond, or 
meet other AGVA demands. 


Harris’ club was put on the “un- 
fair” list and he was forctd to 


rely on performers from the Amer-. 


ican Federation of Musicians and 
the Federation of Television & Ra- 
dio Artists for his shows. As’a re- 
sult of Bright’s visit here last week, 
Harris has now dropped his suit 
against AGVA and has complied 
with the union’s demands. He is 
now free to again use AGV-A mem- 
bers in the club. 

Another immediate result of the 
AGVA topper’s visit to Chicago was 
posting a cash bond for entertain- 
ers’. salaries by the Black Orchid, 
top Windy City intimery. In the 
process of reaching agreement on 
this, the club’s current show was 
almost pulled out. The Orchid, a 
very solvent operation, had never 
been required to post bond and 
club operator Al Greenfield ob- 
jected to posting bond on principle. 
But with the threat of a walk-out 
hanging over his head, he was 
forced to comply. 

Fast is going ahead with plans 
to bring all local clubs into the 
fold in compliance with the three 
basic AGVA demands. This week 
he is concluding negotiations with 
the Moulin Rouge, a Loop strip- 
pery, and will go on from there 
until the entire ree has been 
covered. 





LER RRR es 
DIR: IRVIN ARTHUR ASSOCIATES 
a 





LAS VEGAS 
J. Sidney Grill Agcy. 


212 East Charleston Boulevard 
Las Vegas, Nevada Tel. No.: 157-M 


Booking variety acts and musical 
groups in Las Vegas and the sur- 
rounding areas. 





















VING MERLIN 


and his 
VIOLIN BEAUTIES 








Currently: 








Cherry Hills Country Club, Denver 





Direction: 


William Morris Agency 











CAB CALLOWAY 


INTERNATIONAL THEATRE TOUR ~ 


EMPIRE, Glasgow 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





Continuing 





Currently 
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Meeambo, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Allan Cross & Henry Duan, Paul 
Hebert Orch (6), Joe Castro’s 
Combo (3); $2 cover. ~ ' 


To this generation of night lifers 
Cross & Dunn-are. only faintly me- 
morable as a vaude team contem- 
ogg with Van & Schenck and 

illy Jones & Ernie Hare (The 
Happiness Boys). Reunited after 
a akup, they’ve revived their 
old -turn for the bistros and even 
if the intervening years have 
taken small toil of their vocal 
talents~ they can still dispense 
enough entertainment to make it 
a rewarding evening. Good talent 
never. dies, it merely blows up a 
fresh breeze of sentimentality. 


As a refresher, Henry Dunn is 
the tenor-singing member of the 
team and more or less the straight 
man for the comicalities of Allan 
Cross, who can still pipe a govu 
tune and whip up a gale of laughs 
with his impressions. Mac Marada, 
who writes special material for 
Sophie Tucker, has confected for 
them some clever wordage that is 
used to, good effect in their paro- 
dies. The act is all new with the 
exception of a sentimental journey 
down the years for the nostalgic 
delineations. of such greats as John 
McCormack, Sir Harry Lauder, 
George M. Cohan, Bert Williams, 
Gallagher & Shean and Whisper- 
ing Jack Smith. " 

At close harmony they click best 
and the applause would indicate 
there should have been more of it. 
After a few belts the revelers are 
generally in a mood for singing so 
it didn’t need much coaxing for a 
raise of voices to “Shine On Har- 
vest Moon.” It’s surprising . that 
Dunn’s voice has held up so well 
after years of vocal respite while 
he ran the Coast office for AGVA 
and agented for Lew & Leslie 
Grade. Cross’ off-years as a 
whisky salesman apparently had no 
dulling effect on his comic touch 
and warbling. 

Harry Powell accomped with the 
Paul Hebert orchestra, which alter- 
nated with Joe Castro’s combo t9 
keep the hoofers happy. Helm. 





Fontainebleau, M. B’ech 
Miami Beach, Aug. 19. 

Dorothy Sarnoff, Robert Lamou- 

ret, Gaby Monet, Murray Schlamm, 

Sacasas Orch; $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 





Current lineup in the La Ronde 
Club of this swankery may have 
looked good on paper, but in the 
playing adds up to one of the 
weaker packages of the summer 
season. Talentwise—the compon- 
ents, in the main, are there; over- 
all it adds up as fair fare for the 
tablers, 


The spacious, tiered layout of 
the room, plus the class atmo- 
sphere engendered in decor and 
service, demands authoritative per- 
formers who can take command. 
In this instance, the room proves 
too big a problem for topliner Dor- 
othy Sarnoff and the supporting 
acts. Miss Sarnoff, handsomely 
gowned, is well equipped physically 
and vocally, but negates these at- 
tributes with an odd selection of 
tunes and poor staging. The array 
of musicomedy hits, semi-classics, 
longhair, and medley from “The 
King And I,” in which she clicked, 
changes mood and pace too fre- 
quently for any continued build, 
especially so in the heavier seg- 
ments. The type of patron at- 
tracted here at this time doesn’t 
dig too much of the narrative-lyric 
type of excerpts from “King And 
I” and operatic aria briefs when 
melded with uptempo tunes and 
the like. Insert of a meaningless 
dance spin around the floor in one 
spot also prompted low-key recep- 
tion. Credit Miss Sarnoff, how- 
ever, with warming them often 
enough via her ranging soprano, 
to earn fair returns. 

Ventro Robert Lamouret comes 
across much more effectively on a 
tv screen than in the much larger 
expanses of a La Ronde Club. His 
biz with the dummy-duck is cle- 
verly worked out, but the material 
is weak, bordering on the blue at 
times and depending on slapstick’ 
for a strong finish. In that finale 
sequence, done to the “Barber Of 
Seville” theme, the laughs come 
frequently, spurred by the lather- 
ing-of-face sight humor concept 





that has been done in various forms | 
by many comics. 

Gaby Monet is a pretty lass with 
an eye-filling leggy figure. Her) 
dance concepts are based on what | 
appears to be a streamlined ver- | 
sion of the flamenco, Americanized | 
to the point where the patterns be- | 
come obscured. The arrangements | 
to background her heel-stomps and 
arm-weaving are trickily arranged, | 
to point where the changes 


the same stomp rhythms, with lit- 
tle variations. . ; 

Murray Schlamm, . permanent 
emcee, is a suave and able introer. 
Sacasas and his orch rate kudos 
for the ace manner in which they 
handle a difficult show, Ss 7g 

: ry. 


500 Club, Atiantie City 
Atlantic City, Aug. 20. 

Willi Mastin Trio starring Sammy 
Davis Jr., Joey Bishop, Laino & 
Campbell, Boots McKenna Dancers 
(8), Pete Miller Orch (14) with 
Joe Frasetto; $5 min. Saturdays, 
$3 weekdays. 





Sammy Davis Jr. is back into 
Paul (Skinny) D’Amato’s lush 500 
Club as the stellar member. of the 
Will Mastin. trio as the resort gets 
back onto an even keel after two 
hurricane threats which didn’t do 
D’Amato or anyone here in the 
game of luring the tourist any 


good... 

This time only thing against 
Davis is the record 93 temperature 
which causes him to loosen his 
bow tie even though the big club 
is comfortably air conditioned, as 
he gives the usual bangup- per- 
formance club habitues here ex- 
pect. It was more Sammy Davis 
Jr. himself this time, performer 
resorting on carbons less than at 
any time herebefore caught. Ver- 
satile performer mixed a few of 
them, but briefly, into his singing 
and dancing routine. Davis, as he 
did last year, opens with his “Gee 
Its <Good to. Be Home,” and then 
lets his father, Sammy Davis Sr., 
and his uncle, Will Mastin, take 
over. Follows with “Hey, There,” 
first-as Davis does it and then car- 
bons of Cole, Eckstine, Bennett, 
Laine and Torme, all getting boff 
reception. 

“Birth of the Blues” goes over 
big with audience participating by 
mitting on beat. Carbons of Cag- 
ney, Stewart, Grant, doing “Be- 
cause of You,” follow with Davis 
singing a la Davis to go off. His 
latter is liberally sprinkled in this 
edition with his dad and uncle 
coming in for hoofing appearances 
to give him chance to get a brief 
breathing period, and he needs it 
for the pace is fast, and from 
where he works, it isn’t the coolest 
spot in the bistro. - 

Other big spots include “Old 
Black Magic,” “No Love for No- 
body Else,” and “Somethings Goi- 
ta Give,’ all banged over only as 
Davis ean bang ’em. Arthur God- 
frey is mimicked to perfection in 
one spot while Jerry Lewis is car- 
boned in another just to prove 
that Davis has lost none of his old 
time skill. : 

Joey Bishop helps bill with his 
fast chatter which has as its target 
the bus boys, waiters, small boys 
and the laughing boys within his 
reach. Bishop works well with this 
crowd and has them in the palm 
of his hand throughout. No dull 
moments while this hard worker 
gives it to them. Dances of Laino 
& Campbell and the Boots Mc- 
Kenna girls plus, tooting of Pete 
Miller’s gang make for well-round- 
ed and enjoyable ee es 

alk. 


Colony, London 
London, Aug. 16. 
Stan Freeman, Felix King Orch, 
Don Carlos Rhythm Band; $5 mini- 
mum, 





Stan Freeman, debuting in a 
London cabaret, shows a _ hep 
understanding of local tastes and 


with just one or two minor modifi- | 


cations, his act should be a clicko 
attraction at this Berkeley Square 
nightspot for the next month. 

After a formal opening, Free- 
man walks on stage and announces 
he is going to play the Chopin 
Minute Waltz. As he sits down at 
the ivories the orch leader walks 
on stage with a wired electric clock 
and Freeman watches the second- 
hand roll by, to stop abruptly half 
way through a note when his time 
is up. That puts the tab/esitters 
in the mood and from then on, he 
can do no wrong. His selection of 
“Numbers That the Songwriters 
Never Write” gets yocks; and the 
laughs come quickly for his im- 
pression of “South Pacific” hit 
tunes as they might have been ren- 
dered by a singer of old English 
ballads, Gilbert & Sullivan, and an 
oratorio artist. 

His best entry by far, however, 
is a musical version of “A Street 
Car Named Desire,” 
of Irving Berlin’s classics 
parodied with skill and wit. 
ease the tempo, Freeman splits his 


are 


act by proving that he is really | 


accomplished at the pianistics. His 
interpretation of Jerome Kern's 
“Yesterdays” had a considerable 
dramatic force. 

The Felix King ecnmbo (although 


in|the maestro is vacationing in the 


tempo at times come too fast. Miss U.S.), does their standard job of 


Monet, in the right spot, could! 
well click in a productian number. | 
For a nitery her act as currently 
constituted, adheres. .too. much, to 


quality backgrounding. They also 
take good care of the dance session 
with the Don Carlos rhythm aggre- 
Gations «si sewses “eee owl 


in which some | 


To} 


Le Cupiden, N. Y. 
Freddie Stewart, Gillian Grey, 
Iran Grant and Armando Frederico 
Trios; $5 minimum. 





This eastside intimerie, which 
has had a.varied history under a 
load of other names, seems to be 
having a fairly successful time this 


summer. The alchemy used to put 
this spot on the black side of the 
ledger seems to be the successfui 
fusion of dance music units with 
time outs for entertainment. But 
as in a lot of operations of this 
kind, the floorshow spots seem de- 
signed to give the customers a 
breathing space. The big deal 
seems to be the floor exercises. 

This show has 2 pair of standard 
entertainers, Freddie Stewart and 
Gillian Grey, both of .whom are 
vets on the nitery circuits. Stewart 
has made numerous appearances 
in New York spots in the past few 
years, laterly as part of the en- 
tourage that Alan Gale carried 
around with him in his N.Y. nitery 
operations. Originally a band vo- 
calist, this pint sized entertainer 
pipes in a high tenor voice and 
belts out a routine of pops that 
gets its message across handily. 
Stewart doesn’t stray into any new 
paths but lets the familiarity of 
his various numbers work on his 
side. He gets into a groove with 
the likes of “September Song,” 
“Long Way .From. St. Louis,” 
“Sweet and Gentle” and a pace- 
changer, “Maria Dolores,” all of 
which are delivered pleasantly. 

Miss Grey, a longstemmed red- 
head, has a good soprano voice 
which would get better showcasing 
in the class svots, since she works 
in a manner that suggests that she 
was weaned on classic and would 
be more at home in that metier. 
She inserts snatches of “Un Belle 
Di” in her arrangement of “Poor 
Butterfly” and gets across with re- 
warding mitt for a “Carmen” aria. 
Every so often she sticks in a fal- 
set to note and on night caught it 
seemed too shrill to be completely 
effective. Otherwise 
nicely. 

The music is by Ira Grant Trio 
for the showbacking and Armando 
Frederico for the Latino ee og 

ose. 


Shamrock, Houston 
Houston, Aug. 19. 
Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald; 
Ethel Rider; Henry King Orch; 
cover, $1.50-$2.50. 





Youth has taken over the Skam- 
rock Room entertainment with 
good results. Young headliners 
Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald 
amuse the crowd with their zany 
spoofing and deft terping. Blonde 
singer Ethel Rider charms as much 
with her girl-next-door freshness 
and natural good looks as with her 
demure coloratura pipes. 

Miss Ryan accents youth theme, 
offering her trade-marked_ eye- 
batting, loose-jointed “crazy kid” 
personality. Pard strings along, 
but confines most of his work to 
hoofing in neat style. Contrasting 
approach is team’s brace of nos- 
talgic impressions that dips into 
soft-shoe and Charleston routines, 
fand styles of Pat Rooney, Eddie 
Leonard, Bill Robinson and 
Eleanor Powell. Headliners plain- 
ly have appeal but glow is some- 
times threatened by pointless, ex- 
tended chatter. 
| Classically-trained Miss Rider 
|opens show pleasantly with vocal- 
izing of “Miserlou,” “C’est Mag- 
nafique,” “I Love Paris” and “Un- 
chained Melody.” Thrush’s voice 
could take on greater “sell” quali- 
ty to good advantage. 








in fifth week at the Hilton inn. 
Bode. 


Sans Souci, Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, Aug. 20. 
Wally Griffin, Cuquita Caballo, 


| Freddy Calo Orch; $2.50 minimum. | 








| of 
} 
|with Wally Griffin, 
|fourth .date within the year, 
'lustrative of the plan, The 


il- 
per- 


sonable young performer has al-| 
ready been tabbed for a mid-sea- | 


son date come wintertime. 

Griffin is a deft comedian-song- 
who applies his ver- 
satility to an act that catches vary- 
|ing fancies of a cafe audience in 
every facet. He spells out a mix- 
ture of new and sometimes 
| miliar, but always well-timed wag- 
| gery to warm them rapidly; travels 
/to the Steinway for a_ session 
of special material 


| 


| ster-pianist 


stressing amiable spoofing in lyric|iN_ new quarters. 





| 


fa- | 


she does. 





Henry King and orch are now) 





'acts who've clicked in the intimery|that belie ! 
back for a| balancing, and keeps the stint alive 
| with okay comedy. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


a change of mood. Throughout, he 
indulges in banter with the ring- 
siders, a threading that keeps them 
on his side all the way. Griffin 
tops matters with,a soundly writ- 
ten and arranged paean to show 
biz that amounts to a down of 
the variety world, artfully spelled 
out and the-bit is an encore earn- 
er. His overall impact is aided no 
little by cheerful, easy delivery 
and approach, Griffin looks a bet 
for video. He’s already set for a 
run on the beter cafe circuit. 

Odd booking is Cuquita Caballo, 
a Cubano import. Although the 
Blue Sails is far from being a staid 
room, catering as it does to the hep 
crowd, her song-dance bit is a 
startier for the regulars, thanks to 
an abbreviated costume that leaves 
little to the imagination and hip- 
swing gyrations that add to the 
eyebrow raisin (management 
trimmed down that rt of her 
stint after opening night). Vocally, 
she churns. out native Latino 
rhythmics for lead-ins to the floor- 
bound grinds, 

Freddy Calo and ‘his orch lend 
an able hand to the goings on with 
their backgroundings. Lary. 


Beverly Hills, Newport 
Newport, Ky., Aug. 20. 

James Melton, Raul & Eva 
Reyes, Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
(10), Dick Hyde, Gardner Bene- 
dict Orch (10), Jimmy Wilber 
Trio, Larry Vincent; $3 minimum, 
$4 Saturdays. : 





John Croft, talent handicapper 
for Greater Cincinnati’s ace bis- 
tro, throws two naturals into the 
current layout in stretching a long 
string of fioor show winners. 
James Melton and his musical 
crew take over solidly for 50 min- 
utes. It’s the tenor’s second en- 
gagement hére within a year and 
he reminds that his debut in overa 
was fide with the Cincinnati 
Summer Opera Co. 

Supporting Melton are Richard 
Hankinson, piano accompanist and 
soloist with a dixie drawl, and the 
Singing Violins, three gals who sit 
in with the house crew. One of 


them, Barbara Meister, chirps 
an? Didn’t Believe Me” with 
m. 


A showman from head to heels, 
the robust tenor is a master mike 
handler, beams personality and 
dresSes stylishly, changing from 


‘tails and cape to natty white sport. 


Tops off a cycle of operatic and 
pop numbers with a howling “Davy 
Crockett” takeoff, using emcee Dick 
Hyde as the _ character fill-in. 
Leaves ’em plenty hungry. 

Raul & Eva Reyes, back for the 
umpteenth time, register with 
their standard Latin-American 
dances, injecting lotsa comedy in 
their routine. 

Several replacements among the 
Dorothy Dorben Dancers do not 
mar the line’s reputation for class 
performance. Koll. 


’ 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 17. 
Ink Spots (4), Igor & Mimi, 
Pryde & Daye, Norman Richards 
Orch (8); $1 admission. 





Charlie Fugqua’s Ink Spots, with 
Jimmy Holmes doing a creditable 
job with the falsetto role, play to 
good returns in the Chaudiere 
Club’s Rose Room. Topping a 
three-act bill, the foursome 
stretches its stint too far over 30 
minutes in a needless effort to 
cover the room’s standard hour- 
length show and customers get 
restless towards the closer. Spots 
mix ballads and bounce tunes, with 
“Climb the Highest Mountain” and 
“If I Didn’t Care” standouts. 

Terpers Igor & Mimi insert sev- 
eral fresh switches in their click 
adagio session, including a few lifts 
and spins that are solid thrillers. 
Femme, an attractive titian-top, 
grabs attention at teeoff with a 
partial strip after male enters on 
dark stage for scare effect which 
doesn’t come off in this room be- 
cause the customers can hardly see 
him. 

Pryde & Day have a top comic- 


Policy for the Blue Sails Room! juggle routine that gets big mit- 
this mid-beach poshery calls | Ung. A 
|for regular return engagements of; with an easiness and 


Male works balls and clubs 
relaxation 
intricate tossing and 


Act moves at 


a fast pace. Femme works in duo 


juggling bit standing on male’s | 

head. Norman Richards’ band 

showbacks and plays for dancing. 
Gorm. 





Dallas Cafe Reopening 


Dallas, Aug. 23. 
Chris Elson’s King’s Club, for- 
merly in the lobby of the Hotel 
Adolphus, is scheduled to reopen | 


tune-foolerv! AUg. 25 on the mezzanine floor | Radio 


An estimated | 








Tropicana, Havana 


. Havana, pug. 17. 

Juan Bruno Tarraza & Felo Ber- 
gaza, Olga Guillot, Gina Martin & 
Nelson Pinedo, Rufino Q; Tropi- 
cana Ballet; Solera de Espana 
Orq; Armando Romeu Org; Senen 
Suarez Orq; $4.50 minimum per 
person at tables week nights; $5 
Saturdays. 





Juan Bruno Tarraza and Felo 
Bergaza are undoubtedly the live- 
liest piano pair in captivity. They 
play, they clown, they dance. Their 
piano pounding is fast and flashy 
and worth the price by itself. 

Tarraza is a songwriter; but he 
seems to have an urge to rewrite 
the works of others. Semi-classics 
are given rhumba overtones, with 
three drummers in the background 
previdine the. necessary jungle 

at. “Rhapsody in Blue” is re- 
markable but easily recognizable 
even when converted to rhumba— 
and then switched into mambo. 

Tarraza’s & Bergaza’s hands be- 
come a blur of playing, and then, 
carried away with their playing, 
they get up and hoof around the 
pianos while the druinmers con- 
tinue the music. Their dancing is - 
as eyecatchi as that of many 
who make-their living at it. Then 
back to their pianos, and it is un- 
fortunate no one has devised a way 
for these two to play and dance 
simultaneously. 

Olga Guillot does some good 
singing in a sensuous voice. She ts 
somewhat lacking in stage charm, 
and when she attempts to hoof it 
is a bit painful to watch. But when 
she stands still and goes into a 
Cuban torch song, then she rates 
her star billing. © 

The production number, : “Bahi- 
ondo,” staged by Rodney, is the 
usual extravaganza which has be- 
come a Tropicana trademark. “Ba- 
hiondo” has a Brazilian theme 
reminiscent of Carmen Miranda, 
which is understandable since. it 
was built around her during her 
recent performance at Tropicana 
shortly before her death. The cho- 
rus girls wear brief costumes, high 
headdresses and bouquets on their 
backsides—a slight variation on 
the location of the Miranda head- 
gear. 

-The Rufino Q supply fast songs 
during the production number, and , 
Gina Martin and Nelson Pinedo 
also do competent thrushing. The 
chorus girls are attractive a la 
American (slim) instead of a la 
Cuban (bulkier). Two lead danc- 
ers, Nancy Quesada and Gladys 
Robau, look remarkably like twins, 
but are not even related. 

The Solera de Espana Orq pro- 
vides topnotch Spanish music, but 
is somewhat eclipsed now that the 
Chavales are back in town. 

With an eye on the approaching 
tourist season, Tropicana reports 
it is dickering with Billy Daniels, 
Yma Sumac and Nat (King) Cole 
to come over, Jay. 


Utalian Village. Lineoln 
Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 20. 
“Ice Classics,” with Red McCtr- 
thy, the Three Sharps, Marion 
Travers, Joseph & Sara Jo Bolt; 
Village Trio; no cover or minimum, 
$1 admission weekends. 





Ice shows always have been 
popular in this sector, and» Tony 
Domino figures to score heavily at 
his Italian Village with “Ice 
Classics,” a seven-person, 30-min- 
ute review booked in by Don 
Romeo. The first blader to play 
a Nebraska nitery, it presents a 
neat show on a 20 x 15 foot rink. 

Red McCarthy, formerly of “Ice 
Capades,” heads up matters with 
his version of “The Wounded 
Warrior,” done in gold paint. His 
leaps and over-all work are spec- 
tacular in view of the confined 
area. 

Three Sharps (Sandy Quitne, Jo 
Valli and Peter Burton) do a fine 
acro bit, then double back for a 
clever comic number a la the 
Three Bruises. It’s not original, 
but it does give a needed comedy 


‘lift. 


Marion Travers has two solo 


|innings, the best being a hula of- 


fering, and Joseph & Sara Jo Bolt 
are routine openers. Entire cast 
is back for “Beyond the Blue 
Horizon” finale. 

Stage is rigged so that the ice 
can be covered for between-shows 
dancing. Biz was excellent open- 
ing night Saturday (20). Domino’s 
spending heavily on talent and ad- 
vertising is paying off. Trump. 





|Copland, Hindemith To 


Conduct In Germany 


Baden-Baden, Aug. 23. 
Aaron Copland and Paul Hinde- 
mith are scheduled as guest con- 
ductors with the Sudwestfunk 
Station Orchestra here. 
Copland appears on Sept. 29, and 


‘form; turns to calypso capers and | $150.000 has been spent in remod- ; Hindemith Oct. 30. 


then hits back to floor mike for|eling the site, formerly a 
ya» .isalid standup selling of ballads for) by a private «clubs «+ « ‘re 


tae 


Both concerts will be open to 


the publie and: will be-aired bythe = « - 
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Palladium, London 


> London, A . 19. 
Val Parnell and Bernard Deifont 
presentation of “Painting the 


Town,” revue in two acts. Staging, 
Dick Hurran; choreqgraphy, 
George Carden; music, -Edward 
Horan, Eric Rogers; lyrics, Phil 
Park, costumes, St. John Roper. 
With Norman Wisdom, Ruby. Mur- 


ray, Nanci Crompton, Jerry Des-; 


monde Douglas, The George Mit- 
chell singers, The Skylons (2), 
Pamela. Chamberlain, Darvas & 
Julia, June Ellis, Gautier’s Excess 
Baggage: The Christianis (5); 
$2.10: top. 





Norman Wisdom has proven 
himself to be one of the few Brit- 
ish artists capable of keeping the 
aLondon Palladium boxoffice at full 
pressure, but this latest Val Par- 
nell-Bernard Delfont revue intro- 
duces a new personality who looks 
like qualifying for that atus. 
Ruby Murray, a 20-year old col- 
leen from Belfast with less than 
one year experience in show biz, 
gets star billing for her first West 
End engagement and was a firm 
favorite by the time her first per- 
formance was Over. 

The new revue, again staged by 
Dick Hurran, is given the familiar 
lush treatment. It has been dressed 
brightly, has a lineup of attrac- 
tive girls who appear in an array 
of expensive costumes and the 
star performers are backed by 
highgrade specialty acts. There is 
mo doubt about the b.o potential- 
ities; the show will run _ right 
through the year and will assured- 
ly remain a prosperous proposition 
until the new vaude season is due 
to begin. 


. Norman Wisdom, in a number of 


“sketches and in one solo spot, is 


still the under dog, clowning with 
full share of pathos. He‘s a per- 
former of considerable talent and 
can mime with the best of them. 
With these exceptional qualities, it 
is a pity he consistently plays down 
to the lowest common denomin- 
ator. Not once does his script rise 
above the mundane. His ability to 
clown, ‘however, is particularly 
evident in his solo scene and by- 
play with the pit orch is good for 
laughs. A selection of pops, nota- 
bly from his recent films, sends his 
fans and leads to a begoff. Jerry 
Desmonde, once more playing the 
straight man, has to share most of 


the inane situations. His perform- 


ance, however, is always of an im- 
maculate standard. * 


Miss Murray is one of the .odd- 
ities of show business. Her looks 
are quite ordinary, she lacks de- 
portment, and frequently slouches 
over the mike, and her speaking 
voice is bad. Her style in selling 
a dramatic ballad is quite impres- 
sive; she virtually changes person- 
ality whilst her vocal chords are 
at work. Her opening night num- 
bers include “Let Me Go Lover,” 
“Softly Softly” and a lively Irish 
frolic, “‘Dear Old Donegal.” 


The Darvas & Julia dance spe- 
cialty, established in London be- 
fore the duo made the _ grade 
throughout the U. S., gets a sur- 
prise opening. Instead of going 
straight into their act, the femme 
partner takes the mike sole and 
displays a new talent as a vocalist. 
Her unusual and interesting style 
provides the necessary warm over- 
tones for her only number, “Love 
is Like a Cigaret.” Then into their 
boff routine, basically the same as 
previously seen here, but tight- 
ened up to speed the audience re- 
action. It remains atop class at- 
traction. 

This Palladium lineup is, in fact, 
exceptionally strong in its special- 
ty attractions. Nanci Crompton an- 
other established fave here, has 
a big ballet production sequence 
and her easy dancing movements 
delight the eye. She also has a bit 
in one on the Wisdom sequences, 
which she fills with a pert charm. 
Another smash entry is Gautier’s 
Excess Baggage, one of the best 
drilled canine acts in the business. 
The Skylons have an impressive 
trapeze act and the Christianis are 
a lively vigorous and skillful quin- 
tet on the teeterboard. 

Apart from the mixed line and 
corps de ballet, the layout includes 
the George Mitchell Singers, who 
are neatly dovetailed into a num- 
ber of sequences. Ormonde Doug- 
las fills two small spots admirably 
and June Ellis is literally the heavy 
in a Wisdom-Desmonde sketch. 
Erie Rogers leads his new Palladi- 
um orch vigorously if a little over- 
powerfully. Myro, 





Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow; Aug. 19. 
Guy Mitchell (with George 
Mitchell Singers), Three Nissens, 
Cherry Wainer, Hackford & Doyle, 
Jimmy Neil, Jose Moreno, Bert & 
Bob Mallin, Bobby Dowds Orch. 


Guy Mitchell brings a breezy 
boyish personality to 





} 





is‘ songalog,: 


and scores solidly with customers. 
U.S. singer has probably the most 
faithful. clientele. among teenagers 
of any American visitor, and he 


doesn’t disappoint ’em. 

Backed by four male and _ three 
femme singers of the George 
Mitchell a ehoral group, he 
gives. out lustily, all the time 
bouncing and dashing across stage, 
handling a walking cane or twirl- 
ing a straw hat, and at one time 


donning the ‘typical English bow-- 


ler headgear to create yocks. 
Opens with his w.k. “Truly 
Fair,” then into “Look at That 
Girl” and “My Heart Cries for 
You.” Segues with “Red Feath- 
ers,” “Jenny Kissed Me,” “Pawn- 
shop on the Corner” and the Gracie 


‘Fields oldie, “Let Us Be Sweet- 


hearts All Over Again.” He clicks 
with “I Want No More A Bachelor’s 
Life,’ and brings on a guitar to 
sing “Teo Late.” His “Chick-A- 


Boom” also brings socko response. | 


Mitcheli is currently playing to 
upped prices and two extra mati- 
nees. added. -He has all his old 
form but lacks some new tunes, 
which he should be seeking pronto 
if he’s to hypo his already-strong 
fan following. 

Three Nissens, two males and 
one femme, add American polish 
to Support layout with their well- 
rehearsed trampoline antics and 
aerial twists. Horizontal bounce of 
one male marks act as a standout 
early in its offering, as also do 
their twists, somersaults and dou- 
ble-skipping chores. One male 
winds with a back double-somer- 
sault done with double twist, which 
brings hefty palming. 

Jimmy Neil, youngish but round- 
ing Scot patter comedian, has un- 
inhibited approach, and scores with 
the local Glasgow touch in gait and 
speech. He depicts varying styles 
of drunks being tossed out of a bar, 
sings “Anyone Can Be A Million- 
aire” and “You Are Everywhere.” 
Bert & Bob Mallin are a male two- 
some -who open the bill with a. 
perky sailor dance and some back- 
to-back hoofing, and exit to good 
mitting. 

Cherry Wainer, more glamorous 
this time around, is a South Afri- 
can rhythm organist who should 
drop the little-girlish “May I play 
this, please” gabbing. She offers 
entertaining tunalog of “Un- 
chained Melody,” “Tuxedo Junc- 
tion,” “Sabre Dance” and a med- 
ley of pops. Light foot-base gives 
the stubholders a view of her nim- 
ble footwork and slender gams. 

Jose Moreno, with two assi- 
stants, juggles with footballs. 
Hackford & Doyle, musical com- 
edians, are in New Acts. Show- 
backing by the Bobby Dowds orc 
is okay. Gord, 


Palace, N. Y. 

Three Dancing Jets, Martin & 
Florenz, Clara Cidrone & Damian 
Mitchell, Stan Fisher, Three Re- 
nowns, The Three Galanes, Mr. 
Ballantine, The Texans (2), Jo 
Lombardi’s Orch; “Female On the 
Beach” (UI), reviewed in VARIETY 
July 13, °55. 





After turning over its entire 
vaudeshow to Phil Spitalny and his 
all-girl orch, the Palace this week 
returned to its standard eight-act 
offering. After the solid click of 
the Spitainy aggregation, a let- 
down might have been expected. 
However. on the basis of the cur- 
rent show, the Palace appears to 
be following a more hep booking 
policy in the selection of its acts 
and the result is definitely on the 
credit side this session. 

There are three outstanding 
turns, four good. ones, and only 
one so-so act, a top percentage for 
any vaude house. In the upper 
bracket are Stan Fisher, The Three 
Galanes, and Mr. Ballantine, the 
latter in the next to closing spot. 
Fisher, in the top echelon of har- 
monica virtuesos, again demon- 
strates his ability with the instru- 
ment.via his classics to blues ren- 
ditions, beginning with the Ru- 
manian Rhapsody, moving to 
“Sugar Blues” and “Tiger Rag,” 
and finishing with a mitt-respond- 
ing “Slaughter on 10th Ave.” 

The Three Galanes, Latino lads, 
are in the mambo groove with 
their chirping and terping. Hand- 
some, well-groomed boys are 
pleasers and rate as good bets for 
the nitery circuit. Ballantine can be 
loosely described as a comedy 
magician, He’s a versatile comic 
and displays excellent timing in 
ridiculing the trick that never 
comes off. His patter is fast and 
funny and rates solid audience re- 
sponse. 

Three Dancing Jets, tap trio who 
appeared in the original Broadway 
production of “Kiss Me Kate,” get 
the show off to a fast start with 
their slick combo and individual 
routines. Puppeteers Martin & 
Florenz, in the deuce spot, bring 
show biz personalities to life via 
marionettes, displaying at show 
caught Jimmy Durante and Dag- 
mar. A sad sack GI routine alsé 





___ VARIETY 


clicks. Stringhandlers also show 
ability in-their impressions. : 
Clara Cidrone & ‘Damian 
Mitchell supper club (Le Ruban 
Blue) comics, also go over at the 
Palace. Miss Cidrone carries the 
comedy, with Mitchell as_ the 
straight man. Both display good 
voices. and score in their carbons 
of oldtimers, including Ted Lewis, 
Elsie Janis, Helen Kane, and Burns 
& Allen. Their material, while not 
in guffaw category, is neverthless 
easy to take. 
The Three Renowns are vamnety 
ballroom team. They start off wit 
legit dancing before moving into 
the awkward positions and acro- 
batic bits. Falls and torn clothes 
are part of the act. For the most 
part, the stubholders seemed to 
enjoy it, but the act is a little too 
long and repetitious. f 
Only clinker in the eight-act bill 
are The Texans, rope and ionany Sa 
experts. Although the man-and- 
wife team. wield and twirl the 
ropes with proficiency, the pew- 
holders seemed to be unimpressed. 
Male’s use of the bull whip, knock- 
ing bits of paper out of his wife’s 
hand and mouth, also left the aud 
cold despite the menacing sound 
of the whip. 
As per usual, Jo Lombardi and 
his crew backed the turns to pner- 
fection. Holl. 





Chicage, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Howard Miller, Pat Boone, Fe- | 
licia Sanders, Lenny Dee, Yonely, 
The Hi-Lo’s (4), Della Reese, Lou 
Basil Orch; “You’re Never Too 
Young” (Par). 





Current package at Chi’s only 
vaudfilmery was put together and 
is helmed by the Windy City’s 
most influential deejay, Howard 
Miller. His .teenage following 
thronged this 3.900-seater opening 
day and blocked the stage-door al- 
ley after the show. The display 
itself, billed as a record star revue, 
showcased only one name current- 
ly on the charts. But the kids eat 
it up anyway. 

Felicia Sanders, sharing top bill- 
ing with Pat Boone, holds the clos- 
ing spot, a thankless task when the 
teensters head for the stagedoor. 
This chirper has the looks and the 
pipes to hold an audience and in 
this instance she did a pro job of 
holding those who weren’t headed 
for the alley. Gal has warmth, vi- 
brance and power in her larynx, 
all effectively used in her song- 
selling; her “All of Me” and her 
Columbia side, “Blue Star,” were 

articular effective in garnering a 

ig mitt. 

Pat Boone, whose Dot disking of 
“Ain’t.That A Shame” is currently 
way up on the charts, gets fre- 
quent, loud and long squeals from 
the post-moppet group with his 
vibrantly lively delivery. Boone 
has the looks, the charm and the 
voice, in proportions especially ap- 


pealing to the teensters. He 
‘makes big noise with “Shame,” 
“Unchained Melody” and _ other 


current pops. Howard Miller gets 
him off in Davy Crockett rig, on 
the theory that it takes at least a 
Crockett to get rid of a Boone. 


Lenny Dee shows versatility in 
his organ turn, blending musician- 
ship with humor. Dee does his re- 
cent Decca disk, ‘Plantation Boo- 
gie,” for hefty returns and wraps 
up with a novelty railroad routine 
sing the organ for sound effects, to 
garner loud plaudits. In between, 
Dee does “St. Louis Blues” straight 
and as a rhythm tune as well as 
uncanny musical carbons on his 
versatile organ, Turn is well re- 
ceived. 


Yonely, the comic musical gadg- 
eteer, does his usual deadpan 
spoofing with the aid of miniature 
fiddles, trumpets, tambourines and 
a full size piano (with candelabra). 
His turn is most effective in an 
intimery and no tailoring was done 
for this stage appearance. Conse- 
quently, he loses effectiveness al- 
though the teen audience learns 
to appreciate him before the wrap- 
up and sends him off to good 
palms. 


The Hi-Lo’s, a male pop quartet, 
disappoint with their offbeat, over- 
arranged offerings. In what is, ob- 
viously an attempt to achieve rec- 
ognition by being different, they 
only succeed in straining, Group 
gets mild reaction. 


The show opens with Della 
Reese, sepia thrush with looks but 
not too much power in her pipes. 
Gal’s styling is rather affected, 
particularly sudden shifting from 
loud to soft delivery; she does her 
attention-winning Jubilee disking 
of “In the Still of the Night” and 
goes off to a good mitt. 

Miller ties the package together 
adeptly, interjecting a few mild 
jokes, and demonstrating tremen- 
dous drawing power among the 
teenage group. 

Lou Basil is back from vacation 
to handle the baeking chores with 
the house orchestra in his sual 





effective ‘style.’ ''" ‘ ' « Gabe, 


Dr. Jive's Rhythm & Blues Troupe 


Hits Swinging Beat at Apollo B.0. 


The Apollo this week is remi- 
niscent of the Paramount Theatre 
circa 1936 when there was dancing 
in the aisles, lotsa music on stage, 
lines outside the house and ca- 
pacity business with exira shows 
being done daily. It’s the kind of 
business often dreamed: of by the 
theatre operator and the perform- 
ers, and a fitting reward for oper- 
ation during many fallow weeks. 
The reason for this infrequent 
phenomenon is rock ’n’ roll or 
rhythm & blues, a movement 
which has swept the younger set, 
being as potent as the swing of the 
Goodman-Shaw era. 

In this instance, it’s Dr. Jive, a 
disk jock from WWRL, Woodside. 
N. Y., who has given the impetus 
to this tremendous business at this 
Harlem * flagship. He’s brought 
along with him a batch of enter- 
tainers whose nuances and pecu- 





Apolle. N. Y. 

Dr. Jiwe’s Rhythm & Blues Show 
with Griffin Bros. Band with Clau- 
dia; Dolores Ware, Spaniels (5), 
Hearts (5), Charlie & Ray, Joe 
Turner, Five Keys, Bo Diddley; 
“Captain Lightfoot” (UI). 





liarities are known quite well to 
even the youngest of the followers 
of this form of music, who are 
whipped into frenzy by even the 
slightest motion. For example, Bo 
Diddley, who closes the show, ex- 
cites a community sing without 
asking for it. The youngsters in 
the audience previde the chorus 
between Diddley’s verses, and dur- 
ing another tune, they clap their 
hands in a_ picturesque pattern 
which calls for three handclaps at 


normal levels and two overhead. 


Meanwhile, the kids bounce unre- 
strainediy in their seats. Not 
even the ample form of Diddley 
himself sitting on them could hold 
them down. 

There is little doubt that this 
kind of entertainment isn’t the 
healthiest for the youngsters. Yet 
there’s the possibility that the es- 
sential good in the kids themselves 
will come to the fore. The kids 


who jumped out of their sweaters 

in °36 are probably now cluck- 

clucking at rock ’n’ roll. . 
Swing, however, never had the 








moral thfeat of rock ’n’ roll which 
is founded on an unabashed pitch 
for sex. Every note and vocal 
nuance is aimed in that direction 
and, according to the makeup of 
the present bill, should normal ap- 
proaches fail to entice boxoffice 
in the future, there’s the AC-DC 
set to fall back on. On the bill is 
Charlie & Ray who unabashedly 
cemp out on stage: At one point, 
one shrieks “I’m so sorrv you girls 
came for nothing.” They blow 
kisses, and pose against the pros- 
cenium arch in the manner of a 
femme fatale. As a closing gesture 
one throws his hanky to the audi- 
ence. The adolescents in the audi- 
ence Have a whale of a time. 

The audience provides more fun 
than the performers. The reaction 
is where the real enjovment is. 
The bulk of the audience seem 
to be girls under 16 years of age. 
They shrieked at, virtually any- 
thing as though everything that 
transpires has hidden meanings 
that they alone understand, and 
from the saueals that go on, it's 
pretty evident in what direction 
they lie. 

The entertainers on this bill are 
all competent. Opens with Dolores 
Ware, who delivers the blues win- 
ningly. The Spaniels. a male quar- 
tet, delivers a pair of tunes. The 
bass provides a lot of tones that 
fet an erotic response. The 
Hearts, a good-looking femme 
auintet, indicate that they could 
go in most snots even without rock 
’n’ roll influences. Jce Turner 
punches out a trio of numbers with’ 
a heavy accent on rhythm, and the 
Five Keys, dressed in flaming red 
suits, even top their costumes with 
their three numbers. However, it’s 
Diddley who closes the show that 
they. seemingly wait for. Sexiest 
note is by the Griffin Bros. band 
vocalist, Claudia, who wears a 
pajama-bottomed evening gown. 
Her song is about demanding pay- 
ment in return for favors. 

Like in the old days, the kids 
wait in line starting at 8 a.m. in 
order to get the choice pews down 
in front. They stay throughout 
most of the day. But after the first 
day, Dr. Jive announced that auto- 
graphs would be passed out back- 
stage in an attempt to get some of 
the permanent residents out of the 
house. Jose. 


Acts 
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Cant — — SA 
HELEN MERRILL DES O’CONNOR 
Songs Comeédy 
15 Mins. 8 Mins. 
Birdland, N. Y. 4 Empire, Glasgow 

Helen Merrill, who has been Des O’Connor, a personable 
working as vocalist with some| youngster now gaining experience 


small combos, is a talented jazz 
chanteuse, That is, her intricate 
styling has specialized appeal for 
the hipsters and very little for the 
squares. Her phrasing and rhythm 
accents are distinctive and some- 
times even difficult to follow. But 
she’s part of the cool school, where 
the “message” is not always de- 
livered in the clearest terms. 

Miss Merrill’s mike manner 
could be considerably improved. 
She sings mostly with her eyes 
closed and that doesn’t help to 
establish contact with the audi- 
ence. Her selections are excellent, 
including such numbers as “Lover 
Come Back To Me,” “Falling In 
Love with Love,” “I Should Care,” 
and a superb rendition of “Don’t 
Explain.” 

Also on the Birdland bill are 
two fine jazz combos, the J. J. 
Johnson-Kai Winding Quintet and 
the Johnny Smith Quartet, both of 
which are established faves in this 
spot, . Herm. 


RONNIE HILTON 
Songs 

27 Mins. 

Empire, Glasgow 

Ronnie Hilton, young English 
lad with a pleasant straightforward 
style, is another in the long line of 
recording singers now on the Brit- 
ish vaude loop. He makes a good 
personal appearance and _ scores 
strongly by reason of singing tal- 
ent and youthful appeal. 

Opener is the bright “Veni, Vidi. 
Vici,” followed by a palm-rousing 
“I Wonder.” Then into “Mambo 
Italiano,” and, for the older cus- 
tomers, a tender “Bless This 
House.” Gabs re his pianist and 
the Will Fyffe tradition as prelim 
to rendition of late comedian’s 
song, “I Belong to Glasgow,” then 
into a breezy new tune, “We'll Go 
a Long Long Way Together,” with 
more following. 

Singer is no mere gimmick-mer- 
chant and knows how to sell a song 
with gineerity, | Gord. 





via the national vaude loop, seems 
a strong proposition with advant- 
age of youth, good looks, a happy 
personality and an obvious striving 
after new material. 

Opens with a lie-down center- 
stage, Danny Kaye fashion, which 
runs danger of being marked imita- 
tive, and begins to set the relaxed 
mood. Even with gags that garner 
only mild reaction, youngster re- 
tains his easy carefree style. His 
best slant is in form of impressions 
of current singing stars if they 
were to put over their acts with 
comedy in place of tunes. 

Comedian is likely proposition 
for star slottings in tv, cabaret and 
vaude, and has good visual appeal. 
Television potential is strong. 

Gord, 
FAITH WINTHROP 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
The Other Room, San Francisco 

Miss Winthrop is a product of 
Boston, newly arrived in San, 
Francisco and specializing in the 
nostalgic and bitter-sweet show 
tune songs that have been such 
successful vehicles for Lee Wiley, 
Mabel Mercer and others on the 
eastern littoral. 

Tastefully gowned and possessed 
of an easy, intimate manner, she 
scores effectively with an unusual 
selection of tunes that includes 
“George,” “Will You Still Be 
Mine,” “Blame it On My Youth,” 
and “It Never Entered Mv Mind.” 
Her occasional chatter fits well 
with the material she sings, and 
her voice has the necessary blend 
of jazz feeling and poignancy nec- 
essary to put across this particular 
category of show-style tunes. Per- 
haps her most effective bits are the 





reviving, and presenting in this 
unusual atmosphere, the ex-juke 
box hits, “George” and “Baby, 
Baby All the Time.” This ability 
to reach out for new material is 
a big asset, and besides this gal 
can sing. A. good bet for the 
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Of-B'way Fans Are Strictly Legit; 


Films, Tele Usually Get Brushed 


Off-Broadway theatregoers are+— 


strictly legit devotees. They oc- 
casionally take in a film, but sel- 
dom, if at all, watch television. 
Their interest in the theatre in- 
cludes Broadway, with most split- 
ting their playgoing between Main 
Stem houses and hideaway small- 
seaters. 





New England Strawhats 
Spawn Motels, Sez AAA 


Boston, Aug. 23. 
Strawhat theatres, musical tents 
and alfresco concerts and operas 
have increased the construction of 


: motor courts throughout New 
These characteristics WweYre/ England, according to a report by 


brought out im a recent survey 
of 96 patrons at the off-the-Stem 
Provincetown Playhouse during the 
run of Franz Kafka’s “The Trial,” 
the theatre’s current tenant. Those 
answering the questionnaire were 
mostly in the 21-35 age bracket 
and were chiefly students, teach- 
ers and professional people. 

Queried on how many Broadway 
productions they attend annually, 
52 claimed one to five; 24 said 
six to 10, and 15 took credit for 
1i or more. Four batted zero. The 
comparative tallv on off-Broadway 
attendance was 63 for one to five 
shows; 27 for six to 10, and four, 
11 or more. 

In answering a question on tele- 
vision viewing, half the respond- 
ents claimed they don’t watch any 
tv. Of the others, 25 look at their 
sets one to five hours per week; 
15 look six to 10 hours, and five 
gaze 11 or more hours. There were 
15 non-filmgoers in the batch, 
while 39 catch one-two pictures a 
month: 32 see three-four, and nine 
go to five or more. 

Favorite Critics 

The N. Y. Times outdistanced 
all other dailies in a tally on news- 
papers read regularly. The sheet 
was cited in 76 replies, with the 
N. Y¥. Post, Herald-Tribune and 
World-Telegram and Sun follow- 
ing in that order. There were 11 
respondents who stated they didn’t 
read any paper regularly. 

Asked to list their favotite drama 
critics, the majority named Brooks 
Atkinson (Times), with Wolcott 
Gibbs (New Yorker mag), Walter 
F. Kerr (Tribune) and Richard 
Watts Jr. (Post) following in that 
order. There were 25 who had no 
particular preference. 

Of the 96 respondents, 44 claim- 
ed the most influential factor in 
luring them to the Provincetown 
production of “Trial” was interest 
in Kafka. The others claimed a 
variety of reasons for visiting the 
theatre, including word-of-mouth, 
publicity and air-conditioning. The 
ee of attendees lived in 
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New ‘Tea’ May Not Go 
On Despite $100,000 In 
Guarantees; Lacks Lead 


The Playwrights Co., producer 
of “Tea and Sympathy,” is faced 
with the ironic situation of having 
more than $100,000 in guarantees 
on a 27-week fall and winter tour 
of the play—and no leading lady. 
Show was on tour last season with 
Deborah Kerr, while Joan Fon- 
taine replaced her in the N.Y. com- 
pany. 

Director Elia Kazan and author 
Robert Anderson have interviewed 
at least a dozen top actresses in 
N.Y., including Miss Fontaine, who 
has a European film commitment, 
but to date haven’t been able to 
come up with any likely player. If 
the part isn’t cast soon, letters will 
be sent out to managers cancelling 
the projected tour. Miss Kerr is 
also tied up in pix. 

At least 75% of the original 
supporting cast have been lined up 
for the tour, and also Alan Baxter, 
who played the husband role with 
Miss Kerr on the road. Balance of 
casting can be quickly accom- 
plished once the femme lead is 
found. 

Tour is slated to break in at 
Northampton, Mass., Oct. 13, for 
two days, then move to Boston for 
two weeks. Many key cities, includ- 
ing Pittsburgh, Cleveland, New 
Orleans, Frisco are already set, and 
there will be a large number of 
college town engagements. 








Feteing Mrs. Naff 

Nashville, Aug. 23. 
A reception honoring Mrs. L. C. 
Naff, general manager of the Ry- 
man Auditorium, local legit outlet, 
will be held Sept. 1 in the Iris 

Room of the Hermitage Hotel. ° 
The occasion will mark her re- 
tirement after 50 years of man- 


agership, . . tutigrnk aittey 








the American Automobile Assn. 
The organization’s 195 accommoda- 
tions directory lists 40 more mo- 
tels in this six-state area than last 
year, noting that many of the ad- 
ditions are adjacent to summer 
legit and musical spots. 

There are 27 new motor courts 
in Massachusetts, increasing the 
state’s total to 102, the reort re- 
veals. “This new growth is cen- 
tered in the Berkshires, especially 
around Pittsfield, where the mag- 
net is Tanglewood, and through- 
out Cap Cod,” the AAA book 
points out. Tanglewood is the site 
of the Berkshire Music Festival 
and Cape Cod is studded with na- 
tionally publicized strawhats, no- 
tably at Hyannis, Dennis, Coona- 
messett and Provincetown. 


Civic Boosts For 
~ Legit in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 
Downtown hotels, restaurants 
and garages have fallen in line 


with department stores as boosters 
of road shows for Cincy. 


Service interests paid for double- 
column eight-inch ads in local 
dailies recently urging subscrip- 
tions for the Theatre Guild’s se- 
ries of eight plays in the new sea- 
son. Plugs were themed: “Make 
playgoing a habit. Help place Cin- 
cinnati at the top of American 
theatre-going cities.” 


Department stores, for the sec- 
ond year, are including. Theatre 
Guild promotional pieces in month- 
ly mailings to customers. It’s their 
bid to also lure visitors and buyers 
away from suburban shopping cen- 
ters. 


“Noah Schechter, resident man- 
ager of Shubert operations, and 
Kay Fipp, Theatre Guild secretary, 
are targeting for a 4,500 subscrip- 
tion list. They report results thus 
far to be ahead of the pace for last 
year’s 3,500 total. 

To strengthen Cincy’s bid for 
greater legit support, plays and 
musicals will again tenant the 
2,100-seat Shubert Theatre. House 
is owned by the Shuberts and is 
ticketed for $200,000 renovating 
following leasing to RKO Theatres 
for films and rentals. since 1935. 
In that period Shubert bookings 
were in the 1,300 seat Cox, which 
the firm also owns, and in the in- 
die Taft, 2,500-seater. 

Opener for the 1955-56 season 
will be “Anniversary Waltz,” week 
of Sept. 26. Other Guild subscrip- 
tion dates linéd up are “The Bad 
Seed,” Oct. 10, and “Teahouse of 
the August Moon,” Jan. 23, 


$234,500 ESTIMATE 
ON COST OF ‘DELILAH’ 


Capitalization on “Delilah,” 
which producers Oscar Lerman, 
Martin Cohen and Alexander F. 
Carson have booked into the Win- 
ter Garden Theatre, N.Y., for a 
Nov. 10 opening, has beén set at 
$250,000, with provision for 20% 
overcall. The production cost on 
the musical, which will star Carol 
Channing, has been estimated at 
$234,500, leaving a $15,500 reserve 
for out-of-town losses. 

The budget on the show includes 
$5,000, scene designer (Raoul Pene 








DuBois); $55,000, building and 
painting of sets; $2,500, costume 
designer (DuBois); $32,500, pur- 


chasing of costumes; $5,000, pur- 
chase of properties; $9,250, elec- 
trics; $5,000; choreographer (Rob- 
ert Alton); $2,500, book director 
(David Alexander); $2,000, music 
and choral director (Milton Rosen- 
stock); dance music arrangements, 
$1,000; arrangements and orches- 
trations, $11,000; bonds and ad- 
vances, $30,100; rehearsal expenses, 
$21,650; $7,500, picture sequences, 
and $44,500 for other varied ex- 
penses, 
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Sounds Plausible 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

Rep. Brook Hays (D. Ark.) 
is telling this story about him- 
self and Helen Hayes. Latter, 
recently in town with “Skin . 
Of Our Teeth,” was forced to 
cancel a speaking engagement, 
so the like-named Congress- 
man was pressed into service 
as a replacement. 

As he was introduced, a 
hard-of-hearing old man in the 
rear of the room leaned over 
and asked his neighbor who 
the speaker was. The neighbor 
explained Helen Hayes couldn’t 
come, but this was another 
fe:iow names Hays. . 

“Oh, I see,” said the old- 
timer, “Gabby Hayes.” 


‘Bus Stop’ Earned Profit 
Of 2156 on Its $60,000 
Cost as of Last July 30 


“Bus Stop,” currently in its 26th 
week at the Music Box, N.Y., had 
earned a 216% profit on its $60,000 
investment as of last July 30. The 
total profit as of that date was 
$128,887. Of that amount, $70,000 
had been distributed. On the basis 
of regular 50-50 split between 
management and backers, that 
gave the latter $35,000. 

For the four weeks ending July 
30, the Robert Whitehead-Roger 
L. Stevens production made a $28,- 
381 operating profit despite a fall- 
off in business during that period. 
Income from 20th-Fox for the 
four weeks was $2,700. The film 
company purchased the rights to 
the William Inge play for a down- 





payments during the show’s profit 
stanzas up to $250,000 ceiling. The 
production gets the standard 40% 
split of the picture coin. 

Royalties from foreign rights 
totaled $1,440, while souvenir 
booklet income accounted for an- 
other $500, bringing the total take 
for the four weeks to $33,021. That 
figure was reduced, however, by a 
$1,919 expenditure as the produc- 
tion’s share of a three-week pro- 
motion campaign on “Bus,” “Bad 
Seed” and “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.” 
Cost of the campaign is being split 
with the Playwrights Co., sponsor 
of the other two productions. 

The total profit as of July 30 
actually was $135,671, but was re- 
duced by $6,784, representing di- 
rector Harold Clurman’s 5% share 
of the profits, which he gets in 
addition to 2% of the gross. As of 
July 30 the production. costs on 
the national company, which 
preemed last Aug. 6 in Central 
City, Col., tallied $12,691. The 
sinking fund as of that date total- 
ed $15,000, while the balance 
available .for future distribution 
was $30,322. 


‘LUNATICS’ NET PROFIT 
OF 796 AS OF JULY 30 


The net profit on “Lunatics and 
Lovers” totaled $79,147 as of last 
July 30. That represented a drop 
of $1,568 from the figure of four 
weeks previous. Actually, the Sid- 
new Kingsley comedy, which has 
been on twofers during the sum- 
mer months, had an operating loss 
of $3,468 for the four weeks end- 
ing July 30, plus an additional $100 
expense for the bubble-bath solu- 
tion used in the production. 

The $3,568 drop was reduced by 
a $2,000 advance royalty for the 
Coast rights to the property, which 
opened Aug. 15 at the Carthay Cir- 
cle, L. A. That brought the total 
loss for the period to $1,568. As 
of July 30, the profit distribution 
on the May Kirshner production 
was $45,000. “Lunatics,” originally 
capitalized at $100,000, is currently 
in its 37th week at the Broadhurst 
Theatre, N. Y. 


Set $60,000 Budget For 


Waters in ‘Gentle Folks’ 


A $60,000 budget has been set 
for the Broadway production of 
“Gentle Folks,” to star Ethel 
Waters. Stephen Morrow and War- 
ren Stewart are producing the 
Frank Alexander-E. A. -Krum- 
schmidt play in association with 
Lester Hamilton. It’s slated for a 
Main Stem preem next November. 
‘Morrow will double as a director, 
— Howard Bay will design the 
sets. 

The producers figure it'll cost 
$43,990 to open the show out-of- 
town, and that it can break even at 








Lucille Lortel, new owner of the Theatre deLys, Greenwich Village 
spot, has clarified her role in the theatre’s operation. While she has 
engaged Carmen Capalbo and Stanley Chasé to manage the house and 
co-produce with her, she will offer bookings to outsiders but retain 
artistic control. Her own efforts and bookings must have “artistic merit 
or he stimulating theatre.” the wealthy patroness said this week. 

Miss Lortel, who operates the White Barn Theatre at Westport, 


Conn., is the wife of Louis Schweitzer, manufacturer of cigaret papers. 





Adding to the list of tributes already paid Richard Rodgers & Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, the N. Y. Summer Festival sponsored a cuffo “Okla- 
homa Song Fest” in the Mail of Central Park last Sunday (21). Run- 
ning over two hours, the musical program provided some fine pub- 
licity for the incoming Todd-AO film version of the Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein musical, and drew a crowd of approximately 15,000. The 
governors of both N. Y. and Oklahoma were on hand to kudos the song- 
writing team, who in turn presented a copy of their original ‘“‘Okla- 
homa” manuscript to the governor of that state. 
who presided over the song festival, credited the duo with having 
brought “‘almost as many people to N. Y. as Rockefeller Center or the 
Empire State Bldg., and maybe more.” They were then given scrolls 
for their contribution to the creative arts. 

Will Rogers Jr., Red Buttons and Ed Sullivan emceed the affair. Of 
the entertainers Eddie Fisher got the biggest ovation. All the per- 
formers and speakers, incidentally, rode up to the stage in a “surrey 


with a fringe on top.” Towards the end of the program, Rodgers con- | 


ducted a Navy band in a rendition of his “Guadalcanal, March.” 





With the formation of Ticket Club Inc. as a ticket affiliate of Diners 
Club, members of that charge account operation will be able to join 
a subscription plan guaranteeing them pairs of tickets to at least 10 
Broadway shows at boxoffice prices. The subscription gimmick covers 


orchestra and mezzanine seats for two at a yearly cost of $15, while. 


the same deal on balcony seats costs $10. That’s in addition to the 


regular price of the tickets, which are charged to the individual's ~ 


Diners Club account, as is the TCCI membership fee. 


Members may choose as many shows as they desire from those 
offered and are not obligated to purchase any minimum number of 
shows or tickets. Additional features of the subscription plan include 
the purchase of extra_tickets at a service fee of 75c per ticket for all 
club selections’and special discount rates for pre-opening night pre- 
views of Broadway shows. The club will also function as a regular 
ticket agency, with Diners Club members, who do not belong to TG, 
enable to charge their ticket purchases through the agency for the 
regular standard brokerage fee of $1.15 per ducat. Rose Goldstein, 
former office mafager of the now-defunct Show-of-the-Month Club and 
subsequently general manager for producer Jule Styne, is executive 
director of TCI, with Sylvia Siegler, former SOMC president, in an 
executive capacity. 





Several legit managements are taking out a new type of insurance 
on their productions this season. In addition to the regular theatrical 
floater, they’re also getting coverage on continuing anc unavoidable 
expenses during tryout periods when sets, costumes or properties are 
being repaired or replaced following physical-destruction or loss. This 
coverage takes in such out-of-pocket expenses as the normal ad budget. 
The new policy, tagged “traveling business interruption,” was devised 
by Robert A. Boyar, partnered in the N. Y. insurance firm of Boyar and 
Oring Inc. Although intended to cover a show through to its Broad- 
way opening, the policy can be extended to the N. Y. run and is also 
applicable to touring production. Boyar, incidentally, is the son of 
Ben Boyar, manager of the Playhouse, N. Y. 





The American Theatre Wing is setting up a sort of “workshop” 
course for actors currently working in shows. The idea is that the 
training sessions, planned to develop and refresh the talents of estab- 
lished players, will be scheduled on non-matinee days, at hours con- 
venient to applicants. Among directors being considered to hold the 
classes are Joseph Kramm, Reginald Denham, Alan Schneider, Vincent 
J. Renate. Dilbert Mann, Cedric Hardwicke, Romney Brent and Ezra 
Stone. The project is being supervised by Arthur Hanna. 


Stock Tryouts Joe Rumshinsky’s. 50th 





(Aug. 22-Sept. 4) 





Bernard F. Gimbel,« 





$11,000 a week in New York. 
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Bits & Pieces, revue with music. by 
Andy Wuhrer, lyrics by Pat Van Allen, 
sketches by Pat Wilmot—Gifford Hall, 
Norwalk, Conn. (29-4). 


Bridge and the’ Bumblebee, by Joe A. 
Greenhoe—Adams Memorial Theatre, Wil- 
liamstown, Mass. (23-27). 


Child’s Play, by Florence M. Stevenson 
—Scarsdale (N.Y.) Summer Theatre (24). 


Cover to Cover, revue by Dede Meyer, 
Franklin Jacobs—Barn Playhouse, New 
London, N. H. (22-27). 


Devil May Care, musical by Richard 
Diamond, Robert Miles—White Roe Play- 
house, Livingston Manor, N. Y. (26). 
Nale 


Difficult Widow, by Conrado 


Roxlo, translated by Ruth G. Gillespie— 


Hedgerow Theatre, Moylan, Pa. (30-5). 

Empress, by Elaine Carrington (Geral- 
dine Page)— Westport (Conn.) Country 
Playhouse (22-27), (Reviewed in Variety 
this week). 


Guest Cottage, by William McCleery— 
Boothbay (Me.) Playhouse (30-3). 

Kickback, by Marianne Brown Waters— 
Gateway Theatre, Bellport, L. I. (30-3). 

Love, Honor and Oh, Boy — Lake 
Wereloes Playhouse, Fitchburg, Mass. 


Mighty Man fs He, by Arthur Kober, 
George Oppenheimer (Claudette Colbert) 
~—-Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. (22- 
27); Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. (29- 
3) (Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 17, °55). 

Mother Was a Bachelor, by Irving W. 
Phillips (Billie Burke)—Lakewood Thea- 
tre, Skowhegan, Me. (22-27), Lakes Region 
Playhouse, Laconia-Gilferd, N. H. (29-3) 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 29, °55). 

Palm Tree In a Rose Garden, by Meade 
Roberts (Dorothy Stickney) — Falmouth 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass. (22-27) 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 20, °55). 

Prince and the Pauper, musical adapta- 
tion with book by John Page, lyrics by 
Katharine Page, music by Arnold Black— 
Plymouth Rock Center of Music & Drama, 
Duxbury, Mass. (26-27). 

Rip Van Winkle, musical by Fergus 
Kelley, Ted Sloane—Inn Playhouse, Dan- 
bury, Conn. (24). 

Russia‘s Pond, by Paul Chavchavadze— 
Arena Theatre, Orleans, Mass. (23-27). 

Sentimentat Journey, adaptation of 
Henry James’ novel, “Europeans,” by 
Randolph Carter—Lakeside Theatre, Lake 
Hopatcong, N. J. (22-27). 

Short Passage, by Harold Dexter — 
Straight Wharf Theatre, Nantucket, Mass. 


, 
Sign of Winter, 3 Ettore Rella (Ruth 
Chatterton)—White Barn Theatre, West- 
port, Conn. (27-28). 

‘as at Eve, by Dennis Boer. based 
on ove Thane’s novel, ‘'Melody”— 
Sharon (Conn.) Playhouse (23-27). 

Touch of Magic (Signe Hasso)—Capri 
Theatre, Atlantic Beach, L. I. (30-4). 

View From the Gridge, by Arthur Mil- 
ler (Yan Heflin)—Falmou Playhouse, 
feonamessstt, Mass. (29-3). 
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Anni in Yiddish Legit 
Joseph Rumshinsky, 72-year-old 
Yiddish composer, is celebrating 
his 50th anni in the theatre. The 
prolific tunesmith is still adding 
to his list of credits, which already 
includes approximately 250 musi- 
cals. He'll be represented again this 
season on New York’s lower east- 
side by “Wedding Breakfast,” a 
new Yiddish-American musicai, 
which preems Oct. 15 at the Sec- 
ond Avenue Theatre. 


Top Yiddish performers have 
appeared in numerous Rumshin- 
sky musicals. They include Molly 
Picon, Menasha Skulnik and Boris 
Thomashefsky. Rumshinsky, who 
wrote special material for Sophie 


(22-|Tucker early in her career, re- 


cently completed a new Hebrew 
operetta based on the Biblical 
theme of Ruth. A Tel Aviv produc- 
tion is being planned for next 
spring to be followed by a U. S. 
presentation, 





Doctor ‘Solomon Grundy’ 
As Broadway Prospect 


“Solomon Grundy,” the Mike 
Stewart-Shelley Mowell musical 
which was tried out on the straw- 
hat circuit in 1953, is undergoing 
a thorough overhauling for pos- 
sible* Broadway production. Re- 
visions on the tuner, under option 
to Emile Katzka, are being made 
by Stewart and Lee Pockriss. 

Stewart, incidentally, has con- 
tributed two sketches to “Catch a 
Star,” the Ray Golden revue open- 
ing ‘Sept. 6 at the Plymouth, N. Y. 
He’s also had his option picked up 
as a scripter for the balance of the 
summer run of the “Sid Ceasar 
Presents” television show, 
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Barn Op Decries ‘Cover-Up’ on Bad Biz; | 


~ Claims Heatwave Has Ruined Silos 





Binghamton, N.Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I have just read the Aug. 17 
VaRIETY reporting on “Barns Pros- 
pering,” and I don’t know whether 
tg vent my spleen on the reporter 
who wrote this phony story or 
upon the managers that falsify 


to cover up their rock-bottom bus- | 


iness. 

Your reporter chose for his sur- 
vey nine theatres out of 150. With 
the exception of Stockbridge, 
Woodstock and possibly Hyde 
Park, they are all small operations 
which need very little to exist. 
Some of the managers quoted 
were not even operating the pre- 
vious year and can have no con- 
ception of the 1954 income for the 
theatre, yet they give you a per- 
eentage of increase. Others report 
a small increase, but do they bother 
to tell you how infinitesmal the 
previous year’s income was, from 
which to show an increase? 


This year, primarily because of 
the intense heatwave, has been a 
disastrous one to almost every 
single summer stock playhouse. 
Not only do the .actual reports 
come to me first-hand from the 
advance directors who travel the 
circuit, and from the stars, some 
of whom have actually shown me 
copies of reports from previous 
theatres, but the managers have 
been burning up the telephone 
wires calling one another to be- 
moan their plight. This includes 
some of the managers who for 
years have been boasting huge box- 
office intake to fan their egos and 
appear like big shots. 

It is time they told the truth 
instead of padding the reports for 
publication. If Samuel French and 
Brandt & Brandt could speak for 
publication, the trade would begin 
to understand how desperate the 
situation has been this year. It 
has made no difference whether 
the theatre is air-cooled, air-con- 


ditioned or without benefit of any} 


heat-relieving devices, the public 
(Continued on page 71) 


‘Deadfall’ Backers Share 
In 5-Yr.-Old Film Sale 
Via Odd Arrangement 


Backers of Martin Goodman's 
scheduled Broadway production of 
Leonard Lee’s° “Deadfall” will 
share in a five-year-old film sale 
on the property via a unique ar- 
rangement. Lee’s play, which has 
been kicking around for several 
years under the title “Sweet Poi- 
son,” was peddled to 20th-Fox by 
the playwright for $40,000. Al- 
though the picture sale had no 
connection with the upcoming 
Goodman presentation, the legit 
production will get the usual 40% 
cut of the film coin, but in an off- 
beat manner. 

Since Lee got all of the picture 
income, he intends paying the pro- 
duction $16,000 (40%) out of his 
pocket. He’ll do that by splitting 
his royalties 50-50 with the pro- 
duction until the latter receives 
$16,000. In other words, Lee’s ac- 
tual royalty on the basis of the 
standard minimum (5% for the first 
$5,000 gross, 742% for the next 
$2,000 and 10% of the balance) will 
have to hit $34,000 in order for the 
production to get the full $16,000. 

Goodman has set the capitaliza- 
tion on the production, ‘which will 
costar Joanne Dru and John Ire- 
land, at $75,000, plus provision for 
20% overall. The production cost 
has been figured at $63,050, includ- 
ing $2,500, designer’s fee; $5,000, 
building and painting two sets; 
$3,000 props; $2,500, purchase and 
rental of wardrobe; $1,750, electri- 
eal needs; $3,000, director's fee; 
$4,900, rehearsal expenses; $7,650, 
advertising; $7,000, out-of-town ex- 
penses; $6,200, sundry expenses, 
and $19,500 in bonds, theatre guar- 
antee and advance royalties to the 
author. That leaves an $11,950 re- 
serve. 

The estimated weekly operating 
expense on the show is $8,310, with 
Goodman figuring on a $1,480 
profit on a $16,000 gross, $3,240 on 








os 
7 7: 


New ‘Don Juan in Hell’ 
Troupe Booking Tour 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Paramount Attractions is book- 
ing a nationwide tour of.the Na- 
tional Drama Quartet in G. B. 
Shaw’s “Don Juan in Hell” excerpt 
from “Man and Superman.” Toured 
by Paul Gregory a few years 
ago, the piece is now being pro- 
duced by Plymouth Productions, 
with Agnes Moorehead as director. 

Ricardo Montalban will play Don 
Juan, with Edward Arnold as the 
Devil, Mary Astor as Dona Ana 
and Reginald Denny as the latter’s 
father. 

A 35-week tour is planned for 
the production, with 11 weeks al- 
ready set. It-will debut in San 
Francisco in mid-Septemer, per- 
haps at the Alcazar. Within the 


framework of local variatons, the | 


tour will be sealed at an average 


‘$3 top. 





‘Booking Fee’ Item 
Gaining in Barns 


The controversial “booking fee” 
charge by agents on strawhat pack- 
ages may become a standard prac- 
tice on the barn circuit. Started 
this season by Hillard Elkins, it’s 
also being employed by Peter Witt 
on his “Wedding Breakfast” pack- 
age, starring Shelley Winters. 

That makes at least three silo 
touring -entries that are collecting 
booking fees in addition to the 
regular price of the package. El- 
kins has the other two shows, “No 
Time For Comedy,” starring Sarah 
Churchill, and “Cyprienne,” co- 
starring Uta Hagen and Herbert 
Berghof. 


Witt, however, is working it a 
little differently than Elkins. The 
latter is charging the barn oper- 
ators a flat fee to cover the ex- 
pense of putting together and rout- 
ing a package for a summer stock 
tour, Witt’s fee is the equivalent 
of a 5% commission on the total 
cast salary and thus takes the 
place of the percentage tap that 
Equity has forbidden package pro- 
ducers to. collect from actors. 

Whereas Elkins revealed that 
several managers balked at paying 
the charge, Witt claims he’s had 
ne beefs. Witt has also apportioned 
the salary of the package's di- 
rector, Frank Corsaro, to the thea- 
tres booking the show on a proe 
rata basis. Corsare’s deal also 
called for him to get a royalty. 
Miss Winters is footing the bill on 
that herself. 


CRITICS CIRCLE FOR L.A. 
PITCHED BY ED LESTER 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Edwin Lester, producer of the 
L. A. Civie Light Opera Assn. for 
the past 18 years, has proposed a 
Critie’s Circle, composed of local 
dramatic critics, for the annual 
judging of L. A. legit. Similar or- 
ganizations are now in effect in 
N. Y. and San Francisco. 

Edwin Schallert, vet dramatic 
editor of the L. A. Times, will act 
as unofficial chairman in exploring 
the project. 


100% Profit So Far To 
‘Teahouse’ Road Backers 


Backers of the road company 
production of “Teahouse of the 
August Moon” have received 100% 
profit thus far on their $65,000 in- 
As of last July 23, the 
profit distribution on the Howard 
Lindsay-Russel Crouse presenta- 
tion totaled $130,000. On the basis 
ofthe regular 50-50 split between 
backers and management, that 
gave the former $65,000. 

The total profit on the Burgess 
Meredith-Scott McKay starrer as 








$20,000, $5,000 on $24,000 and $6,-| of July 23 was $186,624, with $34,- 
760 on $28,000. In each of these | 314 available for future distribu- 


eases the profit includes 50% of | 


the author’s royalty. The produc- 


tion, For the four weeks prior to 
that date, the comedy made an 


‘in the local deadlock between Shu- 


Silvermine Guild Puts 

‘Bits & Pieces’ Together 
A new revue, “Bits & Pieces,” 
will be put on by the Silvermine 
Guild of Artists for one week be- 
ginning next Monday (29) at the 
Florence Schick Gifford Hall, Nor- 
walk, Conn. Amy Lynn is produc- | 
ing the song-sketch-hoofing show, 
which has music by Andy Wuhrer, 
lyrics by Pat Van Allen, sketches 
by Pat Wilmot, choreography by 
John Coy, sets by Arno Scheiding 
and costumes by Armand Dube. 

Seven performances will be, 
given, with the production winding | 
up Sept. 4. Tickets are priced at 
$3 except for ~vening night, when 
the bite is $3.50. 


Some Bright Note 
In Shutheyt, AFM 
Tiff in Philly 





bert execs and heads of Local 77, 


American Federatieon of the Musi- 
cians. was hear? when Victor 
E. Moore, Councilman-at-Large of 
Philly’s City Council, called a 
special meeting in City Hall last 
week. Attending were Lawrence 
Skubert Lawrence, Philly Shubert 
head; Romeo Cella, president of 
Local 77; Paul McNamara, presi- 
dent of the Philly Hotelmens Assn.; 
Clewell Sykes, president of the 
Yellow Cab Co., and Henry Haas, 
of the Bankers Securities Corp., 
which has substantial hotel hold- 
ings here. 

While there was no absolute as- 
surance that the current dispute 
between the musicians and the 
theatre interests would be settled 
amicably in the near future, a 
compromise—described in one of 
the local dailies es a “vestige of 
light”—was indicated. 

The meetings, called by Council- 
man Moore, lasted about 90 min- 
utes. He said afterwards that he 
felt “very much encouraged.” Ar- 
gument stems from the Shuberts’ 
insistence that the number of mu- 
sicians hired for a tuner, now 26, 
should be cut, and that no musi- 
cians have to be hired for non- 
musicals—now six. 


Moore said there was a discus- 
slon of a possible compromise over 
the number of musicians who nor- 
mally play at musical comedies 
and a further proposal that musi- 
cians be retained for dramas but 
in a slightly reduced number. He 
said that Cella, for the union, 
agreed to place the proposals be- 
fore the musicians and that later, 
by agreement of the conferees, 
Lawrence would present his side 
of the controversy in a personal 
appearance before the musicians’ 
union. 

Moore was quoted as saying that 
he “felt we have made progress; 
everybody left in an amiable 
mood.” 


Local papers all gave coverage 
to the meeting, which is expected | 
to have its sequel early this week. 





Yvonne Arnaud Supplies 
‘Mrs. Willie’ With Chance 


London, Aug. 23. 

Alan Melville’s new farcical 
comedy, “Mrs. Willie,” was pre- 
sented by H. M. Tennent Ltd., at 
the Globe last Wednesday (17). It 
stars Yvonne Arnaud in jocular 
vein as an exiled Queen plotting 
her son’s recall as monarch. 

Plot is thin and star’s popularity 
will be the main draw with its 
chances about even for survival. 
Cyril Raymond, Marian Spencer 
and Carl Jaffe give capable main 
support, with creditable direction 
by Wallace Douglas. 





GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR 
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tion will be directed by Michael | operating profit of $13,201, with | 
Gordon. Harold Bromley will be | souvenir book royalties bringing in 


general manager. 


lanother $819, 
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No Drop in Pajama’ Profit Despite 


- Bway Dip; 6986 Ga'n as of July 30 
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Rains Dampen Season 
As Atlanta Al Fresco Ends 


Atlanta, Aug. 23. 
Municipal Theatre Under-the- 
Stars rang down the curtain on its 
six-show, eight-week season with 
the final performance of “Annie 
Get Your Gun” Saturday night 
(20). 


Outdoor theatre, which gives 
performances in the 6,000-seat am- 
phitheatre in Chastain Memorial 
Park, is a civic, nonprofit organi- 
zation. Boxoffice take this season 
was disappointing, due to a rainy 
summer, which kept patrons away. 
Drought during 1954 summer re- 
sulted in splendid support and 
Theatre Under-the-Stars _ pros- 
pered. This year the rains came-— 
and often—and the group. wound 
up with a deficit. Last year’s at- 
tendance was 125,000. 


It was announced Thursday (18) 
that a sinking fund was being 
formed to insure continuation of 
the outdoor theatre. Atlantans are 
being asked to contribute $10 
apiece. These donors will be given 
two tickets to a special premiere 
of next year’s first show, either 
“Kismet” or “The King and I.” 

Theatre’s 1955 nut was an- 
nounced as $22,000 weekly. Em- 
ployed were 20 musicians, some 40 
chorines and male dancers and 
singers, stagehands and so on. Pro- 
fessionals of name falibre were 
imported for lead and support 
roles. ' 


Equity, Woolf In 
‘Broadway Tiff 


Another brawl is brewing he- 
tween Actors Equity and Stanley 
Woolf. The union is burning over 
the producer’s claim that he’s us- 
ing Broadway actors in his com- 
panies touring summer resorts. 

Woolf, who didn’t post a bond 
with Equity this season, is there- 
fore theoretically operating on a 
non-union basis and thus cannot 
employ professional actors. On 
that basis, Equity officials figure 
that he can hardly be using Broad- 
way players, unless ones who have 
forfeited union membership. 

Equity is looking into the legal 
aspects of the situation, following 
recent hassle between Woolf and 
the union over the salaries to be 
paid members of his touring units. 
In the past these troupes have 
been Equity-franchised. Equity de- 
manded $85, of which $30 would 
be deducted for food ahd lodging. 
Woolf wanted to pay $55, the resi- 
dent Equity minimum, with 2a $30 
deduction for room and board. No 
agreement was reached and Woolf 
switched to non-union status. 

Woolf’s claim of having Broad- 
way performers in his companies 
is made in the programs covering 
his productions. The text reads, 
“The all professional members of 
this cast have played important 
and leading roles with various 
stock companies from coast to 
coast. Most of them appear regu- 
larly on television and a goodly 
number have been seen on Broad- 
way in support of the theatre’s es- 





Despite a summer drop in busi- 
ness for the Broadway edition of 
“Pajama Game,” .there’s been no 
serious letup in the musical’s profit 
intake. During the five-week pe- 
riod ending last July 30, the N. Y. 
and Yoed companies of.the Fred- 
erick BGrisson-Robert E. Griffith- 
Harold S. Prince production racked 
up a total operating profit of 
$115,384. That brought the total 
profit on the tuner as of that date 
to $698.811. 

Profit on the Broadway company 
for the five weeks was $51,468, or 
an avera7é of a little more than 
$10,200 per week. Receipts during 
that period ranged from $46,500 to 
$51,600_on a potential capacity of 
$52,118. During that same time 
span the touring company regis- 
tered a $63,916 profit for the final 
four weeks of a seven-week stand 
at the Philharmonic Auditorium, 
L. A., and the first week of a 10- 
week engagement at the Curran, 
Ss 


‘The’ road company profit in- 


cludes $21,500 advanced by the - 


L. A. Civic Light Opera Assn., 
which sponsored the~Philharmoic 
run, “Pajama” was booked into 
L. A. and Friscd, also under CLO 
sponsorship, on a_ profit-sharing 
basis. The $21,530 represents pay- 
ment to the company against its 
share of the total profit on the 
L. A. run, which is to be’ settled 
at the termination of 12 weeks 
from its Philharmonic opening last 
June 6. The musical has also been 
getting a weekly profit of around 
$8,000-$9,000 against its potential 
take, which is figured likely to 
come to about $84,000 on the 
smash L, A. stand. 
550G Distributed 

As of last July 30, the total dis- 
tribution on the tuner was $550,- 
000. An additional $50,000 was dis- 
tributed Aug. 5, bringing the total 
divvy to $600,000. On the basis of 
the regular 50-50 split between the 
backers and the management, that 
gives the former a 120% profit on 
their $250,000 investment. 

Still forthcoming is another 
$200,000 from Warner Bros., repre- 
senting the remaining coin due the 
production,. after deductions of 
fees and expenses, as its share of 
the sale of the pic rights for $750,- 
000. That amount is to be paid out 
in five yearly installments. The 
production already received $48,- 
529 as its share of a $150,000 
down-payment from WB. The film 
deal, incidentally, also calls for 
the production to get 50% of the 
profits on the picture. 

The national company, starring 
Fran Warren, Larry Douglas and 
Buster West, moved into the Cur- 
ran last July 25. The engagement 
there has been extended from 
eight to 10 weeks because of the 
heavy demand for tickets. The 
Broadway company, starring John 
Raitt, Eddie Foy Jr. and Helen 
Gallagher, is in its 68th week at 
the St. James, N. Y. 


Ohio Barn Folds Early 
After Being in Red For 
Most of Its Ten Plays 


Cleveland, Aug. 23. 
Backers of Chagrin Falls Sum- 
mer Theatre cancelled the last two 
shows and yanked down shutters 
Sunday (21) with Julie Haydon in 
“Glass Menagerie.” 
Slim attendances spiraled the 








tablished stars.” , 

Equity execs figure that some | 
union members may be involved in | 
the Woolf operation under as- | 
sumed names, It’s planned to} 
bring charges against such who| 
may be caught. 





Tax Rap on Karlweis 


Vienna, Aug. 16. 

Oscar Karlweis, who has im- 
ported and starred in various U. S. | 
plays here in, recent years, has} 
been ordered to pay $500 in back | 
taxes on profits from “Harvey.” | 
The court overruled his claim that | 
the money was not actor Salary, 
but producer profits. 

The star presented and played 
the lead in “Teahouse of the Au- | 
gust Moon” here and in Germany | 
last year, and is trying to obtain 
the Austrian rights to the current 
Broadway hit, “Inherit the Wind,” | 
the Jerome Lawrenece-Robert E. 
Lee drama. Karlweis hopes to play 
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‘the Paul Muni role. 


| the co-producers, 


' doubled at 
)*‘Wedding Breakfast,” 


stock company into the red for 
most of its 10 plays, each running 
eight performances. Only money- 
makers, according to William 
Dempsey, co-producer, was Miss 
Haydon’s vehicle, a near sellout, 
and “Picnic” the previous week. 
Strawhatter called off its planned 
productions of “Wedding Break- 
fast” and “Frankie and Johnny,” 
slated to round out the series. 
They ran into so much strong com- 
petition from several longer-estab- 
lished summer theatres in North- 
ern Ohio, particularly from Cain 
Park amphitheatre and Musicarni- 
val Tent Theatre, that the Chagrin 


| Sponsors said they had “no chance 


to break even financially.” Weekly 
nut was estimated at about $2,100. 

Despite this setback, Dempsey, 
David Fulford and Elisabeth Bliler, 
intend to con- 
tinue operating their cther straw- 
hatter at Canal Fulton, O. One of 
its two repertory companies, which 
Chagrin, will stage 
“Frankie™ 
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pace to uninhibited sex comedy, 
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The Empress 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 21. 


Westport Country Playhouse presenta- 
; Elaine . Carrington. 
comedy by by Bili 


tion o 

Stars Geraldine Page. 

Butler. Settings by Marvin Reiss. At 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., 
Soh Céppededta Se adi Leslie Barrett 
Justinian ......-++++4% +.-.. Paul Stevens 
Cenera §... cee ccecess .... Beulah Garrick 
Theodora .....-eeeeeeees Geraldine Page 
Patriarch ......seeeee++2- Rod McLennan 
AlBFIC . 2. ccecccccceses Michael Galloway 
TOA .. 2. cet se ccccecey Fis, Sally Jessy 
Wetin ©. ... +. 0800 Patricia Dislatter 
Amulsuntha ....-++eeee++-> Earle Jones 
Eudoxia .....sseeseeeeee: Louise Stowe 
Comitus ......eeeeeeee Buck Martalian 
Appolo ..-...eee.-s- Joseph Campanella 
Mother Chole .........-.+- Judith Lowry 





For Geraldine Page, “The Em- 
press” will be a brief diversion in 
a shining career. Even in_ this 
slight costume comedy by Elaine 
Carrington, Miss Page makes an 
exciting impression and, before it 
is done, lifts the piece far above 
its level. 

For the play about the beautiful 
former chariot rider Theodora, 
who is the loving and high-living 
empress of Justinian the Great 
back in sixth-cen Byzantium, 


on the shore of the Bosphorus, is]; 


an unrewarding mediocrity that, 
beyond permitting her a change of 


doesn’t the star’s effort. 


In Guy. Kent’s scant costumery, 
Miss Page makes a glamorous 
regal ead, rolling around the 
palace chambers with her affec- 
tionate and jealous husband. Theo- 
dora’s candid attitude toward her 
former lovers gets them into fatal 
trouble, and it is this which causes 
her to walk out on Justinian. But 
not before she has by herself 
talked the people out of a revolu- 
tion and insured the security of her 
emperor, capt 

ues Can ate a 
proves a d ass ni fo 
the director, Bill Butler. In addi- 
tion to the scenes in which the 


former circus girl. shows up the 
emperor, the play’s best episode 
are. the visit of Theodora’s old pals 


to her bedchamber and the tri- 
une over the mob in the closing 
att... 3 
do Saget beget < he 
priately ve an chae 
Galloway is a handsome Alaric, 
the brave glamor boy of the circus. 
Leslie Barrett’s royal major domo 
does not register its comic poten- 
tial. Rod McClennan makes a sym- 
thetic if unimpressive patriarch. 
ere is a superior. minor contribu- 
tion by Buck Kartalian as the lion 
tamer. : 
PS ge costumes shale make 
e Empress” good seeing, even 
taking the play from Marvin Reiss’ 
Byzantine set. 
Oddly, this one may have more 
possibilities for the color screen 
than it does for the stage. Elem. 


The Sun-Dial 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 21. 
White Barn Theatre uction of 

drama in three acts by 

Features Joanna Roos. Stag 





pighting. Doris S. Einstein; . r 
Shirley. At White Barn Theatre, West- 
. Conn., Aug. 21, °55. 
illard 


Evia ee eee » ssiecedn Michael Reid 
AMP BORIS oo ccoccccccscenrs Joanna Roos 
PRE vcavedecb vices sheds Dolly Jonah 
MR - a don > 4 o Pi cbobe Cae cedd Ma: M 
Findlay Seams ..........-- Karl Weber 
SEE ciasoc ons tu bdbeeed George Peppard 
Baahy §... . coc ccwscevasvese sess Joan Zell 
CRMUNOS “on kstancesncdcnants Pat Malone 





This showcasing at Lucille Lor- 
tel’s White Barn is the first pro- | 
fessional presentation of a play by 
Robert Thom, a young Yale product 
who has several works making the 
rounds. Despite a discouraging 
initial act and awkward direction, 
“The Sun-Dial” serves to introduce 
Thom as a welcome new writing 
talent. 

In a welter of offbeat _relation- 
ships in a house on the Connecticut 
shore, the communications lines 
between the few right characters 
are eventually established. The 
principal neurotic, Amy Seams, has 
had four husbands and is obsessed 
by hatred of her sister, who won 
the love of Amy’s first mate. The 


dead sister’s 15-year-old son has| FE 
been carrying on with the Indian-| N 


Irish housekeeper. The older son, 
a Harvard student, comes home 
with a Radcliffe bride. 

The latter’s fear that her hus- 
band doesn’t really love her is 
encouraged by the frustrated aunt, 
who even tries to promote an affair 
between the young wife and her 
brother-in-law. But the wife re-« 
mains faithful and gains the love 
she wanted. Meanwhile, the venge- 
ful sister’s aged father-in-law, who 
asks only to die under somebody's 
care, finds his answer in the 
housekeeper. At the end all Amy 
Seams has is the hope that she will 
be able to win back the love of her 
fifth husband. 

There are scenes of beauty in 
“The Sun-Dial” and there are 
scenes of good comedy potential. 
With better staging than received 





here (the original director’ becainie 


Reviews | 


ill and the author took over), they 
may very well pay off. 

Although unsure of her lines, 
Joanna effectively achieved 
the obsessed Amy Seams. There 
was superior playing, too, by Dolly 
Jonah as Poppy, the servant; 
Michael Reid and George Peppard 
as the two sons, and Pat Malone as 
the old man. " 

Marcia Morris’ love-starved wife, 
while sometimes delivering a glow, 
was Benerally too mannered. Doris 
Einstein's lighting was helpful. The 
title comes from a John Donne 
line, “And all your graces no more 
use shail have than a sun-dial in a 
grave.” Doiul. 


That Certain Age 


Litchfield, Conn., Aug. 16. 
Leonard Altebeli production of comedy 
in three acts (six scenes) by Charles E. 
Miller. Directed by Altobell; settings by 
W. Engels Smith. At Litchfield (Conn.) 
Summer Theatre, Aug. 16, °55; $2.75 top. 


Dorothy Moody ........-++ Marion ser 
Ernie Wallen ......+s.0+% Ronald e 
Star Moody ......cecsese-:- Pat Hanlon 
Junior Moody .......+.+. Robert Shawley 
Virley Brush ......++... Ray Newcomer 
Joan Moody ......ceseess- Ann Vivian 
Clyde Moody ........+..- George Forre 
Ro Moody ......++. Leonard Altobell 
” SR er Vern ‘on 
Reporter  ...cecetecccces Edward Byrnes 
Camera Man ....esceces-eees Bill 
BMP 5.0 0k eqevsesiyeteus Webb Caye 
Durt Davie. «<0. .0 yes Charles Rem 


Comedy by Charles E. Miller is 
being pre-tested at the Litchfield 
Summer Theatre under the severest 
of conditions. Its opening was 
delayed a day because Hurricane 
Connie’s high winds whipped 
through.the strawhatter, destroying 
the set. A new one had to be made. 

Secondly, one of the leads, Barry 
Martin, suffered a nervous break- 
down during rehearsals and had to 
be replaced. Roy Nilson filled in 
_ re ae On the Nites oe 
the 0 peieey’ nm fell. on 
some hw 4 gebris and broke 
a collarbone. Producer-director 
Leonard Altobell filled the thesp 
gap with script in hand. 

“That Certain Age” is probably 
one of the corniest productions_to 
show up h ts. There’s a dis- 
tinct parallel between “Age” an 
“Time Out for Ginger,” in that 
both. deal with nonconformist 
highschool le 

Acting, writing and direction of 
“Age” are bad, but this much can 
be said for it. It keeps the audience 
continually bellylaughing through 
most of the three acts.. . . 

“Age” deals with a highschool 
youth who is fascinated by the 
horse and buggy. days, “when men 
were men and women were cling- 
ing vines.” His published treatise 
“Rise of Women and Downfall o 
Men,” causes pahdemonium in his 
hometown and turns into a national 
affair. It also causes pandemonium 
in the life of his father, a respected, 
bluenose’ schoolteacher. Seems 


both son and father have the same | t 


first name. The local citizenry 
believes the old man wrote the 


article. 
Robert Shawley (who played the 


'| boy in the bathtub in “Stalag 17” 


on Broadway, the road and in the 


>! film) turns in a commendable job 


as the woman-hating teenager. 
Marion Myser as the mother, 
George Forrest as the grandfather, 
Ann Vivian as the daughter, Ray 
Newcomer as the docile lover, and 


'| Vern Armstrong as the head of the 


school board, turn in adequate 
performances. These could be 
stronger and more stirring with 


| adequate rehearsal and direction. 


Eck. 





Heaven Come 
Wednesday 
Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 18. 


Provincetown Playhouse presentation of 
comedy by Re Lawrence in three 
acts. Directed by Tom Newton. Set, 
Keith Cuerdon; music and dance staged 
by Jean Wheaton Smith. At Playhouse, 
Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 17, °55. 

Miles Jeffers .....cccecces Tom Newton 


Abby Jeffers .......0ee05 Anne Gerety 
Jane Jelfers ....y,eeeeees Eileen Evans 
Miriam Jeffers .....+6.+--- Frosty Snow 
Lottie Hadley .......+. Virginia Thoms 
Coe WEMe oo 02 ceassee Philip Mansour 
Titus Wayne........ Lawrence Greenfield 
Abe Benson ........- Colegate Salsburv 


Cc Perotti 
Judith Roberts 
chaaele th eau ee kate George Morfogen 

2's tals a edna bo 6 tas ale Newell Stark 
Katy Frisell ....... Catherine Huntington 


OD cane aes. eals aeons .. Fyved Levy 
Mrs. Watts ....... Jean Wheaton Smith 
OU * A, 0 oop aaa ade .+... Carl Tasha 
ee, ay Lioyd Ely, Louise Copes 
cee ee, EE eee Fe Mike Steiz 


Trumpeters...Dick Berrio, Dick Hopwood 





Commercial chances of this new 
one ‘by Reginald Lawrence are nil 
in its present form. Set to music, 
as an offbeat folk opera—perhaps. 
There might be the sounds of 
“Dark of the Moon” in it if prop- 
erly mined. As “Heaven Come 
Wednesday” stands now, however, 
it’s thin, sketchy, plot-hungry and 
uneven. And also too short, run- 
ning less than 11% hours. 

Author calls it a comedy, but 
the label fits loosely. Title refers 
to the day of doom a bearded 
prophet has proclaimed from his 
Biblical deductions. Laid in 1843 
in the farm country of upper New 





York state, “Hea Come Wednes- 
day” tries to the religious 
fervor and hysteria of a com- 
munity caught up in fear and 
hastily seeking to atone before 
the world comes to an end. 

Only one hard-headed farmer 
refuses to be stampeded, and his 
is. the single voice reason 
abroad. Even his daughter joins 
the Resurrectionists on the eve of 
her marriage to the hired man, 
and a rival suitor plays it cozy by 
going along because that may be 
one way he can get the girl. His 
rich father dons the white robes, 
too, but makes deals ‘on the side 
protecting himself, just in case. 

Lawrence’s dramatic conven- 
iences are much too pat, and he gets 
little urgency into the quick con- 
versions of the girl. Her call to 
the glory road is sudden, unrea- 
sonable and illogical. When _ the 
great day arrives and nothing hap- 
pens, she is left unmarked and un- 
scarred, goes back to the boy and 
the people return to their work. 
The suggested overtones of trag- 
edy and puzzlement at the unful- 
fillment are nowhere to be found, 
and the point is muted. : 

There is some humor in “Heaven 
Come Wednesday” .and could be 


st} much more, but Lawrence hasn’t 


developed his openings. -The ex- 


. change of passages from the Scrip- 
h}| tures ‘betwen the prophet and the 


farmer is amusing, and the God- 
fearing farmer’s collection of his 
neighbors’ worldly goods until the 
morning when. they’ll be wanting 
and. needing them again has an old 
horse-trading comic flavor, but this 
likewise is much too quickly dis- 
posed of. As a matter of fact, very 


little of the inherent comedy in| RF 


the script gets a decent hearing; 
Lawrence is content to let it ex- 
pire in embryo. — a: 
Played in a single farmyard set, 
big cast is rather limp with the ex- 
ception of Tom Newton, who also 
directed. His performance as the 
hard-headed farmer has a Salty 
tang, but then Newton has the sin- 
gle solid role of the lot. The others 
are pretty much hamstrung with 


straw parts that are stringy and 


strained. Couple of bits by Judith 
Roberts, as the town floozy, and 


d|Fred Levy, as the village nitwit, 


stand out; the others fade into the 
background. Square dance .on 
Halloween night and some hymnals 
and folksongs suggest the possi- 
bilities of “Heaven Come Wednes- 
day” in another form, but even at 
that it'll ned a major reconstruc- 
tion. Cohen, 





I Hear You Singing 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Aug. 18. 
John Hun oducti 


on of comedy 


in three acts (four scenes) by Greer John- 
son. Stars Hunter; features Enid 
Markey, Beve 


rly Bayne, Pavla Truemen, 
ed, Will Geer, Cele 
McLaughlin, Anne-Marie Gayer, Frances 
Helm, Mare May. Staged by Marcelle Cis- 
ney; scenery. John’ Jenson Jr.; special 
ic, 5 Theatre, Sara- 
toga Springs, N. Y¥., Aug. 15, °55; $3.30 


op. 
Nettie Mae Cheevers ......Enid Markey 
Elhannon Swift ...... »«-+-. Daniel Reed 
Belle Swift ........ Cea - Frances Helm 
Tevis BADD... ce cccwedeccess:s Will Geer 
Noreen Stipe ......+ss+-+ Beverly Bayne 
Wyselia Stipe .......2+.+5 Paula Truman 
Mrs. Vernon Creech ........- Doris Rich 
Carol Slade ........-. nne-Marie Gayer 
Mrs. J. Lipsey ...... Cele McLaug 
Roy UME oc ccc bn cvecetess Mare May 
ura DP... SdavsoeGecnve ter 


im 
arbara Ammons ...... Nicolette Huyot 
Roscce Edgar Lyman..Beecher Hammond 


T. J. Tapeey Or. 24. ced eeei Terry Lester 
Morton Slad@ ......+..+++-: Rennie Gabis 
Aga Creech .ncccccscccurs Don Lochner. 
DEINE - ecncb'sisccmcevcs John Jensen Jr. 





The prolific Greer Johnson has 
taken two of his tv offerings as the 
nucleous for his play. They, “The 
Worried Song Birds” and “The -Al- 
mighty Dollar,” may have been 
good fare for the home-viewers, 
but they do not appear hardy 
enough for the rigors of a Broad- 
way try. By the use of a multiple 
stage set and extraneous minor 
characters he has attempted to jell 
the two stories together. It just 
doesn't come off. Unfortunately the 
high spots in the play are not 
numerous enough to overcome the 
loggy pedestrian ones. Some of the 
author’s dialog reaches a high 
plane, touching on the poetic; 
some borders on the banal. 

Johnson's tale revolves about the 
dreams and frustrations of the cit- 
izenry of a small-Kentucky com- 
munity, living in three neighbor- 
ing homes. In the one are two 
spinsters sisters, untrained in mu- 
sic, but with local fame for gospel 
singing. They are catapulted into 
nightclub prominence and_ the 
money necessary for financing a 
new organ in the local church. In 
another home is ensconced a young 
attractive conservatory-trained pi- 
ano teacher, together with a 
mother-indulged idle brother, and 
a mother worried about the where- 
withal for daily living. The third 
houses ‘a neighborly soul, with tall 
tales as to why her one and youth- 
ful love never returned to her, 
after his westward trek. The dif- 
fusion of interest in this assort- 
ment of characters is one of the 
weaknesses of the script, resulting 
in a lack of real sympathy for any 
of the protagonists. 

‘As the ‘work now ‘stands, the 


'Tevis Bibb. 
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story of the frustrated, struggling 
music teacher and her family over- 
shadows the ascendency of the 
hymn-singing sister duo to national 
eminence. Unscrambling the two 
themes and building each of them 
to a full-length play might be the 
answer. 

Honors go to Doris Rich as the 
mother of the piano teacher, Miss 
Rich gives an admirable, fully- 
conceived performance of the 
money-worried ‘matriarch .of two 
pathological offspring. Kim Hun- 
ter, in her early scenes, leaves an 
impression of overacting. This may 
be due to her intensity in build- 
ing up the character for later 
scenes, where she shows what a 
fine actress she is. The part of 
the neighborly Nettie Mae Chee- 
vers is a pushover for Enid Mar- 
key, from whom a dependable in- 
terpretation is always expected. 
Unfortunately, it is the same type 
of character that Miss Markey has 
been cast in all her recent tv-show- 
ings.. Will Geer lends a humorous 
note to the superfluous role of 
Don Lochner rates 
kudos as the selfish, sadistic broth- 
er of the piano teacher. 

Direction by Marcella Cisney is 
adroit and imaginative for the dif- 
ficult requirements of the script. 
John Jenson Jr, turned out a set 
that was perfect for the numerous 
changes of action. Russ. 


Backstage Confidential 


Balitmore, Aug. 17. 


Don Swarin Jr. uction of iv 
in three acts by J —_ 





by Eugene O’Sullivan. At Theatre, 
Lutherville, Md., Aug. 16, °5S5. i . 
Brian Forsyth ,,......:... Edward Sostek 


Richard Johns@n,..... - Vdney G. Stevens 
Oedipus Friedman...... cere: 
Jessica McIntyre ...... ~~ Ruth "Gregory 





This is the 1955 winner of ‘Don 
Swann’s annual playwrighting ‘con- 


test. That fact is the sole distinc- ; Raoul 
tion of this one. The author, John Manuel 


Kingsbridge, calls “Backstage Con- 
fidential” a “new comedy of man- 


ners.” What he delivers is vapid 


and shallow farce. 


An amoral actress ready to 
choose husband No. 7 meets a vir- 
ile actor-playwright and ises 
to finance his play in the es of 
adding him to her boudoir 
tion. The play opens to critical 
derision but is saved when it’s de- 
cided to sell it as “‘the worst play 
ever seen on Broadway.” In the 
interim, the actress loses interest 
in her playwright and returns to 
her first husband, the fast-talking 
producer of the turkey. Altogether, 
it’s the type of smutty, adolescent 
farce used .in recent seasons to 
peddle in the hinterlands. 


Of the valiant cast of five, Syd- 
ney G. Stevens as the hardboiled 
producer is resourceful and ener- 
getic, while Ruth Gregory uses an 
effective, incisive delivery as the 
director of the opus. Lois Hall is 
adequate in the bankrupt part of 
the actress, but Bdward- Sostek 
seems entirely too imitative as the 
actor-playwright. Macgregor Gibb 
has the misfortune of having to 
play a psychoanalysis-hipped dilet- 
tante dubbed Oedipus Friedman. 

Eugene O’Sullivan has staged 
with proficiency, but the script 
offers him a thankless chore. 

Burm. 


Next ef Kin 


Hyde Park, N. Y., Aug. 16. 


Polly Jo McCulloch & George Quick 
roduction of drama in three acts by 
onmnie Coleman. Stars ~Ruth White, 
George Mitchell: features Mary Finney, 
John Conwell, Richard Morse. Staged by 
Fred Sadofi; sets. Edgar Lansbury. At 
Hyde Park (N.Y.) Playhouse, Aug. 16, °55; 
$3.30 top. 


pcs. Serr erey errr ry e Ruth White 
DT O'S eae Mary Doyl 

Gordon Fill ........0000- +» John Conwe 

B Seer Richard Morse 
CML in ais waden » 6.ps George Mitchell 
Wyatt Mitchell ......... Harry Williams 
WR). ide vetaese besoceeveve Mary Finney 
DEED  ctvdens babs 06a66r%—) George Quick 
PBEM co cdcccrrcccesss Katchie Torrence 





Once the background has been 
provided and the character rela- 
tionships have been fully defined, 


Lonnie Coleman’s “Next of Kin” 
becomes moving. In its tryout at 
the Hyde Park Playhouse, an act 
and a half accumulates before the 
involvement is strong enough for 
fhorough audience identification, 
but this still leaves time for mo- 
ments of poignancy and truth. 

It’s a story ahout a poor white 
southern family at a moment of 
dissolution. Two boys and a girl 
have reached the threshold of 
adulthood and are about to try 
their wings. Their mother wants 
to encourage them, yet, in a pa- 
thetically fumbling way, lets good 
intentions be a barrier. The fa- 
ther, however, who has long been 
yearning, for his own independ- 
ence, decides the time has come to 
desert in favor of a younger wom- 
an and no family ties. 

Although signposts are provided, 
and though the characters are 
deftly drawn, it is net until father 
comes home drunk in the second 
act and declares himself, that the 


Ala., homestead is authentic. 


collec-. 





play becomes animate. This is a 
serious handicap that would have 
to be rectified for the play to go 
further commercially. 


As the hopeful, courageous, tor- 
tured mother, Ruth White is ex- 
cellent. Although she is co-starred 
with George Mitchell, who gives a 
subdued but honest portrait of the 
father, both in writing and per- 
formance the play is mostly Miss 
White's. 


As the troubled daughter who - 


will have to settle for second best 
among boy friends, Mary. Doyle 
has good energy and understand- 


ing. John Conwell plays straight- 


forwardly as the oldest son who 
attempts to take over family con- 
trol after the tragic climax, : ai- 
though the sudden vehemence is 
unexpected from the hitherte good- 
natured adolescent. 

Mary Finney, as a chatty neigh- 
ber, has an unesséntial part, and 
the humor of her lines is mostly 
lost as she intrepidly attempts a 
southern accent. Richard Morse as 
the other son, Harry Williams and 
George Quick as swains of the 
daughter, and Katehie Torrence as 
the elder son’s bride round ‘out a. 
competent cast. 

Polly Jo McCulloch and George 
Quick have provided a good proe 
duction. Fred Sadoff’s direction 
seems to have been._a labor of love 
and Edgar Lansbury's r-€Xe 
terior set of the Montegomery, 


Geor. 





The Crime of Innocence 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J., Aug. 18. 

tin tees a ie ee Vein ‘Stared by 
Herbert Machiz; special music be John 


3; setting, Paul Georges; ting, - 
Peter Stander. At Lakeside Theatre, Lake 
Hopatcong, N.J., Aug. 15, Ke Mee top. 
md Wow Ceedvb wens etx — — 

Gabriels | 2.2.02.7.--1 Sake Gee 
Father Julio 20000077 ‘ Robert ‘Jacquin 
See ste cove seeesvesss- Mario Gallo 

Fabie Dn eng : Take ‘Babbitt 
Salomon ............ goa m Sheidy 
Alfonsina ....... Ji s es one Jean Weaver 
Angel ....., she .. arol Brown 
SIGUPOTTCUN® so onk.00000s oho Irma Hurley 
a ae Le te ti awéteas Vallo 

. RS > anc caw hecmeemesé George Hogan 





There seems to be more potency 


to Norman Vein’s “The Crime of ; 


Innocence” than has been fully 
realized on the Lakeside Theatre 
stage. In spite of scrupulous direc- 
tien by Herbert Machiz, the actors 
generally have not been able to 
fulfill the piay’s demands. White 
there is, serious urevenness in the 
script, as evidenced by an almost 
patternlike repetition of action- 
talk - action- talk, the ingredients 
for solid emotional impact are at 
hand. — 

Vein is at his best in those 
quietly persuasive moments when 
he is trusting his story’s essential 
simplicity. In a fishing village in 
southern Chile there is an ingenu- 
ous Indian girl from the hills whe 
has recently married an amiable, 
if rather slow, fisherman. Because 
she bathes in the ocean, the girl 
becomes the target of suspicion 
and hate when the fish are all 
caught dead. A young priest, new 
to the village, and doubtful of his 
own capacities, mediates matters, 
but when it is learned that. the 
girl is pregnant without ever hav- 
ing shared her husband’s bed, the 
story moves. to a tragic denoue- 
ment, the priest’s best efforts be- 
ing unable to overcome native sue 
perstition. 

Although the pivotal role would 
seem to he that of the girl, it is 
the priest’s contention with the 
villagers that provides the most 
acute conflict. In moments of re- 
flection and revelation, Robert 
Jacqin’s performance of the trou- 
bled clergyman is affecting, but 
credibility is: lost when, in mo- 
ments of righteous anger, he is 
induced to substitute vocal volume 
for emotional intensity. 

As the mountain girl whose sim- 
plicity causes her own destruction, 
Rachel Armour has the right qual- 
ity, but her performance has a 
curious stiffness and introversion 
as if it were the result of direc- 
tion rather than of her own in- 
sight. 

Miriam Goldina (translator of 
“Stanislavsky Directs’) is vigorous 
aS a village woman whose strength, 
hatred and envy precipitate the 
crisis. Robert Carricart swaggers 
uninhibitedly though the role of a 
truculent fisherman who goads the 
padre to violence, and Albert 
Paulson is the simple peasant who, 
in a tender scene, forgives his hill 
girl wife. 

Paul Georges’ seacoast setting 
provides the correct atmosphere, 
with a good assist from Peter 
Stander’s lighting. In his direc- 
tion, Machiz has avoided fussiness, 
but he has not been able to elicit 
the required excitement from his 
company. 

As a commercial prospect, 
“Crime,” with compression and 
careful casting could be a prospect 
for off-Broadway. Main _ stem 
chances seem dimmer and would 
depend to a large extent on ideal 
casting of the priest. Geor. 
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Kismet's’ 4-Week 2586 Sets Mark 
For L.A. Civie; ‘Sea’ Slow $11,500 





Los Angeles, Aug. 23, + 


“Kismet” did a mighty $258,500 
for its four-week engagement at 
the Philharmonic, both the stand 
and the final frame last week 
reaching an alltime high for the 
L. A. Civic Light Opera Assn. 
Three other shows competed for 
local patronage, all managing to 
show from fair to good. CLO’s 
fourth of the season, “Plain and 
Fancy,” opens this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Kismet, Philharmonic Aud (4th 
wk) (2,670; $4.90) (William John- 
son, Elaine Malbin, Julie Wilson). 


$65,000. 
Katherine Dunham Dancers, 
Greek Theatre (4,400; $4) Okay 
$36,500. 

Lunatics and Lovers, Carthay 
Circle (1st wk) (1,518; $3.85) (Mel- 
ville Cooper, Marjorie Lord, Casey 
Adams). Good P aay 9 

_A Day By the Sea, Huntington 
Hartford — (ist 5 days) (1,032; 
$4.95) (Jessica Tandy, Hume 
Cronyn, Dennis King). Mild 
$11,500. 


‘RAINBOW’ $14,755 - 
AT PROVIDENCE TENT 


Providence, Aug. 23. 

Despite huge rains and hurri- 
eane press ‘radio scares, which 
| a big kink in two weeks of this 

rst year’s operation, the Warwick 
Musical Tent Theatre, has proven 
a top draw hereabouts. The 2,024- 
seat go reputedly largest in the 
country, 
$3.60 top. 





Plains are already being 


mulled for an extension, next year, | 


of the current 10-week season. 
Tent, being backed by Burton 
Bonoff, Ben Segal, Stanton Shif- 
man and Robert Lappin, has a Tes- 
ident company of 20 and is swelled 
each week with Broadway names. 
“Annie Get our Gun” introed 
the tent to this area, and played 
to $8,500 biz. This climbed steadily 
the | sixth production, 
ou Were Here,” gross hit 
$16,500 and the black. Saturday 
—_— take for that show hit $4,500. 
Finian’s ‘\Rainbow,” which 
closed Saturday (20), grossed $14,- 
755, with mest of: that take 
squeezed into the first three days, 


as Diane’s fringe rains cut heavily | ¢35 


into usually hot weekend biz. 


Current British Shows 


LONDON 
(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Bad Seed, Aldwych (4-14-55. 
Bell, Book, C ie, Phoenix (10-5-54), 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Can-Con, Coliseum (10-1 





a 
Crazy G 
Desperate 

Wales 12055). 
cece’ Here & There, Royal Ct. (6-29). 
Happy Returns, New Water n=. 
intimacy ” 8:30, Criterion «€4- 
King and |, Drury Lane (10-8-53), 
Kismet, Stoll (4-20-55). 
Mr, Pennypacker, New (5-18-55), 

Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52), 

Mrs. Willie, Globe 1755) 
tty 3 Angels, Lyric (-12- an 

Nina, Haymarket (7-27-55). 

Refuctant Deb, Cambridge (5-24-55). 
Sailer Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 

Sfiad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Separate Tables, St. James’s (9-22-54), 

Shadow of Poubt, Saville (7-7-55). 
Shakespeare Rep., Palace (7-21-55). 
Spiner’s Web, Woy (12-14-54). 

k of veem Adelphi (11-17-54) 
Tesheuse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54). 
Tiger At Gates, Apollo (6-2-55). 

20 Mins. South, St. Mart. (7-13-55), 
Waiting For Godot, Arte -3-55) 
Wild Thyme, York’s 4-55). 

$s HEDULED OPENINGS 

Dead on 9%, Westminster (8-24-55). 
Water Gypsies, Wint. Gard. (8-31- 55). 
Kettle & Moon, eT ee «9-1-55). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Home & Away, Garrick (7-19-55). 


TOURING 
Alibi 


Book of the Month 

Buccaneer 

Call of the Fiesh 

Clerambard 

Bouble Crossin 

rege B. With 
ight 


Florodera 

Guys and Dolls 

Jazz Festival 

daz Train 

doy of Living 
Kathteen 

Kinioch Players 
Ladies for Hire 
Lilac Time 

Love From Judy 
Manor of Northstead 
Men and Woman 
Moen Is Bive 

Mr, Kettle & Mrs. Moon 
Old Vic 

Pardon My Claws 
Patience 

Postman’s Kn 

in Candlelight 
South Pacific 

Water Gipsies 
Wedding in Paris 





eatrice Lillie 





Jerome Mayer, who directed and 
eo-produced “Lullaby” on Broad- 
way last season, is staging the last 
h.if of the season at the Corning 
(N.Y.) Summer Theatre ... Buck 
Kartalian appearing at the West- 
port (Conn.) County Playhouse 
this week in “The Empress,” star- 
ring Geraldine Page. 





ciety are presenting a tea for 


operates with a $1.20-} 





Birmingham Area Gets 


Ist Historical Pageant ' 


Birmingham, Aug. 23. 
This. area’s first historical pag- 
eant opens tonight (Tues.) on the 
grounds of a Southern shrine here 
at Arlington. Title of the pageant, 
by local playwright Lulie Hard 
McKinley, is “Arlington Episode.” 
Story concerns Wilson’s raiders, 
who took Jones Valley here and 
occupied Arlington house as a base 

to raid Selma and Montgomery. 


James Hatcher is directing the 
production, with a east featuring 
area talent, including several from 
radio and tv. Event will be re- 
peated through Friday night. Event 
is tied in with the first Birming- 
ham showing of the film, “Girl 
Rush,” and the appearance of song- 
writer Hugh Martin and star Rosa- 
lind Russell. The Arlington His- 
torical Assn. and Antiquarian So- 


Martin, a native, and Miss Russell 
Aug. 25, at Arlington. Local stores’ 
are tying in with extensive fashion 
promotion, 


‘Game’ $50,400, 
D'Oyly 376, SF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 23. 

Fourth week of “Pajama Game” 
at the Curran continued sellout, 
and the third Geary frame for the 
D’Oyly Carte Co. was good. - Only 
soft spot was the New York City 
Ballet at the Opera House. 

Estimates for Last Weck 

Pajama Game, Curran ‘4th wk) 
($4.40; 1,758) (Fran Warren, Larry 
Douglas, Buster West). Sellout 
at almost $50,400 

D’Oyly Carte ‘Cn, Geary (3d 
wk) ($4. 40: 1,550). Fine $37,000. 

New York City Ballet, Opera 
House (ist wk) ($5; 3,250). Fair 





‘TEAHOUSE’ $55,200 
AT DALLAS STATE FAIR 


Dallas, Aug. 23. 

“Teahouse of the August Moon” 
had its best touring week at th 
State Fair Musicals here, showing 
a hefty $55,200 for the first seven 
performances through last Sunday 
(21). Show, co-starring Burgess 
Meredith and Scott McKay, closes 
out the 14th summer season next 
Sunday (28) at the air-conditioned 
State Fair Auditorium. “Tea- 
house,” first non-musical staging 
here, is scaled at the usual $3.75 
top here in the 4,285-seat house. 

Big b.o. is the third best of the 
12-week season. “South Pacific” 
holds a $62,400 first week and $78,- 
000 second week earlier this sum- 
mer. Record $502,000 budget went 
into the black after two weeks of 
“One Touch of Venus,” Aug. 1-14, 
and fortnight’s b.o. of “Teahouse” 
easily makes 1955 a record-break- 
ing season here. “Venus,” produced 
here by managing director Charles 
R. Meeker Jr., will be reprised this 
Saturday (27) in an NBC-TV 90- 
minute showing from New York, 
with the same cast. 


Alda May Star in Italo 
Musical Comedy in Oct. 


Rome, Aug. 16. 

Robert Alda, lead in Broadway’s 
original “Guys and Dolls,” who 
follows up his local pic stint in 
“Most Beautiful Girl in the World,” 
opposite Gina Lollobrigida, after 
his reprise of “Guys and Dolls” in 
Las Vegas, will be back in Italy 
this October to star in an Italian 
musical comedy. 

According to the Trinca organi- 
zation, sponsors of the fall offer- 








e > 7 
‘Cadillac’ $15,500 For 

- . J e,@ 
Seven in Twin Cities 

Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 
Even  recordbreaking - August 
heat, with temperatures of 98, plus 
an non-airconditioned theatre, 
eouldn’t cook the boxoffice goose 
of “The Solid Gold Cadillac,” with 


Ruth McDevitt, opening the legit 
season here. 


At the 1,850-seat Lyceum at $3.85 


for three nights and a matinee. 
Previously, atraction pulled $6,900 
for two nights and a matinee at 
the same scale at the airconditioned 
2,800-seat St. Paul Auditorium, giv- 
ing it an okay $15,500 total for the 
Twin Cities week of five days. 
Show was traveling. Monday and 
didn’t play that night. 

“Cadillac” is holding over at the 
Lyceum for four more nights and 
another matinee through Thursday 
(25) with no Sunday perform- 
ances, so that it will have a full 
week of seven days here. 


‘King’ Hot $43,400 
In Third D.C. Wk. 


Washington, < 23. 
“King and I” eontinues its ter- 
rific boxoffice pace at the National 





4 Theatre. Third week wound up 


with a boff $43,400 for the 1,677- 
seat theatre. 

House, which is scaled to $4.95 
Friday and. Saturday nights and 
$4.40 for the remainder of the 
week, went clean every perform- 
ance but Monday and Tuesday 
nights last week. Best-known 
guests during the third semester 
were Sec. of State John Foster 
Dulles and family. Musical moves 
on to Pittsburgh after completing 
two more Washington weeks, al- 
though it could continue profitable 
business here for a longer period. 


L’ville Amphi’s Season 
Winds to Snappy Close 
With $27,000 ‘Pacific’ 


Irequois Amphitheatre wound 
up its seven-week season with 
“South Pacific,” the h.o. stanza 
grossing a pleasing $27,000. Previ- 
ous week the Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein piece topped the 17-year rec- 
ord of the open-air spot with a 
whopperoo $45,000. Out-of-towners 
made up the bulk of the audience 
for the final week, parties coming 
from near and distant ints in 
Kentucky and Indiana. Critics were 





€| generous in praising the show, and 


a seasoned cast delivered a ‘bangup 
performance. 


Mary LaRoche as “Nellie” and 
Allen Gerrard as “Emile” were 
standout in the lead roles. Others 
were Juanita Hall, Leonard Stone, 
and Stanley Grover, in support. 

Denis Du-For was in charge of 
production, and shows were staged 
by Arthur Sireom. Edward Hunt 
was musical and choral director: 
John Hanny, scenic designer, and 
Theodore J. Adolphus, choreog- 
rapher. 





Margo Jones’ Death 
Seen Loss to Writers 


New York. 
Editor VARIETY: 

The recent tragic death of Margo 
Jones will be a serious loss to the 
Broadway of the future. Broadway 
talks about helping the new talent- 
ed writer—Margo Jones did some- 
thing about it. 

As director of 
Workshop units, 


the Comedy 


vout the country, I know the need 
for leadership in community the- 
atre, the need for encouragement 
for new writers—both of comedy 
and drama. If there were a Margo 
Jones in. every community, we 
would have no worries about the 
future of the Broadway theatre, or 
cummunity theatre, or away-from- 
Broadway theatre. 


The theatre can thrive — with 





ing, Alda will appear with An- 
dreina Pagnani, Giuseppe Calin- | 
dri and Giulietta  Masiero, in | 
a musical patterned after Yank 
musical comedies, titled “La 
Signora Chiare di Luna” (“Lady 
Moonlight”). Giovannini and 
Garinei are writing the book, 
which will have lyrics by Gorni 
Kramer. Debut is skedded in 
Turin early in November, and then 
probably will move to Rome's 
Eliseo Theatre for the holidays. 





proper leadership. Margo Jones 
gave it leadership. Her loss is a 
great one to both “theatre” and 
the talented new writers whom 
she continually espoused. 

Broadway should create a Mar- 
go Jones Memorial to remind us 
of the leadership she gave in de- 
veloping new playwrights, in 
creating a “better mousetrap” in 
Dallas to which the world beat a 
path. 

George Q. Lewis 


Late Summer Biz Perks B’way B.0.: 
‘Skin’ SRO $32,100 (7), ‘Game’ $50,800, 
Fanny’ $50,300, ‘Stockings’ $48,200 





top, it grossed a fairly good $8,600 





which are being, 
formed in principal cities through- | 





‘Town’ Lightweight 356 
For Kaycee Starlight 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

Starlight Theatre closed its ninth 
production of the outdoor musical 
season Sunday night (21) as “Won- 
derful Town” proved lightweight at 
the boxoffice. Biz was off to a slow 
start, and although it climbed dur- 
ing the week of favorable evening 
weather, it could not get up enough 
momentum in the short seven-day 
stand to top the average mark. It’s 
take of $35,000 is about bottom for 
the season. 

“Town” had cast’ including 
Helena Bliss, Betty Gillett, Joan 
Kibrig, Chris Robinson, Jordan 
Bentley, Ted Beniades and Joseph 
Macauley. 

“South Pacifie” as the 10th and 

final production of the seasen 
opened Monday night (22) to sock 
biz, and is expected to reach or 
top record figures for its two-week 
run. 
“Pacific” cast includes Jeanne 
Bal. Webb Tilton, Fredd Wayne, 
Evans Thornton, Ted Beniades, Jim 
Hawthorne, Helena Bliss and Nina 
Gallagher. 


‘Can-Can’ $35,400 
As Chicago Loner 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

“Can-Can,” the Loop’s solo legit 
entry, held steady last week de- 
spite the return of the heatwave 
the last half of the frame. , 

Window sales open this week for 
“Teahouse of the August Moon” 
which arrives at the Erlanger Sept. 
7 for a run.on Theatre Guild-Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription. 
Next in is the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co. at the Blackstone Sept. 13 for 
two weeks. 

Estimate for Last Week 

Can-Can, Shubert (3d wk) ($5.95; 
2,100). Nearly $35,400 (previous 
week, $35,700). 


‘PACIFIC’ WHAM $63,000 
IN ST. LOUIS AL FRESCO 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 

“South Pacific” is in its second 
and final week in the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s al fresco theatre 
in Forest Park, and will bring the 
season to a close Sunday (28). 
Record - breaking crowds have 
greeted what is the best attraction 
of the season in the 11,937 house 
at $3 top, Saturday (20) set an all- 
time attendance mark, with 12,137, 
and the first ended with a wham- 
mo $63,000. 

Kyle Mac Donnell, Richard 
Eastham, Benny Baker and Dor- 
othy Franklin are standouts in a 
cast that includes Norman Mac- 
Kaye, Eugene Dorian, Joe Cusa- 








nelli, Harry Weber, Christine Pal-; 


mer and Lewis Boylard. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 22-Sept. 3) 
Bus Stop—Aud., Central City. Col. 
(22-3), 


Can-Can—Shubert, Chi. (22-3). 

Day By the Sea (Jessica Tandy. Hume 
Cronyn, Dennis King, Aline MacMahon)-— 
Huntington Hartford, L. A. (22-3). 

D’‘Oyly Carte—Biltmore, L. A. (22-3). 

King and | (Patricia Morison)—National. 
Wash. (22-3). 

Pajama 
Douglas, 
(22- 


3). 
Solid Gold Cadillac—L yeeum, Mpls. (22- 
25); Royal Alexandra, Toronto (29-3). 





(Wran Warren, Larry 
West)—Curran, S. F. 


Game 
Buster 


Teahouse of the August Moon Purges | } 


Meredith, Scott McKay)—State Fair, Dal- 
las (22-28); Victoria, K. C. (30-3), 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres indicated if set) 


Catch a Star, Plymouth (9-6). 
Othelle, City Center (9-7). 

Henry IV, City Center (9-21), 

Day By the Sea, ANTA (9-26). 
D‘Oyly Carte, Shubert (9-27). 
Maurtce Chevalier, Lyceum (9-28). 
View From Bridge, Coronet (9-29). 
Young and Beavtiful, Longacre (10 2). 
Tiger at Gates, Plymouth (10-4). 
Goat Isiand, Fulton (10-4). 

Diary of Anne Frank, Cort (10-5). 
Sieep of Prisoners (10-5). 

Weoden Dish, Booth (10-6). 

Red Roses For Me (10-12). 

Rock Hunter, Belasco (10-12). 
Desk Set, Broadhurst (10-13). 
Heavenly Twins (10-19). 

No Time For Sgts., Alvin (10-20). 
Comedie Francaise, B’way (10-25). 
Chalk Garden, Barrymore (10-26). 
Revben, Revben, ANTA (11-8). 
Child of Fortune (11-9). 

Hatful of Rain, Lyceum (11-9). 
Deliteh, Wint. Gard. (11-10). 
Lark, Longacre (wk. 11-14). 

Janus, Plymouth (11-24), 








* The summer slump is over on 


Broadway. That’s indicated by a 
steady climb in business the Sak 
two frames. Receipts last week 
took a sizeable ony over the tal- 
lies of the previous stanza, with a 
continuation of the bullish pattern 
expected 

There were no closings last 
week, with “Skin of Our Teeth,” 
the sole opener. There are no 
preems this stanza. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number, of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of tax., 

Ankles Aweigh, Hellinger (MC) 
(18th wk; 144; $6.90; 1,513; $55,- 
900). Over $14,800 (previous week, 
$14,500); selling tickets until Sept. 
15 en a special “family plan,” en- 
abling a ticket purchaser to pay 
the full price for one ticket and 
half-price for as many as five more. 

Anniversary Waltz, Booth (C) 
(72d wk; 571; $4.60; 766; $20,000). 
Just $11,200 on twofers (previous 
week, $10,000 on twofers); closes 
mee 24, to tour. 

Seed. Coronet (D) a Ba. 
Soa; $5.75-$4.60; 998; 00) 
(Nancy Kelly). Nearty ‘sistocd. on 
twofers ‘previous week, $15,200 on 
twofers); tentatively scheduled to 
close Sept. 17, to tour. 

Boy Friend, Royale (MC) (47th 
wk; 371; $6.90; 1,050; $38,200). Al- 


A most $21, 200 (previous week, $18,- 


400). 
’ Bus Stop, Music Box (CD) (25th 
wk; 198; $5.75-$4.60; 1,010; $27.- 


811). Nearly $23,900 (previous 
week, $22,500 

Cat on a Hot = Roof, Morosco 
(D) (22d wk; 172; $6.90-$5.75; 946; 


$31,000) Bn boon Bel Geddes. Buri 
— Over capacity again, nearly 


Damn Yankees, 46th St. (MC) 
(16th wk; 124; $8.05-$7.50; 1,297; 
£50.573) (Gwen an oe Over ca- 
pacity again, topped $50,800. 

Fanny, Majestic (MD) (42d wk; 
332; $7.50; 1,655; $62,968) (Ezio 
Pinza, Walter Slezak). Nearly $50,- 
300 (previous week, $46,400). 

Inherit the Wind, National (D) 
(18th wk; 140; $5.75-$4.60; 1,162; 
$31,300) (Paul Muni). Almost $30,- 
600 (previous week, $28.100). 

Lunatics & Lovers, Broadhurst 
(C) (36th wk; 288; $5.75-$4.60: 
1,182; $29.500).. Nearly $12,000 on 
twofers (previous week, $9,900 on 
twofers). 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(67th wk; 532; $6.90; 1,615; $52,- 
118) (John Raitt, Eddie Foy Jr., 
Helen Gallagher). Over $50, 800 
(previous week, $47,000). 

Plain and Fancy, Winter Garden 
(MC) {30th wk; 236; $6.90; 1,494; 
$55,672). Almost $33, 800 (previous 
week, $29,900). 

Silk Stockings Imperial (MC) 
(26th wk; 204; $7.50: 1.427: $57.- 
800) (Hildegarde Neff. Don Ame- 
che). Nearly $48,200 (previous 
week, $40,100). 

Skin of Our Teeth, ANTA Thea- 
tre (CD) (Ist wk; 6; $5.75; 1.347; 
$38,000) (Helen Hayes, Mary Mar- 
tin, George Abbott, Florence 
Reed). Opened last Wednesday 
(17) to six favorable reviews: (At- 
kinson, Times; Coleman, Mirror; 
Kerr, Herald Tribune; McClain. 
Journal-American; Pepper, World 
Telegram; Watts, Post) and one 
;} negative (Chapman, News); over 
| capacity, topped $32,100 for first 
six performances and one preview. 

Teahéuse of the August Moen, 
| Beck (C) (97th wk; 781: $6.22- 
| $4.60: 1,214; $33,608) (Eli Wallach, 
| John Beal). Over $27,900 (previous 
| week. $25,100). 

Witness for the Prosecution, 
Miller (D) (36th wk; 284: $5.75= 
| $4.60: 946; $23,248). Over $21,100 
(‘previous week, $18,300). 

Reopening This Week 





| Anastasia, Lyceum (D) (29th 
wk; 230; $5.75-$4.60; 995) (Viveca 
| Lindfors, Cathleen Nesbitt). Re- 
lopened Iast Monday (22) night 
jafter a_ five-week vacation and 
; closes Sept. 24 to tour. 


OFF-BROADWAY 
(Figures denote opening daces) 
La Ronde, Circle in Square (2- 

27-55). 
Mornings at Seven, Cherry Lane 


(6-22-55); closing Sept. 11. 
Shaw Festival, G’n’w’ch Mews 
(7-21-55). 





Trial, Provincetown (6-14-55). 
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LEGITIMATE 


») Show On Broadway. 


The Skin of Our Teeth 
Robert: Whitehead revivel, sponsored b: 
the American ‘National Theatre & a. 

emy, of comedy: in three acts, by Tho 

Wilder. Stars Helen Hayes. M-ry Martin, 
George Abbott, Florence Reed: features 
Don Murray, Heller Hilda » Frank sil- 
vera. Staged by Alan Schne'der; scenery, 
Lester Polakov; ccstumes. Helene Pons; 





lighting, Feder. At’ ANTA | Plavhouse, 
at & Aug. 17, °55; $5.75 top ($5.99. open- 
ng). 
‘Annbepices” vebaussbene.gaee Earl George 
Sabina... ... ...s.+ese+4e.+_. Mary Martin 
Mr. Fitzpatrick ...,...... P-»l M n 
Mrs. Anrobus ........ «.+-. Helen Hayes 
DINQSAUr .. 1. sdeccuebeors inie rrows 
—. SR oh mc Acne 2 Taffe 

e TT ER ereman 
Gaeaen + rex eeeseeees Heller Halliday 


Don Murray 
George Abbott 
Frank Hsmilton 


Professor .......0++: Jonatton Anerson 
Bn APS bare F Frank Silvera 
Homer PT Ss eee Howerd Fischer 


Muses Eileen Lear, Frances Sternhagen, 
Maud Schearer 

rum Majorets. Norma Venev, Alice Fay 
eries Boaz 
Maud Scheerer 
Florence Reed 
Fronk Silvera 
Earl George 


ee 


Chair Pusher ._........ 
Broadcast Official........ 


ee eT re Frank Hamilton 
red Bailey .........+00+ Howard Fischer 
WOOT ibn cence co weee eee Moud Scheerer 
See ee ee eRe tae Vinie Burrows 
Mr. Trema Frank Silvera 


7d Enfly Cobb, Jack Delmcente, 
John Dorman, vid Elliott, Tom 
Geroghty, Lily Lodge, Richard O'Neil, 
Ann Stanwell. : 





Thanks to “Salute to France,” 
the first show of the new Broad- 


. ‘way season is a gem. Robert White- 


head’s revival of Thornton Wilder’s 
distinguished comedy of 1942 is 
more pertinent and compelling, and 
seemingly even etter done, than 
originally. It’s enjoyable, memor-. 
able theatre. 

With a “dream” cast headed by 
Helen Hayes, Mary Martin, George 
Abbott and Florence Reed, the 
show was sent to the Paris Festival 
of the Arts early this summer. as 
part of a “Salute. to France” ex- 
change program of the American 
National Theatre & Academy, The 
general idea was a sort of cultural 
counter-offensive in the fields of 
drama, music, dance, fine arts, etc., 
to the consistent propaganda war- 
fare waged in recent years by the 
Soviets. 

- Although opinions have. differed 
as to the effectiveness ‘of “Skin” 
as international artistic ammuni- 
tion, the show is superb entertain- 


-ment for Broadway. The Wilder 


tribute to mankind offers the rare 
combination of infectious comedy 
and poignant drama. The values of 
the revival are strikingly different 


’ from Michael Myerberg’s original 


Broadway production, in which 
Fredric March, Tallulah Bankhead, 
Florence Eldridge and Miss Reed 


_ were costarred under Elia Kazan’s 


direction. But the effect seems 
equally stimulating and, unless the 
memory of 13 years ago is faulty, 
even more searching and touching. 

As might be expected Miss 
Hayes- gives new dimension and 
force to the role of Mrs. Antrobus, 
the eternal wife and mother, which 
a as the most important in 
the play. Her unerring touch gives 
the comedy lines captivating value 
and her warm, authoritative play- 
ing of the emotional scenes tends 
to add stature and personal im- 
pact to the whole drama. : 

As Sabina, the maid and siren 
who symbolizes man’s urge for en- 
joyment, Miss Martin is deft and 
delightful. Her playing has grace 
and gaiety, although she lacks the 
lustiness that made Miss Bank- 
head’s performance of the role so 
vivid. 


Abbott, who accepted the part 
of Mr. Antrodbus as a kind of lark 


(hardly dreaming that it might ulti- 
mately involve him in a tour and 
appearances on Broadway and tele- 
vision) gives a surprisingly relaxed 
performance as the epitome of 
man’s resourcefulness and rugged 
will to survive. If there’s a sugges- 
tion of intellectualism, rather than 
instinctive actor ego-projection in 
the portrayal, it is nevertheless im- 
pressively honest and skillful. The 
stint is a sort of sentimental 
“comeback” as an actor for Abbott, 
after 21 years as a top director, 
producer and author. 

Miss Reed, repeating her original 
performance as the ominous for- 
tune teller, again makes the essen- 
tially minor role a forceful stand- 
out. In secondary parts, Don Mur- 
ray is convincingly emphatic as the 
destructive Antrobus son, played 
originally by Montgomery Clift; 


Heller Halliday, Miss Martin’s 
daughter is. appealing as _ the 
daughter, played originally by 


Frances Heflin; Frank Silvera is 
persuasive in the triple assign- 
ments of a judge, a boardwalk 
wheelchair pusher and a Shake- 
Spearean actor, and there are 
notable bits by Paul Morrison as a 
harried stage manager and Fred 
Kareman as a personality Western 
Union messenger. 

Alan Schneider's staging is imag- 
inative and admirably fluid, Lester 
Polakov’s impressionistic scenery 





seems just right, Helene Pons’ cos- 








tumes are helpful and __ Feder’s 

lighting. is \expressive. ; 
‘The show, opening: last Wednes- 
day night (17), plays twe and a half 
weeks through Sept. 3 and is slated 
for telecast Sept. 11 on ‘‘Producer’s 
Showcase.” It may be interesting 
to note thé reaction of the mass tv 
audience to this basically «iniple 
and eloquent, but puzzling-in-detail 
paean of courage. gd, faith i 
: obe. 


Off-B’way Show. . 


An Evening With Shaw 


Greenwich Mews production of a one- 
act play by (and excerpts from) George 
Bernard Shaw. Staged by Eli Rill: set- 
ting, Maurice Bugeaud.. At Greenwich 
Mews Theatre, N. Y., Aug. 19, % 

Excerpts: Mamie Jones, Tony Frost. 

“Village Wooing”: Janine Manatis, Rob- 
erts Blossom. 














While it may be redundant to 
say that. George Bernard Shaw 
knew better than most of his peers 
how to spoof the battle of the 
sexes, “Village Wooing” raises 


the issue, being GBS at his frothi- 
est. The production of this three- 
scene one-acter at Greenwich 
Mews, provides an hour and a half’s 
respite from the weather (despite 
the closeness of the low-ceilinged 
auditorium). In this torrid season 
that’s a boom. 

Second program of the Mews’ 
Shaw festival, “Wooing” is candid- 
ly called “three conversations.” 
While GBS was not one to be 
shortwinded, he has kept these 
gambits pithily caustic. In this 
particular approach to the -male- 
female struggle, there is a remark- 
able similarity to the Thurber at- 
tack. The spoofing is in earnest 
and the observer must laugh at 
himself. 


The first conversation transpires | 


on a world cruise ship with the 
gir] baiting her. trap for a grave 
writer of travel books. In conver- 
sation No, 2, he, poor dim-witted 
male, wanders innocently into the 
English shop where she waits on 
trade. In conversation three, the 
banns are posted. 

In less adroit hands than Shaw’s, 
this fable could be tame. As. it is, 
after a lively start on shipboard, 
there is a marked deceleration 


during the second talkfest, but he} y? 


comes back strong for the finish, 
even injecting eloquence into his 
lampoon. 


Under Eli Rill’s perky direction, 
Janine Manatis and Roberts Blos- 
som handle the dialogs with flair 
and aplomb. They are excellent 
foils for each other, her ebullience 
being nicely counterbalanced by 
his calculated apathy. If either 
fares better, it is probable that 
Miss Manatis’ charm and enormous 
energy give her the edge (even as 
Shaw intended), but Blossom’s tim- 
ing is good for his due quota of 
laughs. For the two actors and 
their director, the small trilogy is 
a minor tour-de-force. 


Excerpts from four -late Shaw 
plays preface the program. Mamie 
Jones and Tony Frost do the read- 
ings, Miss Jones being a particu- 
larly cheerful performer. Frost 
also does the narration for “Woo- 
ing,” being casiial almost to a 
fault. Geor. 


Show Out of Town 


A Day by the Sea 
Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Huntington Hartford & Stephen Mitchell 
he ge of drama in three acts by 
N. C. Hunter. Stars Jessica Tandy, Hume 
Cronyn, Dennis King; 
MacMahon, Halliwell Hobbes, Megs 
Jenkins, Leo Britt, Veronica Cole, John 
W. Austin, Barclay Hodges, Staged by 
Cedric Hardwicke: sets, Jay Krause. At 
Huntington Hartford Theatre, Hollywood, 
Aug. 16, 55; $4.95 top. 
Aline MacMahon 


Laura Anson ......... 

David Anson Halliwell Hobbes 

Julian Anson Hume Cronyn 

DOOtOr WavIee oo. cccadkccess Dennis King 

Frances Farrar Jessica Tandy 
Veronica Cole 


Elinor Eddison 
Toby Eddison Barcley Hodges 
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Humphrey Caldwell ....... Leo Britt 
Miss Mathieson ..........+4 Megs Jenkins 
William Gregson ........ John W. Austin 





This N. C. Hunter drama re- 
portedly ran for 18 months in Lon- 
don, proving the English are more 
capable of absorbing sound and 
fury signifying nothing than are 
audiences over here. A study in 
frustrations, “A Day By the Sea” 
is a garrulous play filled with aim- 
less characters who do nothing but 
bare their souls in a voluble fash- 
ion that makes one wonder how 
the English ever achieved their 
reputation for tactiturnity, 


The cast presented here, prior to 
a Broadway opening, is truly bril- 


liant and at times the sheer joy in 


watching such fine displays of 
thespic skill almost kids the viewer 
into thinking something is about 


to happen. But at best it is a dim 
hope never realized. 

here is the slightest hint of a 
dramatic . situation when Hume 
Cronyn, playing a First Secretary 
in the. British Foreign Office, 
learns that he has been transferred 
from an important | spony imarily 
because no one likes him. He 
loquaciously studies hiraself and 
realizes that he has been somewhat 
of a martinet who has forgotten 
how to play. His clumsy efforts at 
the latter somehow bring him to 
the opinion that he is in love with 
his former child playmaate, Jessica 
Tandy, a widow and a divorcee 
with a tarnished reputation. But 
she seems to prefer the hopeless- 
nesS of her future, possibly seeing 
it as a happier alternative to being 
talked to death, and rejects him, 
leaving him to be returned to his 
stuffed-shirt mannerisms. 


There is a subplot fhvoiving Den- 
nis King as a-lush doctor content 
to wait upon his one octogenarian 
patient and generally serve as a 
valet around the house, and Megs 
Jenkins, a spinster-governess who 
desperately proposes to King, 
pointing out that after his patient 
dies there is no place for him to 
go but down. But here, too, hope- 
lessness prevails. King stays on and 
Miss Jenkins goes her lonely way. 


Aline MacMahon makes a some- 
what ambiguous role as Cronyn’s 
mother seem to mean something, 
and Halliwell Hobbes_is often mov- 
ing as the old man wistfully await- 
ing death. Leo Britt; John W. 
Austin and moppets Veronica Cole 
and Barclay’ Hodges round out a 
superb cast that manages to stay 
afloat despite the deluge of words. 

Cedric Hardwicke directed, 
achieving fluidity and a high 
degree of sincerity on stage. It 
isn’t his fault that one is left won- 
dering what all the sincerity is 
about. The two sets by Jay Krause 
are imaginatively spade ie 

1 . 
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Mrs. Willie 


London, Aug. 18. 
’ H. M. Tennent Ltd. preduction of far-. 
cical comedy in three acts by Alan Mel- 
ville. Stars Yvonne Arnaud. Directed b. 
Wallace At Globe Theatre, Lon- 
don, Aug. 17, ’55. $2.25 to 


RR Pt HCE Vecane Arnaud 
WED: ee 50 0 ob abans <b. 5° Cyril Raymond 
POGE x #3 veces 0 od 8 «+... Terence Alexander 
PR eas Cinant goin wh? 45 Ann Walford 
Mrs. Gregson .......... Marian § cer 
Lord Allerdale ......... William Mery 
OS eee Carl Jaffe 
MEME Se vasetes es odes ‘James Sharkey 
Nurse Otway ......+...: Daphne Heard 
Mr. Butler. .«+.00.%.3 Michael Nightingale 





Any play with Yvonne Arnaud as 
the central figure has its own in- 
dividual attraction. In this latest 
Alan Melville comedy not only 
would her absence diminish its ap- 

al, it would be almost non-ex- 
istent. As an .exiled menarch 
scheming to get her son reinstated 
on the throne of his ancestors, she 
pulls every trick she knows in tim- 
ing, facial and vocal mannerism 
and incorporating, for the first 
time, her talent as a pianist. The 
result is genial, lightweight enter- 
tainment, particularly for matinee 
audiences. But it is suited only to 
local taste and is unlikely to repeat 
the success of her last vehicle, 
“Dear Charles.” 

Story is written jerkily on a pre- 
posterous theme alternating from 
sheer farce to near drama. “Mrs. 
Willie,” widow of an assassinated 
Balkan ruler, is now married to a 
stolid English farmer, but - pulls 
diplomatic strings at a dinner party 
given for a Foreign Office VIP and 
the republican representative of 
her country, All is set for her son 
to restore: the monarchy but he 
jibs at the prospect, being com- 
pletely Anglicized and newly en- 
gaged to a young neighbor, Step- 
father has had an amorous inter- 
lude with a captivating widow 
while she, it develops, has acquired 
an illegitimate son concurrently, 
which evens matters up. 

Main comedy angle is the fact 
she believes her guests to have 
been poisoned by an anonymous 
gift of caviar, and proceeds to ren- 
der them immune by a disguised 
emetic. Another Baltic coup de’etat 
eancels out her grandiose plans 
and her menfolk settle happily to 
rusticity while she gaily plans an- 
other Continental engagement to 
meet her discreetly secluded 
younger sn, 

Chief support to Miss Arnaud 
comes from Cyril Raymond, as her 
bucolic spouse, and Marian Spen- 
cer, attractive and worldly, as his 
mistress. The’ young couple are 
pleasantly portrayed by Ann Wal- 
ford and Terence Alexander, while 
the political jugglers are convinc- 
ingly represented by William 
Mervyn and Carl Jaffe. James 
Sharkey gives a colorful perform- 
ance as a Hungarian waiter insis- 
tent on maintaining the regal dig- 


nity of his employer, Play is 
skillfully directed by Wallace 
Douglas. Clem. 


| “Pajama 
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Legit Bits 


Richard Skinner filling in as 
company manager on “Pajama 


Game” for Carl Fisher.this week |.An 


and perhaps longer, while latter 
rests from his recent operation. 

Leonard Kantor, whose last show 
on Broadway was “Dead Pigeon,” 
is putting the finishing touches on 
his new vehicle, “One is a: Lonely 
Number,” which formerly went 
under the name of “September 
Blood.” . Between plays, Kantor 
was on the Coast. whipping a scen- 
ario into shape for Sam Goldwyn 
Jr. 

John Koenig, Broadway and Coast 
stage designer, whose last N.Y. 
stint was last season’s “What Every 
Woman Knows” at City Center, is 
spending the summer working on 
the staff of the Virginia State Mu- 
seum, in Richmond, prior to re- 
turning to Frisco in the fall. 

Sammy Schwartz, who did it in 
the national company, is playing 
the lead role of Nathan Detroit in 
“Guys & Dolls” again at Somerset 
Playhouse, Somerset, Mass., all 
this week. 


After a summer that began with 
playing Creon in. the Salute to 
France “Medea” in Paris, followed 
by stays in London, Copenhagen, 
Rome, Barcelona, Mallorca, Madrid 
and Lisbon, actor Arnold Moss ar- 
rives in N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Director Arthur Sircom, cur- 
rently in N. Y., following the wind- 
up of his summer stint for the 
Louisville (Ky.) Park Theatrical 
Assn., heads for Honolulu shortly, 


where he'll be managing director’ 


of the community theatre there, 
which is scheduled to begin its 
1955-56 season in mid-October 
with “Desperate Hours.” Produc- 
tion sked also includes “Time Out 
For Ginger,” “Kismet,” “Gigi,” 

ame” and possibly “Wit- 
ness for the Prosecution.” 

Jerry Laws has been appointed 
stage director of “Porgy and Bess,” 
currently touring South America 
.. . Kathleen Carroll, daughter of 
playwright Paul Vincent Carroll, 
working as editorial assistant in 
the N. Y. office of the Catholic 
Digest mag . . . “Rhom,” by Larry 
Ward and Gordon Russell, has 


Y} been optioned for Broadway-~ pro- 


duction by Robert Simon and John 
Marley, with the latter skedded to 
double as director. 

Paul Vroom and Adna Karns 
have teamed up te produce ‘“‘Mor- 


gan Rock,” by Philip Pruneau, 
who was last represented on 
Broadway by “Cellar and the 


Well.” The pair are also slated to 
work together on a new musical, 
“Heavenly Bodies,” which Karns 
will produce, with Vroom acting as 
general manager ...A new eve- 
ning course on the modern Ameri- 
can theatre, which will include at- 


tendance at four Broadway plevst 


and two off-Broadway productions, 
will be offered during the fall term 
by NYU’s division of general edu- 
cation, with director-actor Hugh 
Price Fellows as instructor. Cost 
of tickets to the shows caught will 
be included in the tuition fee. 

John B. Ryan 3d is continuing 
with plans for the production of 
the musical, “Saturday Night,” 
which he was scheduled co- 
produce with Lemuel Ayers, who 
died Aug. 14... Jo Mielziner and 
Alvin Colt will respectively design 
the scenery and costumes for 
“Pipe Dream,” slated to open Nov. 
30 at the Shubert, N. Y.... Gil- 
bert Miller has acquired the screen 
rights to Agatha Christie’s ‘‘Wit- 
ness for the Prosecution,” which 
he’s currently co-sponsoring on 
Broadway with Peter Saunders. 

Arthur Cantor will pressagent 
David Susskind’s forthcoming pro- 
duction of Robert Alan Aurthur’s 
“A Very Special Baby”™ . . Drum- 
beater Bob. Ganshaw, currently 
with the Bill Doll office, while 
Doll is on the Coast for the “Plain 
and Fancy” national company 
preem at the Philharmonic Audi- 
torium, L. A., next Monday -(29), 
will be Ben Kornzweig’s associate 
on the Phoenix Theatre, N. Y., and 
“Chalk Garden”, .. The off-Broad- 
way 4th Street Theatre will pre- 
sent a cycle of four Chekhov plays 
beginning Oct. 17. 

The Tyrone Guthrie Awards 
Committee of the Stratford Shakes- 
pearean Festival in Ontario _ has 
awarded a $1,500 scholarship to 
Clarence Wilson, a member of the 
production department of the Fes- 
tival for the last two seasons, with 
another $4,000 going to the Fes- 
tival Drama School... Ann Shoe- 
maker and Arthur Jarrett have 
succeeded Evelyn Varden and 
Thomas Chalmers in “Bad Seed.” 

Ann Hennessey and Allen Jo- 
seph have replaced Vivian Nathan 
and Stuart Germaine “in “Anas- 
tasia,” which reopened last Mon- 
day (22) night after a five-week 
vacation ,.. Dran Seitz has taken 
over for Barbara Cook in the 
Broadway company of “Plain and 
Fancy,” with the latter duplicating 
her original assignment in the 


road com: y_ edition of the mu- 
sical... Erickson will replace 
drew Duggan as the lead male 


in “Anniversary Waltz” when the 


4 longrun ey begins touring 


next Sept. 26. | ; 

Louis M, Simon, director of the 
American Theatre Wing’s profes- 
sional training program, scheduled 
to make his adway managerial 
debut this season with Frank Mer- 
lin’s “I Got Shoes” ... John 
O’Hara’s “You Are My Sister,” pre- 
previously tagged, “The Sisters,” 
skedded Broadway production in 
October by Richard Aldrich & 
Richard Myers . . . Paul Muni has 
extended his original nine-month 
contract as star of “Inherit the 
Wind” until] May 31,1957. . 

Ken Parker's “Surrounding Mist” 
has been optioned for Broadway 
production by John C. Edson and 
his wife, Kay, who presented the 

lay on for two performances last 

iday-Saturday (19-20) at the 
Somerville High School; Ridge- 
wood, N.J., with the cast com- 
rised of.members of the Curtain 

ime Players. . 

George Keating, producer-dire 
tor of the Studio M Playhouse, 
Miami,: Fla., returned to Miami 
yesterday (Tues.) after a week in 
N. Y. scouting new scripts. He’s 
contemplating producing a* Broad- 
way show, for which he claims he 
aiready has the backing , . . Bar- 
ney B off to Bermuda for four 
weeks of stock . . . Kathryn Dar- 
rell, most recently with the Louis 
G. Cowan agency, has been ap- 
pointed managing director -of the 
1955-56 Equity Library Theatre 
season, succeeding Mrs. Sally Har- 
ing, who's. gone into commercial 
production on a fulltime basis. 

Hugh MacMullan, vet film pro- 
ducer-director-writer, witl head a 
new professional training program 
for students of Pasadena ‘(Cal.) 
Playhouse College of Theatre Arts, 
He will be dean of the college. 


Chicago 

Veteran actress Gertrude Bond- 
who has been in retirement 
in Chicago, has entered the Ace 
tors Fund home in Englewood, N.J. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Erlanger Theatre manager George 
Wilmot, the Funds’ Chi rep, and 
Betty Mitchell of the American 
Federation of Television-Radio 

Artists office. ; 
Because of previous commit- 
ments of some of the principals, 
the Highland Park, Ill., Music The: 
atre has cancelled plans to extend 
its season an additional two weeks 

for a repeat of “Guys & Dolls.” 


Los Angeles 


Gordon Pollack, Broadway pro- 
ducer, in town, for huddles with 
‘Alex Gottlieb on castings for lat- 
ter’s new -piay, “Wake Up, Dar- 
t= % to star Barry Nelson and 
Polly Bargees: with Christmas op- 
ening in N.Y. ... William Gargan 
takes ever the Karl Malden role in 
“Desperate Hours,” opening Aug. 
2 at Alcazar Theatre, Friseo, and 
Carthay Cirele, L, A., Oct. 10... 
Stephen Papich set to handle 
choreography for “The Fountain 
of Youth,” Fernando Lamas-Janet 
Blair starrer, which hits the Hunt- 
ington Hartford Theatre in the 


‘fall...Don Taylor made his debut 


as a director, staging “Oh, Men, 
Oh, Women” at La Jolla Play. 
house, which opened its two-week 
run last night .(Tues.). 


PAUL GREEN RAISES VOICE 


Deplores Old Classmate’s Stand 
Against Desegregated Schools 


~ Raleigh, N. C.,.Aug. 23. 

Gov. Luther Hodges’ plea for 
“voluntary segregation” ‘in North 
Carolina’s public ‘schools, voiced 
last week over a- statewide radio 
and tv hookup, had one of the 
largest audiences any state official 
has commanded in Tar Heel his- 
tory. Every tv station and virtually 
all of the state’s radio stations were 
in on the hookup. 

Playwright Paul Green, of 
Chapel Hill,. longtime friend and 
University of North Carolina.class- 
mate of Gov. Hodges, wired the 
governor that he had hoped 
Hodges, “in a time of crisis,” would 
face with courage, tact and good 
faith the difficult educational task 
set before you. 

“From what I knew of you in 
college and over the years, I ex- 
pected that,” Green telegraphed. 
“Therefore I was very much sad- 
dened and surprised tonight in 
your radio and television address 
to hear not the voice of leadership 
and brave idealism, but rather the 
old familiar message of an ancient 
and reactionary South. Forgive me, 
but that is what I heard, though I 
leaned hard to listen for something 














else.” 
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prefers to stay quietly at home 
when an extended heatwave hits 
them, 

- As an example of how bad it 
has. been, one very popular star, 
_who had just come to us from a 
long established and _ successful 
summer theatre, showed me a re- 
port which listed a gross of a 
little over $2,700 for the week. 
.The part package sans resident 
actors and staff. came to well-over 
$3,500 for the week. This did not 
include royalties; the latest scourge 
-—the booking fee; rent; electri- 
city; insurance; publicity, or any 
ef the many expenses of the thea- 





tre. This theatre dropped between 


$3,000 and $4,000 for the one week. 
The star usually averages between 

7,000 and $10,000 boxoffice—in 
well-established, playhouses. 

In VARIETY, one expects to find 
fact, not fiction. It is primarily 
for the trade, not the ptblic, and 
should refiect the truth in our 
field. What happens is that AP 
and UP pick up the misinforma- 
tion and pass it on to the public 
as truth. The play agents, actors’ 
agents and Equity begin to accept 
it as fact and our costs go higher 
-and higher, not only in our own 
fields, but with our local vendors, 
particularly our landlords, who are 
under the misconception that we 
are all rolling in wealth. Between 
-heat and hurricane, the apathy of 
the public has gone steadily lower 
and I for one will not hesitate 
to say that my playhouse is having 
a life and death struggle for exist- 


ence. 
Gail Hiilson. 





(Ed. note: Miss Hillson ts prez 
and producer-director of Triple 
Cities Playhouse, Binghampton, 
N. Y. Barn’s 1955 sked has in- 
cluded Jeffrey Lynn in “Caine Mu- 
tiny Court Martial,” Shelley Win- 
ters in “Wedding Breakfast,” 
Ethel Waters in “Member of the 
Wedding,” Brian Donlevy in “King 
of Hearts” and Basil Rathbone in 
“Winslow Boy.” The season winds 
up next week with Farley Granger 
in “Rainmaker.” . 





‘Singing’ $7,300, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 23. 
The tryout of “ Hear You Sing- 
ing” starring Kim Hunter and 
featuring Enid Markey, hit a 
medium financial note, with gross 
of approximately $7,300, in the 











COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE 


GERALDINE PAGE 
is TERRIFIC! 


Don't Miss Her 
‘THIS WEEK ONLY 


ALOT OF LAUGHS 
A GAY EVENING 


see FRANCHOT TONE 


in “OH MEN! OH WOMEN!” 
PLAYING NEXT WEEK 
UNTIL LABOR DAY 
Just Cali COlumbus 5-6161 

















Director Available 


September 15th, comoteting second 
successful season with Equity stock 
company. interested in winter stock 
er established community theater. Ex- 
cellent background, personal and pre- 
fessionai, 


Write: Box V 82255, VARIETY, 











154 West 46th St., New York, N. Y. 





Op Decries ‘Cover-Up’ 


Continued from page 67 





587-seat Spa Summer Theatre last 
week at $3.30 top. 

Intense heat and other factors 
figured. Farley Granger in “The 
Rainmaker” is current. 


‘Like’ $4,500, Olney - 


Olney, Md., Aug. 23. 
Second week of “‘As You Like It” 





webounded to a comfortable $4,500 


at Olney Theatre, after Hurricane 
Connie had cut business well below 
that during the initial stanza. 

“Time of Your Life” opened at 
the strawhatter last night (Mon.) 
for a fortnight run. It is the final 
attraction of the season for the 
Players Inc. company which oper- 
ates the theatre. 


‘Ginger’ 11G, Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 
“Time Out for Ginger,” with Al- 
bert Dekker and Edith Atwater, 
did a very comfortable $11,000 lasi 
week at the Playhouse in the Park. 
This was considerably over what 
management expected in view of 
all week’s bad weather, culminat- 





ing in visit of Hurricane Diane (or 


its effects) Thursday and Friday 
(18-19), which resulted in the flood- 
ing of various of Fairmount 


parts 
Park, but didn’t too seriously af-| if 


fect.the municipally-operated the-. 
atre in West Fairmount Park, 
which is located en a high plateau. 

Current attraction is “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” with Maureen 
Stapleton and Myron McCormick 
in the leads. 


‘Shadow’ 4G, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 23. 
Along with other New England 
spots, the Berkshire Playhouse 
here took it on the chin from the 
aftermath of Hurricane Diane. Off 
to an encouraging start and a good 
press, “Shadow and Substance,” 
starring Sheppard Strudwick and 
featuring Deidre Owens and 
Ephem Zimbalist Jr., eked out a 
$4,000 gross last week. The tor- 
rential rains that started Thursday 
night (18) resulting in a guberna- 
torial state of emergency proclama- 
tion by the weekend, and withered 
the Saturday performances’ cus- 





tomers to the smallest in the 
house’s. records. 
“Time Out for Ginger’ is sched- 


uled this week, starring Anne Sey- 
mour, and featuring Deidre Owens 
and Philip Faversham. The latter 
was with the company the initial 
two weeks. Season winds up with 
“The Caine Mutiny Court Martial” 
Sept. 29. Bowing to heat and 
humidity, this is the first in sev- 
eral seasons, that director William 
Miles is not extending his season 
for an extra week. 





‘Heart’s’ $1,800, Cross Right 
Falmouth, Mass., Aug. 23. 

“King of Hearts’ last week 
pulled Cross Right Stage out of 
the slump caused by the Hurricane 
Connie threaf the previous stanza. 
The comedy racked up the second 
highest gross of the season at the 
296-seater, 
almost $1,800 at a $2 top. 

“Lady’s Not For Burning,” the 
current bill, sold out opening night 
and has a good advance for the re- 
mainder of the week. 


Swedish Play To Preem 


At U. of Minn. Theatre 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

U. of Minnesota Theatre will 
celebrate its silver anniversary this 
season by offering five major pro- 
ductions, in addition to an ex- 
tensive program of arena, labora- 
tory and children’s presentations. 

Attractions are “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” “The Crucible,” “Thieves’ 
Carnival,” “King Lear” and the 
first American production of con- 





temporary Swedish playwright 
Ragnar Josephson’s “Perhaps a 
Poet.” 


Children's offerings will include 
“Huckleberry Finn” and “Let’s 
Make an Opera.” 
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... Show people rate 
special rates! 


At the comfortable, modern John Bartram Hotel 
e+» right “in the wings” of all 


Philadelphia theatres and night spots, 


* 
JoHN BARTRAM HOTEL 


y YY Gy Broad Street at Locust, Philadelphia, Pa. 
4 WM. H. HARNED, Gen. Mer. 
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ition of “Debut,” 


DeSica Plans Return 
‘To Stage in Winter 


Rome, Aug. 16. 


After a long motion picture in- | 


terlude as actor and director, Vit- 
torio DeSica plans a return to the 
stage this winter. He will direct 
two plays for the Stoppa-Morelli 
company, headed by Paolo Stoppa 
and Rina Morelli, and including 
Eleonora Rossi-Drago, a pic actress 
making her legit debut; Marcello 
Mastroianni and Mario Pisu. 

DeSica will direct Pirandello’s 
“Questa Sera si Recita a Soggetto” 
and likely Clifford Odets’ “Coun- 
try Girl.” The other director of 
the company, Luchino Visconti, 
will stage Tennessee Williams’ 
“Cat 6n Hot Tin Roof” and Che- 
chov’s “Uncle Vanja.” Company 
debuts here at the Eliseo, Dec. 13, 
and then moves to Milan’s Nuovo 
next February. Then it goes on 
a nationwide tour. 





SEED’ TO TOUR UNLESS 


B’WAY HOUSE SWITCHED 


“Bad Seed,” currently in its 38th 
week on Broadway, will begin 
touring’ in. mid-September as a 


Theatre Guild-American ‘Theatre 
Society subscription entry. That’s 
the management doesn’t make 
a last-minute decision to move the 
play into another Broadway house. 

Nancy Kelly, who resumed her 
starring role in the Playwrights Co. 
production Aug. 8 after a four- 
week vacation, will remain with 
the show on the road. “Seed” is 
at the Coronet Theatre, which has 
been booked for a Sept. 29 opening 
of Kermit Bloomgarden’s produc- 
tion of “A View From the Bridge,” 
starring Van Heflin. 


“Seed,” the Maxwell Anderson 
adaptation of: William March’s 
novel, which has been on twofers 
during the summer months, drop- 
ped $3,770 during the five weeks 
ending last July 20. That reduced 
the total profit on the play to 
$142,129. The production had pre- 
viously dropped $3,421 for the four 
weeks ending last June 25, with 
a total loss of $7,191 for the nine 
weeks covering June and July. 

For the five weeks ending July 
30, the show took an operating 
loss of $5,257 on the first three 
frames, but made a $1,487 profit 
on the last two stanzas, reducing 


‘the month-long loss to $3,770. 
During that period, office expense 


and Anderson’s royalty were waiv- 
ed on all but the week ending 
July 30, when they were reduced 
75%. Designer George Jenkins also 
waived his royalty on three of the 
five frames, while rentals were 
waived on two stanzas. 


The profit distribution on “Seed” 
as of July 30 was $112,000: The 
production was capitalized at 


$78,000. . 
Legit Notes 


The off-Broadway 4th Street 
Theatre begins its 155-56 season in 
October with Chekhov’s “Cherry 
Orchard,” adapted by Stark Young 

The “Oedipus Rex’ production 
current at the Shakespearean Fes- 
tival, Stratford, Ont., is scheduled 
to be repeated on Broadway next 
January, with most of the com- 
pany also doubling in a new pro- 
duction of Christopher Marlowe's 
“Tamburlaine the’Great.” 


Ellen Parker will appear with 
Maria Riva in “Tender Trap” at 
the Ivorytown (Conn.) Playhouse 
next week ... William Roth will 
star in “Anna Lucasta” at the 
Montclair (N. J.) Summer Theatre 
next week ... The Old Dominion 
Foundation, Inc., N. Y., is con- 
tributing $30,000 to the Barter 
Theatre, Virginia, to be paid out 
at the rate of $10,000 per year for 
the next three years ... Sandra 
Church is appearing this week in 
“Picnic” at the Ogunquit (Me.) 
Playhouse in the role she essayed 
on Broadway as Janice Rule’s re- 
placement. 

The Pickwick Players have ex- 
tended their season at the Rockland 
County Playhouse, Blauvelt, N.Y., 
an additional two weeks. The 
group was originally slated to 
wind up Sept. 5... The manage- 
ment of the Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass., presented Shirley Booth 
with a gold St. Genesius medal 
(Patron Saint of Actors) last Satur- 
day (20), on the stage of the thea- 
tre, following the final performance 
of “Come Back, Little Sheba,” the 
closer in a four-player festival star- 
ring the actress ... Andrew Mc- 
Cullough is staging the Theatre-by- 
the-Sea, Matunuck, R.L, produc- 














which begins a’ 


Memoirs Like Title: On 


a Shoestring 


By BOB DOWNING 





$210,377 Loss Taken 
On $240,000 ‘Flowers’ 


“House of Flowers” wound up 
a 164-performance Broadway run 
last May 21 at a $210,377 loss on a 
$240,000 investment. That was di- 


vulged in a recently-issued ac- 
counting on the Saint Subber pro- 
duction, 

During its final four weeks at 
the Alvin Theatre, N. Y., the Tru- 
man Capote-Hafold Arlen musical 
dropped $7,321, including a $182 
profit on two of the four frames 
and a $537 take on souvenir book 
royalties. Closing expenses ac- 
counted for another $9,438. 


The musical cost $239 701 to pro- 
duce. 


‘CAT’ REPAYS 1026 NUT, 
PLUS 8G FIRST PROFIT 


“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” cur- 
rently in its 23d week on Broad- 
way, has repaid its $102,000 in- 
vestment. As of last July 20, the 
total distribution on the Play- 
wrights Co. production was $118,- 
000. That covered the backers’ total 
contribution, including 20% over- 
call, plus $16,000 profit divvy. of 
which the investors got the cus- 
tomary one-half. 

For fhe five weeks ending July 
20, the Tennessee Williams drama 
racked up an operating profit of 
$32,349. However, expenses total- 
ing $2,062 reduced that figure to 
$30,287. That brought the total net 
profit on the production to $52,188. 

The balance available for fufure 
distribution as of July 30 was 
$2,599. The Barbara Bel Geddes- 
Burl Ives starrer, incidentally, is 
the only Broadway entry besides 
“Damn Yankees” to maintain a 
sellout pace during the summer 
slump period. 

Still-forthcoming is income from 
the sale of the film rights to Metro 
for $500,000, plus a percentage of 
the picture gross. On the basis of 
the regular 60-40 split between au- 
thor and production, the latter 
gets approximately $200,000, less 
fees and expenses. 

“Cat” is at the Morosco, N. Y., 
where it preemed last March 24. 


Villa-Lobos To Baton 
Houston Symph In ’56 


Houston, Aug. 23. 

Heitor Villa - Lobos, Brazilian 
composer-conductor, will conduct 
he Houston Symphony Orchestra 
‘eb. 6. He will be one of several 
uesters to be picked to lead 
che ‘group next season by orches- 
tra’s new head, Leopold Stokowski. 

Andres Segovia, guitar virtuoso, 
will perform the same evening 
Villa-Lobos conducts. 


1256 Berkshire Grant 


Boston, Aug. 23. 

The Boston Symphony Orchestra 
was given a grant of $125,000 by 
the Rockefeller Foundation to be 
used for music scholarships. The 
grant is part of $5,686,004 given 
by the Foundatien during the sec- 
ond quarter of 1955 for studies 
ranging from music to solar energy. 

Contribution to the Hub orch 
will be used to provide scholar- 
ships for young musicians to study 
at the Berkshire Music Center, 
Lenox, Mass., which was opened in 
1940 by the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra with partial Foundation as- 
sistance. The grant will go into 
the Tanglewood Revolving Scholar- 
ship Fund. 


~ 

















“On a Sh " by Will Mor- 
rissey (Willdon Paul; $3), is the au- 
tobio of‘ the venerable producer 
and amiable jackanapes who, for 
years, has been known as The 
Shoestring King. It is safe to-as- 
}sume that the ms. as Morrissey’s 
book was typed with a shoestring 
instead of a ribbon. The author is 
a monument of consistency. While 
he rumbled, snored and sang his 
sometimes brand-soaked memories 
into an unpaid-for tape-recorder, 
his typist went without salary, and 
his printer at last mercifully ter- 
minated the peroration with de- 
mands for money. 

Edwin Corle, the novelist, one of 
Morrissey’s Santa Barbara drinking 
pals, started to edit the showman’s 
recollections, but gave it up. Corle 
adds a closing chapter, however, 
nothing that Morrissey should ded- 
icate this book to “the fun he 
has had in his long and rich 
life—and all that fun, of course, 
was ‘on a shoestring’.” 


At one time or another, it seems 
that Morrissey has known, pro- 
moted and owed almost everyone 
in show biz. Bing Crosby, Martha 
Raye, Hugh Herbert, Milton Berle, 
Jack Oakie, Mickey Rooney, Joan 
Lesie, Gracie Allen, Jack Pepper, 
Hal Le Roy, Donald O’Connor and 
Peggy Ryan have all “suffered” 
when the ghost failed to walk. on 
Morrissey turkeys. - 

Morrissey began as a songwriter 
in the Delmonicoé era, composing 
“The Girl From Harlem,” a ditty 
that pleased Cohan. He wrote 
other songs (he claims some sort of 
paternity for “My Melancholy 
Baby”); he produced dozens of re- 
vues and plays, with and without 
backing; he had success with “The 
Gorilla”; he was in Hollywood in 
silent days, making headlines when 
he was jailed for exchanging fisti- 
cuffs with Tom Mix (the star got 
sore at Morrissey for using “Tom 
Dix, a drugstore cowboy” as a char- 
acter in one of his shows). 


Morrissey remembers everything 
and everyone with varying acCura- 
cy. .If each celebrity mentioned in 
his tome. bought a copy, Morrissey 
wouldn’t have to worry about his 
latest enterprise, The Shoestring 
Uranium Mine! 

The guy who buys this book will 
have a collector’s item—of some 
sort. 








_ ADVANCE AGENTS ! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 

® Railroad privileges for handling 
shows ond theatrical luggage. 
Complete warehouse facilit‘es! 
Authorized in Ca'ifernia. Equipped 
fo transfer and haul anywhere in 
U. $4 


RATES ON REQUEST 4 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
1100 East Sth Street 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
MUtuel 8121 or OXferd 9-4764 














Make Me an Offer! 
For Sale—'/s of 1% Interest in 
“THE PAJAMA GAME" 


CALL HY 8-6728, New York City 
OR WRITE BOX 81955 
Variety, 154 W. 46th Sr, N. Y. C. 
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THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES 


D. DAVIDSON CO. 


INSURANCE BROKERS 


167 West 58th St., New York 19, N. Y. « JUdson 2-9360 
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NY. Symph Readies 2736 0’Seas 
~ Tour; 26 Concerts in 15 Cities 





The 
phony will fly to Europe Sept. 3| 
on a five-week tour that will in-) 
clude stops at Edinburgh, Vienna, 


Brussels, Berlin, Paris, Geneva, 
Basle, Berne, Zurich, Milan, 
Perugia, Rome, Naples, Athens 


arid London. Orch will play 26) 
concerts in 31 days, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos conducting 19, Guido 
Cantelli five and George Szell two. 
Budget for the tour is set at ap- 
proximately $273,000, with the 
orch likely to run into the red 
from $80,000 to $90,000 on the 
trip. 

Orch last spring completed a 
five-week American transcontinen- 
ta! tour, with a deficit of $31,000 
on the $191,000 take. 

This marks the first time that a 
U. S. symph is making two such 
long treks (coast-to-coast and over- 
seas) in one year. Trip abroad will 
also mark the first time for a U.S. 
symph in Athens, as well as the 
first visit of the Philharmonic to 
Switzerland and some Italian 
cities. Highspot of the tour will be 
the return of Mitropoulos, the 
Philharmonic’s musical director, to 
his native Athens for the first time 
since 1936. 

Orch originally didn’t have Ber- 
lin and Vienna in its itinerary. 
State Dept., however, was very 
anxious for it to go there for po- 
litical reasons. Via ANTA'’s Inter- 
national Exchange Program, State 
had allotted $50,000 to the orch 
for overseas passage money, and 
it added another $12,000 to cover 
the extra touring involved in the 
Berlin-Vienna dates. In addition, a 
Greek-American philanthropist, 
Basil Peter Goulandris, donated 
$25,000 to the orch to insure the 
Athens visit. Income from fees 
should be around $108,000. . 

Orch will use three KLM planes, 
two for personnel, one for bag- 
gage. It will return to N. Y. Oct. 
7, as first rehearsal for its 114th 
season here set for Oct. 17, with 
first Carnegie Hall concert Oct. 20. 


L’ ville Orch’s 4006 Boon 
To Composer; See Symoh 
Outdrawing Basketball 


Discussing how “Louisville (Ky.) 
Cashes In On Culture,” in the cur- 
rent Harper’s, William Manchester 
reports that “the new Louisville 
prefers to think of itself as the 
home of musicians and bibliophiles 
—a place where the local philhar- 
monic orchestra outdraws the uni- 
versity basketball team and a pub- 
lic library card entitles the holder to 
take out any reasonable number of 
books, five long-playing records, a 
feature-length film, a framed 
painting—and, if it is raining, an 
umbrella.” 

Manchester mentions the Louis- 
ville Fund, “an annual community 
chest of the arts whose benefici- 
aries include a children’s theatre, 
a philharmonic chorus, a dance 
council, an opera association, an 
art center, a junior art gallery, and 
a philharmonic orchestra.” 

The Louisville Philharmonic 
Society, he reports, “really got go- 
ing in 1937 when Robert Whitney, 
the present conductor, was brought 
from Chicago. Its budget then was 
only $7,000; today it is $360,000; 
and last year its audiences totaled 
93,000. Whitney traces its growth 
to two suggestions from Mayor 
Charles Farnsley, who advised him 
to reduce the orchestra to 50 
pieces, the classic size, and to hold 
premieres of modern compositions. 

“Last year, this venture into new 
music was-expanded with a Rocke- 
feller grant of $400,000, to finance 
the commissioning of 43 orchestral 
premieres and two new operas an- 
nually for four years. Ten works 
each year are by students, one- 
third are from composers outside 
the United States, and once a 
month the orchestra records a new 
composition with Columbia. This 
enterprisé has now become one of 
the most massive sources of in- 
come and encouragement for seri- 
ous ey eect anywhere in the 
world.” 








The MacDowell Colony in Peter- 
borough, N. H., which has been a 
summer residence for 457 writers, 
194 composers and 144 artists and 
sculptors since it was founded in 


‘For Flute - and 





1910 by the late composer, Eaward 
MacDowell, will hereafter remain | 
Open the year round, 








N. Y. Philharmonic-Sym-+— 


Lyric Theatre Opera 
Gets 1026 Chi Advance 


Chicago, Aug. 23. . 
Recently-ended sales drive for 
its subscription*series has brought 
in a $102,000 advance for the 
Lyric Theatre’s expanded fali sea- 
son which opens Oct. 31. For its 
second season, the non-profit -resi- 
dent opera company has scheduled 
24 productions over a seven-week 
span, compared to 16 in three 
weeks last year. * 

Because of the more ambitious 
roster, the company is anticipating 
a slightly higher deficit that the 
$14,000 red ink figure registered 
for the overall 1954 operations. 
This year expenses are being esti- 
mated at $510,000, compared to 
the $287,666 spent the first season. 
Ticket sales are calculated to bring 
in $469,000, leaving a projected 
$41,000 deficit. 


Name Ibert Head 





Of Paris Opera 


Paris, Aug. 23. 

Jacques Ibert, w.k. Gallic com- 
poser, was notified in Rome via 
telephone that he had been ap- 
pointed to head the Lyric Theatre, 
under state subsidation, in Paris. 
This is comprised of the Opera ahd 
Opera-Comique. Ibert has accepted 
the post for one year and begins 
next October in the post recently 
vacated by Maurice Lehmann. Ibert 
will also continue at his post as 
head of the Villa Medici, French 
music center, in Rome. He got the 
nod over top contender A. M. 
Julien, who was the prexy of the 
recent International Festival of 
Dramatic Arts here. 


Ibert is known for his classic 
works such as “Escale,” Concerto 
“Divertissement” 
and has also done film music plus 
various theatrical musical chores. 
He has not made any comments 
as yet as to the tack he will take in 
handling the Opera, but it is felt 
he will continue in the genre of 
big spec production, which Leh- 
mann instituted to put the Opera 
in the black, plus a leaning towards 
more additions to the repertoire. 
The National Ballet -will also be 
under his jurisdiction. 


Longhair Disk Reviews 


e 
Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 5 
(Capitol). Good, workmanlike 
reading by the Pittsburgh Symph 
under Steinberg, marked by clar- 
ity and insight, though a little slug- 
gish at times. 


Stravinsky: Rite of Spring & 
Petrouchka (Columbia). Two mod- 
ern-day classics get classical, high- 
grade and hi-fi treatment from the 
Philadelphia Orch under Ormandy. 

Milanov Recital (RCA Victor). 
Zinka Milanovy is an _ exquisite 
singer (when in’ form), better- 
sounding in opera excerpts than in 
lieder. But here she does some 
choice work on German art and 
Yugo folk songs.. ... 

Other disks of interest: A gem- 
uhtlich Strauss “Symphonia Dom- 
estica” (Camden); a_ persuasive, 
flavorsome Vivaldi “Seasons” by 
the N.Y. Philharmonic under Can- 
telli (Columbia); vigorous, melo- 
dic reading of Schumann & 
Brahms Sonatas by violinist Rafael 
Druian and pianist John Simms 
(Mercury); powerful, expressive 
performance of Ravel’s “La Valse” 
(plus some Delibes and Strauss) by 
pianist Leonard Pennario (Capitol). 

Also: Solid, appealing reading of 
the Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto 
by Conrad Hansen, aided by the 
RIAS. Symph under’ Sawallisch 
(Remington); Mozart Soprano 
Arias, appealingly, proficiently 
sung by Hilde Zadek with Vienna 
Symph support (Epic); little-known 
Moniuszko “Halka” opera, pleas- 
ant, flavorsome and melodious, 
very efficiently done by the Mos- 
cow Bolshoi Theatre (Colosseum); 
beautiful, stylish playing by Ye- 
hudi Menuhin (and orch support) 
in a Vivaldi Cencerto, Handel Son- 
ata and Bec: Double Co-c-~to, 
last-named with Gioconda « to 
(RCA Victor). Bron, 














Frisco-Pops Concerts 
e e 
Score With 43G-in Nine 
San Francisco, Aug. 23. 

The nine just-concluded pops 
concerts of the San Francisco Art 
Commission grossed $43,229, Jo- 
seph Dyer, the commission's secre- 
tary, reported this week. 

Three of the concerts, scaled 
from 30c. to $2.30 for 5,400 seats 
in the Civic Auditorium, were com- 
plete sellouts, according to Dyer, 
and some 1,500 persons were 
turned away at the last two con- 
certs. 

Arthur Fiedler and the San 
Francisco Symphony, assisted by 
local. and name artists, were the 
summer series attractions. 


Opera Spurts in Houston 
As Ballet, Stoky Bring 
Color to Music Scene 
Houston, Aug. 23. 

One of Houston’s biggest seasons 
of opera is slated for 1955-56, with 
six productions due between No- 
vember and June. Partly respon- 
sible for the upsurge is a new 
opera company chartered here only 
this: month. Named the Houston 
Grand Opera Assn., it will stage 
Strauss’ “Salome” and Puccini’s 
“Madame Butterfly” next January. 

Musical director is Walter Her- 
bert. Herbert completed 11 years 
as director of the New Orleans 
Opera House Assn. last summer. 
Local talent will be used in sup- 
porting parts, with w.k. stars im- 
ported for top roles. 

“Salome” will be performed Jan. 
19-20, “Madame Butterfly” Jan. 26- 
27. All performances will be in 
‘the municipal Music Hall, which 
seats 3,124 persons with folding 
chairs. A $900,000 remodelling job 
was completed onthe hail last 
October, including air conditioning. 

Herbert will not spend a full 
season here. He will have similar 
chores in Denver for the opera 
assocjation there, and is slated to 
work in Jackson, Miss., also. 

Vet manager Edna Saunders, 
marking her 38th season of opera 
booking, will bring the Met Opera 
Assn. in with “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor” and “The Marriage of 
Figaro” next May 14-15. She will 
also sponser a _ double-bill of 
Menotti’s “The Medium” and “The 
Telephone” on Nov. 11, and a 
Wagner Opera Co. production Nov. 
19-20. 

All of Mrs. Saunders’ productions 
will be staged in the air condi- 
tioned Music Hall. In her 13 previ- 
ous seasons of Met presentations, 
Mrs. Saunders has used the roomy 
but hot City Auditorium, oldstyle 
“opera house” built in 1912. 


Formation of the resident or 
company came fast on the heels of 
a new ballet school which was 
formed here with the aim of even- 
tual productions. The school is 
headed by Tatiana Semenova, ex- 





can Youth Ballet. 

Art patron Mrs. Louis Lobit has 
been elected temporary chairman 
of the new opera company. Twenty 
backers headed by Mrs. McClel- 
land Wallace are behind the ballet 
school. . 

Announcements of the ballet and 
opera plans add crackle to a cul- 
tural atmosphere already sparked 
by the coming of Leopold Stokow- 
ski, who will guide the- Houston 
Symphony Orchestra as musical di- 
rector for the next three years, 


Beecham Mulls Herrmann 
‘Wuthering’ Opera in Bit. 


London, Aug. 23. 

Sir Thomas Beecham is consider- 
ing a London production of a new 
opera, “Wuthering Heights,” by 
Bernard Herrmann, Hollywood 
composer and conductor. 

Hermann wrote both the book 
and music, basing the story on 
the w.k. novel. Opera requires 
seven characters, no chorus, and a 
big orchestra. 








Little Singers Due 

The 32-voice Little Singers of 
Paris, boys choir, arrive in the 
U. S. Sept. 19 to begin a 12-week 
tour of this country and Canada. 

Directed by Msgr. Fernand 
Maillet, group will offer close to 
50 concerts, starting with a Sept. 
23 performance in Constitution 
| Hall, Washington, Leon Cosmetto 
|}is U.S. booker, 





Inside Stuff—Concerts 
Having found out that its New York premiere of Sir William Wal- 
ton’s new opera, “Troilus and Cressida,” Oct. 20, conflicted with the 


opening of the N. Y. Philharmonic’s season that same evening, the 
N. Y. City Opera Co. is delaying the premiere by one day to Oct. 21. 


Frederic V. Grunfeld, music and record critic (he does commentaries 
for NBC and Mutual),.has been signed by the Oxford University Press 
to write “Music and Recordings, 1955.”. This will be an annual project, 
according te present: plans. Each September (starting with this year), 
the book will review the musical season throughout the United States, 
ineluding outstanding records of the same period. Edition this year 
will cover the. 1954-55. season, ending as of June, 1955. 


Columbia Artists Mgt. prez Frederick C. Schang, who returned re- 
cently from Europe, settled the Renata Fasano suit while abroad. 
Fasano, former director of the Virtuosi di Roma, had brought suit in 
N.Y. Federal Court this spring against impresario Albert Morini and 
Columbia, claiming ownership of the Virtuosi name. Columbia is book- 
ing a Morini attraction with that name and disputed Fasano’s assertion. 
Suit has been withdrawn following the Schang-Fasane overseas huddle. 


Quaintance Eaton, former associate editor of Musital America, has 
been commissioned by the Metropolitan Opera Guild to write a book 
on the Met Opera tours, to be published in October, 1956, by Farrar 
Straus & Young. Miss Eaton is leaving on a countrywide tour Sept. 6 
to gather. material. She’s particularly anxious to securé data on the 
years 1884-91 from anyone whe possesses old programs or scrapbooks 
containing material about Met. Opera visits.. Miss Eaton has also re- 
cently been elected chairman of the new Opera Dept. of the National 
Federation of Music Clubs, and will investigate operatic activity in 
each of the 25 cities on the’tour. . ; 


- 


Joseph Szigeti will give the new violin sonata by Ralph Vaughan 











Williams its first performances in the United States during the coming - 


season—at Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 14; San Francisco, Jan. 10; Van- 
couver, Jan. 17, and Seattle, Jan. 19. It is the first violin and piano 
sonata to be written by Vaughan Williams, who:is now years old. 


Hans Schweiger, conductor of the Kansas City Philharmonic and 
music director of the Aspen (Colo.) Festival, resigned from the latter 
post last Friday (19). Fest, which started June 29, runs to Sept. 4, 
Schweiger issued a blast on leaving, saying he was quitting Aspen 
“because of unworkable orchestral conditions due to the low pay of the 
musicians.” He said the board of directors refused to do anything 
about the situation, so he quit. : 








To coincide with the first American performances of Sir William 
Walton’s opera, “Troilus and Cressida,” in October, Angel Records 
will issue an album containing the major scenes. Elisabeth Schwarz- 
kopf sings Cressida. Troilus is sung by tenor Richard Lewis, who cre- 
ated the role in the 1954 world premiere at Covent Garden. Lewis 
will also sing it in the American premiere by the San Francisco Opera 
Oct. 7. The New York premiere of the opera, at City Center, is 
scheduled for Oct. 21, 





European maestros frequently show up on the roster of U.S. sym- 
phonies as guest conductors, yet there’s very little interchange the 
other way, especially among younger men, with the notable exception 
of Leonard Bernstein, who’s much in demand overseas. But another 
young American conductor is making a splash on European podiums 
of late, in Paul Strauss. At one time with Ballet Theatre, Strauss has 
been conducting abroad the past two seasons, and during 1954-55 had 
engagements in Florence, Vienna, Strasbourg and with Radio Zurich, 
Sudwestfunk Baden-Baden, Radio Vienna, Stuttgart Radio and North- 
west German Radio (Cologne). Most unusual for an American con- 
ductor, he’s been re-engaged for several of these spots for '55-’56, in 
Zurich, Cologne, Strasbourg, Baden-Baden and Vienna. In addition; 
he has other dates already set in Munich, Frankfurt, Barcelona and 


| — Concert Bits 


Francis Robinson, Met Opera ing season. He'll fill his concert 
assistant manager, to his Tennes-; engagements between other com- 





director of Baton Rouge’s Ameri-| Cc 





see ancestral home for two weeks’ 


: | vacation. 


Renata Tebaldi, Met Opera and 
La Scala Opera lead soprano, ar- 
rived in- N.Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
from Genoa. She’s due to sing this 
fall with the San Francisco Opera 


0. 

Andor Foldes, pianist, has re- 
covered from a serious illness suf- 
fered while in Germany, where he 
is now. He's been well enough to 
do a series of 68 concerts within 
the. last few months, all of them 
abroad, He is coming to the U.S. 
early in the fall. 

Pianist Moura Lympany has 
canceled all of her concert engage- 
ments for a while, including the 
Hollywood Bowl, to have a baby 
instead. She’s Mrs. Bennet H. 
Korn in private life. He’s a radio- 
tv exec, now with DuMont. 

Rosalyn Tureck, American pian- 
ist, moved last week to London, 
but only temporarily. She has sev- 
eral months of concerts and re- 
cording sessions. She'll be back 
sometime in January. 

Jean Morel returns to America 
from Europe Aug. 31 after conduct- 
ing the Radio-Diffusion Francaise 
Orch in Paris and the Santa Ceci- 
lia Symphony in Rome. He leaves 
New York directly for California, 


where he will conduct the San 
Francisco Opera Co. performances 
of “Louise,” “Carmen” and 
“Faust.” . 


Jacques Abram, pianist, has been 
appointed head of the piano de- 
partment at Oklahoma College for 
Women, Chickasha, Okla. Abram, 
however, will continue his concert 
career, and will be heard at New 
York’s Town Hall Dec. 1. 

Mrs. Herbert Witherspoon of 
Denver has been appointed re- 
gional chairman for the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Auditions of the Air. 

Organist Richard Leibert, for 
the past 20 years featured soloist 
at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
has signed with Giesen & Boomer 
for a concert tour during the com- 





ents and will continue as 
chief organist at the Music Hall. 

Ricarde Odnoposoff, violinist, 
now on tour in Europe, will return 
to the U.S. Jan. 1 for fis annual 
American concert tour, 

Music critics of the U.S. 
Canada. will meet in Louisville 
Oct. 7-9 for their third annual 
workshop sessions. The workshop 
is the second in a series presented 
by the American Symphony Or- 
chestra League under a Rockefel- 
ler Foundation grant. 

“Theme and Variations,” syme- 
phony by Dr, Miklos Rozsa, Holly- 
wood composer, will be performed 
by the Frankfurt Sympheny Or- 
chestra, under direction of Georg 
Solti,.in September. J 

Herbert von Karajan negotiating 
with the Salzburg Festival and Vi- 
enna State Opera to direct two 
operas next season. 


Mpls. Symph in Tieup 
With WDGY for Plugs 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra 
for first time is entering into a tie- 
up on a promotion with a radio stae 
tion, WDGY. It has taken over 
supervision of the station’s ‘“Sere- 
nade” nightly disk jockey show 
devoted mainly to classical platters. 
Promotion also calls for organizing 
a Minneapolis Symphony Radie 
Club to help support the orchestra. 
Listeners will be invited to be- 
come members by payment of a 
fee. There’ll be two kinds of sub- 
scription, the more expensive one, 
$5, entitling the subscriber to re 
ceive programs in advance. 

When the orch season resumes 
this fall there'll be guest artists 
and conductors for interviews on 
“Serenade” along: with recorded 
prevues of parts of Minneapolis 
Symphony programs. 


and 
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Presbreys’ ‘Facts’ Mag 

Former radio-ty producer-mod-. 
erator Martha Rountree (“Meet the 
Press”) and husband Oliver M. 
Presbrey have moved into the mag- 
azine publishing field, with their 
first venture a pocket-sized monthly 
titled Know the Facts. First issue, 
dated September, hit’ the stands 
last week, priced at 35c.. Publica- 
tion covers international and-news, 
eovering specific issues in detail. 
Included in the initialler are guest 

ieces by- three senators (Walter F. 
George, Styles Bridges and Lister 
Hill) and one governor (J. Bracken 
Lee of. Utah). 

Masthead lists Presbrey as pub- 
lisher, Miss Rountree as tor, 
and Frank McNaughton as manag- 
ing ed. New mag is published by 
Flag Magazine Inc., of which Pres- 
brey is president-treasurer and 
Miss Rountree v.p.-secretary. Of- 
“fices are headquartered in Wash- 
ington. 





Albany News Shifts 

Gerald H. Salisbury, managing 
editor of Gannett’s Albany Knick- 
erbocker News since 1942, has 
been appointed general manager. 
He succeeds A. J. McDonald, in 
the post for 19 years and named 
manager of the new retail division 
of J. P. McKinney & Sons Inc., the 
Gannett newspapers’ national sales 
representative in New York. 

Charles L. Mooney, city editor 
for 13 years and an employe of the 
papers and its predecessors for.29 
years, succeeded Salisbury as man- 
aging editor. Duane La Flieche 
advanced from assistant city edi- 
tor to city editor; Frederick C. 
Downing, from reporter to La 
Fleche’s former post. ns 





Chi Trib’s Revamps 

It’s been something of an indoor 
sport in Chicago newspaper circles 
the past several months watching 
for format changes in the Chicago 
Tribune since the death of pu 
lisher-editor Col. Robert R. Mc- 
Cormick. One of the most obvious 
has been the increasing use of 
Page 1 pix. One revision that ap- 
parently went almost unnoticed, 
until tipped off in an editorial Sun- 
day (21), was the dropping of the 
Trib’s simplified spelling that had 
freighter coming out frater and 
sheriff and tariff cut to sherif and 
tarif, etc. 

Sheet’s return. ta conventional 
anes | drew. only. one reader 
query last week and that from a 
newspaper colleague. 





Georgia Authots’ Pitch 

An organization was formed in 
Atlanta to assist Georgia duthors 
in marketing their books and writ- 
ings. Géorge Slappey, Atlanta, is 
chairman of group to be known as 
Southern: Publications Society. 

Ten directors were named _at. 
meeting and they will select offi- 
cers and complete details of or- 
ganization. A session has been ten- 
tatively set for November, to. which 
publishers will be invited to exa- 
mine material by Georgia authors. 





Mex Ban On Sex Mags 

Ban by the Mexican Publications 
Qualifing Board, section of the 
Public Education Ministry, on the 
sale and circulation throughout 
Mexico of Sexology, and its ver- 
sion in Spanish, Sexologia, both 
published in New York, was sus- 
tained by the first district civil 
court, Meico City, in rejecting ap- 
plication for a writ of restraint 
asked by the distributors, Revistas 
y Figurines. 

The Board classified both mags 
as pornographic. The distributors 
indicate that they will fight the 
ban to the national supreme court, 
if necessary. Sexology had been 
sold and circulated in Mexico for 
about 15 years. Sexologia came a 
few years later. Both had many 
readers. 





U.S. Books, Mags Flow To Chile 

IMG (Informational Media Guar- 
anty) Program which permits local 
booksellers to pay for American 
books and magazines in Chilean 
pesos while the U.S. Government 
reimburses the American publish- 
ers in dollars, has been put into 
effect in Chile, first South Ameri- 
can country to reap the benefits 
of an IMG agreement between the 
governments of the two countries. 
Similar programs have been under- 
way in various European \areas for 
some time. First shipments of 
books—novels, texts, technical, art 
and scientific, but no science-fiction 
—were being delivered last week. 

First results of IMG in Chile 
have been reduction in price of 
Time International from 100 pesos 
to 80, and Life in Spanish from 60 
pesos to 50; replenishment of bare 


-. 





bookshelves with American books; 
yelps from rival booksellers han- 
dling French, Argentine, Mexican 
and other publications who want 
some similar relief or assistance. 

Tight squeeze on Chile’s foreign 
exchange forced the National 
Foreign Trade Council ‘CONDE- 
COR) to cut down on dollars for 
importation of books from all 
countries; Some bookstores 
dling American output complained 
they were getting few, if any, and 
were switching to books from Eng- 
land, Germany and other countries 
(bought. with Spanish _ pesos, 
German marks, etc., forming part 
of Chile’s complicated multiple 
exchange system) in order to stay 
open. Negotiations for alleviating 
the situation with IMG began more 
than a year ago and were culmi- 
nated recently. 





World Theatre History 

“The Living Stage, a History 
of the World Theatre” «Prentice- 
Hall; $8), is by Kenneth Macgowan 
and William Melnitz, theatre pro- 
fessors at the U. of Cal.:in L. A. 
In their preface, the: professors 
state that while their 543-page 
tome is .“designed as a survey to 
assist the playgoer . . . it will also 
serve as a background for all ‘for- 
mal theatre courses.” 

Obviously “The Living Stage” 
will be purchased by academic li- 
braries as a reference work. Its 
bulk, its splendid illustrations, its 
accredited authors, and the vast 
subject it covers. should, a pur- 
chasing librarian’ might suppose, 
make the book well worth $8. But 
customers who buy “The Living 
Theatre” will have a right to beef. 


Misspelled in this “scholarly” 
work are the names of Charles and 
Rose Coghlan, Henrietta Crosman, 
Katharine Hepburr, Margo Jones, 
Fredric March, Charles Mathews, 
Laurence Stallings, John van Dru- 
ten and William Van Lennep. The 
authors garble the record of the 
Booth family. 

Admittedly, the authors’ have 

elected to consider “first the play- 
house, then the play.” It is star- 
tling, however, in even a brief sur- 
vey of world theatre, to find the 
American section neglecting the 
contribution of John Durang, first 
American actor, and his family. 
Ludlow & Smith, great frontier 
impresarios, are overlooked. There 
is no mention of George M. Cohan, 
or Rodgers & Hart and/or Ham- 
merstein.. Very little attention is 
aid the musical stage, despite the 
act that “Oklahoma!” (ignored by 
the professors), re-shaped musical 
comedy in America. Lindsay & 
Crouse are omitted; George S. 
Kaufman is listed without Moss 
Hart. Almost no assessment is 
made of the Negro’s place in na- 
tive drama. 

To the authors’ credit, there is a 
good section on Oriental drama; 

roper realization of the often- 
orgotten Steele MacKaye’s niche in 
contemporary stagecraft; and help- 
ful time-charts, quick)v isolating 
panoramic events. : Down. 





Inside Carny Stuff 

Realistic indeed is “Strip the 
Heart” by Jacquin Sanders recent- 
ly published by Popular Library 
in the 25c pocket-size edition. 
Originally published under the 
more fitting title of “Freak Show,” 
by Little, Brown, it is the grimly- 
told tale of ,Bat Fidler, who joins 
up with a grubby freak show in a 
carnival playing the southwest and, 
among other bizarre adventures, 
falls in love with a deformed Fish 
Girl married to a similarly de- 
formed Fish Boy who doubles as 
manager of the show. 

Sanders’ account of carny life 
is an uncorseted picture of all the 
shady, thimble-rigging practices on 
the more malodorous midways of 
the country. The novelist has ob- 
served carny oddities and ops with 
an unblinking and knowing eye. 

Pans. 


Kurnitz’s Whodunit 

“Invasion of Privacy” by Harry 
Kurnitz (Random House; $2.75), is 
a new whodunit by the author of 
“Reclining Figure.” Latter, orig- 
inally written as a novel under the 
pseudonym, Marco Page, was pro- 
duced on Broadway last season. 

“Invasion” ‘is a fast-paced yarn 
starring the New York representa- 
tive of a Coast film studio. Lead- 
ing lady is a scripter whose ‘“per- 
fect crime” screenplay turns out 
to be true. There are plenty of 
salty observations about pic mak- 
ing and pic people. Down. 





Prof. Downer’s Play Anthology 

“The Art of the Play” by Alan 
Downer (Holt; $6) is an anthology 
of nine famous plays. The author, 
a member of Princeton’s faculty, 
supplies notes and observations on 


| chester Guardian. 


the scripts, playwright, contem- 
porary staging, scenic effects, ete. 
Book is dedicated to Harley 

ville-Barker, to whem the author 
acknowledges inspirational debt. 


While Downer work is intended 


text contains much of value for 
stage pros. The plays analyzed in- 
clude “Ghosts,” “Prometheus 
Bound,” “Doctor Faustus,” 


“The Sea Gull,” “The Emperor 
Jones,” “Fuente Ovejuna” (“The 


'There are several illustration: 
Down 





Radio Whodunit 
“Circumstances Beyond Control,” 
by Alvin Yudkoff (Rinehart; $2.75), 
is a~ superior whodunit in the 
psychological vein, depending for 
its impact on the war of. nerves 
played behind the scenes of the 


character is a former top network 
announcer who cracks. He soon 
finds himself involved in a suicide, 
then murder; and he is hounded 
by one of, the most merciless juve- 
nile characters of recent invention. 

Author’s savvy as a radio and tv 
writer sharpens the .“bhackstage” 
flavor of this well-executed yarn. 

Down. 
CHATTER 

Leonard P. Leone has been ap- 
pointed art director of Bantam 
Books 


Jack~Benny is authoring “The 
Way of Some Flesh ” for Simon & 
Schuster next year. , 

J. Murray Watson retiring from 


burgh. John Buchanan succeeds 
as acting editor: 


VarRIETy, Dublin staffer Maxwell 


Festival to gander 
for Radio Eireann. 
Digest Editorial Inc. ehartered 
to conduct a publishing business in 
New York. Whiteshorn. & Cowin, 
225 Broadway, filing attorneys. 
.Edwin Muir, Scot. essayist and 
poet, and w.k. broadcaster, leaving 


plays and films 


post as Professor of Poetry at 
Harvard U. 


Richard L. Coe, drama editor of 


Brando for Reynolds News, a Lon- 
don Sunday paper. 


Ruth Mehrtens switches from 
Time’s Chicago bureau to Ottawa 


longtime White House correspond- 
ent, joins the Windy City office. 

Jack Thompson, former manager 
of indie radio station CKOY -in 
Ottawa, publishing a new subur- 
ban weekly, West End Times. Staf- 
fer is onetime CKOY announcer, 
Don Hamilton. 


Gerard Fay has been. upped to 
the London editorship of the Man- 
e takes over 
his new job Sept. 5, but will con- 
tinue, for the time aaa at any 
rate, to write his weekly legit fea- 
ture. 

Pocket Books Inc., will put out 
a special printing of 33,000 copies 
of Van Wyck Mason's “Himalayan 
Assignment,” for use in promotion 


deal negotiated by producer 
Charles Tanner. 

James Helvick, the nom-de- 
plume which appeared on “Beat 
the Devil” in 1951, and will appear 
on “Overdraft on Glory” being 
published Aug. 24 by Lippincott, is 
actually Claud Cockburn, a top 
contributor to Punch, the British 


humor publication. 
Ex-a agency exec John G. 
Schneider’s novel, “The Gold- 


Plated Kazoo”, for Rinehart Pub- 
lication next January, treats with 
the 1960 Presidential campaign as 
agency tycoons’ take over respec- 
tively the destinies of the Demo 
and GOP candidates. 

Dr. David H. Greene, associate 


John Millington Synge, Irish play- 
wright and one of the founders of 
the Abbey Theatre, Dublin. 
Fortnight, the Magazine Of the 
Pacific Coast, in its August issue 
|leads off with “The West’s Livest 
Ghost Town,” salute to Lucius 


expatriate New Yorkers” who pub- 
lish the Territorial Enterprise, 
Virginia City, Nesv., and “hustle 
ads” in a plush. private railroad 
car, with all the vintage trimmings. 

A. C. Spectorsky, whose gamut 
has ranged from 20th-Fox Films to 
Chi Sun, New Yorker and Park 


authored a novel, “The Exurban- 
ites”, for Lippincott publication in 
October. Book has the overtones 


ana station-wagon set as a theme. 
Coast radio-tv and film scripter 
Melvin Levy’s novel, “Lafayette 





Carter’, is another Lippincott item, 


> 


i but not due until next January. 


mainly for students of drama, his- 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK - 
reritom wae 








a4 
+ 





“An- 1 
thony and Cleopatra,” “Tartuffe,” pect, I am now turning to video, which I understand is finding it hard - 
| to get its second wind. 


Sheep Well”), and “Qedipus Rex.” : 


Having tried for two years to lift.the picture biz out of its doldrums, 
only to find every producer holding these tax-free gifts as highly sus- 


. Here ty ‘collection of .mediocrities. which should hold the home 
screens the majors release all A’s in their bulging vaults, in a 
final, desperate attempt to drive people back to. picture houses. They 
are given free to subscribers as one more proof that VARIETY simply. 
doesn’t ‘know the meaning of the words “service charge.” 





OLD TITLE NEW TITLE 
Paluko African Shame 





Sweeney planed to the Edinburgh | 


Edinburgh for America to take up| 
the Washington Post-Times Herald, | 


is writing a series_on Marlon 


next month when Ed Darby, Time’s | 


of the film of same tag, under a} 


This is a documentary of primitive customs, superstitions and tribal 
life in darkest Florida. The natives never; but never, wear any clothes. 


| There’s a terrific animal chase that for stark suspense is really some- 
declining fortunes of radio. Central; thing. Fortunately much of it is shot in the Everglades where men 
‘and animals move like frightened shadows. And in the open there’s 
| always a large animal, a fat capitalist or high grass which gauzes the 
‘nude hunters. This may cause a certain amount of audience-frustra- 
| tion and produce picketing by heliotherapy faddists, but New England 
, Puritans will warmly appiaud the concealments ayd cuts. 


; 


ae ~ 


Love In A Ditch A Sweatheart Named Perspire 
This is a tragically sordid story of a young farmharn and a cracked 


| Southern belle who has seen better days. His job is to water irrigation 
| ditehes on her old farm which would have gone completely to ruin 


_years ago if it hadn’t been for TVA. 
She makes him carry her across the. wider ditches and her warm 


body, faint perfume and delayed passions inflame him so he can hardly 


do his work. 


He wears a sweatshirt. It’s all he has left from his gridiron days at 


'Prunehill Agricultural College. With red paint he has lettered ‘the 


word “Perspire” across the front of the sweatshirt. This is the Mt. 
editorship’ of The Scotsman, Edin- | Whitney of his hillbilly humor. 

One day she embroiders the word over ‘his red paint. He catches 
| her as she is sewing the final stitch. He rudely grabs it from her, rip- 


ping it almost in half. He put it over his 


tired. and sweating body 
nevertheless. 


| When he sees the hurt look in her eyes his heart is filled with com- 


_ passion. He takes her in his arms_and crushes her. That rips the rest 
| of his sweatshirt. All that is left is the word “spire.” It brings them 
| both to their senses. 
“Let’s get to a church, quick,” says our hero. 
“Yes; let’s,” cries the cracked Southern belle. 
They race over the ditches and disappear over the horizon toward 
the church spire. 





Biack Badge Of Fear . Tunnel Love 

Rex Hartsook, a civil engineer in the Civil War, is ordered to drill 

a tunnel under the Mason-Dixor line. It is figured that this would be 
one way to avoid a second Battle of Bull Run. 


Halfway-through the project he meets a tunnel heading north. He 
' waits in black fear to see who is digging it. It turns out to be Scarlet 
O’Mara, the South’s first femaie surveyor. 

Harstouk shakes himself of his black fear and grips her by the shoul- 
ders, “Oh,” she cries. He covers her mouth with kisses, 

By quitting time both realize they cam never go back and to go on 
would be suicide. They promise to resolve this impasse before report- 
ing for work fhe next morning. otis see. ; 3 aed 

But. headquarters takes the matter out of their hands. The Second 
Battle of Bull Run is ordered to get rolling. The North takes a second 
shellacking and Hartsook is blamed for it. If he had not dawdled, the 
tunnel attack would have got the pricrity. 

In the bombardments their tunnels are destroyed and with it their 
love. Years later they meet at a convention of engineers in Baltimore. 
They meet in a darkened hall way. 

“Just like old times!” says Hartsook. .,. 

Scarlet gives him a Mona Lisa smile. “Not quite,” she warns, “I’m 
married now and my husband is right behind that door.” 

“Oh,” ohs Hartsook. “And what does your husband do?” 

“He’s a test shot for Dupon Arms. Any further questions?” 

“Nice seeing you again,” says Hartsook. 

His. black, badge of fear had returned. He lit a sulphur match and 
| groped his way toward the stairs to the lobby. He took the first train 
back to Boston, thereby leaving the convention without a chairman of 








| the Triangulation Panel. 


Scarlet O’Mara took over the chair. ‘Now as to when it is wise to 
| tunnel or resort to an open cut,” she began . 





Red Head . Too Dumb To Deceive 
Jem Wrangle was a spy for the FBI. He rapidly rose to a leader of 
a Communist cell. He had to do this, he was told, to keep suspicion off 


, himself. He was sure he was not politically ambitious but he started 


some mighty ambitious innovations in the Communist party. In fact; 
he was the guy who gave it the slogan, “Let’s organize to overthrow 





prof. of English at NYU, taking a) 
year’s sabbatical under Rockefeller | 
Foundation grant, to work in Ire-| 
land on the official biography of, 


Beebe and Charles Clegg, “elegant | 


East editing, and now senior edi- | 
tor on NBC’s “Home” tv show, has | 


of the huckster and plush suburbi- | 


the Government by .some subtle subversive means; you know, like 
hand grenades.” 

Ginny Crankase immediately threw her arms around him. “Jem, 
you’re worth a carload of loyalty oaths to the cause and I’m yours,” 
she cried. 

Actually Ginny was a Government clerk who ‘thrilled at slumming 
/among the workers. She didn’t even belong to the party. The leaders 
thought she was even too dumb for that. But she was young and pretty 
as a film starlet. 

Only the workers themselves, it seems, rose to be dues-paying clods. 
In fact, they never rose to anything else. They saw one Jem Wrangle 
after another climb to the top of the heap and then disappear in a 
cloud of memorandum notes. Some said they couldn’t be chumped 
more if they were Republicans. But they never sispected they were 
being used as live copy. } 

Not until Jem Wrangle began publishing his confessions, appearing 
on tv panel shows, testifying before Congressional committees, and 
lecturing audiences, did the dues-paying C.P. chumps left behind 
realize how many ambitious men had walked uphill over their tired 
bodies. It seems that all the awful things which Jem said came on 
orders direct from Moscow they remembered as Jem’s own innovations. 

They were dazed more than usual when Jem named Ginny Crankase 
as the gal who used to empty the wastebaskets into a Communist lorry 
instead of turning them over to a capitalist paper drive. She denied 
it. That got her indicted for perjury, which had become the country’s 
major crime at the time. It got you 15 years. 

Jason Spry, a Washington patent lawyer, who was starving to death 
anvway, offered to defend Ginny. While on bail he married her and 
the trial was held up for months to determine if this were legal. It 


> 


| was. So was her conviction. 


After her conviction she had a baby while the case was on appeal. 
Wrangle said he knew for a fact that Spry wasn’t the father. 
As this brought up the issue of honor among liars, Spry challenged 


| Wrangle to a duel and chose as weapons hand grenades at 10 feet. 
| This blew up everybody, including the seconds, referees, judges and 
j investigation committees. , 
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Broadway 


Lt. Eddie Davis Jr., son of for- 
mer boniface of Leon & Eddie’s, 
N. Y., being married Sept. 17 to 
Sara E. Oberlin, in Mansfield, O. 

The Irving Berlins’ summer 
place,-in Sullivan County, is in the 
(“Diane” rainfalis) flood disaster 
area, and one of the bridges, lead- 
ing to their retreat at Lew Beach, 


was washed away. It  semi- 
marooned Ellin, the songsmith’s 
wife, who has been sojourning 


there most of the summer with the 
children. 

Michael Stern, who first broke 
the Major Holohan scandal, when 
he was roving European corre- 
spondent, for Fawcetts’ True mag 

e has since shifted to Argosy), 
is due in Washington next week to 
testify in the reopened case about 
the OSS officer who was shot be- 
hind Italian lines in the last stages 
of the war. 

Stephen Domenici, former 
maitre d’ of the Stork Club Cub 
Room, Whitehall, Palm _ Beach, 
Buffalo Statler, the Sun & Surf 
Club, Atlantic Beach, among oth- 
ers, named restaurants manager of 
the Plaza Hotel, succeeding Louis 
“Gigi” Molinari who resigned last 
spring to take a similar position at 

e Waldorf-Astoria. 

Next Monday (29), instead of 
Tuesday, is the definite date for 
the show biz friends of the retir- 
ing Loew’s Theatres executive, 
Oscar A. Doob, to foregather at 
“21” to hoist a few and bon voyage 
him to Palm Beach, Fla., Where he 
and Mrs. Doob will settle. Ernie 
Emerling, Maurice Bergman and 
Art Schmidt are the arrangements 
committee, 

The “Mr. New York Day,” in 
honor of Harry Hershfield, which 
Mayor Wagner edicted last spring 
and was capped with a Waldorf- 
Astoria testimonial dinner to the 


70-year-old newspaper columnist- t 


cartoonist, saw its aftermath this 
past weekend with the opening of 
the N. Y. Cardiac Home, Yonkers. 
It’s the extension of the (Alfred 
J.) McCosker-Hershfield Hospital, 
now an enlarged 100-bed, 117- 
room, four-story institution. 

«. highly appropriate name is 
held by the pressagent for Le 
Cupidon. Mario Trombone is blow- 
ing the horn for that spot. 

The Kuchuk-Huchik idyll has 
broken up. Agent Benny Kuchuk 
and this wife, former model Dor- 
othy Huchik, have separated. 


Frank Sinatra gets the cover- 
story treatment in the upcoming 
Time with the Ezra Goodman- 
penned piece bearing the title. 
“The Kid from Hoboken.” Though 
appearing in the Cinema Section, 
the article covers Sinatra’s career 
in all show biz fields. 


Chicago 

Sid Epstein, Wm. Morris act 
booker, in Las Vegas for two 
weeks. 

Jack Pavis exits the Fulton-Mor- 
rissey agency to join Ted Sills 
public relations firm. 

Orch leader Frank York and 
Benny Sharp organizing a benefit 
for family of pianist Ray Kenyon 
who was killed in a traffic brawl. 
Art Goldsmith is rounding up the 
acts. 

Essaness topper Edwin Silver- 
man dispatching Woods Theatre 
manager Jack Belasco and press- 
agent Paul Montague to N.Y. to 
help beat drums for opening of 
“Phenix City Story” Sept. 2 at the 
State. Silverman has a piece of 
film, currently in fifth frame at 
the Woods here. 

Pic actress Dorothy Towne (Mrs. 
Jack Webb) entefed Passavant 
Hospital Sunday (21) for observa- 
tion. She had been accompanying 
Webb on his cross-country promo- 
tion junket for his “Pete Kelly 
Blues” pic. 


Paris 
By Gene Moskiwitz 

Gilles Gallion, son of director 
Yves Allegret, killed in an auto 
accident. 

Robert Siodmak infor discus- 
sions on U. S. distrib of his Ger- 
man pic, “Die Ratten.” 

Arthur Krim, Charles Smadja, 


Arnold Picker, Joe Bellfort and) 
; wood, following Johnny Ray into 


Bob Cohn all heading for Rome. 


Larry Bachman, U. S. scripter, 
through on his way to Rome to 
confer on a script he is doing for 
production there later this year. 


Spencer Tracy and Edward 
Dymtryk going through on their 
way to Chamonix to begin exteri- 
Ors on the pic, “The Mountain” 
(Par). 

_Jimmy Davis, U. S. songwriter- 
singer and longtime Paris resident, 
off on a tour of the Gallic resorts 
with the show from the local 
nitery L’Echfelle Jacob. 

Jean Renoir will do a film star- 
ring Ingrid Bergman here in Oc- 














tober. It will be a comedy based 
on an origitial script by Renoir 
called “Le Coeur A L’Aise” (Rest- 
ful Heart). 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 
Charles Chaplip says Paulette 
Goddard will the femme star 
of the film he will make in Moroc- 
co, Paris and London next season. 
This is Miss Goddard’s third pic 
with Chaplin. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 

McGuire Sisters hosting 1,200 
moppet members of their fan club 
. lisbury Beach Frolics Friday 
(26). 

Three Hub femmes, Barbara 
Britanny, Ariadne Jeon and Rae 
McLean, now dancing at Radio 
City, N. Y. 

Ray Anthony on a Saturday 
nighter at Totem Pole Ballroom 
(20) carrying out Roy Gill’s season 
policy of big names. 

Bradford Roof closes Labor Day 
weekend and will be entirely reno- 
vated. Owner Ralph Snider and 
Boniface Al Taxier have elaborate 
plans for it, , 

Barbara Lamont joined Phil 
Spitany as bass player in New 
York this week. Hub gal was stu- 
dent for last 4 years at Berkelee 
School of Music. , 


“ By Les Rees 

“Accent on Youth” on view at 
Edyth Bush theatre. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
comedian Sonny Howard. 

Morris. Efron back with “Solid 
Gold Cadillac” at the Lyceum. 

Dick and Don Maw, sons of 
Ralph Maw, Metro district man- 


ager here, and their jazz orchestra 
played concert at Walker Art Cen- 
er. 








Former longtime dramatic stock 
leading lady Marie Gale, widow of 
the late A. G. Bainbridge, theatre 
operator here, and Mary Seibel, 
erstwhile New York tv actress, 
daughter of Ev Seibel, United Pa- 
ramount Theatres ad-publicity 
head here, among those recruited 
for cast of a commercial film_be- 
ing produced by Reid H. Ray Films, 
Twin Cities’ studio. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

Horace Heidt Show at the Audi- 
torium Aug. 20. 

George Amate has some top va- 
riety shows inked for his nitery 
this fall. 

Journal drama editor Arnold 
Marks back at his desk after a two- 
week trip to California. 

“Call Me Madam” at the Port- 
land Civic Theater and “The Des- 
ert Song” at the Holladay Bowl do- 
ing capacity biz. 

Evergreen’s New Million Dollar 
Fox Theater celebrated its first 
anni last Friday (12). Manager 
Dean Mathews tossed a big shindig. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: Kelvin 1,590) 

Edinburgh Festival getting wide- 
spread coverage via tv. 

Gaiety Theatre, Leith, opened up 
again with vaude shows. 

“Jazz Train” into King’s, Glas- 
gow, for two-week stint. 

Stan Stennett, Welsh comedian, 
set for Empire, Glasgow, Sept. 22. 

Eve Boswell, South African chir- 
per, topping bill at Empire, Edin- 
burgh, 

Deep River Boys skedded for 
Empire Theatre, Glasgow, in Sep- 
tember. 

Jack Milroy, comedian of the 
burned-out Ayr Gaiety Theatre, 
pacted for new revue at Gaiety 
Theatre, Leith. 

Wilson Barrett Co. bowed out 
of Auld Lang Syne territury after 
17 years of repertory. Bill Barrett 
off on six-months’ holiday. 


Atlantic City 


Frankie Laine to open Friday in 
Manor Supper Club in North Wild- 





spot, 

Sammy Davis Jr. added name to 
those inscribed in concrete in front 
of Skinny D’Amato’s 500 club as 
he arrived Friday for week. 

Merritt O, Bishop to move Savoy 
Restaurant and cocktail lounge 
from Texas and Atlantic Ave. 
building to Providence and Paci- 
fic Aves. in new Strand Motel to 
be erected this fall. 

Julius La Rosa into Steel Pier 
vaudeville. Aug. 28-Sept.4. Les El- 
gart band featured in Marine ball- 
room, With La Rosa are Artie 
Dann as emcee; George Wong 
Troupe; and Roy Douglas and Co. 





London 


Annual radio and-tv exhibition 
opens at Earls Court today (Wed.). 


Irwin Corey returns to N. Y. at 
the end of this month. 

J. Arthur Rank 7 a new 
suburban theatre in Bayswater 
next Monday (29). 

Bethe Douglas stars in a BBC- 
TV Starlight program from the 
radio exhibition next Wed. (31). 

The Azuma Kabuki Dancers, 
who are appearing at the Edin- 
burgh festival, make their debut 
at Covent Garden Opera House on 
Sept. 12. 

Herman Levy, TOA _ general 
counsel, among the industry guests 
to the Royal Naval Film Corpora- 
tion dinner at the Greenwich Nav- 
al Academy. 

Tom O’Brien M.P., general sec- 
retary of National Assn. of Thea- 
trical and Kine Employees, cele- 
brated his 55th birthday by dealing 
with unofficial strikes at the stu- 
dios. 

Cantinflas arrived last week ac- 
companied by impresario Jacques 
Gelman, for his role in Todd-AO’s 
“Around World in 80 Days,” and 
was feted at a Dorchester cock- 
tailery. Pe 

Billy Butlin, a member of the 
crew of the London Variety tent 
donated $28,000 to the Heart Fund. 
Ken Jones, another barker, has 
given $3,000 on behalf of the Clif- 
ton Cinema circuit. 

British film actress Diane Cilen- 
to, who is geing to New York for 
upcoming production of “Tiger At 
the Gates,” has waxed her first 
disk, “A Fool and His Heart” for 
the Polygon label. 

By George Mezoefi 

Carl. Zuckmayer’s new play, 
“The Cold Light,” will be Swiss- 
preemed in September at Schaus- 
pielhaus. 

Stadttheatre Basle announces 
first Swiss performance of Cole 
Porter’s “Kiss Me Kate” for com- 
ing season, 

The Imperial Ballet of Japan 
inked for several performances at 
Theatre am Central before going 
to Scandinavia. 

Schauspielhaus will open 1955- 
56 legit season with revival of 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It,” 
not produced here since 1942. 

Kansas City 
By John Quinn 

Jimmy Lloyd, local boy who has 
been playing in films, back here 
and appearing on WDAF-TV. 

Maurice Duker (and: the Mrs.) 
of Loew’s Midland motoring east 
on vacation while Zev Yovan of the 
Loew’s St. Louis staff sits in. 

Senn Lawler, of Fox Midwest; 
Ronald Means, exhibitor; and 
Harry Hamburg, of Paramount, 
heading the Audience Awards cam- 
paign and publicity here. 


San Diego 
By Donald Freeman 

California U. donated a plot of 
land at Torrey Pines for proposed 
theatre of La Jolla Playhouse. 

Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball 
among film-tv names vacationing 
in Del Mar with opening of racing 
season. 

Groucho Marx and Van Johnson 
and families vacationing at Hotel 
Del Coronado while “Battle Sta- 
tions” is being shot at nearby 
North Island. 

Annual Shakespearian Festival 
opened under Craig Noel’s direc- 
tion in Old Globe Theatre, a 
replica of Bard’s theatre outside 
of Stratford-on-Avon. 


e 
Munich 
By Karin Thimm 
(Saebenerstrasse 54) 

Another young American, Keith 
Engen, prepering his international 
career in uenchen; he sang in 
Bela Bartok opera, “Ritter Blau- 
bart.” 

Dr- Frieder Weissmann, former 
German conductor who now lives 
in Havana, Cuba, came to Muen- 
chen after having “conducted the 
Berlin Philharmonics with great 
success. Dr. Weissmann took part 
in the opera festival as conductor 
of Strauss’ ‘‘Rosenkavalier.” 

“Die Ratten” (The Rats), Robert 
Siodmak’s film version of Gerhart 
Hauptmann drama, in its. sixth 
week here. It’s the most interesting 
film this summer. Ther®é will be 
better product in September, but 
right now is “cucumber time,” as 
we call it. 

Helmut Kaeutner, German film 
director (“The Last Bridge,” ‘‘Lud- 
wig II”), working on a love story 
localed at the borderline to East- 
ern Germany. His main actors are 
rather unknown, Eva Kotthaus, 
Eric Schuman and Horst Buchholz. 
Kaeutner is going to novelize the 
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film plot, which he has written, for 
publication. 
Muenchen’s 1955 ra festival 
started with two brilliant perform- 
ances; Johann Strauss’ operetta, 
“A Night in Venedig,” was shown 
outdoors in Nymphenburg Park, 
and Haendel’s “Julius Caesar” in 
the small opera house. Big Na- 
tional Opera building still is in 
ruins mainly; not enough funds yet 
for rebuilding. David Thaw, Amer- 
ican, sings the main. male role 
opposite Elfie Mayerhofer. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 

Omaha Variety ‘mugg Glenn 
Trump named prexy of Campbell 
Top of Circus Fans Assn.; his 
wife was elected secretary. 

John Vana, whose trio has 
played several Omaha _ niteries, 
named head of music department 
of Laurel, Neb., public schools. 


By Ramsay Ames 
(Castellana Hilton; 37-22-00) 


Carmen Sevilla in Barcelona to 
cut some records. ‘ 


Abe Saperstein and his Harlem 
Globetrotters in Madrid perform in 
Plaza de Toros. 

Carlos Thompson, his chore fin- 
ished in “Thunderstorm,” off to 
vacation in Paris. 


‘Mary Pickford arrived with 
Buddy Rogers and left almost im- 
mediately for Gibraltar. 

Kirk Douglas, with beard, ready 
to begin his “Van Gogh” in Italy. 
Appeared at charity gala in Monte; 
Carlo with Gina Lollobrigida. 

Argentina’s Alberto Castillo 
opened at Teatro Madrid with his 
own repertory company, which in- 
cludes Tip & Top, singer Pastora 
Quintero, and dancer Esperanza 
Roy. ° 

Emma Pennella, who has just 
finished ‘‘Los Peces Rojos’ (The 
Red Fish) opposite Arturo de Cor- 
dova, will be Mur Oti’s star in his 
soon-to-begin “Fedra,” which will 
be made in Spain rather than 
Brazil as originally planned. 

Visiting Madrid last week— 
Giuseppe de Santis, director of 
San Sebastian Festival prizewin- 
ner “Giorni d’Amore” (Days of 
Love). He visited Lucia Bose (the 
Italian star, who is now Mrs. 
Dominguin). She made her first 
picture with him. 

Spain’s entries for the Venice 
Film Festival (Aug. 25-Sept. 12) 
are Celta Films “Orgullo” (Pride), 
and Aspa’s “El Canto del Gallo” 
(The Song of the Cock), starring 
Francisco Rabal and Gerard Tichy. 
Its jury member: newspapermen 
and critic Carlos Fernandez Cuen- 
ca. 





Riviera 
By Ed Quinn 
(151 Blv. de l’Observatoire, 
Nice; 539-98) 

Jack L. Warner summering at 
his Cap d’Antibes villa “Aujourd- 
hui.” Amongst house guests was 
Liberace. 

Lilo, star of “Can-Can,” did first 
date in Europe at the Monte Carlo 
Sporting Club. 

Danny Kaye has ended vacation 

with wife Sylvia at the swank La 
6 Beaulieu, and now back 
n U. S. 
Darvas & Julia did a quick voy- 
age to Europe to play a one nite 
stand at the Sporting Club, Monte 
Carlo, and then returned to New 
York for tv. 

Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers 
house guested with Yvonne Vallee 
at her Cannes villa. 

Hedy Lamarr and hubby vaca- 
tioned at Hotel Carlton, Cannes. 

Howard Hawks. and wife holi- 
dayed in Monte Carlo. 

Top British band Geraldo and 
Armando Orefiche and his Havana 
Cuban Boys, backed up by local 
ork Louis Frosio with singer Tony 
Ovio, supplying music for ritzy 
Monte Carlo Sporting Club. 

Peter Ustinov in from filming in 
Munich did a cabaret stint at the 
Red Cross gala in Monte Carlo. 

Martine Carol, top French star, 
resting in her Grasse villa. She is 
due to go to the U. S. for a film 
chore in February. 

Brigitte Bardot at work in the 
Victorine studios Nice in new pic, 
“The Light Opposite,” with Ray- 
mond (Napoleon) Pellegrin. 

Silvana Mangano and producer- 
husband Dino de Laurentiis at their 
luxurious villa in Cap Martin, near 
Monte Carlo. 

Greta Garbo surveying remodel- 
ling operation on her newly ac- 
quired villa, “The Rock,” near 
Monte Carlo. 

Kirk Douglas came to Monte 
Carlo Beach Hotel for a few days 
and played new role as emcee at 
a Monte Carlo gala to aid polio 
victims. Gina Lollobrigida dtd first 
public song stint successfully sing- 
ing three items in English, French 
and Italian at the same gala, 





_ Arlene Dah! hospitalized with a 
case of anemia. 


Dana. Andrews to Mexico City 
to make a picture. 

William Lundigan planed to De- 
troit for tv huddles. 

Pat Duggan back from Denver 
funeral of father-in-law. 

Patti Moore recovering after an 
emergency appendectomy. 

Bing Crosby’s son Phil seriously 
injured in a motor accident. 

Lana Turner fell in a bathtub 
and injured her back and head. 

Jack L. Warner awarded special 
Citation of Honor by Air Force 
Assn. 

Gordon Scott returned from 
“Tarzan” locations in British East 
Africa. 

Deborah Kerr and William 
Holden returned from Virgin 
Islands. 

Larry Gengo of Frank. Sennes’ 
N.Y. office in to coordinate Bevhills 
agency with N.Y. activities. 

Audie Murphy has tieup with 
the U. S. Treasury Department to 
promote the sale of Savings Bonds, 

Fred Kline resigned as prexy of 
Walter E. Kline & Associates to 
form new public relations firm 
with Len Simpson. 

Thalians, theatrical charity 
group, holds dinner dance next 
Monday (29) for benefit of the Na- 
tional Mental Health Foundation. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
(Grosse Schiffgasse 1A; A 45 0 45) 

A second festival house planned 
at Salzburg, for legit shows only. 

New ice revue, “All That You 
Wish,” being reedien Oy Will Pet- 
ter with music by Robert Stolz. 

City of Vienna granting $2,000,- 
000 “credit” on new taxes to be 
collected for modernizing films. 

“Three Coins in ountain” 
(20th) running for six months at 
Garten Bau Kino with record atten- 
dance of 250,000. 

“Love at Crossroads” is title of 
a new Austro-German co-produc- 
tion to be made by Rex of Berlin 
and Schoenbrunn of Vienna. 

Summer heat was no obstacle 
to distribs meaerting foreign prod- 
uct. New record hit a total of 40, 
of which 21 from U.S. in July. 

The Austrian Academy of Sci- 
ence will hold an International 
Mozart Congress during the Vienna 
1956 festivals, June 2-24, 

By Hazel Guild 
(24 Rheinstrasse; 76751) 

Barbara Rutting to London for a 
British film. 

Top German films, ‘“Canaris” 
and Ludwig II,” set for French re- 
lease. 

Hannerl Matz, German actress, 
to appear as guest with the Vienna 
Burg Theatre in Paris, in “Medea.” 

Hessischer Rundfunk (local ra-~ 
dio) to carry “Ariadne auf Naxos” 
from the Salzburg Music Festival 
Aug. 26. 

Rudy Goldschmidt, Republic rep 
in Germany, lecturing at the Mun- 
ich University about the U.S. film 
industry. . 

Marika Roekk guests in Septem- 
ber in the play, “Das Ministerium 
ist Beleidigt” (The Ministry Is In- 
sulted). at the town’s Franz Althoff 

au. 

German actress Maria Schell be- 
gins work on her first starring role 
in a French film, “Gervaise,” this 
month. Rene Clement directs her 
in this new film, based on Emile 
Zola’s “‘l’Assomoir.” 

City’s Kleines Haus Theatre, 
which remained open during the 
summer season when the Grosses 
Haus closed, is alternating perform- 
ances of “Teehaus” (Teahouse of 
August Moon) and “Bunbury” (Im- 
portance of Being Earnest). 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Mills Bros. current at Casino 
Royal nitery. 

Ilya Lopert into 0.0. his local 
theatnes and to beat drums for 
“Summertime.” 

A women’s committee luncheon, 
highlighted by Patricia (“King and 
I”) Morison and Denise Lor, chan- 
toosey of Garry Moore teleshow, 
kicked-off Variety Club’s annual 
a drive over the past week- 
ena, 


San Francisco 


By Bill Steif 

The Call-Bulletin’s Dorothy 
Friend recovering from surgery at 
Children’s Hospital, 

“Pajama Game” at the Curran 
cutting out Wednesday matinees, 
adding Sunday night performances; 
token of show’s popularity here. 

Randolph Hale excited about 
acquiring Bill Gargan, Barton Mac- 
Lane and Richard Jaeckel, in addi- 
tion to Nancy Coleman, for his 
“Desperate Hours” production, 
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Venice Film Fest 
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and in the so-called TV Theatre 
small-seater, which this year has 
been newly equipped for Cinema- 
Scope and other widescreen sys- 
tems. The Arena also has new ana- 
morph-stereosound equipment and 
the screen of the main theatre has 
also been enlarged for VistaVision 
projection. Innovation, in an at- 


tempt to curb ticket speculation 
will be photographic identification 
on press passes, as is done at the 
Cannes Festival. Blackmarketing of 
tickets, especially for gala events 


and evenings, last year shot prices | 


up to absurd heights, some selling 
for some $50 per. 


The U. S., which has a large 
package of pix in the documentary 
event, is officially repped at the 
Festival by Joseph Beatty, Veter- 
ans Administration Motion Picture 
and Visual Aids topper — since 
1933 and producér - director of 
his own 
right. Captain Beatty was of- 
ficial U. S. delegate to the Edin- 
burgh . Festival in 1953. MPAA 
matters at the Festival will once 
more be handled by Eugene Van 
Dee. 

Extra U. S. Pix 


Yank feature selection has final- 
ly been arrived at after consider- 
able indecision. “The Kentuckian” 
(Hecht-Lancaster for U-A), and “‘To 
Catch a Thief” (Par) make up the 
offieial U. S. selection submitted 
by the MPAA pre-selection com- 
mittee in accordance with Festival 
regulation holding official entries 
to two per country. In addition, 
“Blackboard Jungle” (Metro) and 
“The Big Knife” (Preminger-Ald- 
rich for U-A) are in on an invi- 
tation basis. “The Big Knife” was 
a last-minute entry by the Society 
of independent Motion Picture 
Producers. 

It’s felt that the Festival, which 
is allowed to invite a total of six 
pictures extra-quota from all 
countries, would have invited still 
another U. S. picture if the proper 
product had come along and/or 
been submitted. There was a sin- 
cere effort on the part of the Fes- 
tival to “find” still another Yank 
entry possibility, and to this ef- 
fect several pix were screened lo- 
cally in the hopes that they would 
meet with the particular exigen- 
cies of the event. No other item 


’ strong enough to earn an invitation 


was found. 


Conversely, certain other pic- 
tures “asked for” as potential Fes- 
tival entries (for example Par’s 
“The Rese Tattoo”) were refused 
by their producers, according to 
the Festival. While on the one 
hand the Festival authorities don’t 
always realize the particular prob- 
Jems facing the U. S..majors in sub- 
mitting pictures to Venice, and the 
only relative importance festivals 
may have overseas in a New York 
homeoffice, especially in view of 
their large number, on the other 
it’s felt that a little more effort 
in finding proper competitive prod- 
uct (and “Marty” becomes a clas- 
sic example) would earn the U. S. 
many more deserved festival kudos. 
It’s not the lack of the product, it’s 
the difficulty in finding it, then 
getting it to the festival—this the 
local outlook. 


Other Nations’ Hoopla 2 


Making a big splash in this sec- 
tor will be some other nations, 
especially Great Britain and Japan. 
British, led by BFPA prexy John 
Davis, is swamping Venice with a 
50-man delegation of stars and di- 
rectors and will throw several 
parties. Britain has practically ab- 
stained from such activity in the 
past few years, and the switch is 
particularly notable. Japan is send- 
ing 15 delegates, including their 
top femme star, Macvhiko Kyo, a 
director, and a writer. 


Italy’s Unitalia public relations 
office is also making a strong. ef- 
fort to get usually lacking Italian 
names to the Venice event, and will 
pay their fare and stay in this city 
in an attempt to get a large repre- 
sentation. Unlike Cannes, Venice 
will not, in most cases, pay to have 
stars fly im from faraway spots, 
though attempts are made to ac- 
commodate as many as possible, 
hotel-wise, once they get here. 
Hence, the U. S. star representa- 
tion, notable in number, is mainly 
made up of names already in Italy 
or Europe. On the U. S. list, so 
far, are Henry Fonda, Mel Ferrer, 
Audrey Hepburn, Burt -Lancaster, 
Ava Gardner, Gloria Grahame, Ed- 


mund Purdom, Linda Christian, 
Rhonda Fleming, Arlene Dahl, 
Judy Holliday, Hedy Lamarr and 
Tony Curtis. 

The following films are in the 
running. England has “John and 
Julie,” with Noel Middleton, Moira 
Lister, Constance Cummings, di- 
rected by William Fairchild; “Doc- 
tor at Sea,” with Dirk Bogarde, in 
V’Vision, directed by Ralph Thom- 
as, and “The Deep Blue Sea,” 
©’Scoper directed by Anatole Lit- 
vak, with Vivien Leigh and Ken- 
neth More—this picture invited 
“extra-quota.” France has three 
features in competition (and one, 
Rene Clair’s “Les Grandes Man- 
oeuvres,” starring Gerard Philipe 
and Michele Morgan, out of com- 
petition, to be shown on the final 
evening): “Chiens Perdus Sans 
Colliers,” with Jean Gabin, and 
and director Jean Delannoy; “Les 
Heros Sont Fatigues,” Yves-Ciampi 
directing Yves Montand and Maria 
Felix; and, invited, “(Les Mauvaises 
Rencontres,” . directed by Alex- 
andre Astruc, with Anouk Aimee. 

Italy competes with three pic- 
tures: “The Swindler,” directed by 
Federico Fellini, with Broderick 
Crawford, Richard Basehart and 
Giulietta Masiha; “Amici Per La 
‘Pelle,” and either “Le Amiche” 
or “Gli Sbandati” as the invita- 
tional item. 


Japan has two entries, ““Shuzen- 
jii Mpnogotari,” directed by 
Nobaru Nakamura, and “Yoki-hi,” 
directed by Kenjii Mizoguchi, with 
Machiko Kyo (Daiei), both felt 
strong contendérs. Japan also will 
show three other pix out of com- 
petition as examples of work of 
three top directors. These are 
“Takekurabe” (Heinosuke Geosho), 
“Wild Gobvse” (Shiro Tayoyda), and 
“They Were 12” (Keisuke Kinosh- 
ita). Soviet Russia is participating 
with “Towards New Shores” (L. 
Lukov; “Boris Godunov,” in Sov- 
color, directed by Vera Stroieva, 
and “The Cricket,” from Chechov, 
directed by S. Samsonov, the last- 
named invited. 


Other contestants are: for Spain, 
“El Canto del Gallo” and ‘“‘Orgullo 
de Nur Orti”; for Argentina, “La 
Tierra del Fuego Se Apaga” (di- 
rector Emilio Fernandez); for Bel- 
gium, ‘Meenven Sterven in de 
Haven”; for Brazil, “Maos Sangren- 
ta”; for Bulgaria, “A Man Decides”; 
for Czechoslovakia, “Jan Hus”; for 
Denmark, “Ordet” (director Carl 
Dreyer); for Germany, “The Devil’s 
General” (director Helmut Kaut- 
ner); for India, “Jhanak Payal 
Baaje”; for Yugoslavia, “Trenutki 
Adlocitve”; for Mexico, “After the 
Storm”; for Holland, “Ciske de 


‘| Rat’; for Poland “The Men of the 


Blue Cross.” 


An Austrian entry, “Omaru,” has 
been moved over into the docu- 
mentary competition. 


International jury designated to 
judge the main event is made up 
of Arthur Knight (U.S.A.), Henri 
Agel (France), Antonin Bronsil 
(Czech, head of Beaux Arts, (Acad- 
emy, Pragué), Roger Manvell 
(Great Britain), and Giuseppe 
Gadda Conti, Mario Gromo, Dom- 
enico Méeccoli, Carlo Ludovico 
Raggianti and Gian Luigi Rondi, 
ali Italo critics. 


Nostalgic Pix Screenings 

Continuing a series of retrospec- 
tive film showings started some 
years ago, the Festival will this 
»year spotlight the U.S. silent film 
(it was originally planned to in- 
clude past greats of the sound 
period as well, but the U.S. majors, 
according to Venice, refused per- 
mission for such screenings) via a 
seven-day series of pix assembled 
with the aid of the New York 
Museum of Modern Art. Iris Barry 
will represent the Museum. Series 
starts with some clips from 1895 
newsreels, and goes all the way up 
through 1928, with Douglas Fair- 
banks’ “The Mark of Zorro” and 
“The Gaucho” in the windup spot. 
Also showing are some early Pick- 
ford films, William S. Hart west- 
ern, “Toll Gate,” and many ex- 
cerpts from classics of the past. 

Finally, many events are sched- 
uled to parallel the local festivi- 
ties. A FIPRESCI (International 
critics association) forum will dis- 
cuss “The European Film Com- 
munity,” the three-nation (France- 
Germany-Italy) film peol commit- 
tee will meet Sept. 5 and 6 to 
discuss, and perhaps sign, forma- 
tion of a joint film group kernel 
in Europe, later to include other 
nations. And the Festival itself is 





throwing a series of parties, in- 





cluding a trip to the island of Tor- 
cello, plus an opening and a clos- 
ing reception at the Excelsior 
Hotel, indicating a switchback from 
the reltive austerity of the past 
year, when the accent was strictly 
on film. Other nations are also 
planning’ receptions during -the 
course of the 16-day event, which 
will be attended by an unpreced- 
ented number of. journalists, some 
500, from all over the world. 





Gailic Pic Yanked From Venice Fest 
Paris, Aug. 23. 

On the eve of the Venice Film 
Fest Andre Morice, French Minis- 
ter of Industry and Commerce, 
yanked one of the two French 
entries from competition because 
it delved into the problem of abor- 
tion. Pic is young director Alex- 
andre Astruc’s “Les Mauvaises 
Rencontres” (The Bad Liaisons). 
Though the film was_ selected. 
unanimously by a special commit- 
tee, composed of film crix and per- 
sonalities, Morice felt he had the 
right to override them in a case 
involving an important internation- 
2i manifestation. He said that he 
had nothing against the film get- 
ting national and worldwide ‘dis- 
tribution but felt it was not the 
type of film to rep a country at 
a film festival. ‘ 





Pix Prosperity 
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major distributor has at least one 


“blockbuster” making the rounds. 
Warners’ “Mister Roberts,” Para- 
mount’s “To Catch a Thief’ and 
United Artists’ “Not as a Stranger” 
are outstanding. 
- One facet of the annual product 
picture draws beefs from exhibs 
year after year, and 1955 is no ex- 
ception. Film companies, they in- 
sist, are hurting the industry’s 
overall economy by holding back 
on important pix during the sec- 
ond quarter, for the stated reason 
that this is an “offish” period. The 
exhibs’ answer is it wouldn’t be 
“offish” if good merchandise were 
available. Further, they say, the 
film going habit is broken by the 
policy of sloughing this one pe- 
riod of the year. 

One prominent theatre exec 
thinks television is making the 
Same error. There’s a hiatus in 


top programming June through | 
August because networks, agencies 


and sponsors figure on relatively 
little potential audience. Arguing 
his point, the theatre source cites 
the astounding success of CBS- 
TV’s “$64,000 Question,” which 
made its bow during summer re- 
placement time, and which proved 
the existence of meaningful num- 
bers of viewers. Proving, he con- 
cluded, there are customers for a 
good show at any time. ° 

Not overlooked in alk appraisals 
of better film business is the eased 
tax impost on admissions which 
was legislated into being last year. 
In most cases, exhibitors have ab- 
sorbed the coin previously ear- 
marked for the U. S. Treasury. 
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on the life of the late Cmdr. Frank 
(Spig) Wead, one of the pioneer 
aviators, later turned film sce- 
narist. 


In the field of arts, two pix on 
Bach are planned and a biopic on 
Vincent Van Gogh, to star Kirk 
Douglas. Cowboy artist Charles 
Russell also is up for picturization. 

Other biopix planned: “Some- 
body Up There Loves Me” (Rocky 
Marciano story); film on the late 
evangelist Billy Sunday; “Girl in 
the Red Velvet Swing,” revolving 
around Evelyn Nesbitt; “Seven 
League Boots,” about the late ad- 
venturer-writer Richard Hallibur- 
ton (first pic in the Cinemiracle 
process); “Beau James,” from the 
Gene Fowler book on the late May- 
or James J. Walker; pic on the 
early life of Theodore Roosevelt 
when he ranched in the Dakotas, 
etc. 


Biopix weren’t alway# success- 
ful. Perhaps the most spectacular 
fiop was “Wilson,” which 20th-Fox 
from time to time is talking about 
reissuing. Same company recently 
had “A Man Called Peter,” based 
on the life of the late Peter Mar- 
shall, chaplain of the U. S. Senate, 
a strong grosser, and “Prince of 
Players,” about the actor Edwin 





very disappointing. 





LOWELL V. CALVERT 
Lowell V. Calvert, 63, eastern 


and veteran film distribution exec- 
utive, died Aug. 16 in Mount Ver- 
non, N. Y.. 

Details in Film Section. 


OLIN DOWNES 
_ Edwin Olin Downes, 69, N.Y. 
Times’ music critic since 1924, died 
Aug. 22 in N.Y. following a heart 





as successor to Richard Aldrich, 
Downes had been ‘music critic for 
The Boston Post for 17 years, 
starting at the age of 20. 

Besides penning critical notes, 
he also lectured on various aspects 
of music and at one time was com- 
mentator for the Sunday afternoon 
broadcasts of the N.Y. Philhar- 
fnonic. He was music director of 
the New York’s World Fair in 1939. 

In 1951, Downes was _ listed 
among persons tagged by the 
House of Un-American Activities 
Committee as being affiliated with 
Communist fronts. He was one of 
the supporters of the Cultural and 
Scientific Conference for World 
Peace. 

Besides contributing to various 

musical periodicals, the Times 
critic also wrote “The Lure of Mu- 
sic” and “Symphonic Master- 
pieces.” He was editor of “Songs 
of Russia” and with Elie Seigmeis- 
ter, of “A Treasury of- American 
Song.” 
In 1946, he had a small part in 
the film, “Carnegie Hall,” in which 
he played himself, and in 1952 was 
|guest of honor at the annual din- 
ner of The Bohemians, the first 
music critic to be so honored. 

Wife, a son, Edward O. D. 
Downes, assistant professor of mu- 
sic history at the U. of Minnesota 
in Minneapolis, two daughters and 
two sisters survive. 


M. E. (BOB) ROBERTS 

M. E. (Bob) Roberts, 57, San 
Francisco Bay Area radio pioneer, 
died Aug. 18 in Les Gatos, Cal. He 
emceed several San Francisco ra- 
dio shows in the 1920s, managed 
independent station KYAB (now 
KSFO) from 1928 to 1932 and 
managed independent outlet KYA 
in 1940. Late in 1940 he moved 
to San Jose ahd took over opera- 
tion of independent station KQW 
there, a job held until retiring to 
his Los Gatos‘réal estate and ad- 
vertising agency in 1945. ys 

He leaves his wife, Alma, his 
father and two sisters. 


GERTRUDE A. WOOD 

Gertrude Anderson Woad, 66, 
former singer, died Aug. 14 in 
Hollywood. She is said to have 
been the first singer to perform on 
radio in Boston back in 1924. Mrs. 
Wood also appeared in niteries and 
in Broadway shows prior to her 
retirement 25 years ago. 

Surviving are a daughter, singer 
Gloris Wood; and two sons; Chand- 
ler Wood, of Paeific Drive-In The- 
atres, ‘and Robert A. Wood of Bos- 
ton. “ 











ERIN LACY 

Erin’ Lacy, 78, veteran actress, 
died Aug. 9 in Minneapolis. She 
portrayed character roles with 
that city’s erstwhile Bainbridge 
Players and other stock companies 
for more than-20 years. She was 
also seen on the road in such pro- 
ductions as “The Broadway Girl” 
and “The Sweetest Girl in Town.” 


Surviving is her husband, John 
A. Lacy, former theatrical press 
agent and company manager for 
such yesteryear producers as Com- 
stock & Gest and John Cort. 





BILLY GUDIE 
William A. Guderian, 57, former 
vaude and musical comedy per- 
former known professionally as 
Billy Gudie, died Aug. 16 in East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. Starting his ca- 
reer at the age of 14 with magician 
Howard Thurston, he specialized 
in acrobatic tap dance routines. 
Guderian at one time was asso- 
ciated with Ned Wayburn. More 
recently he operated a dancing 
school in Allentown, Pa. 





ALBERT H. POOS 

Albert H. Poos, 49, district man- 
ager of the St. Louis Amusement 
Co., died of cancer Aug. 14 in St. 
Louis. Joining the firm as an 
usher at the age of 19, he later be- 
came a house manager and was 
named district manager in 1936. 

Surviving are his wife, daugh- 
ter, sister and a brother. 


WALTER A, RAU 

Walter <A. Rau, 78, 
trumpet player for the John Philip 
|Sousa and Gustave 





OBITUARIES. 


representative for Howard Hughes] 


attack. Prior to joining the Times 





reer at the age of nine with a boys’ 
band. 
His wife and son survive. 


GEORGE E. BROWN 
George Ernesi Brown, 78, retired 
concert and stage manager, died 
Aug. 17 in Beechhurst, Queens, 
N.Y., after a long illness. Born in 
Nova Scotia, he held such varied 
posts in his more than 50 years in 
show business as actor, stagehand, 

stage and concert manager. 


His wife and a sister survive. 





Harry Stratton, 57, former bur- 
lesque comic, died of a heart at- 
tack Aug. 19 in Hollywood. For 
the last 10 years he was Bud Ab- 
bott’s stand-in. 


Mother, 81, of Paula Gould, pub- 
licist for the Capitol Theatre, N.Y., 
died Aug. 22 in that city after a 
long iliness. Also surviving are a 
son and two sisters. | 


Teofilo Russell, 80, retired direc- 
tor of the State Conservatory of 
Rio Grande do Sul in Brazil and 
former concert. pianist, died Aug. 8 
in Lisbon. 


Father, Pit of actress Shelle 
Winters,- died of a. heart attac 
Aug. 16 at his daughter’s home in 
Hollywood. 


Richard L. Grosswhite, 47, news 
editor at KOA, ver, died re- 
cently in that ci following a 
month’s illness. His mother sur- 
vives, é ; 

















MARRIAGES 


Elaine Shaffer to Efrem Kurtz, 
St. Moritz, Switzerland, August 15. 
Bride is an orch flutist; he’s for- 
mer Houston Symphony maestro 
recently made head of the Liver- 
pool Philharmonic. 

Joy Mornay to John Ellison, San 
Francisco, Aug. 18. Both are mem- 
bers of the touring D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. eaead 

Barbara O’Brien to Tom Frank- 
lin, Seattle, Aug. 12. Bride’s weath- 
er girl for KTVW, Tacoma; he’s a 
newscaster for KING-TV, Seattle. 

Ronnie Warner to Bruce Pierce, 
Las Vegas, Aug. 13. Bride’s the 
daughter of H. B: Warner; he’s a 
film editor. os . 

Elizabeth Landi to Al Sennett, 
San Francisco, Aug. 20. Bride, who 
heads drama and dance dept. of 
San Jose U., is daughter of tv exec 
Anthony Landi and niece of the 
late Elissa Landi; he’s an attorney. 

Esther Nellie Stomne to Thorn- 
ton J. Marker, Maplewood, N. J., 
Aug. 22. Both ‘are singers with 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Morris Golombik, 
son, Aug. 16, Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 
Mother (Anne Tanz) is former 

ARIETY secretary. 

Mr. and Mrs, George Wallach, 
daughter, Aug. 1, Mineola, L.I. 
Mother is onetime radio writer; 
father is tv producer-director with 
NBC Film Division. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kirby Wetherby, 
daughter, Culver City, Cal., Aug. 
16. Mother is Joan Evans, actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Pratt, son, 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. Father is 
musician in. Joe Castro’s orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tristan Meinecke, 
son, Chicago, Aug. 15. Mother is a 
television actress known profes- 
sionally as Angel Casey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Connors Jr., 
son, Burbank, Cal., Aug. 15. Father 
is an assistant film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Parsonnet, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 5. 
Father is board chairman of Par- 
sonnet & Wheeler, telefilm pro- 
duction company; and owner of 
Parsonnet Studios. 
. Mr. and Mrs. Dick Krolik, 
daughter, New York, July 30. 
Mother is Mary Stuart, radio-tv 
actress currently in “Search for 
Tomorrow” soaper; father is spe- 
cial projects producer for NBC- 





TV’s “Today.” 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Church, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 14. 


Father is field merchandising rep 
for KTTV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Palmer, son, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 16. Mother is 
the former Ruth Hampton, Miss 
New Jersey of 1953. Father is an 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Durant, son, 


Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 14. 
Father is film editor. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Eckstein, 


daughter, New York, Aug. 22. Fa- 
ther is assistant to the ABC net- 





| Hoilywood, Aug. 21. 
onetime | actress 


Haenschen | 
Booth, which turned out to be’ bands, died Aug. 17 in St. Louis.| Hollywood, Aug. 21. 


work ad-pub director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vic Damone, son, 
Mother is film 
( Pier Angeli; father’s a 
singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ritz, son, 


Father is a 


|He started his 49-year musical ca- | comedian, 





VARIETY Wednesday, August 24, 1955 


Dennis, Anyone?.. 
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“America’s Most Versatile Entertainer” 
Star of 


“THE MATT DENNIS SHOW” 


NBC-TV 


MONDAY — WEDNESDAY — FRIDAY; 
7:30-7:45 P.M., EDT 












é CURRENT 
ALBUMS... 






“DENNIS ANYONE” 


(LPM-1134} (EPB-1134) 


“SHE DANCES OVERHEAD” 


(LPM-1065). (EPB-1065) 







Latest Release 


“SHOW ME THE WAY TO GET 
OUT OF THIS WORLD” 


B/W 
“TO THOSE WHO WAIT” 


RCA VICTOR Records 










Record Promotion 
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